












AMERICAN NUMISMATIC RARITIES, llc • PRICES REALIZED 



TItis Spectacular 1879 Flowing Hair 
$4 Stella, Proof-67 (PCGS), 
astounded the audience at $293,250 


THE ^7 

Classics SALE 

JULY 2 5, 2003 •BALTIMORE 

Total Realized: 

Over $5.5 Million 

A merican Numismatic Rarities, llc of 
Wolfeboro, New Hampshire presented its 
first ever auction, The Classics Sale, to a stand- 
ing-room only gallery on July 25, in one of the 
most active auctions in recent memory. The 
1,068 lot live event realized over $5.5 million 
in total, including a 15% buyer’s premium. 



A Spectacular 1864 Proof 
Set featuring this 
extraordinary dollar 
graded Proof-68 (NGC) 
sold for $163,300 
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391.00 
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
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THE SESSION 


FRIDAY JULY 25 
1:00 pm Sharp 


AUCTION LOCATION 

The Harbor West Room • Pier 5 Hotel 


711 Eastern Avenue • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
(410) 539-2000 

MAIL BID & INTERNET SALE 
THURSDAY AUGUST 7 
9:00 pmEST Sharp 

California Small Denomination Gold: Lots 2001-2126 


LOT VIEWING 



WEDNESDAY JULY 23 
9:00 am to 8:00 pm 

THURSDAY JULY 24 
8:00 am to 7:00 pm 

FRIDAY JULY 25 

8:00 am to 6:00 pm 


LOT PICK-UP 



SATURDAY JULY 26 
9:00 am — 11:30 am 

LOT VIEWING/LOT PICK-UP LOCATION 


The Harbor East Room ♦ Pier 5 Hotel 
711 Eastern Avenue • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
(410) 539-2000 


To insure we 
receive your bids: 


Please have mail and tax 
bids to us by: 

NOON, Eastern Time 
Thursday, July 24, 2003 

There will be pre-sale and 
live bidding available on 
the internet at 
WWW. anrcoins.coin. 
Pre-registration for live 
internet bidding is 
required by July 23, 2003 


Prices Realized 


Prices realized will be posted on 
the internet soon after the sale. 
See WAVAV. anrcoins.coin 

A printed list of prices reahzed will 
be sent to all subscribers approxi- 
mately 30 days after the sale. 

For prices reahzed by phone: 
Call 603-569-0823. Limit 10 lots 
per caller 
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American Numismatic Rarities’ 


AUCTION SCHEDULE 


September 13, 2003 

Beverly Hills, Califoilnia 

December 2-3, 2003 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Nom Accepting Cousigiiments 

january 5-6, 2004 

Orlando, Florida 
Now Accepting Consigumctits 

March 9-10, 2004 

Baltimoile, Maryland 

Now Accepting Consignments 

June 2004 

Chicago, Illinois 

Official Aitctioiieers of the MidAiiierica Coin Exposition 
Now Accepting Consignments 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC RARITIES, llc 

Box 1804 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Toll-Free: 866-811-1804* Fax: 603-569-3875 

ww'w.anrcoiiis.coin • email: auctions@anrcoins.com 
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THE 



of American Numismatic Rarities 

Executive Director: Christine Karstedt 
Director of Administration and Personnel: ]ohn S. Babalis 


AUCTION 

Dr. Richard A. Bagg, Consignments 
John Pack, Consignments 
Frank Van Valen, Senior Numismatist 
JohnJ. Kraljevich, Numismatic Research 
Andrew W. Pollock, 111, Numismatic Consultant 
Beth O. Piper, Numismatist 

AUCTIONEERS 

John S. Babalis 
Christine Karstedt 
Frank Van Valen 

FINANCIAL 

Laurel A. Morrill 

SALES 

Melissa Karstedt 

a Christine Karstedt serves as our 

Executive Director and handles our 
Marketing and Publicity. A fixture at 
numismatic conventions and auctions 
for over a decade, Chris has built a vast 
network of industry contacts during her 
extensive career. Chris' unique ability 
to attract worldwide attention to the sale 
of numismatic material placed her at the 
epicenter of the marketing of the $100 million treasure of the 
S.S. Centra/ America. Chris has worked with numismatic trade 
publications as well as the mainstream press, appearing on 
television during her involvement in the sale of the 5.S. Brother 
Jonathan treasure, the world record sale of the Walter Childs 
1804 dollar, and the Childs Collection itself In addition, she 
structured the publicity for the sales of the Eliasberg 
Collection, the Bass Collection, the Norweb Collection of 
Canadian coins, and countless other sales over her career. Her 
tireless effort will help consignors receive the highest possible 
price for their coins. 


ADMINISTRATION 

John S. Babalis, Operations Manager 
Cynthia LaCarbonara, Auction Coordinator 
Jenna V King 
Mary Tocci 
Jeremy Wiggin 

MARKETING 
& PUBLICITY 

Christine Karstedt 

GRAPHICS 

Jennifer Meers 
Jenna V King 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Douglas Plasencia 

John Babalis is our Director of 
Administration and Personnel and also 
serves as a professional auctioneer. John 
has spent his career as an insurance 
executive and administrator, including 
a long and heralded stay at Bowers and 
Merena Galleries. He is now in charge 
of insurance arrangements for 
American Numismatic Rarities. 

Insurance coverage is perhaps the most significant aspect 
of an auction firm, as the security of your coins is of 
paramount importance. Our coverage through Lloyd’s of 
London and elsewhere, meticulous on-site auction 
arrangements, and supervision of our day-to-day 
operations are just a few of John’s responsibilities. As a 
licensed auctioneer, he has sold some of the finest 
numismatic properties ever to cross the auction block. 
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Dr. Richard A. Bagg, Director of Auction 
Consignments, is a nationally known rare coin expert and 
scholar with over a quarter century of experience. In the 
course of his celebrated career, Rick has processed several 
hundred million dollars worth of rare coins at auction for 
thousands ofcollectors, institutions, executors, dealers, and 
investors, l^ck shows an impressive degree of expertise and 
consummate knowledge of numismatics with few parallels. 
Highlights of his career include the showcasing of the Garrett 
Collection, sold by the order of the Johns Hopkins 
University, the famous Eliasberg and Norweb collections, 
and many other important properties. As a numismatic 
scholar. Pack provides information to standard reference 
sources including^ Guide Book of United States Coins, where 
he has been a contributor for over 20 years. He also 
conducted substantive research for the Official AN A Grading 
Standards for United States Coins. Pack has written numerous 
articles and supplied research that has appeared in The 
Numismatist and other select publications on such diverse 
topics as U.S. gold coins, coin investing, collecting 
numismatic literature, 1792 patterns, and Ephram Brasher. 
He also has been acknowledged for his fine contributions 
to many books and auction catalogues and edited a book 
entitled Grading Coins. 

John M. Pack, our Associate Director of Auction 
Consignments, has been involved in numismatics for over 
20 years. John has worked with over 1,000 successful auction 
consignors in guiding more than SI 50 million worth of 
numismatic material through the auction process. John’s 
enthusiasm for all aspects of numismatics, and his sincere 
approach, guarantees that every consignment will be 
presented to its finest advantage so as to provide the highest 
possible prices realized. In addition to working with auction 
consignors, John catalogues currency for the firm. His 
cataloguing talents were widely recognized for several record 
setting presentations of U.S. paper money highlighted by 
the collections of Harry W. Bass, Jr. and Wayne S. Rich. In 
addition, he was selected to compose the currency chapter 
of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Museum Sylloge 

Frank Van Valen, our Senior Numismatist, is one of 
America's best known numismatic personalities. Widely 
praised for over two decades for his numismatic cataloguing, 
Frank's byline has appeared in dozens of the most important 
catalogues ever written including the Norweb Collection 
sale and specialized collections, Uke the Texas Collection of 
California Fractional Gold and the historic coin collection 
of Commodore Matthew C. Perry. Frank has contributed 
to the last 14 editions of the Guide Book of United States Coins 
and his writing talents have earned the recognition of the 
Numismatic Literary Guild. Frank has an expert 
understanding of the intricacies of all American coinage in 


addition to many other numismatic fields. Frank often travels 
to meet our consignors, who find his visits instructive and 
convivial. 

John Kraljevich Jr., serves as our Director of Numismatic 
Research. A numismatic prodigy since pre-adolescence, 
John’s insightful and historical contributions to our 
catalogues add value and interest to numismatic material in 
our sale. An expert on early American coinage, Numismatic 
Americana, and the technical aspects of minting technology, 
John has taught seminars hosted by the American 
Numismatic Association, the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation and is a columnist in the ANA magazine. The 
Numismatist. The Numismatic Literary Guild recognized 
John's cataloguing of the Lucien LaRiviere Collection, the 
first $1 million collection of American medals ever sold at 
auction, with its highest cataloging award for tokens and 
medals. A frequent consultant to museums and institutions, 
John catalogues many ofour important offerings and enjoys 
working directly with our consignors. 

Beth Piper began her career in numismatics at Auctions 
by Bowers and Merena, Inc., and worked 18 years with that 
firm and its successors. In that time, she earned the 
distinction of having spent more continuous years working 
under the direction of Q. David Bowers than any other 
individual. Beth has participated in nearly every position 
required at a leading numismatic auction firm, and her 
responsibilities encompassed receptionist to coin grading to 
direct sales, as well as numismatic research and cataloguing 
of auction lots. One of her primary jobs is processing and 
proofreading auction lots and the final compilation of data 
files for catalogues. Her work with great numismatic auction 
sales is extensive and includes landmark offerings such as 
the collections of the Norweb family, Louis Eliasberg, Sr., 
Harry W. Bass, Jr., and Walter H. Childs, among over 100 
other sales. 

Cynthia LaCarbonara coordinates all aspects ofour live 
auction sales. From working with consignor reserves, 
verification of opening values, and lot assignments, to 
reconciliation and finalization of all bidding and purchase 
records, Cynthia is an integral part of the system of checks 
and balances that make every auction sale a smoothly 
functioning success. For 16 years Cynthia worked both 
behind the scenes and at the podium at the live auction sales 
conducted by Bowers and Merena. During that time, she 
led the auction teams that sold such great collections as those 
of Louis Eliasberg, Sr,, Walter Childs, and Harry W. Bass. 
Jr., a few highlights among dozens (/important auction sales. 
A prominent figure at auction sales for years, Cynthia is well 
recognized by dealers and collectors alike. Most importantly, 
she is very familiar with all aspects of the auction process 
and she knows well what it takes to hold a successful sale. 
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Laurel Morrill manages our accounting department, 
handling all receivable and payable accounts for our auctions, 
direct sales, and subscriptions. She will also execute advances 
for auction consignors, and pay auction settlements after our 
sales. It is her organized and efficient approach that guarantees 
each transfer of funds is correct and done promptly. The 
transfer of the funds, either for a purchase, a sale, an auction 
settlement or other reason, is after all, the bottoiu litjc. Laurel 
has significant experience with the unique accounting 
requirements of a great numismatic auction firm. For over 
16 years, she was an integral part of the accounting department 
of Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc., and its successors, 
under the direction of Q. David Bowers, the most respected 
name in numismatics. While there, she participated in the 
accounting duties that promptly paid thousands of auction 
consignors hundreds of millions of dollars in settlement 
funds — experience that makes her uniquely qualified to carry 
out the same duties for American Numismatic Rarities. 

Doug Plasencia manages our photography department and 
personally takes all of the coin photographs that appear in 
our auction catalogues, on our website, and in our other 
publications. He has been a professional numismatic 
photographer for many years, perfecting his skills with 
Bowers and Merena Galleries. In his career, he has 
photographed many of the most important numismatic 
collections ever formed and sold, including those of Louis 
E. Eliasberg, Sr., Harry W. Bass, Jr., and Walter H. Childs, 
among others. To his further credit, he was selected by the 
California Gold Marketing Group to do photography of the 
gold ingots recovered from the S.S. Central America, he 
photographed the Jay Roe Collection of California fractional 
gold coins to illustrate the most recent edition of the Breen- 
Gillio reference, and he was selected to photograph the 
Harry W. Bass, Jr. Core Collection by the Harry W. Bass, 
Jr. Research Foundation. 

Jennifer Meers leads our graphic arts department. In her 
13 years with Bowers and Merena Galleries, Jennifer 
developed an eye for professional catalogue design that is 
unparalleled in numismatics. She is responsible for all auction 
catalogue layout. In her career, she has put together many 
award-winning auction catalogues, books, and other 
publications. Among her most notable achievements are the 
auction catalogues for such famous collections as those of 
Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., Armand Champa, Harry W. Bass, 
Jr., and Walter H. Childs among over 100 others, many of 
which earned Catalogue of the Year awards from the 
Numismatic Literary Guild. The dozens of books produced 
under her direction include several titles by Q. David 
Bowers, including the landmark works, A California Gold 
Rush History featurifi^ the treasure from the S.S. Central America, 
and the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Museum Syllo^e. She is also credited 
with notable books such as Walter Breen 's Encyclopedia of Early 


United States Cents 1793-1814, and the most recent edition of 
the Breen-Gillio reference, California Pioneer Fractional Gold. 
Academically trained in English, she carefully proofreads all 
of our publications and she contributes to our publicity 
campaigns in developing many of our finest advertisements. 

Mary Tocci directs our shipping and receiving department, 
handling nearly every package and item of mail that enters 
or leaves our offices. This extremely important position is 
vital to the security of all of our incoming and outgoing 
packages, and her qualifications are unparalleled. She began 
a career with Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. in April 
1983. Aside from one brief interlude, she worked for Q. 
David Bowers for 19 years in total, beginning very shortly 
after the establishment of his firm in Wolfeboro and 
continuing until her recent joining of American Numismatic 
Rarities. Mary also has an excellent rapport with many 
collectors, having spent years working with clients in 
subscription maintenance and publication sales. She will also 
continue in this capacity at American Numismatic Rarities. 

Melissa Karstedt works with clients in our direct sales 
department, with the active support of our team of well- 
respected numismatists. She maintains our coin inventory 
and supervises our Monthly Acquisition Program, which 
assists clients with building fine collections by way of 
budgeted monthly coin purchases. Each coin is specifically 
selected by our numismatists to fit the collector’s interests 
and preferences. Melissa began working in numismatics at 
Bowers and Merena Galleries, working in the Direct Sales 
department where she learned the ropes, so to speak, of 
working with numismatic clients. She is also a valued 
member of our on-site auction team. She brings great 
enthusiasm to American Numismatic Rarities, and looks 
forward to every call. 

Jenna V. King is the friendly voice you hear when you call 
American Numismatic Rarities. She comes to us with almost 
two years of experience working in the coin field, having 
begun her career at Bowers and Merena Galleries where she 
assisted in photography and graphics, and worked with the 
numismatic staff in catalogue production. As an 
accomplished photographer, Jenna will also lend her talents 
to the graphics and photography departments at American 
Numismatic Rarities. 

Jeremy Wiggin wears many hats at American Numismatic 
Rarities from shipping and receiving to supervision and 
maintenance of our company website. He has a good 
understanding of the inner workings of a numismatic 
company, as he spent nearly three years at Bowers and 
Merena Galleries. During that time he was responsible for 
inventory control and shipping of thousands ot auction 
catalogues, books, and other publications, and he will 
continue with American Numismatic Rarities in that regard. 
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THE 

TEPJUS OF SALE 


I This sale is by public auction conducted by licensed 
auctioneer(s). The bids will be for specific lots 
which will be opened for bidding in numerical order. 
In the event that bids for the same amount are 
received for the same lot, the winning bid will be the 
earliest received. The decision of the Auctioneer as to 
identity of the winning bidder shall be final. Any person 
submitting bids on behalf of a corporation or any other 
entity agrees to be personally liable for payment of the 
purchase price and any related charges as well as responsible 
for the performance of all buyer obligations under these 
terms of sale. No “buy’’ or unlimited bids will be accepted. 
No bids will be accepted from minors. 

2 American Numismatic Rarities, LLC, (subsequently 
referred to as ANR in the Terms of Sale)reserves the 
right to postpone or cancel the auction without 
notice in its sole discretion. Any lot may be withdrawn by 
ANR without notice prior to it being opened for bidding. 
Neither ANR nor the consignor shall be liable for any costs 
or damages arising from either the withdrawal of material 
at the auction or the delay or cancellation of the auction. 

3 The purchase price shall be sum of the winning bid 
and a buyer’s premium of 15% of the amount of the 
winning bid. The purchase price shall be paid in full 
prior to delivery of the lot absent other arrangements between 
the successful bidder and ANR. The decision to extend a 
line of credit and the decision to withdraw a previously 
authorized line of credit shall be within the sole discretion 
of ANR. ANR reserves the right to deny participation in 
the auction if, in ANR’s sole discretion, the bidder’s prior 
business dealings with ANR have been unsatisfactory. 

4 Payment shall be by cash in United States funds or 
checks drawn onUnited States banks. The purchase 
price shall be paid upon delivery of the lot or receipt 
of our invoice for the jot, whichever occurs first. All 
associated costs for the delivery of the lot such as handling, 
shipping, insurance, and related charges will be added to 
the purchase price for lots not picked up after the auction 
by the winning bidder. On any account not paid within 
the prescribed terms of sale, ANR reserves the right to 


extend credit and to impose periodic finance charges at the 
rate of 1-1/2% per month (18% per annum) on the unpaid 
balance. By bidding in the sale, the bidder agrees to permit 
ANR to file any financing statement permitted under the 
Uniform Commercial Code without debtor’s signature and 
to offset any accounts due, whether now or in the future, 
against funds or collateral in their possession. The buyer 
agrees not to sell, pledge, or hypothecate the lots purchased 
until paid in full. If the account is referred to an attorney 
for collection, the buyer agrees to pay all costs, including 
attorneys’ fees, with interest accruing on the balance, until 
fully paid, at the specified rate. 

c 

Bidders shall be responsible for all taxes due as a result 
of their purchases. 

6 Title does not pass from the consignor to the 
successful bidder until the purchase price for the lot 
has been paid in full. The risk of loss is on the buyer 
once the lot is either in transit to the successful bidder or in 
their possession. 

7 ANR reserves the right to establish the opening bid 
for any lot, to establish bidding increments, and to 
refuse any bid. ANR reserves the right to place bids 
on behalf of the consignor up to the amount of a reserve 
price established by the consignor. ANR will not accept a 
reserve price from a consignor above the high estimated 
value shown in the catalog for the auction and any 
exceptions to this rule will be announced at the auction 
prior to the opening of bidding on the material. ANR shall 
make reasonable efforts to properly enter and execute bids 
received by mail or by other means. However, ANR shall 
not be liable for any errors for incorrectly entered or 
incorrectly executed bids. 

8 Bidders are responsible for their bids including any 
errors they may make in placing bids. All bids shall 
be in even dollar amounts and any bids not in whole 
dollar amounts will be rounded to the next highest dollar. 
All bid sheets must be signed, and ANR reserves the right 
to not accept unsigned bid sheets. 
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The Classics Sale 


9 All items offered in this auction catalog are 
guaranteed to be genuine. Except for questions 
of authenticity, no lots shall be returned nor 
shall ANR accept any returned lots from any floor 
bidder or any bidder who examined the lots prior to 
the sale. Mail, FAX and Internet bidders may make return 
requests within three days of the receipt of the lot. Coins must 
be returned to ANR’s offices in Wolfeboro, N.H. within 30 
days from the date of the auction. Any coin which has been 
physically altered or wliich has been removed from its container 
or holder shall not be returnable nor accepted by ANR. 


^ /^Bidders by accepting these terms of sale 
I ■ ■ acknowledge that the grading of coins is a 
-A- V-/ subjective process for describing the relative 
ranking of coins as to their condition. Consequently, the 
language used to describe any coin in this catalog, including 
but not limited to the grading of such coin, are statements 
of subjective opinion by the ANR staff No warranty, 
whether expressed or implied, including the warranty 
of merchantability, is made with respect to any coin 
contained in this catalog. In the event of a typographical 
error or other error, ANR reserves the right to withdraw 
any item from the auction with or without notice, to correct 
the error by verbal announcement before the lot is opened 
for bidding or, if the error is discovered after the auction, 
to refund the successful bidder’s funds without further 
obligation. The maximum obhgation of ANR to any bidder 
shall be the purchase price for any lot in dispute or for which 
a refund or adjustment is made for any reason. 


U ANR acts as an auctioneer to sell coins for the 
various consignors. Therefore, no claims of any 
kind can be considered by ANR after 
settlements, which occur 45 days after the auction, have 
been made with the consignors. Any dispute after the 
settlement date except for reasons of authenticity, is to be 
resolved strictly by discussions between the successful 
bidder and consignor. 


Cash advances may have been made to some 
I ^ consignors in anticipation of auction proceeds. 
ANR may consign items to this auction and may 
participate as a bidder. ANR or the consignor may bid for 
their own account at the auction and may have information 
not otherwise available to the bidders regarding reserves, 
bid values, and other material facts relating to the lots 
opened for bidding at the auction. When a lot is sold to the 
book, it may be sold, passed over, withdrawn from the 
auction, returned to the owner or bought by ANR. Any 
consignor may bid on any lot, including lots containing 
coins consigned by the consignor. 

>4 By placing a bid in this sale, a bidder agrees that 
I ^ this transaction shall be construed in accordance 
with the laws of the State of New Hampshire and 
that neither New Hampshire’s or any other state’s choice 
of laws and/or conflict of laws shall be applied. Any dispute 
between ANR and bidders at the auction (except for non- 
payment) shall be settled exclusively by binding arbitration 
under the rules then in effect of the Professional 
Numismatists Guild, Inc. conducted at Wolfeboro, New 
Hampshire. In the event of non-payment, ANR and a 
successful bidder agree that any judicial action shall be heard 
and determined only by the courts of the State of New 
Hampshire and the successful bidder hereby consents and 
submits to the personal jurisdiction of the courts of New 
Hampshire. 

yj J In the event of litigation, the party against whom 
I /la final judgment is rendered shall pay the 
I prevailing parties’ legal costs, including attorneys 
fees and witness fees, and all other costs incurred by it during 
the course of such litigation. 


wmt These Terms of Sale are intended to be part 
I of all lot descriptions contained in this 
1 catalogue. Bidding in this auction sale constitutes 
acceptance by the bidder of the foregoing Terms of Sale. 


Additional Information for Bidders 


To INSURE WE RECEIVE YOUR BIDS, please 
have mail and fax bids to us by NOON, Eastern 
Time Thursday, July 24, 2003 

• There will be pre-sale and live bidding available 
on the internet at www. anrcoins.com. 

• Pre-registration to bid during the live auction 
required by July 23, 2003 

Phone Descriptions: Any request for phone 

descriptions should be made by Wednesday, July 16. 


Prices Realized will be published approximately 30 r j 

days after the auction. Prices realized will be posted on the 
Internet soon after the sale at www.anrcoins.com 

New Bidders: If you are a new bidder, be sure to send 
your credit information: Attn: Laurel Morrill, at least 10 days 
before the auction. There is very* little time, if any, to re\Tew this 
information during the auction. All bidders not know to us will be 
required to submit a 25% deposit before bidding in the sale. 

Floor Bidder Registration will begin 30 

iTunutes before the sale at the entrance to the auction room. 


Please note: Transparent holders in which the auction lots are stored are to facilitate viewing and inspection of the lots and ART NOT intended for long-term storage. 
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Suggestions for Mail Bidders 


Bidding in our auctions can be an interesting, 
enjoyable, and numismatically rewarding experience. Even 
if you are an experienced bidder, you may find that some 
of the following comments will increase your success. In 
the event that you wish to ask further questions, phone 
Cynthia LaCarbonara. 

Mail your bid sheet as early as possible. This is 
particularly important if you are a new bidder, for it 
takes us time to check your references. A bid sheet 
mailed a few days before the sale might not reach us 
until a week later — at which time the coins will have 
been sold to others! 

As the sale date draws near, fax us your bids anytime 24 
hours a day [our fax number is (603) 569-3875]. Or, 
telephone your bids to our Auction Department. Please 
follow up your phone and fax bids with written 
confirmation. 

We’ve found it best to use a work sheet to compile bids. 
In this way you can check back and forth throughout 
the catalogue, make changes and revisions, and so on. 
Then when you’ve decided on your final bids, enter 
them on the bid sheet. Try your best to keep the bid 
sheet neat and clearly understandable, listing the lots in 
order. Check your bid sheet carefully. You will be 
responsible for any bids on wrong lots for the wrong 
amounts. Please be careful. 

Don’t bid more than you want to pay! Review your 
financial circumstances carefully before bidding. There 
is always the possibility that you may be awarded all of 


the lots you bid on. If you are awarded lots, you are legally 
bound to pay for them immediately. 

Please keep current prices levels in mind when bidding. 
While high and low prices sometimes occur, most items 
sell within market ranges. If a popular coin sells for $500 
on the retail market, chances are not good that a bid of, 
say, less than $400 will win it. On the other hand, 
chances are excellent that a bid in the $500-$600 range 
will be competitive. There is no harm in bargain 
hunting, but as your time is valuable (and so is ours), it 
is most productive if you keep current values in mind 
while bidding. The higher you bid, the greater your 
chances are for success. It has been our experience that 
many people who bid strongly, or check the options to 
increase bids by an optional 10% to 30% actually 
purchase at least some lots below their maximum 
authorization once the sale takes place. 

Ink is best for writing bids. Pencil tends to blur. If bid 
changes are necessary, do not write over figures. Instead, 
cross them out completely and re-enter the bids. Put 
your telephone number on the bid sheet. This way we 
can call you if there is a question about a bid. 

Lots may be inspected by mail prior to the auction (except 
for large or bulk lots, or other multiple-coin lots). Please 
write or call for further information. Mail inspection 
requests must be received sufficiently early to permit 
return to us in time for general lot viewing prior to the 
sale. The person requesting mail inspection agrees to pay 
postage and insurance both ways and to insure and be 
responsible for the pieces in his or her possession. 


Special Bidding Options 


Total Expenditure 

If you wish to limit your total expenditure, please fill m 
the maximum amount you wish to spend on the TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE line on your bid sheet. You can then 
submit bids for amounts up to eight times the amount of 
the maximum expenditure. This is a personal service and 
an ANR customer representative will personally attend to 
your bid sheet by bidding from the auction floor, buying 
lots for your account until your authorized expenditure is 
reached. While we will do our best in your behalf, due to 
the speed of the auction sale and the sometimes crowded 
conditions, we cannot be responsible for failure to execute 
such a bid properly. Due to the bookkeeping involved, 
this service is offered only to bidders with maximum ex- 
penditures of $ 1 ,000 or more. TOTAL EXPENDITUITE 
and SINGLE LOT GILOUP bidding can be combined. 


Single Lot Group 

Up to five lots may be grouped with brackets for a SINGLE 
LOT GROUP purchase, if you wish to purchase only one 
example of a coin of which several examples appear in the 
sale. Such lots should be bracketed on your bid sheet. 
While we will do our best on your behalf, due to the speed 
of the auction sale and the sometimes crowded conditions, 
we cannot be responsible for failure to execute such a bid 
properly. 

Optional Percentage Increase 

We invite you to take advantage of the optional 10% to 
30% increase to help your chance of being a successful bid- 
der. Check the appropriate place on your bid sheet. 
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Guide to 

ONLINE 

BIDDING 

Visit our website at www.anrcoins.com to register and bid 
in the Classics Sale. Once you have a user name and password, 
you can browse lots from the sale, view photographs of the 
coins, and place bids. We also offer the option of live online 
bidding during the auction. However, you must pre-register 
by noon, July 23, 2003 to take advantage of this service. 
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Luther Adams Breck 


Luther Brcck was descended from 
the Adams family (best known for pro- 
ducing two early US presidents). He was 
born in 1911 in London, England, but 
educated mostly in this country, at The 
Country Day School (now The Pavers 
School in Weston, MA) and Harvard 
College, Class of 1934. While at Harvard 
he was a member of the Varsity Squash 
team, which won the national champi- 
onship title in Baltimore in 1933. 

Mr. Breck was chairman of Breck’s 
of Boston. The family business, founded 
in 1818 byjoseph Breck and continued 
by five father-to-son generations, con- 
sisted of seeds, Holland bulbs, garden supplies and, 
later, gifts and sundries. Under Luther Breck’s guid- 
ance, the company evolved from a Boston-based re- 
tail concern aimed at the farmers of Daniel Webster’s 
time to a nationally-known catalog mail-order en- 
terprise directed to the modern homemaker. The ac- 
tive customer list had over 2.5 million names. 

Luther (Bo) Breck married Clara (Bunny) Taft in 
1937; they lived at first on T Wharfin Boston. Bunny 
and Bo bought their first house in Wellesley Massa- 
chusetts in 1940 and continued to live there (moving 
in 1952 and 1954 to larger homes in Wellesley Hills) 
until Bunny’s death in 1974. Daughters Margo and 
Sally were born in 1941 and 1944. Mrs. Breck was a 
long-time member of the Wellesley School Commit- 
tee and served tirelessly on other community boards 
and charitable organizations. 

Mr. Breck was voted one of the ten outstanding 
young men of greater Boston by the Boston Cham- 
ber of Commerce in 1950, along with Leonard 
Bernstein and Jack Kennedy. He was a founding 
member of the Young Presidents Organization. His 


commercial affiliations include trustee of the American Seed 
Trade Association and governor of The Direct Mail Asso- 
ciation of America. He was for a 
time president of the 
New England Mail Or- 
der Association. Luther 
was a former governor 
of the Dedham Coun- 
try and Polo Club, and 
was a member of the 
Wellesley Country 
Club, the Bald Peak 
(NH) Colony Club, 
and The Harvard Club 


of Boston. 


protidlj presents 

atoards of Mtrit 



During the Jubilee Celebration held in Boston in May of 1950, Bo 
Breck (then 38 years old) was honored as one of the city’s ten out- 
standing business and professional men (along with Jack Kennedy 
and Leonard Bernstein). An award was presented to him in recog- 
nition of his contribution to his native city’s good name. The pre- 
sentation was made to the ten prominent men through the Busi- 
ness Associates Club of the Boston Chamber of Commerce at a 
dinner held at the Copley Plaza Hotel. From left to right: Richard 
S. Morse, Dr. Francis D. Moore, James L. Madden, John F. 
Kennedy, Edward B. Hanify, John L. Gillis, Luther A. Breck, Wil- 
liam E. Barbour. Not available for the picture were two of the more 
famous young men, Leonard Bernstein and A1 Capp. 



Luther Breck in his 80s. 


TO THESE TEN YOUNG BOSTONIANS 

m recognition of their contribution 
to the good name of Boston 
its maintenance and its furthering 
through outstanding achievement 
in thdr respective fields 


THE BUSINESS ASSOCIATES CLUB 
of the 

BOSTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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As the hither of two daughters, Mr. Breck indulged his 
love of travel and believed strongly in providing his girls, 
and eventually their families, with new experiences. 
Throughout his life he was a constant world traveler, for 
both business and pleasure. He had a special affection for 
humorous publicity stunts, such as the time he imported a 
Chinese junk to sail on the Charles River for the purpose 
of publicizing his company; sadly, its timbers had dried out 
in transit, and the colorful craft sank to the river bottom! 

He had a lifetime interest in duplicate bridge, squash, 
bowling, tennis, golf, and the stock market. He was an avid 
collector for 30 years of postage stamps, then of rare Ameri- 
can coins, which we celebrate with this auction. 

With the birth of their first grandchild in 1968, Bo and 
Bunny acquired a home on Lake Winnipesaukee for sum- 
mer vacations. In his later years he lived there with his sec- 
ond wife Anne Lynah Breck. He died peacefully in 
Wolfeboro, New Hampshire in March 2003 on his 91st 
birthday. 

A consummate storyteller who loved to entertain, he 
will be remembered by all who knew him for his quick 
wit and unique sense of humor which was present to the 
very end. 


A Polar Expedition 

Luther Breck was a lifetime traveler, and a member of an his- 
toric expedition. On Nov. 8, 1968 the first commercial flight to 
travel around the world crossing both the North and South Poles 
departed from Boston, fulfilling one of the dreams of the late 
Admiral Byrd, as well as proving the feasibility of air travel via 
the earth’s poles. 

Sixty-seven Ameri- 
cans made this historic 
26-day flight to com- 
memorate Byrd’s first 
Antarctic flight in 
1929. The plane, “Po- 
lar Byrd,” was a 
Convair 990 captained 
by a former “Air Force 
One” pilot. The trav- 
elers were feted by dig- 
nitaries in many places 
on six conrinents and at 
both poles (and all for 
the price of $10,000!) 

The plaque pre- 
sented to Bo after the 
trip read as follows: 

“Luther Adams 
Breck is hereby elected 
as a founding trustee of 
the Admiral Pdchard E. Byrd Polar Center, in appreciation of 
his participation and support in the founding of the 
APJEBP Center at Boston Mass.” 

An excerpt from Antarctic magazine, Dec. 1968: 

All members of the group wore thermal boots and full 
Antarctic clothing which was beautifully made, mostly 
from synthetic materials. However, as it was warm sum- 
mer weather for most of the five hours spent on the ice, 
the heat generated by such perfection became an embar- 
rassment even to the heat-loving Americans... The par- 
ties were escorted around McMurdo base area. ..seals were 
basking close in on the Bay ice, which of course had the 
cameras clicking. The day was perfect for photography. . .A 
breeze came up suddenly, causing a drastic body tempera- 
ture drop. Immediately everyone was glad of their warm 
clothing, and recognized the dramatic weather changes 
that can so quickly occur here. 



Above: The Breck 
family sitting in a 
model “merry 
Oldsmobile c.1901” 
that Luther had made 
to publicize Breck’s 
Country Store, one of 
his many ventures. 

ILight: The Brecks, 
circa 1960, featuring 
Bo and Bunny with 
their daughters 

Margo and Sally, and the family dog. Jinx. Such a picture 
was taken every year and featured in the Breck’s catalogue. 
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In His Own Words: 

The Story of Breck’s of Boston 


About two weeks before his death in March 2003, 1 delivered to 
myfflvidfather hi the chair where he sat convalescing an express pack- 
age containing the last coin he bought for his collection. He had re- 
cently given me a tlioughtful entreaty to the joys of collecting, but 
seeing his face light up toward the end of his life at the arrival of a coin 
drove the point home. 

Perhaps coins represented another way to keep score in the world 
of commerce fora man so passionate about business. His adventures 
in business form a cornerstone of family lore, to the extent that on 
more than one occasion family members were inspired to make audio 
tapes of the stories. People and events are also described in Boston 
news sources and other records, but his own words, taped in 1994, 

are surely the most colorful way 
to tell the tale ofBreck 's cf Bos- 
ton and related enterprises. (By 
Karen Euler, Mr. Breck's el- 
dest grandchild) 

Joseph Breck founded 
the family company in 1818 
to sell mainly farm imple- 
ments. He was also an early 
president of the Massachu- 
setts Horticultural Society. 
Joseph Breck & Sons Corp. 
became in my day Breck’s 
of Boston, which I thought 
was a friendlier name than 
“and sons.” 

I joined my father (who 
was the fourth generation 
owner) right after Harvard 
College in 1935. I was a 
young gopher, doing a little 
of everything including 
warehouse work at Lewis 
Wharf off Atlantic Avenue. 


My father and 1 were both 
living on T Wharf and I 
would sometimes go to 
the warehouse and ‘rest 
my head’ on a stack of 
burlap bags when no one 
was looking — the super- 
visor couldn’t do any- 
thing about it, but it was a shameful exhibition on my part. 

I remember when the company was 150 years old, we 
put on quite a loud advertising barrage. Breck’s was one 
of a handful of old businesses such as Shreve, Crump & 
Lowe; S.S. Pierce, and a very few others, still in the same 
family, and particularly with direct succession from fa- 
ther to son for five consecutive generations. It’s a pretty 
rare accomplishment in American business, since most 
companies that prospered ended up in public hands with 
the family’s control dissipated. 

Going back to my early days, Breck’s was a fairly com- 
plicated business in that we had a large wholesale divi- 
sion, which had up to 21 salesmen on the road, serving 
hardware shops, garden stores, florists and market gar- 
deners all over New England. We had a retail business, 
which started with one store in Faneuil Hall, and ended 
up with branch stores all over New England, New York, 
and New Jersey. We had 17 branches, none of which 
was terribly profitable, though people thought they 
were. In retrospect it was a lot of wasted time and en- 
ergy and capital, with a lot of dishonesty in the handling 
of the money. 

The wholesale division was alright, but it involved huge 
inventories and small margins. We were distributors of ag- 
ricultural and garden goods and housewares — Revere, 
Corning and Pyrex ware — which had no particular con- 
nection with our original business, but the Svime men could 
sell to the same stores, all over New England; they could sell 
both lines at the same time. 



Joseph Breck was born in 1794 and died 
in 1873- An author, statesman, and edi- 
tor, he is best known as the founder of 
Joseph Breck & Sons (Boston, 1818) and 
as president of the Massachusetts Horti- 
cultural Society (1859-1862). He also 
wrote The Flotrer Garden, a book on 
flower cultivation and shrubbery and was 
one of the founding members of the 
American Seed Trade Association. He 
experimented with different forms of 
catalogues and utilized marketing tech- 
niques such as including essays on gar- 
dening and targeting specific markets. 






{( 
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Luther Breck in the late 1950s, 

the heyday of his business career. 
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Turning to Mail-Order 

I had entered Breck’s in the inid- 
1930s; by the early 1950s my father 
permitted me to run some tiny House 
and Garden ads for a bird feeder. (I was 
quite excited, and ran each day to see 
if there were any answers to the ad!) 
In short, we sold enough bird feeders 
that we continued and developed a 
small mail-order business. The busi- 
ness was so small that when the or- 
ders came in they were written up by 
hand, by the telephone operator at her 
switchboard. Since the mail-order 
business involved cash with order- 
no 800 numbers, no credit cards — 
what we had was money orders, 
cheques and occasional cash, even 
occasionally some stamps! — in other 
words, remittance with order when 
the good ladies responded to the 
catalogs and advertisements. 


Breck’s original headquarters at 51 No. Market St. in Faneuil Square (facing Dock 
Square) is now the site of the Bostonian Hotel. This photo (c. 1900, with Faneuil 
Hall on the left, Quincy market on the right) shows the horse-drawn pedlars’ wag- 
ons loading up with produce for street-hawking and transport to retail outlets. 
Also pictured are a dime and half eagle from the Breck Collection. Perhaps coins 
similar to these were jingling in the pockets of the merchants in Quincy market. 


Eventually one day I called a small meeting at my home 
in Wellesley, and put the kibosh on everything except mail- 
order. Out went the private estate trade, the florists, the 
wholesale, the market gardeners, the manufacturing of our 
own brand of seeds, sprays, fertilizers. Outwent everything 
except mail-order to the American consumer (or housewife, 
if you prefer). 

Suddenly a wonderful thing happened. We had been in- 
debted to the four major banks in Boston — we were the old- 
est account at State Street Bank (they had a framed docu- 
ment to that effect on the wall of their directors’ room) — 
and to the Small Business Administration of the federal gov- 
ernment. In short, we were in hock up to our eyeballs, not 
bankrupt, but simply owing everybody money in an orderly 
way, a constant worry to my father and subsequently, to me. 
All of a sudden, we owed nothing to any bank, because we 
had no accounts receivable as we did in the old days, with 
dealers and florists and market gardeners and even Daniel 
Webster. Daniel Webster used to trade with us regularly for 
his agricultural supplies, but it was his custom to pay once a 
year. He’d come in with a loud flourish and hand in the 
money for his year’s purchases, so he was an “accounts re- 


ceivable” at the retail level. I mention it only because he was 
such a famous man, and we had one of his ploughs that we 
put in our store window to show how respectable we were! 

Now in the course of this mail-order growth and de- 
velopment we were virtual pioneers in this industry, which 
today has become enormous — in the tens of billions of dol- 
lars per year of business. We sold both miscellaneous and 
gift items as well as horticultural ones; all my competitors 
tried the horticultural but they never could do it. We had 
mail-order flourishing from tiny ads, little skimpy fliers of 
bird feeders and paper-white narcissus bulbs. I tried up- 
scale clothing, but I couldn’t do it. You can’tjust decide to 
add something, even though I hired good people to select 
the clothing. It isn’t whether you know about it, it’s 
whether “The People” trust you in this category of goods. 
“The People” would trust us on the horticultural because 
enough of our old image was retained. So we learned that 
lesson often and early. 

As the mail-order business grew, I would hire special- 
ists — such as three Montgomery Ward graduates from Al- 
bany, who came in to do nothing but mechanize the ware- 
housing and the order-filling and the mail-opening actnh- 
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An 1845 Breck’s catalogue cover 
and interior page showing some of the very interesting 
equipment available from the company at that time. 


tics, which can be amazingly specialized. You don’tjust open 
the mail and hand it around — everything is systematized. 
None of us home-grown people knew how to do that, but I 
did know enough to hire some people who did know. So by 
grafting their expertise onto our skeleton, we became mail- 
order professionals. We learned to hire special people for 
buying, people for promotional activities, advertising, etc. 

Unfortunately, while my father encouraged me to start in 
with this mail-order project, he never did sec it finish. 1 think 
he could see it coming and growing; 1 think he was pleased, 
but I don’t think he ever saw the day where there was not a 
bank debt or a government loan. He died early, at age 57. 

On the Bandwagon 

Soon I started a little subsidiary company called Band- 
wagon Manufacturing. The concept here was that we would 
produce and distribute items suitable for the mail-order 
trade — our competitors’ catalogs! Supposedly, they were 
buying from Bandwagon, and didn’t feel they were enrich- 
ing Breck’s coffers thereby. But that was really a joke, be- 
cause they all knew that Breck’s owned Bandwagon, so I 
wasn’t fooling anybody much. 

We had a line of widgets and gadgets (perhaps 20-40 


items) and we made money and actually the 
thing grew big enough that I thought it 
needed a separate president. So, I ran an ad 
(‘'President Wanted”) and it was undoubtedly 
the most successful ad I ever ran — I was del- 
uged with applications from people who 
wanted to come in off the street and become 
president of a corporation! It’s a foolproof for- 
mula. And out of all these answers I winnowed 
out a fellow and made him president. 

Jack Crawford was fairly new, out of 
Middlebury College, and he (with a few cronies 
from Middlebury) had gone to Honolulu and set 
up shop in one of the big hotels to peddle army, 
navy and airforce surplus items. This was shortly 
enough after WWII that they were pioneers — ^a 
group of college boys, sitting in a suite at the big 
Honolulu hotel, was a refreshing difference. Their 
surplus included life rafts, I remember, and avia- 
tors’ medals, and all kinds of things like that. 

I hired Jack Crawford, who obviously was 
street-smart and very personable, and he ran Bandwagon 
for many years, until we weren’t making quite as much 
money as we used to. 1 propositioned him one day that we 
sell the whole thing to him, and let him run it his way. 
That was a good decision for him, and a good enough one 
for us — we got a little money out of it, and we no longer 
had to worry about what was happening to Bandwagon. 
Jack, on the other hand, showed an absolutely remarkable 
genius for running it, once it was his own. 

Now the interesting part of this relationship with Band- 
wagon is that out of it grew my interest in foreign travel. 
You cannot run a mail-order business without new and dif- 
ferent merchandise, and to find it you have to travel. So Jack 
was selling this stuff at the wholesale level, and I was buying 
it from him (and directly myself, especially in the case of 
Holland bulbs) and selling it at the retail level (Breck’s). So 
we had in common the need to find new and different items. 
Consequently we teamed up and started traveling. 

The result is that 1 have now visited 97 countries, most 
of them with Jack, and he by now has probably visited even 
more than that, because he’s been at it ever since I quit trav- 
eling. He’s particularly strong in Eastern Europe; Tin par- 
ticularly strong in the Islands, and neither of us is very strong 
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in South America — I don’t know why, wc just didn’t like 
South America, or we didn’t find much merchandise there. 
Anyway, we traveled high and low, and very nicely: first class, 
big hotels, everything very plush, and it was a lot of fun. 

And these days Jack goes to places that don’t yield any 
product; they just yield travel fun, like when he hires the 
sherpa guides in Nepal — he isn’t going to find any stuff 
among the yaks there! He just enjoys the mountain climb- 
ing with the sherpas. 

Selling the Company 

Everyone assumes that being named Breck, and having 
been born in this succession of Brecks for five generations, 
that I simply came along and inherited the business and enough 
stock. The truth of the matter is that I inherited nothing, and 
no stock. 

Eventually, I learned how many shares were out, I knew 
what the market value was, and I just kept collecting them. 
We’re talking about 400-500 share-holders and 4,000-5,000 
shares of stock, but you can only buy from one person at a 
time, you can’t put in an order for it. I tried that, I tried 
absolutely everything! I finally accumulated, believe it or 
not, 97-98% of the Breck’s stock. 

My next project was 
to sell the damn busi- 
ness, which was 
now 160 years old, 
doing X dollars of 


sales, and making x 
amount of money. I 
put on this huge cam- 
paign to sell it and fi- 
nally I sold it to a trad- 
ing-stamp company 
— dealers in incentive 
merchandise for cor- 
porations to reward 
their best salesmen, 
etc. It was a very poor 
fit, there was no syn- 
ergy as hoped. We 
never combined the 
computers, we never 
combined the switch- 
board, or anything. It 
was really a joke. Mr. 

E.F. McDonald, God 
bless him, never even 
came to Boston to see 

what he had bought, for example. We’re talking about a 
big wealthy company in Dayton, that bought 10 busi- 
nesses that year, just to give their executives more to do. 
It was a worthy goal, but they bought 10 unrelated things 
that didn’t pan out. They built a hotel in Brussels, a su- 
permarket chain in Italy — put them all together, you’ve 
got garbage. 


A fishing trip with Jack Crawford in Baja 
California, one of many such trips the two 
friends shared. 


A selection of the many horticultural medals awarded to Breck’s over the years. 
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So It was a sad day for those who loved the traditions 
of Breck’s and those who loved Mr. E.F. McDonald, a 
big benefactor to the Dayton community. It was a hor- 
rible fit and a dreadful miscalculation. He asked me to 
come out and explain what it was he had bought, and I 
did go out there and speak to their directors’ meetings. It 
was an unbelievable mismatch and it finally ended; I was 
fired early on, and soon they threw everyone out, includ- 
ing the president. They sent in their personnel manager 
to run the place for awhile, and then they sent in the pri- 
vate pilot of the president’s airplane! They didn’t know 
what they were doing. Finally they had an auction — and 
there went 175 years of Breck’s down the drain. 

Breck’s Today 

All that’s left is the Holland bulb business in Peoria, Illi- 
nois, owned by my friend Tom Foster who bought it at auc- 
tion. He bought the name, the mailing list, and my bulb 
formula, which to this day is the 
finest bulb-selling formula ever 
devised by man (if I may say so 
with becoming modesty). We sell 
the bulbs at the wrong time: we 
sell them when they’re in bloom. 

Everyone else in the world sells 


them in the fall, when they’re dormant, when you can pick 
them up and plant them. We sell them when they are bloom- 
ing and you can’t touch them! It worked a miracle, and 
they’re still doing it 30 years later. With my formula, Tom 
has been able to sell millions of dollars of bulbs! I had hoped 
to help him with the business but he gently put me off, say- 
ing he’d muddle along. He does a super job with the com- 
pany. 

Breck’s has always been a very fine name around Bos- 
ton, often misjudged as to the depth of its riches, but a good 
solid name going way back, with decent people. I was blessed 
with a great name to work with, and in the various things I 
did to change the company having that background was a 
huge asset to me. So when 1 say I started with nothing, I’m 
really talking about the bankroll — ^we had no bankroll. We 
were perilously close to bankrupcy when I joined the busi- 
ness, with all these banks breathing down our necks, and 
the Federal Government to boot! 

Therefore, starting with little except a 
fine name, I did accomplish the creation of 
a successful, almost pioneering, business 
(meaning mail-order), and was able thereby 
(also successfully passing the torch to oth- 
ers by selling it) to provide a comfortable 
financial environment for my family and 
myself for as far as the eye could see. 


A selection ofB reek’s catalogues spanning 
almost a century. From left to right: 1867, 
1888, 1954, 1960-61. 
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The New Kid on the Block 




You about to participate in an exciting pre- 
mier numismatic event. The newly formed Ameri- 
can Numismatic Rarities, LLC, is proudly presenting 
for your consideration an outstanding assortment of 
numismatic treasures that is bound to appeal to col- 
lectors of all interests, and titillate even those who may 
not be seasoned auction buyers. 1 was privileged to 
have a sneak preview of the material in this extraordi- 
nary sale and am happy to share with you my impres- 
sions of the quality of the material, and professional- 
ism that has gone into presenting it at public auction. 

It is no secret that my burning numismatic pas- 
sion lies in the literature and research connected with 
the hobby. Books and auction catalogues are insepa- 
rable from the coins they describe, and indispensable 
to successful collecting. Those of you who feel the same 
will quickly see that this auction has been catalogued 
with the kind of care and attention that we have come 
to expect from the veteran American Numismatic 
Rarities team. You can anticipate finding something 
new and interesting on every page of this catalogue. 
The listings are thorough, informative, descriptive and 
accurate, whether the coin is rare or common. That is 
what transforms an ordinary auction catalogue into a 
functional reference work. 

The evolution of this catalogue is reminiscent 

of the David S. Wilson sale of March 1907 that was 
S.H. Chapman’s first auction after a 27-year partner- 
ship with his brother Henry Chapman. S.H. contin- 
ued to produce quality auction catalogues and even 
surpassed those of the old association. Chapman’s pre- 
mier sale, like this one, contained an exciting offering 
of gold rarities and Proof coins, patterns, and a little 
bit of everything. That sale featured the first offering 
of an 1861-D dollar at a price (it realized $280!) that 
will be interesting to compare with what the piece in 


this sale brings. It is not unlikely 
that this very catalogue will take 
its place in your library along 
side those of Chapman and 
other classics of the past. In here 
you will find something 
memorable to fit every taste 
from the ultra rare to modern 
collectibles. 

There are far too many 
highlights in this sale to list 
them all individually. Among 
those that I found most intrigu- 
ing are the exceptional Colonial 
coins that include a pleasing assortment of Massachu- 
setts silver Oak Tree pieces, and many high-grade cop- 
per pieces, a unique Getz “cent” in copper on a small 
planchet, and extraordinary examples of Immunis 
Columbia and Chalmers coins, as well as several nice 
Newjersey coppers. Of special interest to copper col- 
lectors will be the MS-62 BN 1795 Punctuated Date 
half cent, and a respectable run of Proofs from 1833 to 
1856. Two Condition Census 1793 cents "will whet 
the appetite of everyone. The first is a Sheldon-3 Chain 
cent that is NGC certified as MS-64 BN. That deli- 
cacy is followed by an equally desirable Wreath S-lla, 
in EF-45, ex-French, that was last auctioned in 1933. 
The successful buyer of that coin will get not only an 
extraordinary coin, but also a piece of numismatic his- 
tory, as described in Lot 107. Be sure to read the elec- 
trifying details of how this coin came to be included 
in this sale. 

The Larry Steve collection of small cents will 
intrigue many with its dazzling 1858/7 in MS-64, and 
other exciting varieties. Larry is a founder and former 
president of the “Fly-In” Club and a devoted stu- 
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dent of Flying Eagle and Indian cents. He has dis- 
covered many new varieties and done much to popu- 
larize the series. His collection, which is now offered 
in this sale, is particularly rich in rarities and high- 
grade specimens. An equally amazing collection of 
five-cent nickel coins is also on the block. The Rdch- 
ard M Collection of Proof Buffalo nickels is the cur- 
rent second finest “Set Registry,” and all-time third 
finest set according to PCGS. Silver coins included 
in this sale feature key dates and emphasis on the ex- 
ceptional condition of Uncirculated and Proof pieces. 
The 1796 quarter in AU-58 and 1797 dollar in MS- 
62, will both elicit spirited bidding, as will the 1873- 
CC No Arrows half dollar. Gold in this sale is equally 
impressive with many gems and scarce branch mint 
examples. The landmark 1879 S4 Stella in Proof-67 
may well set a new price record. 

Filling the role of something for everyone is a 

selection of gold commemorative coins that are part 
of the Luther A. Breck collection, the current second 
finest set on the PCGS Registry. The intriguing story 
of Luther Beck is presented elsewhere in this catalogue, 
and will be an inspiration to all collectors. Imagine 
adding one or more of his coins to your collection! 
The Proof coins in this sale include not only superb 
gold issues, but complete Proof sets of 1898 and 1908. 
Territorial gold and fascinating pieces from the S.S. 
Central America recovery are highlighted, along with a 
run of 175 certified California Fractional Gold pieces. 
It is rare to find so many different varieties of these 
tiny coins offered at any one time. The listings will 
probably be used for years to come as a reference and 


price guide. Among the other unusual items included 
are two mind-bending off-center Morgan dollars and 
an incredible double struck 1923 Peace dollar. 

Pattern coins are among the hottest items to- 
day, and are represented by almost 100 pieces in this 
sale. They are sure to attract excited attention from 
the new generation of collectors that are learning to 
appreciate their beauty and rarity. Spirited bidding is 
expected in this area in anticipation of a new edition 
of the Judd reference book that is scheduled to be re- 
leased in August. Q. David Bowers has edited the ex- 
panded and updated revision. And a special new sec- 
tion has also been added to the Guide Book of United 
States Coins, giving an overview and capsule glimpse 
of the world of pattern collecting. 

The premier auction of American Numis- 
matic Rarities, LLC, of Wolfeboro, NH, promises 
to be a gala event to be long remembered. You are 
invited to attend in person to join in the excitement 
and opportunity to acquire some of the memorable 
coins that will cross the auction block. The sale will 
be held at the Pier 5 Hotel, on the waterfront in Balti- 
more, a short walk from the Baltimore Convention 
Center and the ANA Money Show, in the heart of 
the historic Inner Harbor. The setting will give visi- 
tors a chance to participate not only in an outstanding 
auction, but to take in the flavor of a city steeped in 
numismatic tradition and lore. 

Ken Bressett 

ANA Past President 

Editor, Guide Book of United States Coins 
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S ESSION 

Friday, July 25 - 1:00 pm Sharp 
Harbor West Room 


COLONIAL AND EARLY 
AMERICAN COINS 

Our Classics Sale begins with a superb selection of American clas- 
sics - the avidly collected issues of the colonial and Confederation 
era. Once newcomers overcome the initial trepidation brought on 
by the swarm of information that .surrounds these issues - die variet- 
ies and die states, varied weights and striking qualities, and more - 
they inevitably count these issues among their favorites to collect 
and study. Our offering begins with the charming issues of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay Colony, including several nice quality Oak Tree shil- 
lings and particularly nice examples of the twopence and threepence 
denominations. Specialists in state coinage will find our offerings of 
Connecticut, Newjersey, and Massachusetts coppers to include sev- 
' eral scarce varieties and Condition Census specimens, including some 
Mint State pieces! If your interest in pre-federal coins is by variety, or 
by major type, we hope you will find these pieces meet your quality 
I standards. Among colonial type coins, a superb Pitt halfpenny, excel- 
lent Long Worm Chalmers shilling, and a unique specimen of the 
1 Getz “cent” in copper are highlights, and the Libertas Americana 
medal of 1783 bridges the gap between our Revolutionary history 
I and the earliest days of the U.S Mint. 


Pleasing VF Oak Tree Shilling 



(2x plioto) 


1 1652 Massachusetts Oak Tree shilling. Noe-1. Rarity-3. VF- 

30 (PCGS). Even medium gray with light gray devices and choice 
eye appeal for the grade. Struck on an oblong planchet, IN weak but 
present on obverse, DO of DOM soft but present on reverse, 
planchet crack through G of ENGLAND, inborn flaw at rim at N 
of IN. The tree and central reverse are very bold, as are nearly all of 
the legends, a few hairlines noted between II of the denomination 
under magnification. This piece would make an ideal Oak Tree t\y>c 
coin, free of notable post-striking flaws and full of \TSual appeal. 

71.0 grains, according to encapsulation. 

Freni Stack's sale of the Haiti Collection of Massachusetts Silirr, Janu- 
ary 2002, Lot 14. 
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parallel with the top ot'the harp IiKideiually, as noted in the Norweb catalogue, a 
small hoard of silver farthings including the Roper coin, the Robison coin, the 
Steinberg com, the first Norweb coin, the Brand II coin, and the Promised Lands 
,Pme Tree) coin appeared in the last centurs' All of those nieiiuoned were from 
the s,une dies as each other but dilTerent dies from the presently offered coin. In- 
deed, the Nc^rweb sale is the only sale we know of containing a specimen of this 
variety, a piece that similarly was graded AU-5() m the sale. 


Very Rare LON DON Elephant Token 



(2x photo) 


12 Undated Elephant token. LON DON variety. Breen-10, 
Hodder 2-D. VE-20 (PCGS). Rich medium to dark olivT-brovvn, 
a shade darker on obverse than reverse. A detailed specimen, well 
deserving of its assigned grade, central reverse not quite fully struck 
up as seen on all but a few individual high-grade survivors of this 
variety. Some microscopic roughness at top of obverse and scattered 
around devices, light planchet striations at central reverse as often 
seen, light handling marks and scratches include several tiny circular 
digs on obverse. Three minor reverse rim nicks are noted for accu- 
racy. One of the rarest of the Elephant token varieties, and one that 
often goes years between offerings. The Roper and Norweb pieces 
are two of the nicest, with Breen’s plate coin showing moderate 
roughness. A thorough census of this variety has not been done, but 
it seems likely that a dozen or fewer survive in all grades. A signifi- 
cant variety and well-known rarity within the colonial series. 


13 


Glossy High-Grade Pitt Halfpenny 



1766 Pitt halfpenny. Breen-251. Betts-519. AU-53 (PCGS). 

Glossy milk chocolate brown with superb eye appeal. Lively sur- 
faces retain significant lustre and show only light, even WTar on the 
highest points. Smooth and well-preserved with only a tiny patch of 
roughness noted between the third and fourth buttons on Pitt’s great 
coat. Some old, parallel pinscratches are noted with a glass above 
and behind Pitt’s head but are not a significant distraction, a few 
lighter ones are scattered and unimportant on the reverse. A su- 
premely popular colonial type coin for good reason, the Pitt 
halfpenny directly relates to the Stamp Act controversy and the po- 
litical awareness that sprung from that attempt at American taxa- 
tion. The present specimen is an ideal representative of this avidly 
sought copper. 


Lustrous 1767 French Colonies Sou 

An Underrated Rarity in High Grade 



14 French Colonies. 1767-A sou. Breen-700. No counterstamp. 
MS-62 BN (PCGS). Rich lustrous chocolate brown with a hint of 
faded mint color on the mintmark side (reverse?). The surfaces are 
free of serious marks, though several parallel scratches and filemarks 
that pre-existed the striking of the planchet remain visible, account- 
ing for the assigned grade. The initial appearance is that of a higher 
grade, and the central strike on both sides is finer than usually en- 
countered. This emission, which saw great circulation among the 
Caribbean Isles and presumably those North American ports which 
fed off their trade, was a successful one; the coins circulated widely 
and mostly became well worn. In 1793, most of the issue (though 
perhaps not the 95% that Breen estimates) was counterstamped RF 
as a revaluation for Guadeloupe, the island for which France sacri- 
ficed Canada by the Peace of 1763. Few serious colonial type col- 
lections contain a piece finer than VF, with Extremely Fine speci- 
mens something of a surprise inclusion. Only a few individual pieces 
arc known finer than this, with only one or two with real claims to 
gem status; given the realities of a global coin market, it seems un- 
likely than many superb gems arc hiding in French collections in 
the modern day. The present example would serve a colonial tvpe 
coin connoisseur well and will never require an upgrade. 
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15 1785 Vermont copper. Ryder-2. Landscape, VERMONTS. 

Rarity-2. EF-45 (PCGS). Brassy tan devices contrast with dark 
olive and light brown fields. An extremely sharp specimen of the 
VEIGVIONTS type, with an especially bold date not yet affected by 
the coming die crack and full legends, though the area where 
DECIM A ends and STELLA begins is a bit weak. The surfaces show 
some very fine pitting and granularity, but the overall impact is posi- 
tive. Nice sunface and central devices, the plow just beginning to 
fade from die sinking. A good type coin. 


16 1786 Vermont copper. Ryder-8. Landscape, VERMON- 
TENSIUM. Rarity-4-. VF-20 (PCGS). Lovely chocolate brown 
and tan, highly glossy to the naked eye, coated v^th a thin layer of 
removable lacquer that has begun to flake in places. Lacquer, a prob- 
lem until the first drop of acetone makes it a non-issue, has protected 
many coins’ surfaces quite ably and this coin is no exception. Though 
some minor fissures are noted under ONTE and above the plowbeam, 
the planchet quality is far above that which one usually encounters on 
a Ryder-8, which seems to be one of the more plagued varieties of the 
series, along with the next Ryder number in the series. The strike is 
even and the legends are complete to the letter, giving the appearance 
of a great rarity: an undergraded certified confederation copper! In- 
deed, once the flaking lacquer is properly removed, this coin will ap- 
pear vastly better and will indeed go up a partial grade to most observ- 
ers. A very nice example of this variety indeed. 

17 1786 Vermont copper. Ryder 8. Landscape, VERMON- 
TENSIUM. Rarity-4-. F-12. Dark brown with granular surfaces. 
A sharp example with full obverse legends and date, the last few 
letters of PUBLICA somewhat weak, reverse legends full except for 
first few letters of DECIMA. Soft at plow and opposite area on re- 
verse. Several deep crisscross scratches are noted at central obverse. 
A nicely detailed coin that is ideal for a budget-minded collector 
seeking an example of the Landscape type. 

95.9 grains. 

From the colkctiofi of Mike Bristow. 


18 1786 Vermont copper. Ryder-8. Landscape, VERMON- 

TENSIUM. Rarity-4. VF-20+. Nice glossy tan, a choice color 


that lends exceptional eye appeal to this specimen. Depression at lower 
right obverse above date, an artifact of the striking process, tiny nick 
at top of 1 of date, light roughness at D of DECIMA likewise a strik- 
ing defect. Complete legends save for the last few letters of PUB- 
LICA, ideal centering, bold date. About as nice a Vermont landscape 
in this grade range as a collector could hope for — a lovely type coin. 

108.8 grains. 


19 1788 Vermont copper. Ryder-16, Mailed Bust Right. Rarity- 

1. VF-30. Nice glossy medium brown with mostly smooth sur- 
faces showing only insignificant roughness among letters of legend. 
The usual central obverse depression is barely noted here, effaced 
by a bold strike that likewise leaves only a tiny depression at central 
reverse. Full date on planchet, no flaws of consequence. Popular 
among type collectors, Ryder- 16s draw strong premiums with su- 
perlative color and smooth surfaces like this. 

100.7 grains. 


20 1788 Vermont copper. Ryder-24, Mailed Bust Right. Rarity- 

3. VF-30. Two-tone dark brown and tan with good eye appeal de- 
spite moderate roughness on both sides. Very sharp for the variety, 
full date and legends and strong central detail. Some minor corro- 
sion below bust, minor pinscratches blend into patina. Far sharper 
than most of this variety, a good Vermont copper for the new colo- 
nial enthusiast. 

115.2 grains. 


21 1788 Vermont copper. Ryder-25, Mailed Bust Right. Rarity - 

2+. VF-35. No undertype. Medium brown and tan with smooth 
surfaces and good eye appeal. Some surface dirt is noted, but the 
surfaces appear pleasing and glossy with a bare minimum of rough- 
ness. Nicely struck and well detailed, a very sharp specimen of this 
variety, which appears on both virgin and host planchets. A few^ tiny 
fissures noted under date, reverse aligned towards 12:00, much of 
ET off planchet, obverse aligned to 3:00 with AUCTORl hanging 
on rim. A high quality^ Vermont copper to represent the tyy>e or 
variety^ 

111.7 grains. 
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Tfie Rare 1787 Hercules Head CT Copper 



1787 Connecticut copper. Miller 7-1, the Hercules Head. 
Rarity-6. VF-30, countcrstanipcd. An important com among the 
Connecticut series, a high-grade specimen of a distinctive and rare 
v’uriety. Pleasing medium brown with nearly smooth surtaces, lightly 
rough at peripheries and showing several significant parallel vertical 
striations on the reverse. Twice counterstamped with a punch re- 
sembling the letter 1. once neatly in the right obverse field and again 
below central reverse, an impression that mildly distorts the nose of 
the Fk'rcules figure. A single horizontal striation is noted at the chin 
on the obverse, nicely centered with date nearly fully on planchet 
and all digits legible, die rotation near 90 \ full legends and remark- 
ably bold detail. Indeed, this piece likely ranks among the very sharp- 
est known, nearly as sharp as the Oechsner coin and about the same 
as the Roper piece, both ofwhich werenoted as being in the Condi- 
tion Census recently. The counterstamp, of course, affects the value 
of the piece but the desirability' of a seriously sharp specimen of the 
1787 Hercules Head remains high. A coin to chase if Connecticut 
coppers are a significant interest. 

132.6 grains. 



1787 Connecticut copper. Miller 13-D, Mailed Bust Left. 
Rarity'-2. VF-35+. Smooth chocolate brown with lovely eye ap- 
peal. C.hoice for the grade, obverse misaligned a trifle to 7:00, full 
legends and date with no significant flaws. A perfect cy'pe coin. 
133.2 grams. 



1787 Connecticut copper. Miller 33. 2-z. 5. Draped Bust Left. 
Rarity- 1. AU-50 (PCGS). Highly glossy chocolate brown strikes 
a pleasing balance with tan brassy highlights. Very attractive, boldly 
detailed, a more even and sharper strike than either of the Perkins 
Loms, both graded EF. Some typical central roughness m the de- 
vices, small patch of roughness at the seated figure’s bun on the re- 
verse. An ideal type com with uncommon eye appeal. 


Mint State 1787 Miller 33.3-W.l 

Condition Census 



(2.\ photo) 


37 1787 Connecticut copper. Miller 33.3-W.l. Draped Bust Left. 

Rarity-5. MS-62 BN (PCGS). Full frosty' lustre on mahogany 
brown surfaces. A sharp and lovely piece, ranking in the Condition 
Census for the variety'. Nice strike, minor central roughness, soft at 
central reverse figure but fully defined nonetheless aside from the 
w'cak tace, planchet chip at shoulder of seated figure, tiny nick at 
obverse figure’s nose. Die states slightly earlier than the Perkins piece, 
better defined and smoother than that Condition Census specimen. 
Full date, really a lovely coin. As a ty'pe coin, a lustrous Draped Bust 
Left is not encountered every day and is worthy ot strong support as 
such; specialists may find that this piece is even more special as a 
superb example of this scarce v'ariety'. 

FCGS Population: 2, 1 finer (lVlS-63 BN). 


Lustrous 1787 Connecticut Copper 



38 1787 Connecticut copper. Miller 33.7-r.2. Draped Bust Lett. 

Rarity'-l. EF-40 (PCGS). (Choice chocolate hrowni with an abun- 
dance of frosty lustre - enough that a grade signiticantlv higher than 
that assigned w'ould not be questioned by most collectors ot the se- 
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rics. Sonic roughness on head of obverse figure and at central re- 
verse, softness of strike typical of this somewhat abundant variety. 
No post-striking flaws, we note only a tiny spot above U of 
AUCTORI. A superb type coin, choice and beautiful and ideal for 
a high quality collection. 



39 1787 Connecticut copper. Miller 33.34-z.ll. Draped Bust 

Left. Rarity-5 . EF-45 (PCGS). Attractive light to medium brown 
with orange-tan highlights on the obverse. Pleasing even strike and 
good eye appeal. Nice for the grade, slightly less sharp than the 
Perkins coin, an above average specimen. 


Condition Census M. 37.13-HH 



40 1787 Connecticut copper. Miller 37.13-HH, Draped Bust Left. 

Rarity-5 or better. EF-45. A choice specimen of this rare variety, 
ideally centered on a light brown planchet with brassy high points. 
Some light parallel striae on both sides, a tiny patch of roughness 
between the head and rim, sharply detailed and nicely struck. A 
Condition Census quality specimen of the variety, with the Perkins 
cataloguer noting the best seen is a Choice EF coin. The punctua- 
tion IS especially bold, and unusual detail is also present in the shield 
and hair on the reverse. A prize for the Connecticut copper special- 
ist and an upgrade for most collectors. 

126.2 grains. 

Exquisite AUCTOPI Copper 

1787 Miller 41-ii 



41 1787 Connecticut copper. Miller 41-ii. Draped Bust Left, the 

AUCTOPI variety. Rarity-4. VF-30 (PCGS). One of the nic- 
est examples we’ve seen ofthis popular and scarce variety. Fully glossy 
smooth tan surfaces, traces of lustre apparent, no marks of any con- 
sequence and only the most minor planchet striations in the left 
obverse field noted for identification ofthis probable Condition 
Census specimen. Some softness of strike at base of seated figure 


on reverse, date full, AUCTOPI clear though die is beginning to 
erode, nicely struck obverse. The Perkins coin was a little sharper 
in areas but was microgranular. Connecticut specialists will find 
this piece to be one of the most desirable specimens ofthis variety 
to come on the market in many years, and they may even adjudge 
this piece’s grade to be higher than the level offered on the encap- 
sulation. 


Rare 1788 M. 3-B.l Overstrike 



42 1788 Connecticut copper. Miller 3-B.l. Mailed Bust Right. 

Rarity-6. F-12. Overstruck on 1785 Nova Constellatio, Pointed 
Rays, Large U.S., variety indeterminate. Dark chocolate brown with 
significant gloss and pleasing tan high points. Surfaces are micro- 
scopically granular but most acceptable, very fine scratches over most 
of the surface area of both sides blend into patina, scrape from rim at 
3:00 on reverse. The undertype shows boldly on both sides, espe- 
cially at centers, with some peripheral legends and stars visible un- 
der scrutiny. Obverse misaligned to 3:00 as sometimes seen on this 
variety, reverse well centered, die alignment 160 A sharper than 
average specimen of this interesting and rare die marriage that is 
typically seen with Nova Constellatio undertypes. 

104.0 grains. 

From the collection of Mike Bristow, 



43 1787 New Jersey copper. Maris 6-C. Rarity-4. VF-25. Lovely 

deep chocolate brown with a bold, even strike for the variety. Un- 
commonly seen so fine, nearly full denticles on the obverse, the beau- 
tiful C reverse stands out with bold detail and excellent visual appeal 
for the grade. Minor depression at central reverse, some surface rough- 
ness in obverse legend, free of serious handhng marks. The 6-C is a 
distinctive and popular variety, many times rarer than the 6-D and 
with the added cachet of a die hnk to the very rare Immunis Colum- 
bia and Gen, Washington mules. The present example will answ^er 
the call for an above average specimen seen on so many w^ant lists of 
those enthusiastic about the New Jersey copper series. 

142.8 grains. 
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vanorv which places it among the most detailed specimens from these 
dies. Small patch of roughness to lower left of shield, scattered light 
handling marks, tiny rim bruise at point of plow, die flaw advanced 
above R in PLURIBUS. The shield lines are intact and the jumbo- 
nostrilled horsehead is bold even in mane details. A significant rar- 
iw in this grade range, superior to the Henry Garrett coin, similar 
in sharpness terms to Taylor s, lacking in O’Donnell. A worthy ad- 
dition to any collection of the scries. 

147.4 grains. 


55 



1787 New Jersey copper. Maris 48-g. Rarity-l. VF-30. Glossy 
medium brown with smooth surfaces and tan highpoints. A lovely 
example of this frequently encountered variety and popular type coin, 
two rim bruises atop the obverse are none too serious, tiny spot 
along right side of shield, some natural striations above NOVA. Late 
die state with diagonal crack across shield, few denticles remaining. 
A nice mid-grade type coin. 

147.1 grains. 


56 


57 


Sharp 1788 Head Left New Jersey 




1788 New Jersey copper. Maris 50-f. Head Left. Rarity-3. VF- 
25. Pleasing medium to dark brown with light tan central high- 
lights. Some light striations and underlying microscopic roughness 
IS visible on the planchct, but overall visual appeal is strong. Obverse 
is especially bold, with only light weakness at the Rilly visible letters 
CAE at 12:00, reverse weaker as always with light strike at base of 
shield also atTecting E. A pleasing specimen in this grade range, above 
average quality for this v'ery desirable type. 

150.4 grains. 



1788 Newjersey copper. Maris 50-f. Head Left. Rarity-3. VF- 

25. Deep steel with typical striated surfaces. Obverse is very sharp, 
more detailed than the reverse as usually seen, with full legends and 
bold date. The reverse is better detailed than usual with RIBUS 
UNUM plain, strong lines through most of the shield, and the den- 
ticles on the left side all present. A patch of corrosion is present at 
the upper left corner of the shield, other tiny pits noted on shield 


are inoffensive. A very desirable specimen of the popular and scarce 
Head Left type, an example most collectors would be more than 
happy to owm. 

139.6 grains. 


Bold Maris 56-n Overstrike on Machin’s l/2d 



58 1787 Newjersey copper. Maris 56-n. Rarity-1. VF-30. Struck 

on a 1787 Machin’s Mills halfpenny, Vlack 19-87C. Even deep gray- 
brown with nice surface quality and overall appeal. An impressive 
overstrike with the large 1787 date of the host bold to the right of 
the smaller Newjersey date, much of the seated Britannia plain, 
and III REX bold at the reverse periphery, allowing for positive at- 
tribution of the undertype. Only tiny handling marks commensu- 
rate with the grade, no serious post-striking flaws. Mans 56-n, 
perhaps the single most common state copper variety, appears 
with a great diversity of host coins, with Connecticut coppers 
most common by a significant margin. Machin’s Mills halfpenny 
undertypes are significantly scarcer, and they infrequently appear 
this bold. A sharp and smooth example that will enamor any spe- 
cialist in the series. 

125.1 grams. 


59 


Breen Plate Maris 62-q 


Large Planchet 



1787 Newjersey copper. Maris 62-q. Rarity-1. EF-45. Glossy 
chocolate brown with exquisite smooth, hard surfaces. Exceptional 
eye appeal, some light surface dirt clings to devices, oval splash of 
mahogany beneath horse’s neck identifies this clearly as the Breen 
plate coin for Breen-941 in the Encyclopedia. Tiny nick below center 
of shield, central details at least average for the grade, well centered 
with at least the tips of all denticles present, late die state with crack 
at point of plow. One of the most popular varieties in the New Jer- j 
sey series for the type collector, a natural considering its broad im- 
pressive planchet stock and distinctive designs. Specialists and type 
collectors alike will enjoy the nice color and surfaces of this speci- 
men as well as its relative fame among others of this variety as the 
Breen plate coin. A very desirable horsehead copper. 

147.5 grams. 
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Superb Maris 63-q Large Planchet 



60 1787 New Jersey copper. Maris 63-q. Rarity-1. EF-45. Glossy 

and smooth dark chocolate brown surfaces with slightly hghter de- 
signs. A most attractive example with excellent surfaces and sharp- 
ness in the range of the Condition Census of this variety. Minor 
depression on horse’s neck, a few faint pinscratches noted under 
scrutiny but not serious within usual central reverse soft spot, heavy 
cud at upper left corner of shield. Reverse ideally centered, obverse 
barely misaligned towards 4:00. A very nice copper, an upgrade for 
many specialist or a perfect type coin that the new owner should be 
proud to display. 

157.2 grains. 


The Taylor 63-q 



61 1787 New Jersey copper. Maris 63-q. Large Planchet. Rarity- 

1. F-15 (PCGS). An undergraded coin, called a VF-20 in the 1987 
Taylor sale and perhaps even a bit better than that. Ideal medium brown 
surfaces are smooth and appealing, a sharp specimen with some defi- 
nition in the often flat eye and peripheral portions of the centrally 
weak shield bold. Some inconsequential roughness is noted mostly 
within the legends, tiny depression near upper center of shield, nick 
at corner of N in UNUM makes identification of this piece simple. 
Late die state with crack to P in PLURIBUS from rim. In demand as 
a Large Planchet type coin, this piece is nicer than most and has enough 
eye appeal to make it a happy inclusion in any collection. The 
O’Donnell collection lacked this relatively common variety. 

154.1 grains, according to the Taylor catalogue. 

Frow Alictkvis by Bonders and Merena, Inc. sale of the Frederick B. 
Taylor Collection, March 1987, Lot 2259. 


The Damon Douglas 68-w 




62 1787 New Jersey copper. Maris 68-w. Rarity-5. VF-20. Pleas- 

ing tan devices contrast with dark olive fields. Moderately and evenly 


rough on both sides, compact planchet precludes presence of date, 
two tiny clips at O of NOVA and C of CAESAILEA. Legends bold, 
depression at central reverse, inborn planchet lamination at N of 
NOVA, excellent detail for this rare variety which seems unfairly 
slanted towards low-grade, ugly specimens. Despite its surfaces, this 
piece retains good visual appeal and has no significant problems. A 
good chance to add a rarity to your collection. 

128.6 grains. 

From Stack 's sale of the Damon Douglas Collection of New Jersey Cop- 
pers, in the Robert Kissner sale of June 1975, Lot 175. iVhile the piece is 
itnplated, the description describes this piece perfectly including ''a plaiichet 
flawatNofNOVA.^^ 


Mint State 1787 MA Half Cent 

Condition Census 



63 1787 Massachusetts half cent. Ryder 1-D. Rarity-4. MS-62 

BN (NGC). The “Floating Boot” obverse. Lustrous golden brown 
with some olive highlights. Good eye appeal, some microscopic pits 
scattered in fields and minor hairlines on the reverse, struck as well 
as the similar Norweb coin with small central obverse weakness. 
Light scratch noted over left shoulder of eagle. A nice example of 
this scarce variety, part of the Condition Census that descends to 
AU - Mike Packard’s research indicates that this die pair is “tough 
above VF.” The Taylor Ryder 1-D was a porous Fine. An attractive 
coin, ideal for a specialist but a prime type coin as well. 


Rare Ryder 2-A 1787 MA Half Cent 

Condition Census 



64 1787 Massachusetts half cent. Ryder 2-A. Rarity-5+. MS-62 

BN (NGC). Even and glossy dark chocolate brown with hard sur- 
faces. Microscopic pitting is present on both sides, but does not 
impact the eye appeal in a serious way. A very bold strike, excellent 
definition throughout with only the most minor central weakness, 
earlier die state than the Norweb coin, with a smaller die flaw^ un- 
der MM of COMMON, similar sharpness to that coin but not quite 
as smooth. A rare variety, this specimen is of Condition Census 
quality and retains superb visual appeal. A prize for the advanced 
Massachusetts copper collector. 
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Choice EF 1787 Immiinis Columbia 



(2x photo) 

73 1787 Immunis Columbia copper. Breen-1137. EF-45. Excep- 

tional glossy chocolate brown with immense eye appeal. Smooth 
and attractive, ideal color to be sure. Some positively insignificant 
roughness is noted among the letters of the reverse legend, two small 
pits under liberty cap, perfectly centered with a complete date and 
all letters on planchet. An important Confederation-era coinage type, 
here represented by a finely detailed and very appealing specimen 
that w'ould grace any cabinet. 

170.2 grains. 

From Bowers and Merena's i\^ovcmber 1999 sale, Lot 26. 

Superb 1783 Chalmers Shilling 

Rare Long Worm Type 



74 1783 Chalmers shilling. Breen-1012. EF-40 (PCGS). Light sil- 

ver gray show^s pleasing undertones of pale blue and subtle gold. 
Quite simply, a lovely example of this Annapolis, Maryland emis- 
sion - a centered strike, good eye appeal, only faint handling marks. 
A small area of weakness is present at the base of the 3 in the date 
and at the opposite location at the reverse cluster, but the all-impor- 
tant centers are extremely bold for the grade on both sides. After 
havnng intensely studied the Chalmers issues for the last several 
months, your cataloguer (JK) is well aware of just how ugly these 


often arc and just how scarce the Long Worm variety is in compari- 
son to its Short Worm counterpart - at least five times scarcer and 
certainly more so in grades better than this. Indeed, the Long Worm 
is a significant rarity over EF grade, and even finer ones rarely have 
such sharp clasped hands on the reverse. At present, the market rec- 
ognizes no premium value for this die variety, a testament to the fact 
that most collectors are satisfied with but one Chalmers shilling. 
This market lethargy^ and the superb quality of this coin spells a seri- 
ous opportunity for bidders. A significant offering of this rarity. 

A study of the Chalmers silver issues of 1783 is complete, having been pre- 
sented at the most recent ANS Coinage of the Americas Conference, and awaits 
future publication. Chalmers, a silversmith, patriot, and Annapolis mover-and- 
shaker, went broke soon after his coinage was produced, became an itinerant 
preacher, freed his slaves, and became an outspoken advocate for the abolition of 
slavery. He also became a drunk and was thrown out of the Methodist Church for 
certain indiscretions in 1813. The Long Worm variety is best recognized by the 
hedge running from N to 1 (as opposed to N to N for the short worm) and the 
decoration beuveen ONE and SHILLING which contains no internal cross. It 
appears that the Long Worm shilling was struck after the Short Worms, which 
share a common reverse. 

75 1787 Auctori Plebis token. Breen-1187. EF-40 (PCGS). Light 

brown and gray with good visual appeal for this scarce token. Light, 
even wear with only light handling marks. A tough issue to acquire, 
especially in superb grades. Clearly inspired by the 1787-dated Con- 
necticut coppers, at least a few of which must havT made it to En- 
gland after their mintage to fall under the purview of a token manu- 
facturer who was enduring a day without creativity\ 


Rare Mott Token Variety 

Engrailed Edge, MS-63 (PCGS) 



76 “1789” Mott token. Breen-1025. Thin planchet, engrailed 

edge. MS-63 (PCGS). Medium brown and dark olive with much 
golden lustre \isible in recesses. Surface dirt clouds the lustre some- 
what, an easily remedied situation should the new owner be bold 
enough to let the token emerge from its plastic enclosure. In spite of 
this, the surfaces show some reflectivity and the detail is extremely 
sharp, a combination of fine preservation with the very early die 
state that is seen on others of the thin planchet, engrailed edge type. 
The Roper piece, another very sharp example of this variety, show's 
the reverse misaligned to the same position and degree as this ex- 
ample. This type is significantly scarcer than the other two Redbook 
types, and it is priced as such in the recent editions. The important 
engrailed edge is visible through the holder. Rarely encountered in 
such a grade, regardless of the type, this piece would serve exquis- 
itely in a t^pe set or a carefully assembled collection highlighting the 
different varieties of this enigmatic early token. 
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77 (ca. 1792) Kentucky token. Breen-1156. Lancaster edge. MS- 
65 BN (NGC). Remarkable cartwheel lustre racliates from lively 
golden brown surfaces that still show impressive amounts of inter- 80 

mingled mint color. Fully struck hand with faint crack above, ex- 
ceptional eye appeal for the issue, only the most minor contact marks. 

An above average quality example of this popular token issue. 


78 (ca 1792) Kentucky token. Breen-1156. Lancaster edge. MS- 
63 BN (PCGS). Mottled medium brown and tan with some mint 
color remaining in protected areas. Good surface quality and strike, 
a few tiny specks, an attractive specimen. 


Sharp and Attractive 1783 Georgius Triumpho 


1783 Georgius Triumpho. Breen-1184, Baker-7. AU-58 
(PCGS). Attractive light brown with pleasing surfaces. Superb 
sharpness for this usually flat issue, with good separation in the hair, 
detail in the profile, and bold peripheries on both sides. Light spot 
of verdigris hidden between MP of TPJUMPHO. A dark area is 
noted at EO of GEORGIUS with some other tiny specks elsewhere; 
this and other evidence of surface dirt would undoubtedly be mini- 
mized with a light brushing that would reveal natural lustre hidden 
beneath, which now peeks from the recesses. Late die state with 
crescent crack at upper reverse starting to affect the cage of bars but 
without seriously affecting central reverse detail like some later states. 
Date and all legends are sharp. This issue is rarely found sharper or 
more pleasing than this example 

Rightly included by Atkins in the “Evasion” series, this piece was likely struck 
in the 1790s when other halfpenny mutations with evasionary legends were struck 
m Birnungham, which can also be posited as the likely place of origin for this 
issue. 






Rare Talbot Allum and Lee Muling 

Blofield Cavalry 



79 1795 Talbot, Allum, and Lee / Blofield Cavalry mule. Breen- 

1051. MS-63. Lustrous and lightly reflective browm and tan with 
plentiful remaining mint color on the Blofield Cavalry side. Glossy 
and attractive, trifling peripheral roughness, Talbot side aligned to 
12:00 on the substantial 30.1 mm planchet, usual serpentine and 
dots edge device. An extremely rare muling, described on an ac- 
companying “Colonial American Coin Club / First Coinvestors” 
card by Walter Breen as “partly red UNC. Very rare, one of the two 
rarest of the Talbot Mules” with his usual purple signature and a 
photo of this piece. Rarely offered with even the most significant 
cabinets of early American coinage, an opportunity to set your col- 
lection apart with the inclusion of a truly rare token. 

169.0 grains. 



81 1791 Washington Large Eagle cent. Breen-1206, Baker-15. 

AU-55 (PCGS). Glossy light to medium brown wdth appealing 
surfaces. A very attractive specimen overall, a tiny patch of rough- 
ness at the arrow claw, dim old scratch from base of first N in WASH- 
INGTON. A very nice quality piece of this well-made Washington 
token. 



82 1791 Washington Small Eagle cent. Breen-1217. Baker-16. 

AU-58 (PCGS). Light and medium brown, gently mottled with 
pleasing lustre persisting. An attractive example of this handsome 
token contemporary to Washington's first term with only some 
minor surface dirt clinging to devices and legends. The surfaces are 
smooth and glossy. A fine example of one of the nicest portraits of 
Washington in the round. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC I\ARITIES 


IS 


The Classics Sale 


Unique Brecn-1355 Getz Pattern 
On Unusual Small Copper Planchet 



(2x photo) 


83 1792 Getz pattern or ‘‘cent.” Copper. Breen-1355. Unique. 

VF-25 or so. Appealing even chocolate brown with faint patches of 
light granularity. A fascinating piece, singled out by Walter Breen 
for enumeration on the basis of its 29.3 mm planchet. The piece 
show’s ideal and purposeful centering on the obverse, with Getz’s 
pleasing Washington bust to left nicely struck. The legends and date 
arc weak at the rim but are present in their majority even if ill-de- 
fined. The reverse does not show’ the same ideal centering, with OF 
AMERICA complete though the rest of the legend is mostly off the 
planchet; the stars and eagle arc complete and bold. 

While copper strikes from Getz's pattern dies are knowm, and 
called “cents” on the basis of relative size and composition, this is 
the only example known that closely imitates the size of the large 
cent as adopted. As struck in 1793, cents w^crc 208 grains by statute 
and tended to be a bit under 28 mm in diameter. This piece, by the 
1793 standard, is slightly underw’eight at 197.0 grains and oversize 
at 29.3 mm. It shows no sign of underrv’pe, but the size and weight 
preclude the ability to offliandedly dismiss that there is a federal cent 
lurking beneath. The edge is plain, though it could have been 
smoothed, given the w’cight. This is more sensible an explanation 
than a s’lrgin copper planchet produced to a given w’eight standard, 
since both the 1792 standard (264 grains) and the 1793 standard 
f20<S) grams arc heavier and the 1795 reduced w’eight standard w’as 
only 168 grains. George Futd’s 1995 ANS study on Washington 
coinage indicated that copper specimens w’cre probably between late 
1791 and the spring ol 1792 - before any w’cight requirements were 


announced, making the above information a moot point. He notes 
this precise specimen as Fuld WA.1792.1a.o, stating “there is also a 
record, Harte 2041, of a Getz struck on a plain edge cent (1795 or 
1796).” Of course, with the weight now^ knowm, w^e can rule out 
this possibility’. 

This fascinating and wTll-piiblished specimen now^ becomes 
available to a new^ generation of those interested in the earliest days 
of the U.S. Mint. Peter Getz of Lancaster struck these pieces in hopes 
of receiving a government contract, striking small numbers ofpieces 
in the tw’o metals to show^ his w^ork. It is possible that this piece w^as 
purposely coined from his dies upon a copper planchet that w'oiild 
closely imitate the first federal cents of 1793. 

197.0 grains. 

From Bowers and Ruddy’s sale of the Roy Harte Collection, November 
1977, Lot 2041. Citedby Breen (1988) and Fuld (1995). The 1977 auc- 
tion ticket accompanies this lot. 
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Choice EF Club Rays Fugio Cent 




1787 Fugio cent. Newnian 3-D. Club Rays. Rarity-4-. EF- 

45. Lovely tan surfaces show^ significant gloss and pleasing olive ha- 
los around legends and design elements. Super strike, with obverse 
and reverse bold and denticles around nearly half the periphery. Light 
parallel planchet striations are present but are not a significant dis- 
traction given the quality of the coin, with a light lamination at the 
X of XII on the sundial. One of the nicest specimens of this popular 
variety^ a collector is likely to encounter, a particularly fine coin that 
will bring pride to its next ow’iier’s cabinet w^hether it is the only 
Fugio present or one among many. 

125.3 grains. 


Mint State 1787 Fugio Cent 



85 1787 Fugio cent. Newman 13-X. Rarity-1. MS-62 BN. Full 

cartwheel lustre on lovely brow’ii surfaces with tinges of mint color 
in protected regions of the obverse, the obverse fields appearing 
lightly reflective. Natural planchet roughness, common among this 
issue, present at 9;()0 on obverse partially obscuring FU, more shal- 
low’ roughness at central obverse, WT\ik strike at northw’est reverse 
exposes some preexisting marks in that area. Usual die state with 
reverse die crack at 6:00 and clash marks on obverse. As our first 
federal cent, many collectors choose to include a pleasing Fugio cent 
in a traditional U.S. ty’pe set. Luckily, enough nice Mint State pieces 
like this survive to put such a goal w’lthin the reach of manv collec- 
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tors. The present specimen, with lovely color, lustre, and no post- 
striking problems or abuse, would fit ideally into just such a col- 
lection. 

149.1 grains. 


Nice Libertas Americana Medal in Copper 



86 1783 Libertas American medal. Copper. Betts-615. About 

Uncirculated. Glossy and lightly reflective chocolate brown surfaces 
show some faint golden undertones. Superb surface quality, only the 
lightest hint of cabinet friction on the highest hair lock, light double 
striking clear in legends, some microscopic scattered flecks, thin old 
scratch from below E in AMERICANA stops at second of three long 
rear hair locks. A beautiful specimen of this most famous and popular 
of all American medals, sharp and never abused by the many hands 
that have handled it since its issuance in Paris at the behest of Ben- 
jamin Franklin, who is known to have preferred the image of Ameri- 
can Liberty in copper over other medals. 

While most American coin collectors are never so bold as to 
step over the precipice of medal collecting, if any single medal be- 
longs in an American collection it is this one, whose design inspira- 
tion for the first American copper coins is well known. Of course, 
the extraordinary historicity of the medal is also a great attraction, 
since Benjamin Franklin oversaw the design and commission of the 
medals, in his words, “to perpetuate the memory of the Yorktown 
and Saratoga victories.” Jefferson delivered a specimen to Washing- 
ton in 1790; Martha Washington proudly displayed it at Mount 
Vernon. Jefferson himself took pride in his medal collection, and 
specimens in copper of the Libertas American were distributed to 
most of the leading men of the age in both Europe and the United 
States, While only a few specimens retain their pedigree 
(Washington's being the most notable of these), any single example 
is certain to have been held by one of the eminent friends of the 
young American republic. 


HALF CENTS 

The half cents of 1793 to 1857 were once a forgotten scries, “the 
little half sisters” as Roger Cohen referred to them. Today, they en- 
joy a great deal of collector interest and intensive study as often seen 
in issues of the Early American Coppers Club journal Penny-Wise. In 
this sale we are pleased to offer a number of high-grade early half 
cents, including a Condition Census 1795 Cohen-4 in MS-62 
(NGC). A fine selection of Liberty Caps and nice Draped Bust coins 
(including a superb specimen of the scarce 1805 with Small 5 and 
Stems) yields to later issues featuring a number of rare and desirable 
Proof strikings, many of them Proof-only issues today found in only 
the finest collections. While these half cents are often the greatest 
challenges to a date collector, here you have a chance to acquire Proofs 
of 1840, 1841, and 1844 among Proof-only dates, along with Proofs 
dated 1833, 1852, and 1856. 

Note: All uncertified half cents and large cents are graded in ac- 
cordance with “EAC” grading techniques, often conservative in re- 
lation to other standards, including “market grading.” 

Nice Tan VF 1794 Half Cent 


87 1794 Cohen-9, Breen-9. Rarity-2. VF-35 (PCGS). Manley 3.0. 

Even deep tan with olive highlights around devices and some golden 
undertones. Mahogany spot before lips is subtle in person, tiny nick 
below truncation of bust, a bold even strike. Full of eye appeal, a 
coin that would fit perfectly into a well selected date set of half cents 
or a type set. A very pretty little coin. 


88 1795 C-2a, B-2a. Rarity-3. Punctuated Date, Lettered Edge. 

F-15 (PCGS). Manley 3.0. Attractive medium golden brown with 
darker halos around design elements. Only tiny contact points com- 
mensurate with assigned grade, dig noted under F of OF, a few light 
hairlines at central obverse. A popular major variety that is scarcely 
found in high grade. Worthy of a specialized collection. 
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Superb Quality 1795 Cohen-4 Half Cent 

Punctuated Date 



89 1795 C-4, B-4. Rarity-3. Punctuated Date, Plain Edge. MS- 

62 BN (NGC). Manley 2.0. Smooth medium brown and tan sur- 
faces boast exceptional visual appeal, with significant underlying 
lustre on the obverse. Natural depression at Liberty’s cheek exhibits 
some inherent pre-striking contact marks, central reverse a bit weak 
as typical but HALF CENT is complete. A few minor spots at re- 
verse periphery, spot of verdigris at O of OF, a glossy and thor- 
oughly attractive specimen of the variety. Probably a Condition 
Census coin, only two ‘‘EAC” style Mint State coins are known, 
with the CC dipping to EF thereafter. The strike on this piece is 
superb for the variety, with full peripheries and bolder centers than 
often seen, a very even strike overall. The usual weak area near 10:00 
on the reverse shows denticles that are individually defined. Far 
sharper than the highest grade specimen of this variety offered in 
the recent sale of the Dr, Wallace Lee half cent collection. Worthy 
of serious consideration by half cent connoisseurs, a specimen with 
most of the qualities a collector could look for in seeking an ex- 
ample of this variety. 



90 1795 C-6a, B-6c. Rarity-2. VF-35 (PCGS). Manley 1.0, scarce 

early die state. Overstruck on a cut dowm Talbot, Allum, and Lee 
token. Mottled medium browai, tan, and pale olive with smooth 
surfaces and very nice eye appeal. Some lettering from the TAL host 
IS visible, ship's rigging present near truncation of bust. Some light 
hairlines suggest a long ago cleaning from which this pleasing speci- 
men has recovered naturally, A w^ell struck and most desirable speci- 
men which will suit the collector w'ho seeks a v^ery sharp 1795 half 
cent. 


Smooth 1797 Cohen-2 Half Cent 



91 1797 C-2, B-2. Rarity-3. Plain Edge. EF-40 BN (NGC). 

Choice even dark chocolate brown, an attractive and ideal tone, with 
smooth and appealing surfaces. The central reverse is a bit weak, as 
usual, and shows some marks that pre-existed striking; the obverse 
shows only insignificant central weakness. Some dark buildup is 
present in most of the letters, thin curved scratch from I in LIB- 
ERTY to the base of R, minor scattered nicks, two old hairlines 
from rim at 3:00 on reverse to near center. A difficult variety to 
locate with this kind of strong visual appeal. 


Boldly Lustrous 1800 Half Cent 



92 1800 C-1, B-1. Rarity-2. MS-65 BN (NGC). Manley 3.0. Lus- 

trous and frosty medium brown, faded from mint color, with some 
red still seen in the northwest obverse. Some minor flyspecks are 
visible against the backdrop of faded red. An attractive specimen of 
the date with excellent surface quality. A scrape right of F of OF is 
noted, only minor marks otherwise. Bold strike, scarce die state with 
die scratch above F of HALF still plain. This specimen is the finest 
1800 certified by NGC and is w^orthy of a superb collection. 

NGC Census: 1 , none finer. 
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Pleasing 1805 Small 5, Stems Half Cent 



93 1805 C-3, B-3. Rarity-4+. Small 5, Stems. F-15 (PCGS). 

Manley 2.0. Glossy and attractive mottled medium brown with 
mostly smooth surfaces. A most attractive specimen of this usually 
ugly variety, one that a half cent collector could easily get excited 
about. The obverse shows the most minor sort of roughness at the 
left periphery, a tiny spot above the head, and only the most insig- 
nificant nicks, including a few off the truncation of the bust that are 
noted for identification. The reverse could use a brushing, but glossy 
surfaces are visible beneath a bit of surface dirt. The central reverse 
is a little weak, but CE remain complete and nicely defined. Some 
letters contain minor verdigris but the overall visual impact is really 
superb for the variety, especially in this grade range. The die align- 
ment is barely left of normal coin turn. This piece will more than 
satisfy a diehard half cent variety enthusiast that has patiently awaited 
an attractive, undamaged example. 

Scarce 1806 Cohen-2 Half Cent 


94 1806 C-2, B-1. Rarity-4. Small 6, Stems. EF-45 BN (NGC). 

Manley 2.0. Excellent glossy chocolate brown surfaces with some 
mottled medium brown on the reverse. Free of all but the most 
minor handling marks, well above average eye appeal, microscopic 
roughness noted hugging rim above ITE of UNITED, tiny nick 
under chin noted for identification. A superb specimen of this im- 
portant Rcdbook variety, one a finicky collector would be proud to 
own and display. 


95 1806 C-2, B-1. Rarity-4. Small 6, Stems. VF-20 (PCGS). 

Manley 2.0. Medium brown and gray with good surficc quality. Some 


surface dirt noted on both sides, reverse wreath and AMblGCA show 
significant soft buildup within protected areas. No significant rough- 
ness, a few light hairlines on either side of Liberty’s ear, no major 
nicks. A desirable specimen of a scarce major variety. 

High-Grade 1828 12 Star Half Cent 


96 1828 C-2, B-3. Rarity-1. 12 Stars. MS-64 BN (PCGS). Frosty 

lustre on medium brown and steel surfaces with plentiful mint red 
remaining around central devices and reverse legends. Excellent eye 
appeal, httle spots noted at bottom curl and above O of OF, inborn 
roughness noted left of F in HALF is not significant. A bold and 
appealing specimen with only minor flyspecks. One of the most 
popular varieties in the entire half cent series. 

PCGS Population: 6, 1 finer (MS-65 BN). Two pieces have been certified 
MS-64 1TB with none finer. 


Rare 1833 Proof Half Cent 



97 1833 C-1, B-1. Rarity-S as a Proof. Proof-64 BN (NGC). Die 

states as Eliasberg:447 with no visible clash marks and fine die crack 
from stars 2 through 7 on obverse, said by Breen to have been “found 
only on Proofs.” Deep olive and gold with bright rose highlights, a 
variegated and attractive color scheme on deeply reflective surfaces. 
Tan spot at star 4, planchet chip at inside point of star 13 and smaller 
ones elsewhere, two lint marks at star 5 and another at chin. Each 
detail is crisply struck and fully realized, including lathe marks on 
the bust. Some light hairlines in the fields almost avoid notice and 
account for a still higher grade not being offered. Wliile some “Proof' 
half cents of this issue seem to be more full of questions than an- 
swers, this piece has everything going for it regarding its staais as a 
Proof coin. A nice addition to an advanced half cent collection, or a 
striking statement as an inclusion in a type set. 

NGC Census: 5: 1 finer (Proof-65 BN). Three pieces have been certified 
Proof 1U.L one each at the 63, 64, and 65 level. I'he Eliasberg coin wav certified at 
the same grade level as this specimen. 
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Proof-Only 1840 Half Cent Rarity 

Large Berries, Original 



(2x photo) 


98 1840 B-la. Original. Rarity-6. Proof-65 BN (NGC). A lovely 

even light brown specimen with some vestiges of mint color apparent 
and pale blue overtones adding to excellent \isual appeal. A very nice 
specimen of this Proof-only rarity, lint mark on neck, a few tiny specks 
in field beside star 3 noted under magnification, single spot under 
wTeath noted for identification. The reflecmity of the surfaces is un- 
deniable but subdued by some surface dirt, a formerly present bit of 
verdigris at the top ofES in STATES leaves behind a tiny grease streak 
with no flirther evidence of its presence. A real rarity, sought by gen- 
erations of numismansts, rarely encountered except in important and 
specialized cabinets. This example is worthy of a connoisseur. 

NGC Census: I ; none finer. One additional piece has been graded Proof-65 RB. 


Proof-Only 1841 Original Half Cent 



(2x photo) 


99 18U B-1. Original. Rarity-6. Proof-65 BN (NGC). Deeply re- 

Hective fields appear dark chocolate brown with traces of faded red 
around devices ni oblique light, with direct light into their mirrors 


revealing bright gold and pale green highlights. Some peripheral fly- 
specks on obverse, spot between star 8 and rim, some light hairlines 
indicate a long ago cleaning as often found on this rare Proof-only 
issue. Tiny spot on cheekbone, e.xcellent eye appeal overall. No half 
cent date collection is complete without a specimen of this issue. The 
present example would nicely fit the need of most collectors. 

NGC Census: 4; none finer. Two additional pieces have been graded Proof- 
65 R13. 


Exceptional 1844 Original Half Cent 

A Proof-Only Issue 



(2x photo) 

100 1844 B-1. Original. Rarity-6+. Proof-65 BN (NGC). Remark- 


ably even and beautiful deep chocolate brown with pristine surfaces. 
A minuscule nick squarely above Liberty’s head and an equally tiny 
planchet chip at the right base of the first A of AMERICA are noted 
as identifiers in the absence of something grander. Well detailed, mir- 
rors not particularly deep but stiD lively, a splash of mint color inside 
U of UNITED. About as nice an example of this very rare issue as 
any collector could hope to locate in a lifetime as long as concern for 
flashy mint color — a temporary situation — does not rank high on the 
list of desirables. A classic rarity in the half cent series. 

NGC Census: 1, 1 finer (Froof-66 RB). 

Careful examination reveals a recent fingerprint atop the obverse at the pe- 
riphery - one that has not yet affected the color or surfaces but simply manifests as 
an oily patch. We recommend careful, expert removal - a simple and harmless 
matter - before this fingerprint has a long-term impact on the e.xquisite color 
exhibited on this specimen. 



101 1850 C-1, B-1. Rarity-1. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Medium brown 

with plentiful mint red remaining on the obverse around all de- 
vices, reverse shows just a hint of mint color. An attractive, pleasing 
specimen of the date, lustre a bit subtle. A single tiny spot is noted 
on Liberty’s neck which blends into patina, a few little specks near 
stars 1 and 2. A desirable high-grade cent with more color than com- 
monly seen. 
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Nearly Full Red Proof 1852 Half Cent 


First Restrike 



(2x photo) 


102 1852 B-2. First Restrike. Rarity-5. Proof-66 RB (NGC). Bright 

mint red and orange dominate deeply mirrored fields, lightly faded 
to deep violet in the obverse fields, mottled deep\’iolet and olive on 
the equally bright reverse. An exceptional example. Spot on rim 
outside star 5, tiny spot above 2 in date, assorted scattered flyspecks 
including a few behind the eye. Finer than the Norweb piece which 
showed little mint color at all. A worthy inclusion in any cabinet. 

NGC Census: 2, none finer. 


Worthy Gem 1856 Proof Half Cent 
An Ideal Proof Type Coin 
Finest Certified by NGC 



103 1856 B-3. Rarity-4. Proof 66 RB (NGC). Bright crimson mint 

color blends beautifully with frosty blue in the fields and pale olive 
rims. One of the most attractive Proof half cents of this vintage we 
have seen, with deep mirrors and pristine surfaces. Spot inside star 
8, tiny speck inside star 3, few flyspecks and no marks to note. While 
this variety is perhaps the most frequently encountered Proof half 
cent, it is still elusive in preservation like this. Those brave souls 
assembling world-class Proof type sets may find that this piece could 
find no better home than their collections. 

NGC Census: 1 ; none finer. 


LARGE CENTS 

Large cents were the very first federal coins to attract collectors, 
and we are proud to offer superb specimens of the two dates that first 
received notice as rarities worth a strong premium: 1793 and 1799. 
Our offering of 1793 cents will forever be remembered, as two ex- 
tremely high-grade specimens of the date - one a Chain, one a Wreath 
- reappear at auction after many years off the market. The descrip- 
tions of these important and highly pedigreed cents speak for them- 
selves; they are American numismatic rarities in the purest sense. A 
newly discovered 1799 joins other important Draped Bust pieces, 
including a new Condition Census S-184, and fine quality late dates 
are also available for your bids. While only a few dozen pieces, we are 
very proud to offer this group of large cents. 

Note: All uncertified half cents and large cents are graded in ac- 
cordance with “EAC” grading techniques, often conservative in re- 
lation to other standards, including “market grading.” 


Scarce 1793 Sheldoii-2 Chain Cent 



104 1793 Sheldon-2. Chain, AMERICA. Rarity-4+. Good-4, a 

point or two sharper, fine pitting on both sides. The rarest of the 
collectible Chain cents. Dark chocolate brown with light brown high 
points, some irregular rose at top of Liberty’s forehead and lowest 
curls is insignificant. All legends and date complete, though a bit 
weak as expected at this grade level, tiny rim nick at E in AMERICA, 
granularity is fine enough to not significantly impact the sharpness 
of the design elements. A collectible example of this ever popular 
first cent type. 
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Superb Quality 1793 Chain Cent 

Plated in MacKenzie and Levick (1869) 



105 1793 S-3. Chain AMERICA. Rarity-3-. MS-64 BN (NGC). 

A wcll-pcdigreed and superbly preserved specimen of our first cent 
type. Deep glossy chocolate brown with pale golden and deep blue 
undertones and strong reverse lustre. Smooth and appealing, ra- 
dial die lines visible from advanced die state, chain clashed around 
central obverse device. Superbly detailed in the hair, portrait, and 
chain. Tiny vertical nick in left obverse field, a few minuscule rim 
bumps, tiny spot of foreign material sits atop coin at sixth hair strand 
but is easily removable. Few Chain cents of any variety approach 
this one for sharpness, eye appeal, and overall physical quality. 

Of course, few cents of any type or variety can approach the 
history embodied in this particular specimen. First offered at auc- 
tion in 1866, this specimen would grace two lUustrative and illustri- 
ous firsts before the decade ended: the first ever photographically 
plated American numismatic auction catalogue and the first photo- 
graphic guide to early copper varieties. The 1869 Mortimer 
MacKenzie sale by Edward Cogan was the first to use photography 
for Its illustrations - a technological triumph and a monumental leap 
ahead in the production of numismatic auction catalogues in this 
country. The Crosby-Levick plate, an illustration of the 12 known 
obverse dies used on 1793 cents and their 10 reverse mates, was the 
standard guide for this inaugural year of the Mint until Sylvester 
Crosby revisited fimiliar ground in 1896. The Levick Plate, pub- 
lished ill the April 1869 issue the A me ricati Joiminl ofNumisnicitics, 
featured this coin as the image of obverse 2. As a part of two famous 
firsts, we are proud to offer this coin in the first sale conducted by 
A/neriean Numismatic Rarities, LLC. 

While few Chain cents can best this one’s overall quality, this 
piece was actually consigned by Ted Naftzger to the T. James Clarke 
sale (after buying the latter’s large cent collection) as a duplicate. 
This com is included among Del Bland’s condition census of the 
variety as sixth best as an “EAC” style EF-45, with finer specimens 
impounded in private collections and the Earle-French-Clapp com 



in the ANS. In the NGC Census, two specimens have been graded 
finer, both MS-65 BN, with one example of the Periods variety 
(Sheldon-4) receiving an MS-66 grade. Chain cents, when encoun- 
tered at all, are most apt to be found in well-circulated grade, often 
corroded or otherwise ready to divulge some of the stresses they 
have endured during a basic physical inspection. Few collectors who 
begin with a goal of collecting the United States series can recall 
when a Chain cent was not a primary desideratum, and even after a 
collecting specialty has been whittled to cents, or early cents, or just 
the date 1793, a superb quality and well-pedigreed Chain cent ranks 
high on any connoisseur’s want list. The present specimen, chosen 
by so many savvy collectors over the last 14 decades as a showcase 
coin, will surpass the needs of both the type collector and cent spe- 
cialist in its immaculate preservation and immense eye appeal. 

First offered in Edward Cogan's sale of the Colin Lightbody Collection, 
December 1866, Lot 536. Ll^htbody had purchased what became the Yale 
Uniuersity specimen of the Brasher Doiddoonfrom IV. Elliot IVoodu’ard for 
$400 two years earlier. Ne.xt to the collection of Morthfier Liuh^^ston 
Mackenzie, Eduml Co^^an's sale of the Mackenzie Collectkvi, the first plated 
American auction catalogue, June 1869, Lot 624. Six 1793 cents u^ere in- 
cluded in that sale, all of which, inchidinj^ this piece, were pictured on the 
April 1869 Lenick Plate in the American Journal of Numismatics. L. 
Bayard Smith, to an unknown party, to Arthur L. Gray, to Ted and Carl 
Brandts of Celina Coin Company, to T Janies Clarke. Clarke 's cent collec- 
tion was sold intact to R.E. ''Ted” Xaftzj^er in October, 1954. Portions 
were sold in Abe Kosoff s sale of the T. Janies Clarke Collection, April 1956, 
includinyi this piece as Lot 4, Sold by Stack's to Dorothy Xelson, and sold as 
part of her collection in Stack's sale of the "TAD” Collection, Felmiary 
1976, Lot 3. Ed Hipps to Stene Iny's sale of Noi^niber 1978, Dn 7 to 
Robert Bender. The most recent auction appearance was in Heritable's 1988 
ASA Auction, Ai{^nst 1988, Dit 3. Anthony Terranona to Kcnn Lipton, 
to Stack's, and now offered again after 15 years ojf the market. 
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106 1793 S-3. Rarity-3-. Chain, AMERICA. Poor-1 (ANACS). The 

very definition of Basal State. Mottled dark brown and olive with 


heavy raised corrosion on both sides and little detail remaining. On 
the obverse, the outline of Liberty’s profile is visible, with the unique 
curvature of the intersection of the neckline with the lowest Ixairlines 
identifying this piece as a Sheldon-3. On the reverse, the C of CENT 
and a few links of chain arc visible, enough to make identification of 
this die a bit easier than the obverse. Almost certainly a ground find 
based upon the raised scale, but an identifiable one — an ideal coin for 
the type collector on a budget. 


Important 1793 Sheldon-11 a Wreath Cent 
Last Publicly Auctioned in 1933 
Condition Census #4 



(2x photo) 


107 1793 S-lla. Rarity- 4+. Wreath, Vine and Bars Edge. EF-45. 

An important Condition Census cent, a simply extraordinary speci- 
men of this scarce variety and classic one year type. Medium olive- 
brown surfaces show not only shallow reflectivity but impressive 
amounts of natural lustre in the basined obverse fields, around 
Liberty’s eye, in recessed areas of her tresses, and in protected areas 
of the reverse. A thin, nearly vertical planchet striation, descends 
from the field left of L of LIBERTY to the bead opposite the sec- 
ond lowest lock. The fields are pristine, free of marks of any conse- 
quence, and smooth. The strike, as befits an extraordinary cent, is 
impressive: veins appear distinct on the trefoil cotton leaves within 


the wreath, vertical die lines near Liberty’s temple are plain to the 
naked eye, and the die lines from the rim to E in AMERICA are 
easily seen. The planchet is large at 27.5 mm, allowing for an even, 
round border around the obverse. Each bead is complete and neatly 
rounded. This com served as the plate specimen in Walter Breen’s 
EiiCYclopcdia of Early United States luirgc Cents 1793U814. The eye 
appeal is, without exaggeration, breathtaking. There will be no dis- 
agreement that this is a beautiful cent. An orange-tan shade present 
outside the beads in the northwest obverse reveals a trace of periph- 
eral roughness that will matter to no one, a similar shade within 
STATES OF AMERICA reveals, under high magnification, only 
the shallowest inconsistency on the remarkably smooth surfaces, 
certainly not enough to call it roughness. A thin downward scratch 
under the left base of A in STATES, a nick between the left ribbon 
end and the fraction bar, and a tiny planchet flaw under L in LIB- 
ERTY are as serious a defect as this special coin has to offer. The 
Vine and Bars edge is well defined. 

The Sheldon-1 la is the scarcest of three subvarieties of a single 
die marriage which uses a Vine and Bars edge and two different 
Lettered Edge devices. The finest known example is Choice Mint 
State, and the second finest is likewise a lovely Mint State piece, 
now impounded in the ANS collection. The third best is in a long- 
held private collection, a coin which is Hkewise given an EF-45 grade 
in the Bland census. We have retained this piece’s EF-45 grade as a 
matter of tradition, but we would be equally happy to give it a higher 
grade and have no doubt that the marketplace will extend a still higher 
grade based upon its lustre and eye appeal. The Noyes census like- 
wise calls this piece the fourth best, tied with a piece permanently 
impounded in the Connecticut State Library. 

This cent, last publicly auctioned in 1933, reappears after years 
off the market while it reposed in the holdings of the American 
Numismatic Society. The piece is now sold in connection with the 
recent recovery by the American Numismatic Society of the long- 
missed second finest known example, the MS-60 Sears-Clapp coin. 
We are pleased to have been invited to offer such a beautiful cent to 
a new generation of private collectors. 

Released by the Anierican Nuniiswatic Society followii{ci an arrange- 
nient resulting in the recovery of the MS-60 Sears-Clapp coin. This piece 
was first offered in B. Max MehVs 1929 price list of the Dr. George P. 
French Collection, Lot 12, forS275. Next offered in J.C. Morganthau and 
Company's sale of the Hewy Sternberg Collection, April 1933, Lot 8. Thenee 
from Dr. IVilliaw H. Sheldon to Charles R. Mathewson to the Copley 
Coin Company in 1955; Dr. IVilliam H. Sheldon to the American Xu- 
miswatic Society. Plated in Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of Early United 
States Large Cents 1793-1814. 
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1794 S-22. Rarity-1. F-15, sharpness ofVF-25, rim bruise at IB 
in LIBERTY and three short, old scratches on Liberty’s face. Choice 
milk chocolate brown with nice surfaces - would that all 1794 cents 
had color and surfaces like this one! A smaller rim nick than that 
mentioned is present at 9:00 on the obverse, two 1 mm scratches at 
base of pole noted, three pinprick digs in lower right obverse field. 
Late die state wath full mounds on reverse and heavy clashing around 
head. If one can look past the minor flaws, a very attractive 1794 
cent will be discovered. 


109 1794 S-55. Rarity-2. F-12 (ANACS). Deep olive-brown with good 
eye appeal for the assigned grade. Some waxy buildup noted on the 
surfaces, tiny scattered pits under chin and at Y in LIBERTY, w^ax 
mostly masks fine granularity. Date and legends are full but for w^eak- 
ness at UNI, a few tiny rim bruises are not serious. A decent circu- 
lated example of this ahvays popular date, one which has become 
harder to find in middle circulated grades. 

110 Two desirable circulated Liberty Cap cents: ☆ 1794 S-58. Rar- 
ity-3. F-12, sharpness of VF-25, several light scratches in the ob- 
verse fields. Attractive near ebony with occasional pitting and good 
overall eye appeal ☆ 1795 S-75. Rarity-3. Lettered edge. G-6. 
Smooth, glossy, and appealing with lovely dark chocolate color. All 
legends and date bold, a bit of roughness near cap, a lovely worn 
example. (Total: 2 pieces) 

Circulated Liberty Cap cents are scarce in the modern marketplace. 



Ill 1795 S-76b. Rarity-1. Fine-12. Perhaps a trifle sharper, pit at cen- 
ter of Liberty’s cap and some fine and inconsequential scattered pits 
elsewhere on obverse. Attractive hght brown color, excellent eye 
appeal, reverse show's regular parallel striations oriented vertically. 
A lovely cent for the grade and a perfect type coin. 


Very Sharp 1796 Liberty Cap Cent 



112 1796 S-84. Liberty Cap. Rarity-3. EF-45 (PCGS). Pleasing 

chocolate brow'ii and steel w'lth pleasing visual appeal. A very sharp 


specimen of this scarce date, usually found in low^ grades or on very 
poor quality planchets. The present specimen is remarkably w^ell 
detailed with all design elements bold. Several tiny digs are noted 
oft the bridge of the nose, small dull nicks on Liberty’s cheek and 
one on the chin, tiny nicks off chin in field, very minor rim bruise 
at O of OF, some buildup trapped in intricacies of reverse WTeath 
makes no impact upon the eye appeal. These little flaws, taken as a 
w'hole, still leave a very positive impression. Date collectors often 
have far more problems locating an acceptable 1796 cent - either 
Liberty Cap or Draped Bust - than any of the three dates in the 
series w^hich precede it. 

113 A trio of scarce to rare varieties of cents: ☆ 1797 S-124. Rar- 
ity-5+. Good-4, sharpness of VG-7, moderate roughness on both 
sides. Tan and steel, no flaw^s beyond its granularity ☆ 1797 S-129. 
Rarity-5+. Good-4, a point sharper, vertical scuff through hair rib- 
bon. Attractive chocolate brown and tan with full legends if a trifle 
weak in areas ☆ 1798 S-163. Rarity-4-. Good-6, sharpness ofVG- 
10, fine scattered pits on obverse. Light brown obverse, dark brown 
reverse with tan highlights, light granularity but good detail on both 
sides. Cud below 17 of date. (Total: 3 pieces) 


Superb 1797 Sheldon-135 

From the Nichols Find 



114 1797 S-135. Rarity-3+. MS-62 BN (NGC). Lustrous dark olive 

surfaces exhibit a hint of gold. Remarkably free of marks for the 
often badly kegmarked Nichols Find cents, with only tiny marks in 
Liberty’s hair and behind her head w'hich pre-existed striking, and 
still tinier pre-striking contact points on the reverse. Excellent eye 
appeal for the assigned grade, shallow patch of inborn roughness 
above N in ONE, tiny spots noted at foot of 1, top of 9, and at TEin 
STATES. Undoubtedly a survivor of the Nichols Find, a group of 
high-grade 1796 and 1797 cents dispersed in 1863 that had earlier 
been passed through the family of Senator Benjamin Goodhue of 
Massachusetts. An ideal type coin and a very nice cent. 


Condition Census 1798 S-184 


Lustrous AU 



115 1798 S-184. Rarity-2-. Second Hair Style. AU-55 (PCGS). A 

superb, fully lustrous specimen and a new* addition to the Condi- 
tion Census for the variety. Frosty medium brown and steel, verv 
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close to Mint State. The fields are pristine with few marks of any 
kind, minor dig noted under ribbon in left obverse field, some in- 
born planchet roughness behind Liberty’s eye and likewise m the 
area of OF on the reverse, thin scratch between left ribbon end and 
first 0 of denominator. Well-defined double profile, an interesting 
aspect, noted by Breen in his Encyclopedia of Early United States Large 
Cents - “Clapp mentions one with a double profile.” The present 
specimen is probably about fourth finest known of the variety; only 
one is known in Mint State. While the variety is frequently encoun- 
tered and is present in most specialized collections, this piece repre- 
sents an upgrade for all but a lucky few. 

PCGS Population: 6; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Superb 1799 Cent Rarity 
VF-25 (PCGS) 


cant offering and a very desirable com. This example, with its ex- 
cellent definition and uncorroded surfaces, is certain to be a center- 
piece in the next cabinet it graces. 

High-Grade 1800 S-203 



117 1800 S-203. Rarity-3-. AU-50 (NGC). Choice chocolate brown 
with abundant lustre on the reverse, obverse a bit more sedate deep 
brown. Some very shallow roughness is noted on the obverse, mostly 
along the left periphery and within LIBERTY, reverse smooth and 
lovely but for a inconsequential area of roughness under the frac- 
tion. Obverse strike a bit blunt from die damage, as typical, few 
nicks in field off chin, nick at left base of Y in LIBERTY. Among 
the top dozen specimens of this variety in terms of overall quality. 
As a date, 1800 cents are a significant challenge in high grade. This 
example will improve most speciahsts’ holdings and should see seri- 
ous bidding activity. 

118 A pair of appealing Draped Bust cents: ☆ 1802S-236. Rarity-1. F- 
12, sharpness of VF-20, even microscopic granularity. Nice dark 
olive patina with good eye appeal. Late die state with reverse cud at 
ST and usual cracks ☆ 1807 S-276. Rarity-1. VF-25-, sharpness of 
VF-30, very fine surface roughness. Glossy medium brown with 
very nice visual appeal, trifling roughness in areas makes no signifi- 
cant impact, die ahgnment 50 L From Stack’s sale of March, 2000, 
Lot 1200 with lot ticket. (Total: 2 pieces) 


Lustrous 1813 Cent 


I 




(2x photo) 

116 1799 S-189. Rarity-2+. Perfect Date. VF-25 (PCGS). Even deep 

steel brown with a bold strike for the date, with fuUy distinct date 
digits and only minor softness at OF. An extremely high quality 
example of this classic key date - the first key date identified in 
American numismatic history. Both obverse and reverse show an 
extensive scattering of very tiny contact marks, but none are indi- 
vidually serious and the rims appear unabused. An old horizontal 
scratch is noted under the chin in the right obverse field, two short 
scratches cross at the first 9, tiny spot shoehorned be Ween second 9 
and bust, thin scratch from rim through foot of T in LIBERTY. 
The overall visual appeal is very nice, although eye appeal is usually 
a secondary consideration for those who seek this date. Finding a 
specimen above Good is challenge enough for most. 

This example, apparently a new discovery, ranks among the top 
15 or so known specimens of the variety. PCGS has certified only 
one example above VF. Any specimen above Very Good is a signiti- 


1813 S-292. Rarity-2. EF-40+, sharpness of AU-55 ora bit bet- 
ter, some scattered raised corrosion mostly on the reverse. Full lus- 
trous cartwheel on mottled chestnut and dark chocolate brown sur- 
faces. A beautiful cent, sharp and appealing, with no marks of con- 
sequence, only three tiny digs above the date arc apparent under 
scrutiny. The reverse does exhibit scattered raised inactive corro- 
sion, manifesting as dark specks, which interrupt neither lustre nor 
design elements; the obverse shows only the most minor sort of 
low-level roughness. The overall appearance is that of a near Mint 
State coin. Cents of 1813 have long been accorded “semi-key" sta- 
tus among the early dates, and only three or four truly Mint State 
cents of this date are known. Widi those pieces in long-standing 
collections, including one impounded in the ANS, the importance 
of the present example to the high-grade date collector becomes 
clear. 
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120 1820 Ncwcomb-13. Large Date. MS-65 BN (NGC). A satiny, 

lustrous brown specinicii with much mint color in the recessed ar- 
eas. Wisps of pale rose and sky blue iridescence blend softly into the 
background. One of the varieties that was heavily represented in 
the Randall Moard, hence its availability in Mint State grades. A 
pleasing representative example of the date and certified grade. 

While reviewed m the literature perhaps more times than can be counted, the 
story' of the Randall Hoard is worthy of reprinting here in a shortened format. 
Around 1868, just a few short years after Civ\\ War hostilities ceased, a Georgia 
merchant found a keg of large cents, reportedly under the floor boards ofa railway 
station. The cents found their way to Wm. H. Chapman A Co. of Norwich, NY, 
“Buyers A: Sellers ofEverything Cheap,” as payment ofa debt; Chapman acquired 
them at 9{)c on the dollar! Chapman’s firm passed them out to customers, but 
many refused them thinking they were counterfeit. A local collector, John Swan 
Randall, bought the balance of the hoard from Chapman at the same 90c per 
hundred that Chapman originally paid. Randall then slowly dispersed a portion of 
the hoard to collectors and dealers of the time. Randall passed away on New Year’s 
Day, 1878, and later that year, Edvv'ard Cogan, “Father of the Coin Trade’’ in 
America, sold Randall's collection (60th Sale, May 6-9, 1878), at which time about 
1,600 cents remained. 


Frosty Mint State 1822 Cent 



121 1822 N-4. Rarity-2. MS-65 BN (PCGS). Impeccable cartwheel 
lustre on medium brown and steel surfaces faded from mint color, 
with some golden orange tones at the reverse periphery. An excep- 
tionally beautiful specimen of this date and variety, with abundant 
eye appeal and pristine surfaces. Indeed, we are hard-pressed to 
mention an identifying mark, so w'e will settle fora thin vertical line 
of toning above C in CENT. Easily one of the top dozen specimens 
of the variety; while some may have more mint color remaining, 
few’ are as mark-free and attractive as the present coin. A superb 
quality cent. 

PCGS Population : 1; none finer. This is the only MS-65 1822 cent certified 
by PCGS with any color designation. 

122 A pair of die states of the 1831 Newcomb- 12: it Two point, one star 
cud. VG- 10, sharpness ofF- 1 5, scattered light surface corrosion. Dark 
tan and ebony with good eye appeal ☆ Seven point, two star cud. G- 
6. Attractive medium brown with a dig at first A in AMERICA. A 
scarce die state with massive cud swallowing most of star 12 and 13, a 
com with an exceptional pedigree. (Total: 2 pieces). 

Both pieces punihisedfrom Rod Burress, the secondjrom Superior's Ceti- 
tury Collection sale, February 1992, Lot 1183. Earlier From the collection 
oj Ro^er Cohen. The lot ticket accompanies this lot. 



123 1837 N-11. Rarity-1. Beaded Hair Cords. MS-66 BN (NGC). 

A lovely cent, aglow with lively lustre and pale rose highlights on 
satiny brown surfaces, and with traces of pale mint red in the pro- 
tected areas. Nicely struck, with just a touch of weakness showing 
at the centers of certain stars. Doubling plain at IBERTY, reverse 
with die cracks and clash marks. An altogether attractive and visu- 
ally pleasing Middle Date large cent for your bidding consideration. 

NGC Census: 25; 1 finer (MS-67 BN). These numbers represent all the “BN” 
examples of the date certified by NGC, including those simply called 1837, as well 
as those broken dow n by Newcomb variety (for the record, no 1837 cents have 
been graded finer in Liny color designation). As for those coins actually designated as 
N-11, NGC has certified two examples at MS-66 BN, with none finer. 


124 1840 N-8. Rarity-1. MS-64 RD (PCGS). Full salmon rose with 
lovely cartwheel lustre. Nicely struck and attractive with very few 
flyspecks, one spot in field under chin. Usual rim cuds around ob- 
verse periphery. A desirable example of this first full year of the type. 

125 1847 N-24. MS-65 BN (NGC), Deep tan with underlying lustre 
and a trace of mint red at the devices. Heavy raised die lines in the 
obverse field make for easy identification of the present variety. Tied 
for finest graded example of the variety by NGC. A nice selection 
for a type collection. 

NGC Census: 5; none finer w'ithin the color designation. 

126 1850 N-7. MS-65 BN (NGC). Lustrous medium golden brown 
with rose highlights. A nice example of the date, and a coin that 
would be right at home in a large cent cabinet or a type collection. 
Tied for finest graded example of the variety by NGC, which should 
add considerably to the desirability of the present coin. 

NGC Census: 6; none finer w'ithin the color designation. 

127 1850 N-15. MS-65 BN (NGC). Medium to deep chocolate browm 
with chestnut highlights on the obverse and pale blue highlights on 
the reverse. A lustrous gem. 


128 1851 N-12. MS-66 BN (NGC). Medium satiny brown surfaces 

show’ generous amounts of mint red on the obverse, the red a little 
more subdued on the reverse. Sharply struck in all amas of the de- 
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sign save for the centers of a few obverse stars. One of just three 
examples of the variety graded MS-66 13N by NGC, with none 
Hner. 

NCiC Census: 3; none finer within the color designation. 

NGC has certified literally hundreds of 1851 large cents in Mint State, many 
attributed to Newcomb numbers, and others just simply lumped together under 
the 1851 listings. Of those coins certified by NGC, only 22 examples of the date, 
ill any color designation, have received a finer grade from NGC. 

129 1853 N-11. MS-65 RB (NGC). Generous amounts of mint red 

share the frosty surfaces with warm medium brown highlights. Lus- 
trous and appealing for the grade. Some peripheral striking weak- 
ness is noted. Among the finest examples of the variety certified 
by NGC. All in all, a pretty piece that should see strong bidder 
support. 


130 1855 N-4. Upright 5s. MS-65 BN (PCGS). A medium brown 
specimen with rolling rose iridescence and an underlying nuance of 
mint red on satiny, lustrous surfaces. Sharply struck with just a few 
obverse stars weak at the central radials. An altogether pleasing speci- 
men of a readily recognizable die pair. 

131 1856 N-8. Upright 5. Rarity-4. MS-65 RB (PCGS). A pleasing 
blend of red, brown, and iridescent blue plays on satiny surfaces, with 
red the dominant factor in the equation. PCGS has graded just one 
example of the date in a finer grade at the “BN” designation; in fact, 
only two examples of the date have been graded finer in any color 
designation. A visually attractive specimen of a fairly scarce variety, a 
coin that should find a new home without much difficulty. 

PCGS Population: 26; 1 finer within the grade designation (MS-66 BN finest). 


SMALL CENTS 

Selections from the Lapjly R. Steve Collection 
OF Flying Eagle and Indian Cent Varieties 


It is with great pleasure we present selections from the Larry R. 
Steve Collection of Flying Eagle and Indian cent varieties. 

To collectors of Flying Eagle and Indian cents — and weren’t we 
all Flying Eagle and Indian cent collectors at one time or another? — 
the name Larry Steve is a familiar byline. Author, scholar, collector, 
award-winning exhibitor, aU are interchangeable titles where Larry 
is concerned, and his love of the Indian cent series has brought each 
of those titles into the forefront at one time or another. He is author 
of numerous articles in Loiigacre’s Ledger, the club publication of the 
Flying Eagle and Indian Cent Collectors Society (or “The Fly-In 
Club,” which Larry cofounded); he also served as president of that 
popular club for some time, as well as publisher and editor of their 
journal! Larry’s work has appeared in other venues as well. His schol- 
arly findings have been incorporated into The Cherrypickers’ Guide by 
Bill Fivaz and J.T. Stanton, where he is credited with many discover- 
ies, and also in old friend Rick Snow’s landmark book on the series. 
Flying Eagle & Iiidiait Cents, and its later editions. Steve is also coau- 
thor, along with Kevin Flynn, ofTlteF.IND.ERS Report- A Coinpre- 
licnswe Guide to Selected Rare Flying Eagle and Indian Cent Die Varieties. 
Another source of information on varieties in the series is the 
CONECA U.S. Master Doubled Die Listing by Alan Herbert, John 
Wexler, Delma Romines, and J.T. Stanton, where the name Larry 
Steve is also a familiar fixture. 

The following offering features the fruits of decades of diligent 
searching by one of the foremost specialists in his chosen discipline, 
the small cents of the Flying Eagle and Indian types. Some important 
highlights of the sale include what is perhaps the finest and most com- 
plete set of 1857 Flying Eagle cent varieties (13 of 19 known varieties 
arc represented!), including rt// three of the desirable and popular clashed 
die issues — the quarter dollar, half dollar, and double eagle rarities. 
Both 1858/7 overdate Flying Eagle cent varieties are featured, in- 


cluding an early die state specimen of Snow-1 in choice Mint State- 
64 grade. All six 1859 varieties are represented, and 14 of the 20 known 
1864-L varieties are represented, along with two 1864-L pieces that 
may be new varieties. 

From major varieties in high grade down to more commonplace 
(but no less exciting) varieties, the Larry Steve Collection has some- 
thing for virtually every collecting taste. As a recent issue of Lougacre ’s 
Ledger noted regarding the Larry Steve Collection, “The collecting 
of Indian cent varieties is still in its early stages. Only a few collectors 
have been able to complete variety sets of any date. The opportunity 
to find these varieties listed in just one sale is one that has not been 
available to collectors before.” With that in mind, we expect we’ll 
see a “who’s who” of Flying Eagle and Indian cent specialists present 
on the auction floor for what will no doubt prove to be a memorable 
event, so be prepared to do friendly battle with a plenitude of familiar 
faces when these special small cents cross the auction block. 

The coins in the present offering are attributed, wherever pos- 
sible, to Snow (1992, 1998, 2001), FND (1995), Fivaz-Stanton (2000), 
and CONECA (Combined Organization of Numismatic Error Col- 
lectors of America) reference numbers, as taken from the aforemen- 
tioned reference sources, with occasional reference to Breen and his 
Encyclopedia (1988); the rarity ratings are from the Steve-Flynn refer- 
ence, and are generally higher for Mint State coins than for the same 
variety in circulated grades. We have listed rarity ratings appropriate 
to the grade of the coin as offered. The “Fly-In Club ” has its own 
website, www. flyinclub.org . an interesting place to visit on the “world 
wide web,” and a great source of knowledge and kinship for FKing 
Eagle and Indian cent collectors. The cataloguer (FW) extends his 
gracious thanks to his old friends, Bdck Snow and Larry Steve, for 
use of much information that is as yet unpublished — friends sharing 
knowledge, the way it should be in numismatics! 
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Gctii Uncirculated 1857 Flying Eagle Cent 
Rcpunchcd Date Variety 
The Snow Reference Plate Coin 


(2x photo) 

132 1857 Flying Eagle. Obverse of 1856. Repunched Date. Snow- 

1; FND-008; FSl-001. Rarity-6. MS-65 (PCGS). A satiny 
golden gem with strong lustre and equally impressive eye appeal. 
Repunching is plainly evident at the date, especially so at the 8 and 
5. The only acknowiedged variety^ from within the group of eight 
knowTi “Obverse of 1856” dies; the others are without special die 
qualities such as repunching (as here) or doubling. Probably among 
the first of the 1857 Flying Eagle circulation strike issues (see be- 
low^). Regarding this variety, Snow^ WTote in his 2001 update that 
“These are quite scarce and in high demand,” later noting “Prob- 
ably no more than 100 knowm.” Snow^ goes on to cite two MS-66 
specimens graded by PCGS as the finest examples known to him. 
With that in mind (and the fact that only 11 examples of the date 
have been graded finer by PCGS withotit benefit of variety attribu- 
tion), the present coin could \vd\ be a Condition Census example 
of Snow^-1. In fact, this beauty w^as the plate coin in the Snow^ refer- 
ence, and again in the Steve-Flynn reference. It almost seems the 
present coin can do no wTong; it is beautiful and highly photogenic, 
the strike is strong, and the variety is unmistakable. A grand way to 
begin this w^orld-class Flying Eagle and Indian cent offering. 

Obverse 1 : AM are slightly separated, thin dentils above AMERl. 

Reverse C: Right leaf near T of CENT lower than usual. 

The eight known dies from the obverse style of 1856 exhibit an early style of 
lettering; most notably the O in OF is “bow” and squared, as it is on genuine 
1856 Flying Eagle cents. Later die styies of 1857-58 have a distinctly rounded O in 
OF. Ill \mA BuyeAs and Enthusiast's Guide to flying Ea^le and Indian Cents, author 
Q. David Bowers (1996) noted the following about this obv’erse styde: “1857 with 
obverse letters in the style of 1856. Snow-1 and 2, Fivaz-Stanton 1-001, FND- 
008 (for obverse with repunched date). Discovered by ANACS; earlier (1921) 
unknowingly reported by Commodore W.C. Eaton. It is believed that these were 
made very early in 1857 and were among the first 1857 Flying Eagle cents struck.” 


of 1856 style; certainly the outstanding physical and aesthetic quali- 
ties of the present coin will also garner a great deal of appreciation 
and attention. Pleasing in all respects. 

Obverse: Type of 56-5. Early state, no die cracks seen. 

Reverse G. 

There are six 1857 Flying Eagle obverse dies known of the styde of 1856, in- 
cluding Snow-1, offered just previous to the present lot, and five others called 
Snow-2a, b, c, d, and e. In the most recent (2001) edition of his reference, Rick 
Snow noted the following about the present variety, Snow-2d, and its counter- 
parts: “Five obverse dies are known from the ‘Obverse of 1856’ hub in addition to 
the Snow-1. These are usually only sought after for the distinctive hub styde and 
not the individual dies, which is why they are all listed as S-2. The die variations 
are listed here to tally the dies only. These as a group are slightly scarce. These are 
not found in as high a quality as the Snow-1. The finest known is a MS-65 graded 
by NGC.” 

Choice Mint State 1857 Flying Eagle 10 
Doubled Die Obverse 


134 1857 Flying Eagle. Doubled Die Obverse. Snow-3; FND-004; 

FSl-002; 8-0-1. Rarity-5. MS-64 (PCGS). Bright gold with 
violet and chestnut iridescence on the obverse, and wdth full bril- 
liance on the reverse. Fdighly lustrous and nicely struck. Boldly 
doubled obverse details plainest at the peripheral legend and the 
eagle’s head, eye, and breast feather; additionally, the eagle sports a 
“broken” wdng tip (from the same die that produced the famous 
1858/7 overdate). As author ITick Snow^ noted in the 2001 edition 
of his reference: “This variety^ is very scarce and only a few^ Mint 
State examples have been located.” Our hunch is that the present 
coin is among the finest known examples of the variety! A lovely 
coin and a scarce variety combine here in a winning combination. 

Obverse 3: Strong clockwise doubling on the legends, eagle’s eye, beak, and 
neck feathers, die file marks through second T of STATES, above OF, and at the 
upper right serif of M in AMERICA. 

Reverse FI; Dentils on lower half are thinner, small die crack from lowest tip 
of right ribbon to dentil at right. 

The present variety, Snow-3, was originally listed as Snow-4a in the 1992 first 
edition of the Snow reference. Snow-3 in that edition was a variety first reported 
by Walter Breen which was later determined to be nonexistent and delisted from 
future editions of Snow. The 1995 first edition of T7ic F.LVD.ERS Report by Larry 
Steve and Kevin Flynn attributed this variety as Snow-4b, which was also correct 
at the time. Now, Snow-4a is called Snow-3, taking the numerical place of the 
delisted Breen variety', while the former Snow-4b is now simply Snow-4. 






Choice Uncirculated 1857 Flying Eagle Cent 
Obverse of 1856 



133 1857 Flying Eagle. Obverse of 1856. Snow-2d. Rarity-5. MS- 

64 (PCGS). Satiny rose-gold surfaces display plenty of lustre and a 
generous dose of eye appeal. A few' tiny flecks can be seen under 
magnification, but the overall quality is unimpeded by them. Not 
m extremely rare variety, but highly coveted nonetheless for its die 
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Choice Uncirculated 1857 Flying Eagle Cent 

Another Doubled Die Obverse Variety 



135 1857 Flying Eagle. Doubled Die Obverse. Snow 4; 2-0-1. 

Rarity-5. MS-64 (PCGS). Intense cartwheel lustre and warm 
golden toning grace the satiny surfaces of this impressive Flying Eagle 
cent. Doubling plainest at eagle’s head and neck, and at places in the 
legend, notably at RICA. One of the varieties (formerly S-4b in the 
1992 edition of the Snow reference) with missing wing tip design; 
here it has been strengthened by hand in the die before striking. 
Another lovely coin that must be in or very near the Condition 
Census for the variety, a pleasing and choice Mint State Flying Eagle 
cent that will no doubt entice Flying Eagle collectors and variety 
specialists alike. 

Obverse 4: Strong clockwise doubling seen at eagle’s head and neck area, also 
at NIT and ICA in the legend. Die State A, no cud yet above STATE, front of 
eagle's breast polished into field. 

Reverse 1: Left leaf well above base of C in CENT, right leaf below base of T 
in that word. Faint die crack from tip of right ribbon extends above or touches five 
dentils to the right. 


Choice Uncirculated 1857 Flying Eagle 

A Further Doubled Die Obverse Variety 


136 1857 FlyingEagle. Doubled Die Obverse. Snow-5. FND-006; 

Rarity-6. MS-64 (PCGS). Satiny deep golden surfaces with bursts 
of brighter golden iridescence in the protected areas. Highly lus- 
trous and visually appealing, sharply struck as well. Modest dou- 
bling seen at the top of UNITE and the front of the eagle’s beak. 
Some natural planchet flaws on the reverse, as struck, may account 
for the assigned grade. This variety is called “quite scarce” by Snow 
in the latest edition of his reference. The present piece is definitely 
choice for the grade, and will command a good deal of bidding ac- 
tivity as a result. A grand opportunity to acquire one of Larry Steve’s 
coins for your own Flying Eagle cent cabinet. 

Obverse 5: Minor doubling at tops of UNITE and the front of the eagle’s 
beak; Class II, Distorted Hub Doubling. 

Reverse). 




Rare 1857 Flying Eagle Cent Variety 
Obverse Clashed With Liberty S20 Die 
The Finest Known of the Variety 
The Snow, Steve-Flynn, and Bowers Plate Coin 



(2x photo) 


137 1857 Flying Eagle. Obverse die clashed with Liberty $20 die. 

Snow-7; FND-001; FSl-004. Rarity-6. AU-58 (NGC). Deep 
gold with olive highhghts and strong underlying lustre. The present 
variety is a prized rarity in all grades, and one of the highlights of the 
Larry Steve Collection as well. NGC has certified just three examples 
of the variety, with the present coin far and away the finest of those 
three! Specialists in the series have been “beating the bushes” for 
this variety since its discovery, but with very Httle success; fewer 
than 50 examples have turned up in all grades, most of them in lower 
circulated condition. (No doubt the specialists are also looking for 
double eagles with Flying Eagle cent clash marks). Worth noting is 
the fact that this variety is currently unknown in Mint State. In fact, 
according to Rick Snow’s 2001 update, “The finest known is an 
AU-58 in the collection of Larry Steve!” The bold reversed outline 
ofMiss Liberty (from Longacre’s double eagle die) is clearly seen on 
the obverse of the host coin, her profile jutting into AMERICA, 
and with additional portions of her outline seen at the eagle’s head 
and feet and at the bottoms of the date numerals; that clash mark 
resembles a die crack (what could be the base of an errant 1 can be 
seen between the existing 1 and 8 as well). One of three 1857 Flying 
Eagle cent varieties that show clash marks from dies of other de- 
nominations (the obverse die of a Liberty Seated half dollar and the 
reverse die of a Liberty Seated quarter are the other two “culprits”). 
This photogenic Flying Eagle has been illustrated in the Snow ref- 
erence, the Steve-Flynn reference, and in Q. David Bowers’ Buyer's 
and Enthusiast's Cuide, Alas, only one successful bidder can add the 
present coin to his or her collection and thus become the next per- 
son to assume “custodial rights” to this rarity; we’re sure you’ll bid 
accordingly! 

Obverse 7; Clash marks from the obverse die of a Libert\^ S20 visible on the 
obverse of the Flying Eagle cent host com. 

Reverse L: Thin dentils from 2:00 to 6:00. 

Each of the lots from 137 through 139 will be sold on a proMsional basis. After 
Lot 139 IS sold provisionally, the total for lots 137 through 139 will be computed, 
5% w'lll be added to the total, and this will constitute the opening bid for Lot 140. 
If the opening bid is met or exceeded, the provisional aw'ards for lots 137 through 
139 will be canceled. If it is not met or exceeded, then the lots will be sold at the 
provisional award prices. 
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Gem Mint State 1857 Flying Eagle l0 Variety 
Reverse Clashed With Quarter Dollar Die 
Finest Certified by NGC 
The Steve-Flynn and Bovvers Plate Coin 



138 1857 Flying Eagle. Reverse die clashed with Liberty Seated 

quarter die. Snow-8. FND-002; FSl-005. Rarity-7. MS-65 
(NGC). Lustrous deep golden brown surfaces. An impressive gern 
Mint State example of an elusive variety, one that becomes a major 
rarity at this level (Rarity-7 in Uncirculated; only 4 to 12 known). 
In fact, the present coin is the finest example of the variety certified 
by NGC, with no peers and none better! The reversed outline of 
the eagle from a Liberty Seated quarter die is seen among the re- 
verse wreath details of the cent die. As with the variety clashed with 
the obverse of a Liberty double eagle, fewer than 50 examples of the 
present clashed variety are known. The present coin was the plate 
coin in both the Steve-Flynn reference and the Bowers Guide. The 
Larry Steve Collection has already proven itself deep in rare die va- 
rieties, and we are only at the beginning of the offering. Suffice it to 
say, the present coin represents another opportunity to acquire a ma- 
jor rarity accompanied by an impeccable pedigree that is known 
throughout the Flying Eagle and Indian cent community. We can’t 
wait to see the final outcome when this lot crosses the auction block! 

NGC Census: 1 ; none finer. 

Obverse 8: Left base of 1 in date over left half of dentil. 

Reverse M: Clash marks from reverse die of Liberty Seated quarter seen among 
wreath details of the Flying Eagle host coin. 

Each of the lots from 137 through 139 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 137. 


Gem Mint State 1857 Flying Eagle Cent 
Obverse Clashed With Half Dollar Die 
The Steve-Flynn and Bowers Plate Coin 



(2x photo) 

139 1857 Flying Eagle. Obverse die clashed with Liberty Seated 
half dollar die. Snow-9; FND-003; FSl-003. Rarity-7. MS- 
65 (NGC). Intense cartwheel lustre makes a bold and lively state- 
ment on the satiny deep golden surfaces of this beauty. An intensely 
satisfying gem Mint State Flying Eagle cent in all respects — the strike 
is sharp, the lustre won’t quit, and the eye appeal is near the zenith 
for the design type. Most of the known examples of this variety are 
circulated coins; these are more readily cherrypicked owing to the 
noticeable raised line resembling a die crack that runs through 
ERICA (the other clashed die varieties of the date are more subtle 
in appearance and the details on those varieties probably faded rap- 
idly after some time in circulation). Another of Larry Steve’s coins 
that was used for photographic plate purposes in numismatic refer- 
ences; the present piece is picaired in the Steve-Flynn and the Bowers 
references. A pleasing coin that is among the finest known examples 
of the variety certified by NGC, and one that will definitely draw 
its own fair share of bidding activity when it is presented to our 
appreciative audience. 

NGC Census: 8; 2 finer (MS-66). 

Obverse 9: Clash marks from the die of a Liberty Seated quarter on the ob- 
verse of the host coin. 

Reverse O: Early die state, no crack from rim to wreath at 2:30. 

Each of the lots from 137 through 139 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 137. 

Trio of Clashed Die Cents 

As Described in Lots 137-139 

140 Clashed die cent trio, as individually described in lots 137 through 
139 above. At this point in the sale, the provisional awards for lots 
137 and 139 will be totaled, 5% will be added, and that will consti- 
tute the opening bid for the current lot, Lot 140. If this bid is met or 
exceeded, the provisional avv^ards will be cancelled and the coins will 
be owned by the successful bidder on the present lot. (Total: 3 pieces) 
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1857 Flying Eagle Cent Variety 
Triple-Punched Date Numerals 
The Snow and Steve-Flynn Plate Coin 



141 1857 Flying Eagle. Triple-punched date numerals. Snow-10; 

FND-007; FSl-003.7; 6-0-1. Rarity-6. MS-61 (ANACS). Pale 
gold and rose highlights glow warmly on lustrous, somewhat 
prooflike surfaces. A thoroughly attractive specimen for the assigned 
grade, and a photogenic coin; it was chosen to represent the variety 
in both the Snow and Steve-Flynn references. Repunching at the 
date numerals is plainest at the bases of the 5 and 7, less so at the 1 
and 8. File marks are noted in the dentils below 85; some feel they 
may be the top of an errant 7. A touch of die doubling is also seen on 
this popular variety, with evidence of such plainest at the eagle’s eye 
and the very tops of UNIT. In his reference, Snow called this vari- 
ety “very scarce with very few reported.” This variety was first dis- 
covered by Chris Pilliod, a familiar name to collectors across the 
country. Definitely desirable to collectors of Flying Eagle and In- 
dian cents, as well as to those who simply appreciate the foibles of 
the Mint’s early years. 

Obverse 10: Repunching seen at the date numerals, slight die doubling at 
eagle’s eye and UNIT. 

Reverse P; Die State A, no cracks. 

Rare 1857 Flying Eagle Cent Variety 
Choice Mint State 
Repunched 857 



142 1857 Flying Eagle. Repunched 857. Snow-11; FND-005; FSl- 

001.5. Rarity-7. MS-63 (PCGS). A satiny, lustrous golden brown 
coin with a great deal of eye appeal for the grade, and with rich, 
deep golden iridescence blooming here and there. The bottoms of 
the date numerals are broadly repunched; the first date was punched 
very low, nearly touching the dentils, and then repunched in a higher 
position. A neat variety, one that is found above VF more often than 
not, as the traces of the earlier numerals probably fade after a lengthy 
stay in circulation, and are not generally visible on coins in Fine or 
lesser grades. In choice Mint State, as offered here, the variety rates 
a Rarity-7 designation! 

Obverse 11: Broad, obvious repunching seen at bottoms of 857; earliest die 
state shows minor repunching of 1 as well. 

Reverse Q: “A sloping die defect is visible in the denticles from 1:00 (shal- 
lower) to 2:00 (stronger).” 


Choice Uncirculated 1857 Flying Eagle 1^ 

Another Doubled Die Obverse Variety 



143 1857 Flying Eagle. Doubled Die Obverse. Snow-14; lO-O-I. 

Rarity-6. MS-64 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous golden surfaces 
show a touch of pale rose iridescence. Choice overall despite some 
tiny flecks scattered here and there on both sides. A variety first 
brought to light by Rick Snow. Light doubling noted at ED STA 
and again at the final A in AMERICA. An interesting “patch” of 
sorts can be seen at the E and D in UNITED, and at the first S in 
STATES. Either those letters were severely repunched in the die 
(which is quite obvious at the S), or small chips have fallen from the 
die in all those places — perhaps a combination of both scenarios 
occurred. Regardless, it makes for an interesting variety, which 
should translate into a quick but earnest bidding bout when this 
specimen crosses the auction block. 

Obverse 14: Die State B, with the defects and doubling noted above; also with 
die lines at the dentils above PJ in AMEBJCA, and a die line from the dentils to 
the final A in that word. 

Reverse T: “Late die stage, raised portion of the rim from 6:00 to 10:00.” 

Choice Mint State 1857 Flying Eagle Cent 

Another Doubled Die Obverse Variety 



144 1857 Flying Eagle. Doubled Die Obverse. Snow-15; FSl-002.3; 

3-0-1. Rarity-6. MS-63 (NGC). Deep and rich shades of gold play 
on satiny, lustrous surfaces. Light doubling noted at the peripheral 
legend, especially so at UNI and ICA, and additionally at the eagle’s 
eye, mouth, and neck feathers. A pleasing example of one of the “bro- 
ken wing tip” varieties, a rarity that can still be located with some 
degree of patience. Fortunately the present coin from Larry Steve’s 
collection wiU greatly diminish the “degree of patience” needed to 
locate a specimen for one lucky Flying Eagle specialist! 

Obverse 15: Doubling as noted above. 

Reverse U: “Thin denticles from 2:00 to 6:00.” 
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Attractive 1857 Flying Eagle 10 
Choice MS-64 

Misplaced Digits with Die Cud Variety 



145 1857 Flying Eagle. Misplaced Digits with Die Cud. Snow-16. 

Rarity-7. MS-64 (NGC). A bright and lustrous golden brown 
specimen with iridescent rose highlights on satiny surfaces, and with 
some prooHike retlectivity in the protected areas. A fairly new and 
rare variety; few specimens are currently known in any grade. The 
obverse displays two very interesting features. A retained cud die 
break at the center, resembling a tiny boomerang, is prominently 
displayed on the eagle’s wing. The presence of the cud makes for an 
interesting variety in its own right (and coins bearing the cud were, 
indeed, considered a separate variety for some time before a speci- 
men was carefully re-examined; see note below). Upon careful ex- 
amination of the present high-grade specimen, lo and behold, it was 
found that there were date numerab scattered in the eagle’s neck feath- 
ers as well; that salient feature was first pointed out by the coin’s 
owner, Larry Steve! We suspect the present coin may be the finest 
known example of the variety, though it may well be that others wall 
be discovered after this sale. We are pleased to present a truly lovely 
Flying Eagle cent, a double variety if you wall, and a coin w’ith a tale 
to tell about mid 19th-century minting technology. 

Obverse: 16: as described above, with date numerals in neck and retained die 

cud. 

Reverse: V; no salient marks of note. 

This variety w^as not listed in Snow's reference in 1992, nor w'as it listed in the 
1998 update of the reference. Now' listed as Snow -16 in Tlte Flyitig Ea^le & Indian 
Cent Attribution Guide (2001 ; Second Edition; Volume 1, 1856-1858), author Snow 
notes: “This variety w'as initially listed because of the die cud in the center of the 
coin. Later, in the 1998 Fly-In Club attribution guide, this variety was delisted as 
cuds on their ow n were chosen not to be listed as die varieties. Later, the misplaced 
digits were discovered by Larry Steve. Some specialists are unsure if there are actu- 
ally digits in the feathers because the digits are well hidden amongst the feathers. 
The overlays presented should dispel the critics." Snow then presents photographic 
evidence using overlays of the date numerals placed against the neck feathers of the 
eagle. The evidence is overwhelmingly convincing (at least to this writer) that 
there are date numerals misplaced in the eagle’s neck feathers. 


Noteworthy 1858/7 Flying Eagle l0 Rarity 
Choice Mint State-64 
Early Die State 



146 1858/7 Overdate. Large Letters. High Leaves. Snow-1; FND- 

001; FSl-006. Rarity-7. MS-64 (PCGS). Highly lustrous golden 
surfaces show varying degrees of rich golden toning highlights. 
Somewhat prooflike in appearance, especially so on the obverse. 
An attractive coin, nicely struck at the centers, with a touch of pe- 
ripheral w^eakness at the eagle’s tail and at a few places in the reverse 
wreath, as typical for the issue. From the very rare early state of the 
dies, with the remnants of the underlying 7 plainly visible to the 
unaided eye, as are the remnants of the numeral 1 in the field above 
the date (the diagnostic “belly button” that is visible on all genuine 
specimens of this rarity regardless of grade; credit for determining 
the true identity of the “belly button,” once thought to be just a die 
chip, goes to Chris Pilliod). The “broken” wing tip diagnostic is 
also plainly seen; there is no mistaking this coin for anything but an 
overdate! PCGS has certified fewer than two dozen examples of the 
overdate in MS-64, with only four specimens graded finer; no doubt 
some of those certified numbers can be correctly discounted as 
resubmissions, and it is unknown how many coins of that listing are 
of the early diestate seen here. Confusing population numbers aside, 
current bidders are offered a rare and exciting overdate variety that 
is always in great demand. As Snow noted in his reference, “This is 
typically collected as part of the basic set and is under tremendous 
collector demand.” Hold your bidding paddle high and your re- 
solve steady and the present rarity may Just go home with you! 

PCGS Population: 23; 4 finer (MS-65). 

Obverse 1 : Underlying 7 seen as a point at the upper right side of the existing 
8 in the date, remnants of a 1 in the field above the date; these later fade as the dies 
are used. Die State A: Eagle’s w'ing tip barely connected. On the Leai^cs re- 
v'erse, the low'est inner leaf near the C of CENT is above the bottom of the C. 

Reverse: Tl-B. Die State A: No die cracks or striations. 
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Choice Uncirculated 1858 Flying Eagle 

Small Letters 

Repunched 185, Doubled Die Reverse 


147 1858 Small Letters. Repunched 185. Low Leaves. Snow-2; 2- 

R-III. Rarity-unassigned. MS-64 (NGC). Alively golden beauty 
with strong lustre, splashes of deeper gold iridescence, and consider- 
able prooflike appeal. Tops of first three date numerals repunched, 
here plainest at the tops of the 1 and 8; the top of the underlying 8 is 
broken, appearing as “horns” above the dominant 8. Minor doubling 
is noted on the reverse at the E of ONE. A very scarce variety, prob- 
ably on the order of Rarity-6 in Mint State, though that is just a guess 
on the WTiter’s (FW) part. Regardless of the rarity factor of this par- 
ticular variety, the coin itself is certainly fine enough, both physically 
and aesthetically, to demand a serious spate of bidding activity. 

Obverse 4: “Strong repunching on first three digits, strongest on 1, Top of 
repunched 8 is broken.” 

Reverse T2-C: “A T2 reverse with the denomination strengthened using a 
T2 denomination punch. Minor doubling visible on the E in ONE.” 


148 1858 Small Letters. Doubled Die Reverse. Low Leaves. Snow- 

3a; FND-001; l-R-III. Rarity-unassigned. MS-63 (ANACS). 

Cascading rose iridescence on lustrous and satiny golden surfaces. 
Sharply struck in all places, a coin with even the smallest reverse leaf 
and wreath details plain and bold. Another variety whose discovery 
is attributed to our consignor, Larry Steve. Double reverse details 
plainest at E in ONE. All the diagnostics of this variety are present 
and accounted for, including obverse die cracks at the eagle’s wing 
tip and at its tail; both of those cracks are connected to the rim. On 
the reverse, a small raised lump is seen on the N in ONE, probably 
the end result of die rust; heavy rim cuds are present from 11 :00 to 
6:00 as well. The present coin is definitely a choice Flying Eagle 
cent in all respects, and just as worthy of strong bidder support. 

Obverse 5: Die cracks at tail and wing tip, both connected to the dentils. 

Reverse T2-D: Die doubling at E of ONE; raised lump on N in that word; 
heavy rim cuds from 11:00 to 6:00. Snow’s comments: “This is a Type 3 reverse 
reworked with a Type 1 denomination punch. The finest known is a MS-65 by 
PCGS.” 

Choice Mint State 1858 Flying Eagle Cent 

Small Letters 


149 1858 Small Letters. Broken U in legend. High Leaves. Snow- 

unlisted. Rarity-unassigned. MS-64 (PCGS). Bright, lustrous 
pale gold with rose and sky blue iridescence in the fields. Some flint 


reverse flecks can be seen under low magnification, but their pres- 
ence is far from unsettling to the viewer. Right upright of U in 
UNITED thill and attenuated, serif atop upright broken and with- 
out left side. D in UNITED and first and last S m STATES obvi- 
ously repunched. A lovely choice Uncirculated Flying Eagle cent in 
all regards, not to mention a new variety that will no doubt set die 
variety specialists and Flying Eagle cent enthusiasts afire with auc- 
tion fever. 

Obverse: As described above. 

Reverse: Ikaised die line up from dentils to the right underside of the left 
ribbon end, both ribbons “rest” on the dentils below. 

Choice Mint State 1858/7 Flying Eagle Cent 
Large Letters 
Doubled Die Obverse 


150 1858/7 Overdate. Large Letters. Doubled Die Obverse. High 

Leaves. Snow-7; FSl-006.1; 7-0-11. Rarity-7. MS-62 (NGC). 

Medium golden brown with strong underlying lustre on satiny sur- 
faces. Nicely struck for the type, the present coin being strong and 
bold in nearly every area of the design. A double treat — this coin is 
one of the overdate varieties of the year (though not the overdate 
variety, that being Snow-1), as well as a doubled die variety. Dou- 
bhng noted at the tops of UNITED and the eagle’s eye, with por- 
tions of a previous 1 seen in the field to the left of the existing 1, and 
the upper right corner of the 7 from the 1857-dated die seen to the 
right of the existing 8. As late as 2001, Rick Snow had the following 
to say about this rare variety: “This overdate was discovered by Mark 
MeWherter (see note below). It made front page news in Numis- 
matic Neivs on September 12, 1995. Since then only a handful have 
shown up. Only 11 examples are presently known. The finest is a 
MS-64 example. Only three Mint State examples presently known.” 
With the diligent searching that Flying Eagle and Indian cent spe- 
cialists are deploying on bourse floors across America these days, it 
is reasonable to assume that a few more examples, in various grades, 
have shown up since 2001, but probably not many. Tired of comb- 
ing bourse floors hoping for that “big score?” Bid heartily for the 
present coin and you may never need to put a glass to another 1858 
Flying Eagle cent (we are just teasing, of course, for a true collector s 
searching never ends!). 

Obverse 2: Doubling at UNITED, traces of overdate details at I and 8 of date. 

Reverse Tl-E: High leaves style. 

Interestingly enough, the discoverer of the present variety’, Mark MeWherter, 
was a student of this writer (FW) at the 2002 H.N.H Summer Seminann Colorado 
Springs, where 1 was fortunate enough to be a co-instructor along wnh David 
Lange, who serves as historian for NGC (we’ll both be “back at school” in 2003!). 
Our class was a week-long investigation into the pleasures and intricacies of npe 
coins, with collecting and enjoying type coins the primary’ thrust of the course. 
Mark MeWherter, who is active in the A. N, A. as a District Delegate (among other 
tasks), was an enthusiastic .student (as was emyouc m the class), and brought his 
type set to “show and tell” one afternoon — and a nice type set it is! 
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151 1858 Large Letters. Repunched Date. Low Leaves. Snow-9. 

Rarity-unassigned. MS-63 (AN ACS). Satiny bright golden sur- 
faces display plenty of engaging lustre and nuances of pale pastel 
iridescence; nicely struck as well. Light repunching is noted at the 
tops of the date numerals, here plainest at the tops of both 8s. A 
moderately scarce variety first brought to the attention of Flying 
Eagle cent specialists by Larry Steve. An attractive example, overall, 
of the date, grade, and variety. 

Obverse 10: Light repunching at the tops of the date numerals, which no doubt 
rapidly fided from the die with use. 

Reverse T2-G: “Both lower ribbons are firmly connected to the denticles,” 
according to Snow; such is not the case for the present coin. On the Low Leiwes 
reverse, the lowest inner leaf near the C of CENT is below the bottom of the C. 

Choice Mint State 1858 Flying Eagle Cent 

Large Letters, High Leaves 



152 1858 Large Letters. High Leaves. Snow-unlisted; Rarity-un- 

assigned. MS-64 (PCGS) . A sariny choice Mint State cent, bright 
and lustrous honey gold with bursts of yellow and red iridescence. 
Not a special variety, coming from fairly innocuous dies as it does, 
but a lovely coin that was no doubt purchased simply for its eye 
appeal; even specialists fall victim on occasion to the sheer delight of 
a coin’s appearance. A truly nice coin overall. 

Popular 1858 Pattern Indian Cent 

Judd-208, Pollock-259 



153 1858 pattern Indian cent. Judd-208; Pollock-259; Snow-PT28; 

Breen-1940. Rarity-4. Proof-63 (PCGS). Cupro-nickel. Plain 
edge. Broad Bust. Five-leaf clusters. Centered date. Doubled Die 
Obverse (Snow notes: “A minor doubled die with doubling visible 
on the ERTY in LIBERTY and RICA in AMERICA”). Bright 
and lustrous golden brown with satiny, reflective fields and lightly 
textured design motifs. Some faint flecks can be seen under low^ 
magnification. One of the most popular of all patterns, and an issue 
that is actively collected by Indian cent enthusiasts (which certainly 
creates plenty of demand for the date) and pattern specialists aUke. 

Bv bS5K. collector interest m the products offered by the Mint was expanding 
to the p<mu here patterns and regular issue small cents (at that time still a novelty 
to the general public) were actually offered in 12-piece sets. A total of 12 die 
combinations were available for the 1858 sm.ill cent issues, struck from a combi- 
nation ot three obverse die styles — Plying Eagle and Indian types — and four re- 
verse styles — (uk wreath, .igncultural or “cercMl” wreath, laurel wreath, and oak 


wreath with ornamental shield t)-pes. The sets contained 1 1 patterns and an ex- 
ample of the regular-issue Small Letters Flying Eagle cent of the date. According 
to Snow, “It seems that initially about 50 sets were put together and sold or traded.” 
He later comments “The 12 piece pattern cent collection was struck in additional 
quantities to satisfy demand. Perhaps 25 to 50 [sets) were restruck, with a total of 
100 sets in all.” All the “demand” was caused by James Ross Snowden, Mint Di- 
rector, who was responsible for the Mint's Washington Cabinet. Snowden is well- 
known today for his penchant to strike up numismatic “dainties” for collectors 
and specialists of the era, usually in trade for an item that would fit the Mint’s 
collection. In fact, many collectors of the era probably obtained 1856 Flying Eagle 
cents in this manner. 

Group of 1859 Varieties 

The following group contains a high-quality example of all the 
Snow varieties of 1859, as well as one of the popular Indian cent 
patterns of the date. 

Mint State 1859 Indian Cent 

Only Date of the Design Type 
Repunched Date Variety 



154 1859 Repunched Date. Snow-1; FND-001; FSl-006.2. Rar- 

ity-8. MS-62 (NGC). Lustrous rose-gold with golden brightness 
in the recessed areas. All date digits dramatically repunched, and all 
details plainly visible under low magnification. A rare variety that 
was first brought to light by Walter Breen. The Steve-Flynn refer- 
ence (1995) calls this date Rarity-S in Mint State, which speaks vol- 
umes for the desirability of the variety; the authors also noted that 
the variety was “Reported in Breen’s Encyclopedia (1988) with only 
four to six known; since then, a total of just 15 pieces have been 
identified. This variety has been much sought after and remains elu- 
sive.” Probably a few more examples have come to light since 1995, 
but not an awful lot of them. The latest population estimate from 
Larry Steve notes “To date approximately only 30 pieces are known 
to exist in all^^mdes. ” The present coin ranks among the finest known 
examples of the variety; that and its pedigree are certainly reason 
enough to cause a bidding stir when it makes its debut on the auc- 
tion block. 

Accompanied by an Eagle Eye Photo Seal certificate. 

Obverse 3: Dramatic repunching on all date numerals. 

Reverse: C. 

The 1859 Indian cent is essentially a one-year-only design type. While the 
Indian portrait was continued through to 1909 with only minor changes along the 
way, the reverse laurel wreath of the 1859 Indian cent was replaced in 1860 by an 
oak and olive wreath with a small federal shield at the top of the wreath, and with 
a bundle of arrows at the bottom; that design type remained in use until the de- 
mise of the Indian cent design type in 1909. 
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Gem Uncirculated 1859 Indian Cent 

Repunched 185 Variety 


(2x photo) 

155 1859 Repunched 185. Snow-2; FND-002; FSl-006.3. Rarity-6. 

MS-65 (PCGS). All intensely lustrous gem of impressive physical and 
aesthetic quality. Bright golden brown with rose iridescence that adds 
considerably to the overall beauty of the coin. This date is always in 
demand in gem condition; the added appeal of an elusive variety makes 
for an even more desirable coin. From a moderately early die state, with 
strong repunching noted at the 1 ; this later fades almost to the point of 
invisibihty. The PCGS holder is marked “Larry Steve Coll.,” an added 
attraction for those interested in pedigree information. 

Obverse 4: Repunching on the 185 in the date, usually noticed most plainly at 
the 85; the early state offered here shows repunching on the 1 as well. 

Reverse D: Internal die crack 3vithin wreath runs through the leaves from 
3:00 to 5:30 or so, then to the rim below. 

Rare 1859 Repunched Date Cent Variety 


156 1859 Repunched Date. Snow-3; FND-003. Rarity-7. MS-63 

(NGC) . Higlily lustrous and fully brilliant with some warm rose ton- 
ing highlights. The rare variety with the base of the 1 boldly repunched 
at the bottom, and with lighter repunching on the other three date 
numerals. As Rick Snow noted, “This is another example of the date 
being punched in slightly tilted, then corrected.” A pleasing example 
of an elusive variety, here in its earliest die state with the flag of the 
underlying 1 showing at the left of the dominant 1; this later fades 
from the die. Struck on a flawed planchet, with depressions at the 
upper corner of the E in UNITED, at the second T of STATES, and 
at the bases of the F in OF, and the first A in AMEILIC A. The present 
coin is among the finest known examples of this rarity (especially so 
in its earhest die state, as offered here). Snow mentions a MS-65 PCGS 
specimen as the “finest known” of the variety; the present coin is not 
far behind with regards to quality and aesthetic appeal. 

Obverse 5: Repunching as noted above. 

Reverse E: Late die state, crack from nm at 5:30 upward to leaves, then branch- 
ing off to the left across the ribbon knot, and to the right ftrther into the leaves. 


157 1859 Repiinched 9. Snow-4. FND-004. Rarity-iinassigiied. 

EF-40 (ANACS). Medium golden brown. Light rcpunchingon 9. 


A fairly scarce variety that must be found in its early state or the 
repunching will not show; it is slight but present on the com offered 
here. Numeral 5 light in die, perhaps a result of grease in the nu- 
meral at time of striking. Obverse die crack from rim to OF, and a 
planchet lamination at the rim above the second S in STATES. Few 
circulation marks of any note are seen, making for a choice coin for 
the grade overall. 



158 1859 Repunched 9. Snow-5; FND-005. Rarity-unassigned. 

MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces show’ some deeper gold 
on the high points. A rarity owing to the minor nature of the 
repunching at the 9; as Snow’ notes, “A very minor repunched date, 
but rarely seen.” Discovered by Chris Pilliod. A pleasing coin for 
the grade, and a grand opiportunity for an advanced Indian cent va- 
riety collector to obtain a rare variety with the Larry Steve cachet. 
Accompanied by an Eagle Eye Photo Seal certificate. 

Obverse 7: Minor repiinching in the upper loop of the 9. 

Reverse G: No cracks or other markers. 

Interestingly enough, the PCGS holder has an Eagle Eye Photo Seal sticker on it 
that reads “S-6.” Careful examination reveals it to be a Snow-5, however, which 
was correctly noted on another sticker, this in Larry Steve’s handwriting. 


159 1859 Repunched 18. Snow-6. Rarity-unassigned. AU-58 

(ANACS). Lustrous deep golden brown with pale rose iridescence 
in the protected areas. Doubling plainest at the upright of the 1 and 
in the loops of the 8. As author Rick Snow^ noted, “This is a very 
scarce variety. The repunching is rather bold, ensuring its desirabil- 
ity with collectors.” We are pleased to offer this scarce and desirable 
variety to an appreciative audience of speciaUsts, only one of whom 
will be able to add this coin to his or her holdings. You know w’hat 
it takes to be that lucky collector, so please bid accordingly! 

Obverse 8: Strong repunching at the right side of the upright of the 1 and 
inside the loops of the 8. 

Reverse H: Outlines on the wreath and denomination at the top of the design. 

Popular Pattern 1859 Indian Cent 
Judd-228, Pollock-272 
Obverse of ’59, Reverse of ‘60 


160 1859 pattern Indian cent. Judd-228; PoIIock-272; Snow-PT4; 

Breen-1946. Rarity-2. MS-64 (PCGS). Cupro-nickel. Plain 
edge. Intense lustre glow’s broadly beneath pale gold and rose irides- 
cent highlights. Reverse of 1860 and later, with an oak and olive 
w’reath topped by a shield; the regular-issue 1859 cents have an un- 
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adorned laurel wreath for the reverse style. Among the most popu- 
lar ot all pattern small cent issues owing to its close association with 
the liidun cent senes; this popular pattern was struck in Mint State 
(Kariry-2; Snow’s Die Pair 1) as offered here, and in the Proof for- 
mat (Rarir\’-7; Snow’s Die Pair 2, with fewer than 20 thought to be 
struck, and with far fewer than that number known today). Indeed, 
so popular is this particular pattern that it was actually listed in the 
1957 edition of Wayte Raymond’s Standard Cataloi^ of United States 
Coins as a regular issue! Typically available in high grades, Judd-208 
was struck in reasonably high numbers for a pattern issue (see be- 
low). Today’s collectors are fortunate; though they can no longer 
entreat the Mint for a nice example of judd-228, they only need 
look to the present sale of the Larry Steve Collection for a nice ex- 
ample of the issue. 

C’)bvcrse 10: For circulation strikes only. Small die line in dentils to left of 1 in 
date, die lines extend upward from 9 to hair curls above. 

Reverse type of 1860-A. Olive leaves and shield points away from dentils. 

Regarding the availability of Judd-228 in high grades, author and specialist 
Rick Snow relates the following scenario as a distinct possibility: “The non-proof 
examples were struck in large numbers and are found m very high levels of preser- 
vation. The ratio of very choice examples to impaired and circulated pieces is much 
higher than other cent patterns of similar rarity like the 1858 PT28 (Judd-208) 
and the 1856 S-3. It is possible that, unlike the 1856 and 1858 issues, these coins 
were not distributed widely to collectors at the time. Additionally, the unsold ex- 
amples were not released into circulation hke many of the 1858 pattern cents. The 
500 or so examples struck were likely rediscovered in later years, possibly around 
1870. These would have been afforded a higher collector interest than at the time 
they were struck.” 

Scarce 1860 Pointed Bust Cent 


1860 Type 1. Pointed Bust. Snow’s Die Pair-unlisted. Rar- 
ity-unassigned. MS-64 (PCGS). A highlylustrous and fully bril- 
liant pale rose-gold specimen of the rarer of two types for the year 
(the other type has a rounded point to the Indian’s bust, and is con- 
siderably more common than the presently offered ty^e with pointed 
tip to bust). Snow estimates that perhaps one million examples of 
the date were from the pointed bust dies, as here, while some 19 
million plus examples of the date were struck from the rounded 
bust dies; this reasoning falls in line with the availability of the two 
types. Further, the present coin does not match any of the die pairs 
listed by Rick Snow in the notes given to this writer (FVV) for study 
and comment (the notes will soon become the updated edition of 
Snow’s landmark reference); the description of the dies can be found 
below. Rarity and strong aesthetic appeal always make for an excit- 
ing round of bidding activity, and the present coin has both in abun- 
dance. Accordingly, we suspect an abundance of bidding activity 
will be the outcome when this lovely numismatic prize crosses the 
auction block. 

Obverse: Left edge of lower serif of 1 over center of dentil below, die artifact 
(remnants of the base of an A’) above lower right foot of first A in AMERICA, 
raised die line across lowest feather in headdress, top of R connected but very thin 
near upright of that letter, another tiny die artifact above left foot of 1. 

Reverse: Fairly indistinctive, free of salient marks. 


Rare 1860 Snow-1 Indian Cent 
Unknown in Mint State 
The Snow Plate Coin 


162 1860 Type II. Rounded Bust. Repunched 18. Snow-1. Rar- 

ity-unassigned. AU-50 (ANACS). Medium gold with splashes 
of red and strong underlying lustre. An elusive variety about which 
Rick Snow commented (in his soon-to-be-released update) “Very 
scarce. Presently unknown in Mint State.” Accordingly, the AU 
specimen offered here surely ranks among the finest examples known 
of the variety, and is surely a viable candidate for “finest known” 
honors. Not only that, it is the discovery speciineti of this variety found 
by Larry Steve, and it is the Snow reference plate coin! Could you 
really ask for anything more from a rare coin? 

Obverse 4: Minor repunching at the bases of 1 and 8 in date. 

Reverse J: Cud-like die defect connects upper right corner of shield to den- 
tils, another similar defect under the right side of the crossbar of the T in CENT, 
other small defects at places in the wreath below CENT 

Gem Uncirculated 1861 Cent 

The Snow Plate Coin 


163 1861 Repaired ES, Doubled Die Obverse. Snow-2; FND-002; 

l-O-III. MS-65 (NGC). Satiny golden brown surfaces show in- 
tense lustre and lively rose iridescence. Obverse with broken ES, 
rehubbed with a new and unbroken pair ofletters, now appearing as 
ES/ES. Minor doubling noted at the legends, mainly at ES in 
STATES, and at the Indian’s eye lash. The Snow reference plate coin. 
Regarding this variety, Rick Snow notes “The doubling is very 
minor. The importance lies in how the Mint decided to correct the 
die in this instance. Initially reported by Chris Pilliod, but Larry 
Steve found it to be a doubled die.” A scarce and popular date in 
Mint State in its own right; factor in the gem grade and the variety 
and you have a winning combination that will surely remain a high- 
light in your collection for years to come. 

Obverse 5: Broken ES rehubbed with normal ES, resembling ES/ES. Minor 
doubling in the legends and at the Indian’s eye. 

Reverse E: Faint die crack from tip of upper right oak leaf to right side of 
shield. 


164 1862 Misplaced Digits. Snow-2; FND-002. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-64 (ANACS). Intense cartwheel lustre on satiny rose- 
gold surfaces. The scarce variety with the tops of a misplaced 8 and 
6 plainly \isible in the dentils bekwv the date. As Snow’ noted re- 
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i^arding the extra digits: “This die shows evidence of extensive abra- 
sion around the misplaced digits. It is likely that a Mint employee 
tried to remove the digits.” The present coin displays those mis- 
placed digits to their fullest advantage; they are readily seen with the 
unaided eye. Such obvious blunders come few and far between in 
U.S. numismatics, as the typical imiciy usually requires careful ex- 
amination under low magnification to be obvious to the viewer. All 
that aside, the present 1862 Indian cent is a splendid representative 
of the assigned grade, variety, and date, and should fetch a hand- 
some price relative to its popularity. 

Obverse 4: Tops of misplaced digits 86 in dentils below date. 

Reverse D: ITim cud above the shield, other cuds from 2:00 to 6:00 at the rini. 


165 1863 Repunched 86. Snow-4; FND-002. Rarity-6. MS-64 

(NGC). A bright and glistening golden cent with intense cartwheel 
lustre that races boldly around the coin’s central point. Bold 
repunching noted in the loops of the 8 and 6 in the date; Snow 
refers to this variety as “One of the best repunched dates of the year.” 
Yet another important and attractive variety from the Larry Steve 
Collection, and a coin that will certainly stir the bidders into an- 
other bout of intense bidding activity. 

Obverse 6: Bold repunching in the loops of the 8 and 6, die striations in the 
lower right field. 

Reverse F: Heavy die crack from rim to wreath at 1 1 :30. 

The reverse die crack mentioned above is unusual in that it seems to be the 
result of a die with a broken rim. Careful examination shows that the crack shears 
through a dentil; the dentils to the left of the crack are noticeably higher than the 
dentils to the right side of the crack, resembling a drawn circle where the artist 
failed to make the end point of the circle join the beginning point. 

1863 Doubled Die Reverse 

“Boldest Doubled Die” 



166 1863 Doubled Die Reverse. Snow-10; FSl-006.46; 1-R-IV. 

Rarity-unassigned. MS-64 (NGC). Deep golden surfaces exhibit 
strong lustre and rich rose iridescence, affording an overall color scheme 
that closely resembles that of a bronze cent. Somewhat prooflike in 
the obverse field, shghtly less so on the reverse. Strong offset dou- 
bling is seen on the right side of the reverse wreath. ILick Snow’s 
comments on this variety are strong and to the point: “This is the 
boldest doubled die of the copper-nickel series. Collector demand is 
very high. Relatively new and not well known. Few collectors take 
the initiative to turn over their coins and look at the reverse, so this 
may be one that could be found if you are lucky.” Feeling “lucky?” 
There’s no need to search endless bourse floors waiting for lightning 
to strike, especially when the simple act ofholding your bidding paddle 
high when this lot crosses the block is all the luck you’ll need! Ac- 
companied by an Eagle Eye Photo Seal certificate. 

Obverse 1 2. 

Reverse K: Strong doubling in the leaves on the right side of the wreath. 



167 1864 Copper-nickel. Rarity-1. MS-64 (PCGS). Intense lustre 

on satiny red-gold surfaces. Choice for the grade. An unlisted Snow 
“variety,” the present coin is simply a nice example of the date and 
grade, one that is totally free of salient marks or diagnostics that 
would classify it as a variety. Lack of specific variety^ aside, the present 
coin is chock full of eye appeal and nicely struck as well, and is defi- 
nitely a coin that would fit nicely in any Indian cent collection. 


168 1864 Copper-nickel. Repunched 4. Snow-4. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-63 (ANACS). Lustrous bright golden surfaces. A fleck 
of detritus is seen on the reverse at the E in CENT. In the forth- 
coming edition of the Snow reference, Snow-4 is described as “Base 
of 4 repunched boldly to the west at the base of the digit. ” (The dies 
of this interesting variety are further described in detail below by 
the writer). A thoroughly engaging specimen of the date, and an 
intriguing variety that bears further study. 

Obverse 6: “Base of 4 repunched boldly to the west at the base of the digit.” A 
further study of the obverse reveals that repunching is plain at the 4 in the date, and 
the distinct outline ofa 6 can be seen to the left of the existing 6. Also, a case could 
be made for rcpunclung in the loops of the 8, and tiny die artifacts can be seen near 
the 1. Additionally, there is a noticeable swelling between the 6 and 4, and a cud is 
seen at the rim below the 8. Of further note: the tops ofES in STATES have either 
been crudely strengthened by hand, or there are die cracks in the tops of those 
letters; this writer (FW) prefers the former explanation. 

Reverse F: Die crack from center of central bottom ribbon follows the branch 
stem for a portion of its length before jutting to the next ribbon, and from there to 
the central arrow, where the crack follows the shaft and the arrow head, then juts 
upward across the leaves and joins the rim at 4:00. A second crack runs downward 
from the rim at 1:00 or so, then downward across the leaves before terminating at 
the top of the acorn in the 3:00 position. 


169 1864 Bronze. Repunched Date. Snow-1; FND-002. Rarity- 

unassigned. MS-65 RD (PCGS). Bright red surfaces and strong 
cartwheel lustre make for an attractive example of our nation’s first 
bronze small cent issue. Some light toning flecks can be seen, but 
the overall appeal is strong. Repunched date variety (from the same 
die as the copper-nickel Snow-1 variety of the same date); promi- 
nent details of the first date show at all four numerals. From a middle 
die state for the variety, with the crack that develops from the rim 
through the C in AMERICA and then to the hair curl and low’est 
feather not yet through the C. No die crack is seen yet at OF. Die 
clash marks are seen among the Indian’s feathers. Late reverse state 
with heavy clash marks. A frosty gem Mint State bronze Indian cent 
and a coin that would benefit from further study. 

Obverse 2: “Mid die stage: die crack from rim at 5:30 to base of 4. Late die 
stage: die crack from the rim at 4:00 through the C in AMERICA to the area 
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bcmeoii the last tcather and the hair curl. Another die crack runs from the rim at 
12 30 to the tops of OF.” 

Reverse B: “Late die sta^e: heavy die clashes.” 


Rare 1864 Bronze Doubled Die Obverse \<^ 



170 1864 Bronze. Doubled Die Obverse. Snow-4b; FND-001; 

FS 1-006.47; 1-O-V. Rarity-unassigned. MS-64 RB (ANACS). 

Generous amounts of red mingle brightly with warm brown irides- 
cence. LIBERTY boldly doubled (nearly as dramatically as on the 
1873 doubled LIBERTY rarity), less dramatically so at certain feather 
tips, and the 4 in the date is repunched (a case could be made for 
repunching on the 6 as vv^ell). The present coin was attributed as 
Snow-4b by Larry Steve, but it doesn’t appear to fit precisely any of 
the die combinations delineated by Snow (4a, 4b, and 4c; see be- 
low). Rick Snow calls this “A very rare and popular variety.” He 
further notes that “the rarity is puzzling since this variety^ exists with 
three reverse dies. The die state of the obverse also calls for a large 
production. Discovered in 1993 (by Bob Stymax), this variety has 
not shown up with any regularity even though many specialists have 
been looking.” Another great Mint State Indian cent from the Larry 
Steve Collection that will no doubt excite the specialists in the au- 
dience. 

The present obverse comes closest to Snow’s “mid die stage” of Snow-4b. 
There is a clash mark below the Indian’s ear and other clash marks among the 
headdress feathers, but no die cracks have developed. The reverse die apparently 
matches Reverse P, found on Snow-4c. There is a die crack from the rim at 10:30 
through the wTeath to 9:00, and another crack from the rim at 1:00 that moves 
downward through the weath where it meets another crack that originated at the 
rim at 3:00. There are also heavy clash marks, a salient feature not noted in Snow’s 
description ofSnow-4c. 

Group of 1864-L Indian Cents 

The following selection of 1864-L Indian cents is among the fin- 
est and most comprehensive groups of die varieties of the date ever 
assembled. Fully 14 of the 20 listed Snow varieties for the date are 
featured in the following lots, as are two pieces that may be entirely 
new varieties! This group of coins, numbering 16 individual 1864-L 
varieties in total, will no doubt generate a good deal of bidding ex- 
citement as each piece crosses the auction block. Those seeking vari- 
eties for their specialized collections, as well as those simply seeking a 
top-notch quality^ specimen of this rare date will be enthralled and 
enthused by the depth of selection and the overall quality^ of the 1864- 
L cents offered herein. 



Brecn-1962. Rarity'-5. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Satiny, lustrous sur- 


faces display much more red than brown. A nicely struck and aes- 
thetically appealing example of the first regular-issue bronze cent 
coinage with the designer’s initial, L, on the ribbon at the back of 
the Indian’s headdress. Date broadly repunched; the 1 and 8 are more 
visually dramatic than the 6 and 4. This variety is called “Triple 
Punched Date” in the Steve-Flynn reference. From a late state of 
the obverse, with a spidery network of die cracks that portend cer- 
tain collapse of the die (description below). The 1864-L is a key 
date in the series as well as the most elusive and desirable of the 1864 
small cent issues, being many times rarer than either the copper- 
nickel cents or the bronze cents without designer’s initial L. Snow 
called this variety “A very prominent repunched date.” He also noted 
“Collector demand is presently moderate, perhaps because of the 
numerous repunched dates known for this date. As this date gets 
more variety collector interest, this variety should benefit the most.” 
A choice coin for the grade, one that is definitely worthy of heated 
bidding pursuit. 

Obverse 4: Broad repunching on the date numerals, 18 heaviest, 64 less so. 
Vertical die line to left of date. A horizontal die crack e.xtends from the tip of the 
uppermost feather to the right into the field, where itjoins a crack that runs diago- 
nally downward from the rim at 1 :00 to the bottoms of OF AM. A small triangular 
crack connects the rim to the tops ofER, and another crack runs from the bottom 
of the C horizontally across the field to the hair curls, and another crack extends 
from the point of the bust to the U of UNITED. 

Rev^erse U: Die crack from nm at 11:00 downward through WTeath, and an- 
other at 2:30 from the vvTeath to the rim. 

Gem Uncirculated 1864-L Indian Cent 
Repunched Date 
Probably Finest Known Snow-2 



172 1864-L Repunched Date. Snow-2; FND-002; FSl-006.7; 

Breen-1962. Rarity-unassigned. MS-65 RB (PCGS). A bright 
and lustrous coin that is easWy 85% to 90% full red, with the brown 
mostly limited to the high points of this lovely gem specimen. On 
this variety, the 18 in the date is broadly repunched, with the 6 less 
dramatic, and with the repunching on the 4 very slight. Perhaps the 
j\ms\ known example of Snow-2 found to date, based on Snow’s 
notation that “The finest known are a MS-65 RB and a MS-64 
RD graded by PCGS.” Undoubtedly the “MS-65 ILB” coin noted 
by Snow is the present coin, the Larry Steve specimen. From a late 
state of the obverse die (see below); reverse die clashed. The de- 
mand for quality 1864-L Indian cents never diminishes, although 
the supply of the date in the marketplace obviously diminishes ev- 
ery time an Indian cent specialist obtains one for his or her collec- 
tion. An irresistible gem Mint State 1864-L cent, one that com- 
bines the rarity^ and desirability of the date with an elusive and ea- 
gerly sought-after variety. Accompanied by an Ea^i^le Eye Photo Seal 
certificate. 

Obv’erse 6: Date close to point of bust, 18 broadly repunched, 6 less so, 4 
slightly so. Die breaks include one from the nm at 2:00 that terminates in the field 
near 1:00 after touching the tops of OF, another from the rim that touches the 
tops of ERIC before jutting back to the nm near the top of the final A in 
AMERICA. Still another crack from the rim at 5:00 connects the bottoms ot the 
date numerals (Snow: “Die crack from base of 4 to rim at 5:00. This l.ucr will 
extend through the date”). Another crack extends from the pifrnt of the bust 
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tlirougli tlic U 111 UNI I ED, and then to the run. Another crack extends from the 
run above N diagonally to the top of the I, connecting to the tops of TED as well. 
Raised diagonal die line in dentils below 4 in date. 

Reverse V: Die crack from upper right corner of shield to upper leaf of wreath. 

Interestingly enough, l^ck Snow notes that counterfeit Indian cents are known 
from the obverse die of Snow-2. These lack the bottom serif on the second S in 
STATES, and there is a depression on the bottom of the ribbon under the left leg 
of the R in LIBERTY. 



173 1864-L Triple Punched Date. Snow-3; FND-003. Rarity- 

unassigned. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Intense lustre on satiny, matte- 
like surfaces with attractive wisps of iridescent pale violet gathered 
at the rims. Variety with 1 and 8 in date punched three separate 
times, and with repunching showing to a lesser degree at the 6; no 
noticeable repunching is seen at the 4. Struck from a lightly clashed 
reverse die. Snow called this variety “Fairly scarce, with the finest 
known being a single MS-65 RB graded by PCGS.” A grand ex- 
ample of the date, grade, and variety in all respects. As a matter of 
fact, the present coin is almost certainly a Condition Census example 
of the variety, which the bidder will do well to keep in mind when 
the bidding begins. 

Obverse 7: Date numerals repunched as described above. Early die states show 
a faint line over the dentils below the 4. 

Reverse W: Fairly “normal” save for the mentioned die clash marks; these 
may be heavier (or nonexistent) on other specimens, depending on the die state. 


174 1864-L Triple Punched Date. Snow-4; FND-004. Rarity-6. 

MS-64 RB (PCGS). Bright and lustrous woodgrain surfaces with 
rich chestnut iridescence at the rims; generous amounts of red make 
their presence known as well. Triple punched date numerals, 186 
boldly so, 4 shghtly less so. Rick Snow called this “An interesting 
variety with repunching in two directions. Very similar to S-3 above. 
Aside from the difference in the strength of the repunching, the 
date positions are very different.” Another attractive 1864-L cent 
(and intriguing die variety) from the Larry Steve Collection. 

Obverse 8: All date numerals repunched, 18 at tops bottoms, 6 and 4 less 
dramatically. 

Reverse X: Several small die lines from the dentils at 7:00 to 8:00, small die 
crack from tip of central arrow through dentils to rim. 


175 1864-L Repunched Date. Snow-5b; FND-005; FSl-006.5. 

Rarity-7. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Lustrous warm chestnut and bright 
red hues form a pleasing contrast on woodgrain surfaces. Date with 
18 dramatically repunched, 64 with a hint of repunching at their 
tops. From the late state of Snow-5 (Snow-5a being the early state), 
described by Snow as “Heavy distortion due to excessive die wear, 
feathers are worn to such an extent they appear to be doubled.” He 


then relates that “A late die state example was erroneously thought 
to be a doubled die, possibly a With L design over a No L die. The 
severely eroded feathers showed apparent doubling. When an early 
die state example was located this theory was disproved.” Snow noted 
“two MS-65 ILBs are known graded by PCGS.” The present coin 
from the Larry Steve Collection is not far offthe finest known mark, 
which is certainly good news for potential bidders. 

Obverse 9: Date and dies as described above. 

Reverse Z: Die crack from rim to upper right corner of shield, another from 
nm at 2:00 diagonally upward to leaves. A die lump is seen at the lower right foot 
of the E in CENT. 


176 1864-L Repunched Date. Snow-6; FND-006. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-64 RB (PCGS) . A lovely Mint State 1 864-L cent with 
lustrous, satiny surfaces. Bright mint red shares the limelight with 
the warm golden brown toning that appears on the high points. 
Plainly discernible repunching at the 1 and 8, less so in the loop of 
the 6, none noted at the 4. Reverse die lightly clashed. Regarding 
this variety, Pick Snow noted “The initial digits were punched into 
the die skewed so that the 18 received the heaviest impression.” He 
went on to note that: “This is a scarce variety with the finest known 
MS-64 PJ3 by PCGS.” We suspect he was writing about the present 
Larry Steve coin! Yet another lovely example of a scarce and popular 
date coupled with a highly collectable variety and an impeccable 
pedigree. 

Obverse 10; As described above. 

Reverse AA: Die crack from run, across dentil to upper right corner of shield, 
another from lip of central arrow to rim, and another from leaf at 8:00 to rim. 
Light clash marks on some specimens. 

Choice Uncirculated 1864-L Cent 

Repunched date 


177 1864-L Repunched Date. Snow-8. Rarity-unassigned. MS- 

64 RD (PCGS). Fiery red with some deeper red highlights on the 
high points. Intense cartw^heel lustre pivots brightly around the cen- 
ters of this lovely cent, increasing the already significant appeal of 
the piece. Repunching plainest at the 8, 6, and 4 in the date. Mod- 
erate clash marks on the reverse. A fairly scarce variety that is avidly 
sought after despite the somewhat less than dramatic repunching at 
the date numerals. Discovery kudos for this variety go to Ken Hill 
and Chris Pilliod, two familiar names in current day numismatics. 
A lovely MS-64 ILD 1864-L cent with plenty of eye appeal and that 
all-important “Larry Steve Collection” cachet. 

Obverse 11: Date as described above, die cracks from nm at 3:00, across the 
M in AMERICA, then to the feather opposite that letter, another from the top 
edge of the Indian’s bust to the U of UNITED. Additionally, what may be the top 
of an errant numeral peeks from the dentils below the 1, a small swelling connects 
the 8 and 6, and a cud has formed in the dentils beneath the 6. 

Reverse AC: No real diagnostic “markers” present save for a faint die crack 
from the rim to the ribbon just to the left of the arrow feathers. 
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Gem Mint State 1864-L 

Snow- 10a, Rcpunchcd 86 


178 1864-L Rcpunchcd 86. Snovv-lOa; FND-007. Rarity-unas- 

signcd. MS-65 RB (NGC). Equal amounts of shimmering red 
and warm chestnut brown share the satiny, lustrous surfaces of this 
gem 1864-L cent. A tiny toning spot is seen in the dentils below the 
4, and a few tiny flecks can be seen on the reverse when a glass is 
applied, but this gem still measures up to the assigned grade in all 
respects. The scarce variety with boldly repunched 86 in date, but 
with the other numerals offering just a hint of repunching at their 
uprights. Snow- 10a represents an early die state with some light clash 
marks but none of the light die cracks that form later (Snow -10b). 
This variety w^as discovered by Jack Beymer. Yet another pleasing 
gem example of the date that will see spirited bidding participation. 

Obverse 13: “Thin” dentils from 9:00 to 10:00, repunching within the lower 
loops of the 8 and 6, faint clash marks but no die cracks. 

Reverse AP: Early state, die cracks not yet formed at 2:00 and 8:30. 

Gem Uncirculated 1864-L Cent 

Snow-11, Repunched 86 


179 1864-L Repunched 86. Snow-11; FND-008. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-65 RB (NGC). Lustrous deep golden red and lively 
tan highlights share the satiny surfaces of this gem Indian cent. Light 
repunching within the low'er loops of the 8 and 6. Discovered by 
Larry Steve. Snow’ calls this variety “Only moderately scarce,” and 
notes that “A few^ are known graded as high as MS-65 RB.” The 
present coin is certainly a Condition Census example of the date, and 
worthy of bidding respect as such. A lovely coin overall. 

Obverse 14: Repunching as noted above. 

Reverse AF: A die crack runs from the berry that touches the left side of the 
ribbon across the ribbon and the shaft of the lowest arrow, then upward across the 
second ribbon fold and along the central arrow’s shaft to the arrowhead; there it 
splits, with one crack advancing from the underside of the arrowhead to the run, 
and with the other crack jutting upward into the leaf above. 



RB (ANACS). Bright pale golden red with strong lustre. 
Repunching is seen at the 4, and a small die bulge connects all four 
date numerals. Reverse fiintly clashed. “This seems to be a scarce 
variety,” noted Rick Snow’, wiiich certainly adds to the collector 
appeal of the present coin. 

Obverse 15 Rcpiinching.it 4. bulge at date, fiiiit die crack through OF to run 
ibove 


Reverse AG: Faint die cracks seen from wreath to dentils at 2:00, 5:00 (from 
lowest arrow’ point), 7:00, 8:00, and 9:00. 


181 1864-L Repunched 64. Snow-14; FND-009. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-64 RB (NGC). Fiery orange- red with strong lustre 
and equally fine eye appeal. Struck on a flaw^ed planchet at the Mint; 
there is an edge split and some areas of lamination on the reverse at 
3:00, as struck, and an unusual occurrence in the Indian cent series 
in its own right! Repunching seen at inside loop of 6, and slightly so 
above crossbar of 4 (the repunching at the 4 disappears rapidly from 
the die and only shows in early states, as here). An eye-catching 
example of the date and grade in all respects. 

Obverse 6: Light repunching in lower loop of 6 and slighdy above crossbar of 
4, which later disappears from die. A faint die crack (which may strengthen in later 
die state examples) runs diagonally upward from the right top side of the 8 to the 
hair curl above the 4. 

Reverse ALA die crack runs the length of the central arrow shaft, crossing the 
ribbon on its way, then out the arrowhead to the dentils at 4:00. Another small 
crack joins the dentils to the leaf at 9.-00. 

Spectacular Shattered Obverse 1864-L Cent 
Snow-16, Vertical Die Crack 
The Snow Plate Coin 


182 1864-L Vertical Die Crack. Snow-16. Rarity- unassigned. MS- 

63 RB (NGC). Highly lustrous red and browm woodgrain surfaces. 
A lovely example ofthe date and assigned grade. Struck from lightly 
clashed dies. A spectacular variety to behold. An obverse die crack 
extends from rim to rim at 12:00 dowTiw^ard to 6:00, crossing the 
Indian’s portrait as it does, and leaving a trail of raised die cuds in its 
wake, including one cud that fills the loops and practically obliter- 
ates the 6 in the date. The obverse die may very wch have split in 
half before it produced too many more impressions, and the reverse 
is on the verge of shattering as w^ell (see belowjl Regarding the crack, 
Snow states the following: “It is present policy not to list die cracks 
as separate varieties, but an exception w^as made in this case due to 
severity of the crack and its desirability.” A rare variety, one that is 
seldom found in any grade, let alone choice Mint State, as offered 
here. An unprecedented opportunity for an advanced Indian cent 
variety enthusiast. Here is wdiere the bidding hits the proverbial “fast 
and furious” pitch! 

Obverse 18: As described above with additional cracks through D STATE 
and AME. 

Reverse AK: Die crack from rim across dentil to leaf, then downward to acorn 
at 3:00 position, another upward from rim at 5:00 to the lower ribbon end, tlieii 
horizontally left across the ribbon, stem, central ribbon, and olive leaves betore 
joining the dentils at 7:00. 










ameilk:an numismatic iuulities 


I'l IE Classics Sale 


43 


Gein Uncirculated 1864-L 

Snow-17, Rcpunched 8 



183 1864-L Repunched 8. Snow-17. Rarity-unassigned. MS-65 

RB (NGC). Bright, satiny redjust beginning to take on lovely pale 
brown highlights. A pretty coin in all respects. Repunching present 
at the 8 of the date on this scarce variety discovered by our con- 
signor, Larry Steve. A pleasing gem 1864-L Indian cent in all re- 
spects. 

Obverse 19: Repunching as noted above. 

Reverse AM: Die crack from end of stem to dentil. 



184 1864-L Repunched 18. Snow-20. Rarity-unassigned. MS-64 

RB (NGC). Generous amounts of bright red mingle nicely with 
splashes of rich tan on the satiny, lustrous surfaces of this attractive 
1864-L cent. Struck from lightly clashed dies. Yet another variety 
discovered by our consignor, Larry Steve. Pack Snow described this 
variety best when he wrote ‘'Microscopic repunching visible on the 
base of the 1 and above the lower loop of the 8. Two vertical date 
position lines to the right and left of the date. A horizontal date line 
passes through the top half of the 64 in the date and extends to the 
right of the date. Apparent repunching on the 4 is caused by an 
anomaly in the digit punch.” Definitely choice Mint State, so bid 
with confidence. 

Obverse 22: As described above. 

Reverse AP: Die crack from upper left corner of shield horizontally to dentils 
at 11:30, raised die lumps on upright ofE in CENT. 

Gem Mint State 1864-L Cent 

Unlisted Repunched Date Variety 



185 1864-L Repunched 86. Snow-unlisted. Rarity-unassigned. 

MS-65 RB (NGC) . A satiny red and brown gem with strong lustre 
and a hint of woodgrain contrast. Discovered by Larry Steve. 
Repunching shows plainly at the lower left edges of the 8 and 6 in 
the date, horizontal “dash” in dentils below 6. A newly discovered 
variety, one as yet to be listed by Rick Snow, and one that is pres- 
ently quite rare (this, of course, could change if more examples are 
located). An attractive coin and a new variety! 

Obverse: As described above. 

Reverse: No salient die features. 



186 1864-L Repunched 86. Snow-unlisted. Rarity-unassigned. 

MS-65 RB (NGC). A highly lustrous satiny red gem with a nu- 
ance of pale brown on the high points. Faint repunching noted at 
the base of the 8 and within the lower loop of the 6. Obverse die 
with circular lathe lines on the Indian’s portrait, reverse die lightly 
clashed. A delightful example of the date and variety^ and a coin that 
will please virtually any Indian cent collector. 

Obverse: As noted above, and with raised die lines connecting ICA to the 
dentils above those letters, and with more die lines through UNITE. Circular 
lathe marks on the Indian’s portrait. 

The circular die lines on the portrait of Liberty (the Indian) are seen on 1864 
No L issues, and on Liberty Seated half dollars and certain gold issues of the era. 
The lines are “artifacts from the transfer lathe process” according to information 
on pages 64-66 of A Buyer's and Enthusiasts' Guide to Flying Eagle atid Indian Cents 
by Q. David Bowers. In that reference work, the lines are discussed in detail ac- 
companied by various correspondences from Craig ShoUey, Larry Steve, and Rick 
Snow. We direct the reader’s attention to that reference for further information. 

Gem Mint State 1865 Indian Cent 

Misplaced Digit Variety 



187 1865 Plain 5. Repunched Date, Misplaced Digit. Snow-3a; 

FND-003; FSl-007.5; Breen-1867. Rarity-unassigned. MS- 
65 RB (NGC). Satiny medium brown with bursts of red bright- 
ness in the protected areas. A sharp and appealing gem. Struck from 
lightly clashed dies. Repunchmg plain at 186, as is the remnant of a 
misplaced digit, probably a double-punched 8, between the existing 
8 and 6 in the date. Rick Snow called this one “A very dramatic 
variety with a very interesting misplaced digit be Ween the 8 and 6.” 
Early die state, no cracks yet formed at date. 

Obverse 6: As noted above, and with heavy diagonal die lines that connect the 
tip of the bust to the U of UNITED. 

Reverse G: Heavy die defect line from rim at 2:00 to the field. 
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Rare 1865 Doubled Die Reverse Indian Cent 

Choice Mint State 



188 1865 Fancy 5. Doubled Die Reverse. Snow-2a; FND-001; 

FS 1.007; 1-R-IV. Rarity-unassigned. MS-63 RD (NGC). Blaz- 
ing red with a touch of tan on the high points. Struck from clashed 
dies. The date and portions of the peripheral obverse legend are 
very weak and rough, as though injured in the die. Extreme reverse 
die doubling is seen at ONE CENT and at most of the wreath and 
feather details as well. Discovered by J.T. Stanton. This spectacular 
variety was called “One of the top doubled dies in the series” by 
l^ck Snow, who went on to say that “If collector habits held that 
the reverse carried as much importance for die varieties (as well it 
should) then this variety would be on the same interest level wath 
the famed 1873 Doubled LIBERTY, Closed 3, Snow-1. It is cer- 
tainly rarer. ” He further noted; “Only one example seen, MS-63 
RD NGC. Larry R. Steve Collection.” Here is what may be the 
only known example of the variety' in Mint State; indeed, this could 
be the only specimen known in any grade! Can you find an example 
through diligent searching on bourse floors? With a lot of luck and 
loads (and loads) of patience, you certainly may uncover an example. 
Can you buy one here and now'? Of course you may, but you must 
be prepared to hold your bidder paddle high and long, for you cer- 
tainly w'on’t be the only specialist to show an interest in this rarity! 

Obverse 17: As noted above, plus with die file marks above CA and around 
the Indian’s portrait. 

Reverse Q: As noted above. Die cracks later develop (Snow'-2b). 


1866 Tripled IBERTY Variety 



189 1866 Tripled IBERTY, Misplaced Digits. Snow-1; FND-001; 

FSl-007.6; 1-O-V. Rarity-5. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Satiny or- 
ange and tan blend succinctly on this lustrous Indian cent. A toning 
fleck is noted above the I in AMERICA, though the coin is still a 
solid representative example of the grade in all respects. Bold triple 
punching at IBERTY. There is also the base of an errant 1 peeking 
out from the Indian's pearl necklace, as w'ell as the tops of riro 6s in 
the dentils below' the date! A grand variety at many levels, and a 
popular key date as w'cIl. What more could an Indian cent collector 
desire? 

Obverse 2; Tripling and misplaced digits as described above, die cracks at tops 
of MERICA. base ofdate numerals to run at 7:00, tops of UNIT, and bases of 
S7AT. Die gouge between ear and curl. 

Reverse B: Numerous diagonal die polish lines, especially so around ONE 
CENT 



190 1866 Repunched 1. Snow-3a; FND-003; FSl-007.9. Rarity- 

unassigned. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Satiny red and brow'n with a 
slight woodgrain appearance. An attractive Indian cent, lustrous, 
appealing, and decidedly choice for the grade. Variety w'ith broadly 
repunched 1 in date, called “A very scarce and popular variety” by 
Rick Snow. 

Obverse 4: Widely repunched 1, small die crack atop MERI, clash marks at 
12:00. 

Reverse D: Die State B, crack from rim at 2:00 downward through wreath to 
arrow tips, another crack across bow^ and stem to rim, another in the wreath from 
about 7:00 upward to 9:00 or so. 


Gem Uncirculated 1867 Indian 

Repunched 67 



191 1867 Repunched 67. Snow-la; FND-001; FSl-008. Rarity-6, 

MS-65 RB (ANACS). Lustrous fiery orange with bright violet 
and blue on the high points. A tiny toning spot is seen at the base of 
the I in AMERICA. Sharply struck from clashed dies and with strong 
circular die lathe hues on the Indian’s portrait. A delightful gem 
example of the date and variety. Boldly repunched 67 in date; this 
variety was first brought to light by Q. David Bowers in his Empire 
Topics (No. 5, 1959), and has been called “One of the top repunched 
dates in the Indian cents series” by Rick Snow, who went on to 
note: “In addition to being a bold ‘naked eye’ variety, it is very scarce 
within a semi-key date year.” Another splendid opportunity pre- 
sented to our bidders courtesy of the Larry Steve Collection. 

Obverse 2: Bold repunching at the tops of 67, circular lathe marks heavy on 
the Indian’s neck, especially so at the pearls, lower curls, and the L on the ribbon, 
die striations from rim through ATE. 

Reverse B: Die line upw^ard from low'er back of C in CENT, die crack from 
olive leaf across ribbon and stem to shaft of central arrow, another from rim at 7:00 
to nock of arrow, other line cracks in and around the wreath, and with heavy die 
striations in the field. 


Gem Uncirculated 1867 Indian Cent 

The Snow Plate Coin 



192 1867 Repunched 18. Snow-5b; FND-002. Rarity’-7. MS-65 

RB (ANACS). Bright, highly lustrous red surfaces with some 
deeper highlights in the protected areas. From an early stage ot die 
use, with bold repunching seen at the 18 m the date; the repunching 
later fades considerably at the 8. Struck from boldly clashed dies, 
with evidence of such plainest on the obverse. This variety was first 
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discovered by Larry Steve, and this, the discovery specivien, was the 
phuc coin in the Snow reference. This photogenic coin is laden with 
eye appeal and strong physical attributes, and represents a scarce va- 
riety as well, which provides all the makings of a “hot” lot when it 
crosses the auction block. 

Obverse 6: Die characteristics as noted above, faint die break at base of date, 
die striations visible in the field. 

Reverse G: Heavy die polish lines in the vertical stripes of the shield, vertical 
die crack from dentil to tip of stem, then upward to ribbon, die striations in the 
fields. 


Gem Uncirculated 1868 Indian Cent 

Doubled Die Obverse 



193 1868 Doubled Die Obverse. Snow-1; FND-001; FSl-008.2; 

1-O-V. Rarity-6. MS-65 RD (NGC). Bright and lustrous deep 
golden red surfaces with deeper hues on the high points. Struck 
from lightly clashed dies. A satiny gem example of a popular semi- 
key date, this with the added attraction of Double Die Obverse fea- 
tures; the doubling is strongest at RTY and the designer’s initial, L, 
on the ribbon behind the Indian’s neck. Discovered by Larry Steve. 
Rick Snow called this variety “A scarce and marginally popular 
Doubled Die, however the spread of the doubling is very small and 
this variety may escape notice.” We have a sneaking suspicion that 
the present lot will not “escape notice.” 

Obverse 3: Minor doubling visible at RTY and the L on the ribbon, die line 
from nose to eyelid offers a “crying Indian” effect. 

Reverse C: Die crack from the upper right corner of the shield to the wreath 
end, another from the rim at 9:00 to the wreath, then upward through the wreath 
to about 10:00. 


1868 “String of Pearls” Cent Variety 

Choice Mint State 



194 1868 Repunched 18, “String of Pearls.” Snow-10. Rarity- 

unassigned. MS-64 RD (PCGS). Intense cartwheel lustre present 
on satiny red surfaces. Sharply struck and visually appealing, per- 
haps even a candidate for resubmission to a third-party grading ser- 
vice. Slight repunching at the 18. Struck from a failing reverse die 
(see below). The “String of Pearls” variety first brought to light by 
ILick Snow. According to Snow, the raised die line through the pearls 
at Liberty’s neck (from which this variety derives its colorful sobri- 
quet) was “caused by lint being impressed into the die during the 
hubbiiig process.” No doubt among the finest examples of the vari- 
ety extant, and a grand way to represent this popular semi-key date 
in your Indian cent collection. Accompanied by an Ea^le Eye Photo 
Seal certificate. 

Obverse 12: Features as noted above, die crack at base of date. 

Reverse L: Die lines from wreath to back of C in CENT. A circular die crack 
begins at the rim near 12:30, and then juts down to the left across the shield and 


into the wreath, making a complete circle through the wreath before exiting at the 
upper right tip and joining the right side of the shield. This crack branches in 
several places in the wreath, with extensions to the rim at 3:00 and 9:00. From the 
look of things, the center of this die probably eventually collapsed. 


Gem Uncirculated 1869/69 Indian Cent 
A Perennial Collectors’ Favorite 
The Snow Plate Coin 



195 1869/69 Repunched 69. Snow-3d; FND-002; FSl-008.5; Rar- 

ity-6. MS-65 RB (AN ACS). Fully lustrous rich red surfaces with 
deepening tones on the high points. Struck from lightly clashed dies. 
The Snow plate coin! A pleasing example of a popular variety (once 
thought to be an overdate, 1869/8, but now knowm for its true na- 
ture, simply a repunched 9), the discovery rights of which go to 
Walter Breen way back in 1953. A prized variety that is eagerly col- 
lected alongside the “regular” issues in the series, especially where 
gem Mint State specimens are concerned. 

Obverse 4: Bold repuiiching at the 9, less so at the 6. small die chip on Liberty’s 
cheek, small die line through lips. 

Reverse E: Snow’s “die stage C,” light clash marks, crack from rim across top 
of shield to opposite nm, crack in w reath at 3:00 extends downw^ard and then to 
the rim at 5:00, a vertical crack in the wreath at 9:00. 

In 1953, the year Walter Breen discovered this variety, he w'as a 23 year old 
prodigy only a few years removed from a VA hospital in Massachusetts. He lived m 
New York City' at the time, having been hired in 1952 by New Netherlands Coin 
Company according to Pete Smith’s American Numismatic Biographies. Five years 
later, he would be named a coauthor of Penny mihnsy. 



196 1869 MS-64 RD (PCGS). Lustrous blazing orange-red surfaces 

with delightful eye appeal for the grade. Struck from heav’ily clashed 
dies (and a heavily cracked obverse, see below). Not a variety per 5C 
just a “plain old” 1869 Indian cent with a ton of eye appeal, a coin 
that Larry Steve no doubt could not resist when he saw it at a coin 
show (we all own coins like that!). Choice for the grade. 

Obverse with a heavy crack from the tip of the low'est diamond on the Indian’s 
headdress curving across the bust to a point in the field below' the T of UNITED, 
another at the tops ofNlTED STATES, another at the tops of AMERl, and an- 
other from the rim diagonally through CA. Numerous other tiny cracks and clash 
marks are noted as well. Many crisscrossed die lines connect the reverse rim to the 
wreath, in some places quite heavy. 
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Extremely Rare 1870 Indian Cent Variety 

Very Few Known 

Possibly First Auction Appearance of the Variety 



197 1870 Doubled Die Obvxrse, 0 in Dentils. Snow-5; FSl-OOl; 

3-R-IIL Rarity-8. VG-8 (ANACS). Medium brown and essen- 
tially problem-free for such a well-circulated coin. An intriguing 
rarity, a variety’ that displays slight obverse doubling at IBERTY 
(here not so obvious due to the wear associated with the grade), 
doubling at the 18 in the date, and a misplaced 0 in the dentils be- 
low' the 7! An amazing rarity', one of only tiw examples of the vari- 
ety’ know’ll to Larry Steve in 1995, though a few' more specimens 
may now be know’ii. The present variety' was called by Steve “A 
multi-variety’ ty'pe of coin with three different categories on one 
side of the coin! Extremely rare.” “Co-discovered” by Vicken 
Yegparian (the Doubled Die Obverse details) and Jack Beymer (the 
misplaced digit detail). While not the finest coin in the Steve Col- 
lection W’here eye appeal is concerned, it certainly gets a nod from 
us where rarity is concerned — it might very well be the rarest vari- 
ety’ in the collection! You may be surprised at just how much of a 
stir this little circulated Indian cent produces when it makes its auc- 
tion appearance. 

Obverse 6: “Errant 0 is very visible in the dentils below. Also possible other 
digits below the 1. Minor doubling visible on IBERTY. Repunching visible mostly 
inside the loops of the 8.” Die crack at date. 

Reverse T3-C: “Small curved Une in the lowest oak leaf on the left wreath. 
Die crack from the rim at 7:00 into wreath. Die crack from wTeath at 8:00 to the 
rim at 10:00.” 

Vicken Yegparian identified this doubled die obverse when he was a prodi- 
gious high schooler from New Jersey. Today he earns his living as a professional 
numismatist with a well-known New York City firm. He is also credited with 
discovering doubled dies in other American series as well as on coins of the nation 
of Colombia. 


choice Mint State by any standard, and worthy of an admiring look 
before bidding commences. 

Obverse: Spidery die cracks throughout the peripheral legends, including one 
that runs from the rim above U to the bottoms of the 1 and 8 in the date. Two 
closely spaced diagonal die lines are seen at the juncture of Liberty’s jaw and neck, 
nudway between her ear and chin, and another raised line, this resembling a back- 
ward C, can be seen below' her ear. A sw'ollen area is noted at 12:00 at the dentils. 

Reverse: As described above. Also of note is a die crack from the rim at 2:00 
that runs downward across the rim, dentils, and field, and then along the interior 
right side of the wreath to the ribbons. Another crack connects a leaf tip to the rim 
at 7:00, and another is noted at the end of the left wreath to the shield. Addition- 
ally, heavy raised die lines connect the dentils to the wreath in many places, heavi- 
est at 7:00 to 9:00. 



199 1871 Repunched Date. Snow-la; FND-006; FSl-008.6; 1-0- 

IV. Rarity-unassigned. MS-64 RB (ANACS). Bright red 
mingles nicely with pastel violet and blue iridescence. A lustrous 
and thoroughly attractive example of a popular key date in the In- 
dian cent series and a collectable variety as well. This popular vari- 
ety’, discovered by Chris Pilliod, is caused by “a defective punch made 
from a punch matrix that had light repimching on the lower edges 
of the horizontal portions of the digits,” according to Rick Snow’s 
reference. A pleasing example that would satisfy virtually any Indian 
cent collector in search of a nice 1871 cent. 

Obverse 3: From punch as described above. Raised vertical die lines, leaning 
slightly left, at the upper edge of the headdress band between feathers three and 
four, and between feathers four and five as well. 

Reverse T3-B: “Die crack from the rim at 6:30 up through the wreath to the 
rim at 9:00, then through the top of the left side of the w'reath into the field at 
11:30. Die crack from the rim to the top right of the shield. Die crack from the 
wreath at 1 :00 touching the rim at 2:30 then continuing to the arrow' tips.” 


Choice Uncirculated 1872 Indian 10 

Triple Punched Date 


Choice Red Mint State 1870 Cent 

Type 3 Reverse 
The FND Plate Coin 


198 1870 Type 3 Reverse. MS-64 RD (ANACS). A blazing red speci- 

men that explodes with strong lustre and great eye appeal for the 
grade. Faint traces of an old fingerprint can be seen on the reverse, 
but the overall integrity' of the grade is Stillwell maintained. Struck 
from lightly clashed dies. From the Type 3 reverse about which Snow 
wrote “First used in 1870, these dies show a bold N in ONE. The 
centers of the Es are trumpet shaped. The letters are ty’pically seen 
UTth extra outlines which vary in strength, depending on the depth 
of the hub impression and the die state.” Attributed by Larry Steve 
as “Type 3 Reverse, Die 1.” This lively beauty’ was the plate coin 
used for illustration purposes in The F.IXD.BRS Report. Definitely 



200 1872 Triple Punched Date. Snow-1; FND-001; Breen-1984. 

Rarity-7. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Heavy’ lustre on lively golden red 
woodgrain surfaces. Nicely struck for the date; this variety is fre- 
quently weak at the tips of the headdress feathers and at the reverse 
shield. First discovered by Carl Herkowitz, who specializes in the 
cents of 1872. Repunching plain at the 1 and 2, negligible at the 8 
and 7. A lovely example of an important key date, one that is always 
in demand in choice Mint State, as offered here; the added interest 
in the mriety should heighten the demand for this particular speci- 
men. 

Obverse 3: As described above, no other salient features. 

Reverse T3: No die cracks or other features. 
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Important 1873 Cent Variety 
Doubled Die Obverse Rarity 
Type I, Broadly Doubled LIBERTY 


201 1873 Close 3. Doubled Die Obverse. Type I. Snow-lb; FND- 

001; FSl-009; 1-O-V; Breen-1986. Rarity-6 (as graded). AU- 
50 (ANACS). Glossy medium brown and devoid of all but some 
trivial marks that only appear under low magnification. On this rare 
and elusive variety, LIBERTY, the Indian’s eye and lips, the 
designer’s initial, L, and several feather quills are all broadly doubled, 
and the top of the D in UNITED is open. A great and proven rarity 
in the Indian cent series, a coin that is desirable in all grades (this 
writer [FW] once found a G-VG example in a flea market vendor’s 
wares at a “regular” date price; the doubled eye gave it away!). The 
present coin is among the finest known examples of the variety in 
circulated grades, with a few Mint State specimens also known. This 
variety was discovered by Walter Breen, and has been alternately 
called “King” or “Chief’ of the Indian cent series. Definitely one 
of the highlights of the Larry Steve Collection, and a coin that will 
have no difficulty whatsoever finding an appreciative new owner! 

Obverse 2: As described above, no die cracks yet present. 

Reverse T3-B: Raised die lump between wreath and C of CENT, strong die 
file marks from arrow head to rim. 

Rare 1873 Doubled Die Obverse Cent 
Elusive Type II Variety 
An Unheralded Rarity 


202 1873 Close 3. Doubled Die Obverse. Type 11. Snow-2b;FND- 

002; FSl-009.1; 2-0-III. Rarity-7. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Bold, 
dramatic lustre on satiny red woodgrained surfaces; splashes of rich 
violet on the high points heighten the eye appeal considerably. The 
Type II Doubled Die Obverse variety with modest but certain dou- 
bling at IBERTY noted, open D in UNITED (as described in the 
previous lot), and with die file marks at the rim at 5:00. This variety 
was discovered by ANACS. The present specimen is accompanied 
by one of Walter Breen’s letters of authenticity (see below). Con- 
sidered much rarer than the Type I varietywvith boldly doubled LIB- 
ERTY (Snow-la, b, and c; Snow-la is offered above), though per- 
haps less demand has surfaced for this variety as the doubling is not 
quite so obvious as on the Type I variety. Still, the present coin rep- 
resents one of the finest examples of the variety currently known. 
We expect bidding in proportion to the rarity of the piece, so please 
plan accordingly! 

Obverse 3: As described above. 

Reverse T3-C: “A small but distinct die line from the first olive leaf (at 8:00) 
parallel with the rim.” 

As many collectors know, the late Walter Breen supplemented his living by 
writing letters of authenticity for collectors and dealers who sought his input and 


opinions on rare dates and varieties m the U.S. com series. One such letter accom- 
panies the present lot, and is reproduced here for the edification of potential bid- 
ders. The letter reads from top to bottom in Walter’s familiar violet felt-tip pen: 
“Box 352 Berkeley, CA 94701 April 27, 1991. To w^hom it may concern: This 
certifies that 1 have examined the accompanying coin and that 1 unhesitatingly 
declare it genuine and as described below. It is an 1873 cent. Closed 3, doubled 
obverse die, attributed by ANACS (1982) as Double LIBERTY, Type Il-Wexler 
2. Evidently it is an earlier die state than the description in Wexlcr, as this shows all 
of LIBERTY doubled (plain on all letters though wnth a little less “spread” than 
on Type I) as wtII as plain doubling on feathers and ear. Much rarer than T\^e 1, 
less often seen or illustrated; currently this is the finest specimen reported. Likely 
to remain a great rarity now that collectors are actively hunting for doubled dies. I 
am not sure that even a dozen are known to date. Respectfully subrmtted, Walter 
Breen.” 

Impressive Gem 1873 Open 3 Cent 

Misplaced Digits Variety 


203 1873 Open 3. Misplaced Digits (3 in pearls, another on neck). 

Snow-6. MS-65 RB (NGC). Intense lustre on glossy red surfaces; 
medium brown highlights grace the high points. An impressive gem 
specimen of this popular misplaced digits variety, this one with the 
ball of a 3 protruding from the first pearl in Liberty^’s necklace, and 
the bottom of atwther 3 2 Lt the underside of the neck truncation above 
the 1 in the date. Probably one of the finest known examples of the 
date; if we were prone to wagering, we’d bet that the present speci- 
men is a Condition Census example of the variety! Choice for the 
grade and highly desirable as such. 

Obverse 6: As described above, and with die file Lines from the rim to the 
legends in several places. 

Reverse T3-J: Snow’s “Die stage C, Die crack from rim at 3:00 to wreath, 
additional die crack from the rim at 8:30 to the wreath, back to the rim at 10:30.” 

Choice Mint State 1874 Cent 

Doubled Die Obverse Rarity 


204 1874 Doubled Die Obverse. Snow-1; FND-001; 1-O-V. Rar- 

ity-7. MS-64 RB (NGC). Deep tan and golden red surfaces with 
mahogany highlights on the reverse. A tiny fleck is noted at 12:00 
on the obverse, and another fleck is seen below the N of ONE on 
the reverse. Nicely struck. SHght doubling at LIBERTY and the 
feathers above. Discovered by Bret Falser. A rare variety that is little 
known, with the present specimen among the finest knowm ex- 
amples. 

Obverse 2: “Very slight doubling on LIBERTY, designer’s initial, feathers, 
eye, and hair. Doubling also visible on the Es in the legend. Small die cracks from 
rim through tops of NITE, also tops of TATES, OF, and MER.” 

Reverse T3-A: “Die stage B: Die crack from the rim at 8.00 through the 
wTeath to the rim at 7:00, Die crack from the rim at 10:30 to the wreath to '^:00. 
Die crack from the top right wreath to the top of the shield to the rim,*' 
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205 1875 Doubled 18. Snow-3a; FND-001; Breen- 1991. Rarity- 

6. MS-64 RD (PCGS). Frosty brilliant red surfaces show strong 
lustre. A lovely coin despite the presence of faint traces of a finger- 
print on the obverse. Bottoms of 1 and 8 repunched, the 1 dramati- 
cally, the 8 a little less so. Heavy die file marks from the rim below 
and to the right of the date, broken D in UNITED. A pleasing ex- 
ample of a variety discovered by Chris Pilliod. 

Obverse 6: As noted above. 

Reverse T3-E. Die roughness at both sides of the shield. 



206 1876 MS-64 RB (ANACS). Deep golden red with violet high- 

lights, intense cartwheel lustre, and a sultry, appealing charm. A few 
tiny flecks are seen, but the overall appeal is unchallenged by their 
presence. The present coin affords a break from the wide world of 
varieties that is the Larry Steve Collection, as it has no special at- 
tributes to set it apart from others of the date. As we noted earlier, 
sometimes a nice coin makes its way into a collection simply be- 
cause it’s nice! 

Obverse; Faint clash marks. 

Reverse: Light clash marks, heavy die file lines from nm to wreath at 3:00 to 
5:00, others from nm to top of shield, die crack from nm at 8:30 upward through 
left side of wreath to about 10:00. 


Choice Uncirculated 1877 Indian Cent Rarity 
Key Date to the Series 



207 1877 Snow-2. MS-63 RB (NGC). A lustrous medium red and 

pale rose example of the key date to the Indian cent series. Some- 
what prooflike in the fields. Date numerals spaced apart (another 
obverse die, Siiow-1, shows these two numerals nearly touching), A 
date that is always in demand regardless of the grade being sought. 
In fact, from Good-4 straight up to the finest Mint State examples 
of the date available, the demand is great enough to remain a con- 
stant in the hobby. In short, examples of this key date never go beg- 
ging for bids when they are presented in the public auction venue, 
and we suspect the same will hold true for the present coin. Perhaps 
Dave Bowers said it best in his Buyer's and Enthusiast's Guide when 
he remarked about the date: “Unexplained rarity: Specimens of the 
1877 circulation strike cent have been especially elusive over the 
years, possibly even more so than the low mintage would explain, 
although opinions are mixed. Were some pieces melted and not re- 
leased? Were Mint figures inaccurate? Did some large group of speci- 
mens meet an unknown fate? This is an interesting point to ponder. 
Or, are 1877 Indian cents rare today simply because relatively few 


were minted, and they became diluted among vastly larger issues of 
other dates?” Regardless of the reason, the date is downright rare, 
and has been recognized as a rarity in the series since well back into 
the late 1800s. The bidding on this superb piece will no doubt re- 
flect that acclaimed rarity! 

Obverse 5: As described above. A tiny raised die dot can be seen at the junc- 
tion of the hair and neck, just above the ribbon. 

Reverse Tl-A: Heavy die clash marks at upper left curve of the O in ONE. 



208 1878 Repunched 8. Snow-1; FND-001. Rarity^-un as signed. 

MS-64 RB (PCGS). Highly lustrous deep golden red with splashes 
of violet in the reverse wreath. Definitely choice Mint State, both 
physically and aesthetically. Base of 1 shows faint repunching, bold 
renmants of an 8 in the upper loop of the 8 in the date. Discovered 
by Chris Pilliod, An underappreciated date, flanked as it is on one 
side by the 1877 rarity, and the other side by the more common 
1879 issue. Those in the know, however, are always alertly seeking 
nice 1878 Indian cents, and the present coin is about as nice as you’ll 
find for the grade and variety. 

Obverse 4: As described above. 

Reverse C; Lightly clashed, no other anomalies of note. 



209 1878 Misplaced Digits, 78 in dentils. Snow-2; FND-002; FSl- 

009.4. Rarity-unassigned. MS-65 RB (NGC). Bright orange- 
red with deeper highlights. A satiny gem with prooflike fields and 
frosty motifs that offer a somewhat woodgrain appearance. Tops of 
errant 7 and 8 in dentils below 7 in date, a “relatively new but very 
obvious misplaced date” as noted in the Steve-Flynn reference. 
Another variety whose discovery is attributed to the keen eye of 
Chris Pilliod. A pleasing specimen, and no doubt among the finest 
known examples of the variety. 

Obverse: As above and with a die crack from the rim at 5:30 to the bottoms of 
the date numerals, then to the rim above U. 

Reverse: No special features. 



210 1879 Repunched 79. Snow-2; FND-001. Rarity-5. MS-64 RB 

(ANACS). Warm orange, red, blue, and rose iridescence share the 
satiny, lustrous surfaces of this attractive Indian cent. Rcpunching 
plain at the bottom of the 9, less so at the underside of the flag of the 
7, “defective 1 looks like additional repunching,” according to Snow. 
Readily worthy of the assigned grade. 

Obverse 4: As described above. 

Reverse D; “Shield connected to dentils, olive leaf avv'ay from dentils. Die 
crack from run into vvTeath at 3:00.“ 
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Remarkable 1880 Indian Cent Variety 



211 1880 Doubled Die Obverse, Misaligned Reverse Clash Marks. 

Snow-1; FND-001; FSl-009.41; l-O-III. Rarity-7. MS-65 RD 
(ANACS). Bright and lustrous pale rose-red. A definite “one-two 
punch'’ where variety specialists arc concerned. Not only is LIB- 
ERTY lightly doubled on the obverse, but there is an off-center 
clash mark on the reverse! This variety was first brought to light by 
Bill Fivaz, coauthor o(The CherrYpicker's Guide to Rare Die Varieties, 
who noted in that reference that: “This variety has received little 
publicity but is definitely one of the favorites of Indian cent variety 
specialists.” In his Indian cent reference, Snow described the re- 
verse of this variety as: “Heavy off center clash shows dentils and 
ICA of AMERICA curving down from the rim at 12:30 to the ap- 
proximate center of the die above N in CENT.” Truly a remarkable 
happenstance that makes for an intriguing and exciting variety. This 
coin will almost certainly entertain a serious round of bidding ac- 
tivity before the auctioneer’s hammer taps out its “sold” signal! 

Obverse 3: As described above. 

Reverse D: As described above, tiny die crack in wreath at 9:00. 




212 1881 Repunched 88. Snow-1. Rarity-unassigned. MS-63 RB 

(PCGS). Deep red and blue mingle on satiny, lustrous surfaces. 
Bold repunching seen in the loops of both 8s in the date. A lovely 
coin that defines the parameters of the assigned grade. 

Obverse 5: As described above. 

Reverse £: Die crack from rim at 3:00 downward along outer edge of wreath, 
across the arrow heads and ribbon, then to the rim at 5:30, another from the rim at 
8:00 downward across the two uppermost outer olive leaves. 


213 



1882 Repunched Date. Snow-1; FND-001. Rarity-5. MS-64 
RB (PCGS). Fiery orangc-red glows deeply beneath subtle violet 
iridescence. A lustrous specimen imbued with an innate beauty that 
is at once refreshing and impressive. Repunching plain in upper loops 
of both 8s, less so at the 2. Struck from lightly clashed dies. Choice 
for the grade, and every bit as lovely as we make it out to be! 

Obverse 3: As described above. 

Reverse C: Shield point and olive leaf connected to dentils by die roughness. 


Gem Mint State 1883 Indian Cent 
Finest Known of the Variety 
Misplaced 1 in Necklace 



214 1883 Misplaced 1 at Bust. Snow-1; FND-002. Rarity-7. MS- 

66 RB (NGC). Richly satisfying deep golden red surfaces display 
an abundance of intense lustre. Struck from faintly clashed dies. An 
amazing misplaced digit variety; the base of an errant 1 protrudes 
from the top of Liberty’s bust line just below the first pearl on her 
necklace. Among the finest examples of the date certified by NGC 
(only one “RB” example has been graded finer by that organiza- 
tion), and the finest known example of the variety as well! Another 
neat variety unearthed by Chris Pilliod. A truly lovely gem that de- 
serves serious accolades for both its appearance and its rarity. 

NGC Census: 19; 1 finer (MS-67 RB). 

Obverse 6: As described above. 

Reverse F: Olive leaf connected to rim by die rouglmess, die crack from up- 
per right of shield horizontally to dentils. 



215 1883 Misplaced Digits on Bust. Snow-7. Rarity-unassigned. 

MS-65 RB (ANACS). Lustrous red with deeper highlights on the 
high points. Some faint flecks become apparent under low magnifi- 
cation, but their presence does little to bias the viewer’s opinion. 
Struck from faintly clashed dies. A satisfying gem that readily lives 
up to the notion of what a gem Indian cent should be. Intriguing 
variety with base of 1 plainly evident between the third and fourth 
pearls on the Indian’s necklace, and with the bottom of an 8 where 
the upper side of the ribbon behind the Indian’s neck joins the bot- 
tom of the truncation. A nice coin in all respects. 

Obverse 12: As described above. 

Reverse L: Olive leaf and shield points attached to dentils by die roughness, 
faint die crack from dentil to wreath at 3:00 



216 1883 Misplaced Digits, 83 in Dentils. Snow-8. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-65 RD (NGC). Highly lustrous orangc-red with rich 
rose iridescence that adds considerably to the overall aestherics of 
the piece. Sharply struck and somewhat prooflike in appearance with 
modest cameo contrast present on both sides. The tops of an errant 
8 and 3 are seen in the dentils immediately below^ the date. An at- 
tractive gem example of a popular and scarce variety. 

Obverse 13: As above, and with fairly heavy vertical die striations that run 
from rim to rim on much of the obverse. 

Reverse M: Right shield point attached to dentils by die roughness. 
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217 1884 Misplaced Digits. Snow-1. FSl-009.48. Rarity-unas- 

signcd. MS-63 RD (NGC). A gloriously lustrous ficry^ red speci- 
men with outstanding eye appeal and physical quality for the as- 
signed grade: indeed, w’e w'ould not be surprised to see this coin in 
another holder with a finer grade some time after this sale is con- 
cluded! Variety with the tops of a misplaced 8 and 4 in the dentils 
below' the date. The Indian’s portrait is somewhat “pebbly” in ap- 
pearance (the same is seen on the reverse at ONE CENT to a lesser 
extent), suggesting rust in the deep recesses of the die; many raised 
die polish lines can be seen in the hair details as w^ell. As noted above, 
simply one of the finest representative examples of the grade you 
may ever see! 

Obverse 4; As noted above. 

Reverse E: Olive leaf joined to dentils by die roughness, heavy diagonal die 
line from inner leaf of wreath down across the bottom of the shield. 



218 1885 Digit at Ribbon End. Snow-1. Rarity-unassigned. MS- 

65 BN (NGC). Warm tan with delightful lustre and splashes of red 
in the protected areas. The bottom of a stray digit — a 1, 8, or 5, take 
your pick — can be seen at the junction of the bottom of the ribbon 
and the adjacent hair curl. Definitely gem in quality and appear- 
ance, and w'orthy of serious consideration by bidders. 

Obverse 5: As noted above. 

Reverse E: Olive leaf lighdy joined to dentil by die roughness. 


219 



1885 MS-64 RD (PCGS). Lustrous deep red with a few' tiny, in- 
significant flecks noted for accuracy. Sharp and appealing. Not a 
rare variety', just a lovely representative specimen of the date and 
grade. 

Obverse: Die crack from lower hair curl that crosses the ribbon and bust, then 
runs through UN and the tops of ITED, others at the top of TES, OF, and RICA. 
Diagonal die line through I in LIBERTY. 

Reverse: Points of shield and olive leaflightly attached to dentils by die rough- 
ness. die crack in wreath at 8:00 moves upward through the wreath to the 9:00 
position, small horizontal crack from upper right side of shield. 


Gem Mint State 1886 Cent 
Type I Obverse 
Repunched 6 



220 1886 Type I. Repunched 6. Snow-4. Rarity-unassigned. MS- 

65 RB (PCGS). Iridescent brow'ii and tan mingle irresistibly with 
splashes of red on the satiny, lustrous surfaces of this gem Indian 
cent. Repunching plain at the 6 in the date. A curious variety con- 
sidered by some to be a Small 6 over Large 6 variety, though Snow^ 
addresses the subject in a tentative manner by noting “repunching 
visible inside upper and low'er loops of the 6. A smaller knob of the 
6 can be seen on top of a larger one. Possibly a punch defect.” An 
attractive gem in all regards. 

On the Type I cents of the date, the tip of the lowest feather in the headdress 
points between the I and C in America. 

Obverse 8: As described above. 

Reverse H: Shield points connected to dentils, otherwise without salient points 
of interest. 



221 1886 Type I. MS-64 RD (PCGS). Highly lustrous satiny red sur- 

faces show a scattering of tiny flecks under low^ magnification, though 
the unaided eye sees a coin that generally bespeaks a higher grade. 

Obverse: Tiny raised die lines on the Indian’s portrait and at LIBERTY. 

Reverse; Shield points and olive leaf connected to dentils by die roughness, a 
patch of die lines diagonally through NE in ONE. 


Choice Mint State 1886 Indian 
Misplaced Digits 
Type II Obverse 



222 1886 Type II. Misplaced Digits, 88 in Dentils. Snow-8; FND- 

003. Rarity-unassigned. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Bright and lus- 
trous red that verges on pale gold. Somew'hat prooflike in appear- 
ance. An attractive Type II example of the date, the T)pe 11 pieces 
being considerably more elusive than their Type I counterparts. 
Variety with the tops of two 8s in the dentils below' the date. Scarce 
and important, and certain to see eager pursuit from specialists. 

Type II cents of the date show^ the tip of the low'est feather in the headdress 
pointing between the C and A in AMERICA. 

Obverse 1 1 : As described above. 

Reverse U: Horizontal die lines above the shield, diagonal die lines criwci\w<; 
at the center through the denomination and other points. 
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223 1886 Type IL MS-63 RB (PCGS). Lustrous brown with strong 

red highlights in the protected areas. A few light flecks are seen, but 
still an attractive example of this scarce type. 

Obverse: Faint crack at the tops of ITED STATES- 
Reverse: Shield points attached to dentils by die roughness. 

1887 Doubled Die Obverse Cent 


224 1887 Doubled Die Obverse. Snow-1; FND-001; FSl-009.5; 

1-O-V. Rarity-8. AU-50 (ANACS). Medium brown surfaces 
devoid of all but a few faint, trivial marks. Doubling strong at OF 
• AMERICA, faint but present at RTY on the headdress. A rare va- 
riety, the present coin being high in the Cotiditkvi Ceiisus for the 
variety even though it is just AU-50; only a few Mint State pieces 
are known. Another rarity from the Larry Steve Collection that will 
almost assuredly draw strong bidding interest. 

Obverse 7: As described above, also faint crack through date numerals. 

Reverse G; Noticeable die cracks through left and right sides of wreath. 

Rare 1888/7 Overdate Indian Cent 

Discovered by Jim Ruddy 



225 1888/7 Overdate. The “Ruddy” variety. Snow-1; FND-001; 

FSl-OlO; Breen-2012. Rarity-6. VF-20 (PCGS). Medium 
brown with some lighter areas on the high points. A prominent dash 
at the bottom of the 8 and a tiny point at the upper left of that nu- 
meral are the remnants of the underlying 7. Called the “Ruddy” 
variety owing to its discovery by Jim Ruddy (whose partnership 
with Q David Bowers, as Bowers and Ruddy, became the first coin 
dealership in America to register numismatic retail sales of over one 
million dollars in a business year!). The latest edition of the Snow 
reference (as yet unpublished, but very close to seeing the light of 
day) lists 23 examples of the date in grades from MS-64 RB down 
to VG and lower (any of which, from finest to least among them, 
would easily gratify virtually any Indian cent specialist involved in 
the hunt for a specimen). Only eight examples on that list are finer 
than the present coin, with six of the coins at the VF level; nine 
others are listed at Fine or lower in quality. You won't have many 
opportunities to purchase an example of this rare overdate, at least 
probably not in the immediate future. With that in mind, the Larry 
Steve coin, offered here, becomes all the more enticing. Bid or pass, 
the decision is yours, of course, but hiddinf^ seems to be the prudent 


course of action here! Accompamed by an Iza^flc liyc Photo Seal cer- 
tificate. 

Obverse 1 : As described above, also die cud at rini above TED. 

Reverse A: Shield points and olive leaf attached to dentils by die roughness. 

Another 1888/7 Overdate Cent 


226 1888/7 Overdate. The “Fivaz” variety. Snow-2; FND-002; 

FSl-010.7. Rarity-7. MS-63 RB (ANACS). Satiny, lustrous red 
with warmer highlights in the recessed areas. A noticeable fleck is 
seen at the tip of the second feather in the headdress. A double treat 
for collectors; not only is this variety an overdate, but the base (or 
upper serif) of an errant 1 protrudes from the first pearl into the 
field above the point of the Indian’s bust! Definite numeral rem- 
nants in the upper loops of all three 8s in the date, with a portion of 
the upright of the underlying 7 within the final 8. Called the “Fivaz” 
variety in deference to its discoverer, Bill Fivaz (coauthor of the 
Cherrypickers' Guide along with j.T. Stanton), and a familiar name in 
numismatics to just about everyone who collects today. Rare, at- 
tractive, desirable — what more could any collector seek? 

Obverse 2: As described above. 

Reverse B: Early state, die roughness connects the corners of the shield to the 
dentils, no cracks formed yet. 


227 1889 Doubled Die Reverse. Snow-11; FND-002; 2-R-III. 

Rarity-unassigned. MS-65 RB (ANACS). Frosty deep red with 
\iolet highlights and strong underlying lustre. Reverse doubling at 
the top of the shield and at various places around the wreath. A 
pleasing gem example of a popular variety. 

Obverse 1 1 : Faint die line from top of 1 to Indian's chin. 

Reverse L: As described above. 

Choice Mint State 1889 Cent 

Misaligned Reverse Clash Marks Rarity 


228 1889 Misaligned Reverse Clash Marks. Snow-31. Rarity-un- 

assigned. MS-64 RB (ANACS). A deep red beauty^ (for the as- 
signed grade, of course) with intense lustre and vaolet highlights, 
and with a goodly dose of eye appeal thrown in for good measure. A 
rare variety that was first described by Larry Steve, and perhaps best 
described by ILick Snow in his reference wiien he noted “The den- 
tils from an off-center clash of an obverse Indian cent die show’s 
from the center of the O in ONE to the top of the E m CENT. 
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Another set of lighter clashes are visible between the NE in ONE." 
An exciting variet\% one that is too "new" yet to assign a rarity rat- 
nig» but we imagine it will remain quite scarce even with untold 
numbers of Indian cent collectors actively involved in the search for 
listed (and unlisted) varieties. 

C^bverse 31 ; HeasT diagonal die lines above RIC at dentils. 

Reverse AE: As described above. 

Rare 1890 Quadrupled Die Obverse Cent 

Gem Mint State 



229 1890 Quadrupled Die Obverse. Snow-1; FND-001; FSl- 

010.85; 1-O-IL Rarity- 7. MS-65 RD (NGC). A satiny red gem 
with strong lustre and rich iridescent orange highlights. Nicely 
struck. Some light flecks are noted on both sides, but the overall 
appeal is engaging enough that one can readily forgive these tiny 
shortcomings. Regarding this variety. Snow related that “at least 
four, possibly more distinct steps can be seen on the tops and all 
horizontal elements of all the letters in the legend. Also some por- 
trait elements show multiple impressions." Late die state, two tiny 
nubs inside upper loop ofO in date (earliest die state shows repunching 
at bottoms of 890. Nice; take a look and yoiril agree! 

Obverse 3: As described above. 

Reverse C: No features that warrant individual mention. 


230 1890 Off-center Clashed Reverse. Snow-16. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-63 RB (ANACS). Frosty medium iridescent blue on 
satiny red surfaces. A pleasing example of the grade in all respects. 
Perhaps the finest known example of the variety to yet come to light. 
A spectacular variety, discovered by Larry Steve and described by 
ILick Snow in the upcoming update of his reference, noting that a 
“wide off-center clash from the dentils of another die is visible in 
the center of the coin between the N in ONE and the EN in CENT. 
Shield points connected to dentils. Olive leaf connected to the den- 
tils by a rough area." A pretty coin combined with a rare and elusive 
variety. 

Obverse 18: Tiny die anom.ily atop dentil immediately below 0 in date (the 
top of an errant numeral?). 

Reverse R: As described above. 


231 1891 Misplaced Digits. Snow-7; FND-003. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-63 RB (ANACS), Lustrous deep orange red with 
deeper highlights on the high points. A lovely coin in all regards, 
one that is sharply struck from lightly clashed dies. Tops of a 9 and 1 
seen in the dentils below the date. Another scarce and desirable In- 
dian cent variety^ discovered by Larry Steve. In fact, this attractive 
piece was the plate coin in the Steve-Flynn reference, a fact that makes 
it that much more desirable! Yoif 11 like this one, especially within 
the context of the assigned grade. 

Obverse 19: As described above. 

Reverse K: No die recognition points of note. 

Choice Mint State 1892 Snow-1 Cent 

The Snow and Steve-Flynn Plate Coin 



232 1892 Repunched 189, Doubled Die Reverse. Snow-1; FND- 

001; FSl-010.9; 1-R-II. Rarity-6. MS-63 RB (ANACS). Deep 
and lustrous chocolate brown with bright red highlights. A dual treat 
for the variety specialist, with bold repunching at the 8 and 9, less so 
at the 1, and with minor doubling in the leaf veins at the right of the 
reverse wreath. Regarding the date. Snow notes “There is a die line 
in the 2 which could be mistaken for a 1 underdigit, but it is only a 
defect in the digit punch." Another Larry Steve Collection coin that 
served double duty, being the plate coin for both the Snow' and the 
Steve-Flynn references. 

Obverse 4: As described above. 

Reverse E: As noted. 



233 1893 Repunched 893. Snow-2; FND-002. Rarity-5. MS-64 

RD (NGC). Frosty fiery red and gold surfaces show intense lustre 
and equally stirring eye appeal. Simply a gorgeous coin for the grade. 
The popular variety with repunching present at 893. In addition, a 
group of hea\ty die lines crisscross the field around the date as w'ell. 
A pretty coin that stands on its own merits. 

Obverse 3: As described above. 

Reverse C: Die crack from rim at 5:00 upward through arrow heads, olive leaf 
joined to dentils by tiny Haw. 
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Impressive Gem Uncirculated 1894/1894 Cent 

Early Die State 



234 1894 Repunched Date. Snow-1; FND-001; FSl-011. Rarity- 

6. MS-65 RD (ANACS). Frosty golden red with strong lustre and 
a hint of bright violet on the high points. A beautiful cent that defi- 
nitely “makes the grade” where eye appeal and physical attributes 
are concerned. Boldly repunched date numerals make for one of the 
more spectacular varieties in the Indian cent series- — there is no 
subtlety here! From an early die state, with a raised die line from the 
rim just left of the 1 through the U in UNITED. A splendid coin 
for the grade, and an important example of the variety as well. 

Obverse 3: As described above. 

Reverse C; Numerous raised die lines around the denomination and the bot- 
tom of the wreath, die crack from rim at 11:00, downward through the wreath to 
the 9:00 position. 



235 1895 Repunched 895. Snow-1; FND-001; FSl-011. 3. Rarity- 

6. MS-65 RD (PCGS). Blazing golden red with an abundance of 
cartwheel lustre and praiseworthy aesthetic appeal. Struck from 
lightly clashed dies. Bold repunching in the loops of the 8, 9, and 5. 
A pleasing gem Mint State example of the date and variety. 

Obverse 5: As described above. 

Reverse E: Shield points attached to dentils by die roughness, faint crack from 
dentils right of shield to tip of wreath below. 



236 1895 Triple-punched 895. Snow-2; FND-002. Rarity-6 MS- 

65 RB (NGC). Strong red background with pleasing brown and 
violet on the high points. An attractive gem by all accounts. 
Repunching noted at the 8 and 9, much more noticeable at the 5 
(which shows definite signs of triple punching). The Stcvc-Flynn 
reference notes that “this variety has greater interest than the pre- 
ceding (FND-001 /Snow- 1) due to the distinctive rcpunching on 
the 5. It is also much tougher to find.” A pleasing example of a 
“tough” variety. 

Obverse 6: As described above. 

Reverse F: Raised horizontal line atop upright of N in CENT. 




237 1896 Repunched 6. Snow-1; FND-001. Rarity-6. MS-63 RB 

(PCGS). Flashy pale red with rose highlights on the obverse, deeper 
golden red on the reverse. The scarce variety with broadly repunched 
6 in date, called “a bit elusive” in the Stevc-Flynn reference. An 
attractive coin for the grade. 

Obverse 5: As described above. 

Reverse E: No particular salient features. 


Dramatic 1897 Misplaced Digit Rarity 

Snow-1, Numeral 1 in Neck 



238 1897 Misplaced Digit, 1 in Neck. Snow-1; FND-001; FSl- 

011. 5. Rarity-7. MS-64 RB (ANACS). A satiny background of 
lustrous red supports pale violet iridescent highlights. The rare and 
elusive variety with the base of an errant 1 protruding boldly from 
the Indian’s neck just above the first pearl on her necklace. Discov- 
ered byjack Beymer. As noted in the Steve-Flynn reference, “This 
variety is very much in demand. The misplaced 1 in the neck is 
quite distinct. As with most varieties, the more dramatic, the greater 
the interest.” This is a dramatic variety, hence we expect great inter- 
est! 

Obverse 3: As described above. 

Reverse C: Olive leaf attached to dentils by die roughness, 


Gem Uncirculated 1898 Cent 

Repunched 8, Misplaced 9 



239 1898 Repunched 8, Misplaced 9 in Dentils. Snow-25; FND- 

001. Rarity-unassigned. MS-65 RD (ANACS). A satiny blaz- 
ing golden red gem, and an enticing cent despite a tiny fleck at the 
top of Liberty’s cheek. Repunching shows inside the upper loop of 
the 8, and the top of a misplaced 9 protrudes from the dentils below 
the 9 in the date. A truly fine representative specimen of an elusive 
variety. 

Obverse 27: As described above, plus die lines within ITED ST, another from 
upper side of headdress to second S in STATES, other prominent lines above IC, 
diagonal line from L to 1 in LIBERTY, another at RT. 

Reverse AB: Faint clash marks, upper right corner of shield attached to den- 
tils by die roughness. 
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240 1899 Repunched Date. Snow-1; FND-001; FSl-011.7. Rar- 

ity-5. MS-66 RB (AN ACS). A highly lustrous gem Mint State 
coin with rich red and gold highlights around deeper golden cen- 
ters. All date numerals repunched, boldly so at the 899. A gorgeous 
Indian cent blessed with an abundance of eye appeal, and a very 
scarce variety as well. 

C'lbvcrse 3; As described above, also faint die line from dentils across TES. 

Reverse D: Light die crack from dentils at 6:00 to bow above. 

Gem Mint State 1900 Cent 
Repunched 90 
The Snow Plate Coin 


241 1900 Repunched 90. Snow-4. Rarity-unassigned. MS-65 RB 

(ANACS). Highly lustrous frosty red surfaces show a few light 
flecks, but the overall appeal is still substantial. Repunching plain at 
9 and 0 in date, die anomaly atop dentils below 9. The Snow plate 
coin, and special as such. 

Obverse 7: As described above. Numerous raised die lines grace the Indian’s 
portrait. 

Reverse G: “Spike-like die polish inside the wreath at the knot.” (A stray off- 
center internal clash mark? This “spike-like die polish” seems to be 3-D and re- 
sembles dentils to the present writer [FW]). 


242 1901 Repunched 1. Snow-1. Rarity^-unassigned. MS-64 RB 

(ANACS). A bright and lustrous red cent with a few light flecks 
and with a natural planchet flaw, as struck, at the dentils at 1:00; the 
reverse is a pleasing blend of red and violet. Base of second 1 in date 
broadly repunched. A nice coin for the grade. 

Obverse 8: As described above. 

Reverse H: Shield points att.iched to dentils by die roughness. Also, a distinct 
raised die line crosses the interior of the loop in the bow. 



243 1902 Die Gouge at Eye. Snow-4. Rarity-unassigned. MS-63 

IU3 (ANACS). A satiny mix of red, gold, and blue iridescence on 
lustrous surfices. A prominent gouge at the eye of Liberty is plainly 
evadent to the unaided eye on this variety discovered by Brian Greer. 
An attractive example of a variety that has not been located in any 
great quantities since its first discovery; \vc suspect the present coin 
IS among the finest known examples of the variety in collector hands. 


Obverse 8: As described above. 

Reverse H: Shield points connected to dentils by die roughness. 



244 1903 Misplaced digits, 903 in Dentils. Snow-17. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-64 RD (ANACS). A lustrous red cent that pushes 
the gem category where eye appeal is concerned. Snow described 
this elusive variety as “The top of a 3 is visible in the dentils be- 
tween the 0 and 3. The top of a 0 extends to the top of the dentil 
slightly left of the 0 in the date. A 9 may be visible in the dentils just 
left of the 9 in the date.” Choice in all respects. 

Obverse 19: As described above. 

Reverse S: Right shield point attached to dentils by die roughness. 



245 1904 Repunched 904. Snow-1. Rarity-unassigned. MS-65 RB 

(NGC) . Satiny golden red with strong lustre and some deeper high- 
lights on the high points. Repunching plain at 904 in date, mainly 
at the lower right side of the 9 and 0, and within the upper section 
of the 4. An attractive and warm gem example of the date and vari- 
ety, pleasing in all respects and worthy of animated bidding acti\Tty. 

Obverse 2: As described above. 

Reverse B: Die crack from rim at 9:30 to inner edge of wTeath; it appears to 
have every intention of moving across the field to the O in ONE — perhaps this 
later die state e.xists? 



246 1905 Repunched 9. Snow-8. Rarity-unassigned. MS-65 RB 

(ANACS). Highly lustrous bright and deep red, a coin that makes 
one wonder where “1TB“ leaves off and “RD” begins! Toning fleck 
on rim above R in AMERICA. Struck from lightly clashed dies. 
Repunching plainest at bottom of upper loop of 9. As nice as the 
grade implies, so bid with confidence. 

Obverse 9: As described above. 

Reverse I: Ikight shield point attached to dentil by die roughness, die crack 
upward from rim at 5:00 through the right side of the wreath to about the 4:00 
position. 

Choice Uncirculated 1906 Cent 

The Snow-2 Plate Coin 



247 1906 Rcpunchcd 6. Snow-2. Rarity-unassigned. MS-64 RB 

(ANACS). A satiny red and brown Indian cent with strong lustre 
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mid equally impressive aesthetic appeal, especially for the assigned 
grade. The obverse is chiefly red, while the reverse displays a lovely 
woodgrain effect. Repiinching plain within the upper loop of the 6. 
Of further note, the present coin is the Sno\i> plate coin, making for 
an added attraction where this lovely specimen is concerned. Defi- 
nitely choice for the grade. 

Obverse 3: As described above. A small diagonal die line juts from the dentils 
above the final A in AMERICA, nearly touching the top of that letter before fad- 
ing into the field. 

Reverse C: A doubled, distended dentil extends into the field at 11:00. 



248 1907 Repunched 90. Snow-2; FND-002. Rarity-6. MS-64 RD 

(PCGS). Frosty red with a deep, warm orange glow that adds a 
world of appeal to this satiny beauty. A few faint specks are noted 
under low magnification, but the overall quality easily overshadows 
them in the scheme of things. Strong repunching visible in the lower 
portions of the 9 and 0. A choice coin that bespeaks a finer grade to 
the unaided eye. 

Obverse 3: As described above. 

Reverse C: Devoid of salient features. 


249 1908 Repunched 9. Snow-1. Rarity-unassigned. MS-63 RB 

(AN ACS). Frosty red in the protected areas, deeper red and tan on 
the high points. A scattering of faint flecks is seen under low mag- 
nification. Repunching at the upper side of the ball of the 9 and at 
the bottom side of that numeral suggests triple punching of the date. 
A sharp and agreeable example of the date and variety. 

Obverse 3: As described above. 

Reverse C: Shield points attached to dentils by die roughness. 



250 1908-S Repunched Mintmark. Snow-la; FND-001; RPM-1. 

Rarity-5. AU-58 (ANACS). Splashes of deep red on satiny me- 
dium tan surfaces make for an attractive representative of the date 
and grade. From our nation’s first year of branch mint small cent 
coinage. Repunching shows inside the upper curve of the S. Cur- 
rently a variety that has yet to “arrive” with collectors, but one which 
no doubt will gain in popularity as time passes. 

Obverse 1 : Faint die line connects top of first T in STATES to dentil. 

Reverse A: Information at Snow-1 (both la and lb) notes that the left edge ot 
the mintmark is over the center of a dentil. On the present specimen, the left edge 
of the nnntmark is over the space between two dentils; could there be another mi- 
nor variety represented herein? 



251 1908-S Repunched Mintmark. Snow-unlisted. Rarity-unas- 

signed. MS-64 RD (PCGS). A blazingly bright golden red speci- 
men, a coin that balances outstanding lustre with strong physical 
character. Some faint, attractive woodgrain detail is noted. Careful 
examination reveals repunching, perhaps as many as three or more 
times, within the loops of the S mintmark. Specialists may disagree 
on the degree of repunching this particular mintmark displays, but 
all will be in accord with the overall beauty of the present coin. Just 
one of the nearly countless opportunities presented in the Larry Steve 
Collection. 

Obverse: No outstanding features. 

Reverse: As noted above, tips of shield points attached to dentils by die rough- 
ness. 


252 1909 Large L over Small L. Snow-1; FND-001; l-O-III. Rar- 

ity-unassigned. MS-65 RD (PCGS). Bright and frosty red with 
a nuance of rose iridescence and strong cartwheel lustre. A speck- 
ling of tiny flecks can be seen under low magnification, but they arc 
mostly kept to the obverse. The Repunched L or “Large L over 
Small L” variety, about which Snow’s reference notes: “Many dies 
show the designer’s initial doubled. This is a feature that was cre- 
ated on the master die, transferred to a hub and subsequently to 
numerous dies.” He further describes the variety as: “Design hub 
doubling with the doubling most visible at the designer’s initial. 
Looks like a Large L over a Small L.” A definite gem specimen of an 
exciting variety from the final year of the Indian cent scries. 

Obverse 1 : As described above. 

Reverse A: Faint die crack downward from rim at 1:00 to edge of wTeath, 
another from the edge at 3:00, across the field to outer edge of wreath. 

Key Date 1909-S Indian Cent 

Final Larry Steve Offering 


253 1909-S MS-64 RD (PCGS). A bright and lustrous example of the 

lowest mintage date in the entire Indian cent series (1859-1909), 
one that is always in demand in all grades, from Good or so right up 
the ladder to choice and gem Mint State coins. Some scattered flecks 
are noted, and the remnants of an old fingerprint can be seen on the 
reverse. No varieties are reported for this date, so wTat \vc present 
here is simply an attractive example of a key date branch mint In- 
dian cent, a seemingly fitting ending to our offering of the Larry 
Steve Collection. 

Obverse 1 : No special features. 

Reverse A: No special features. 
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SMALL CENTS 

Beyond our olTcring of the Larry Steve Collection, many desir- 
able small cents await! Tuv specimens of the rare 1856 Flying Eagle 
cent lead off, including an impressive gem specimen, with examples 
of the popular 1909-S V.D.B. key highlighting the Lincoln cents. 


Celebrated 1856 Flying Eagle Cent 
Gem Proof-65 Example 


photo) 

254 1856 Flying Eagle. Breen “Reverse D.” Proof-65 (PCGS). A 

splendid example having frosty devices and slightly reflective fields 
(as is characteristic of virtually all copper-nickel Proofs seen). The 
surfaces are about 20% brilliant fading to tan. Blushes of pink and 
lilac add to the aesthetic affect. Most design features are sharp, save 
for the eagle’s claws. 

Although the 1856 Flying Eagle cent is technically a pattern, the 
design was adopted for circulation in 1857, and over the decades the 
1856 has come to be collected with the regular-issue 1857 and 1858 
Flying Eagle varieties. The popularity of the issue is due largely to 
its minuscule mintage, an estimated 2,000 pieces (per the Guide 
Book), by far the lowest production figure of any date in the small 
cent series. The acquisition of an example is a landmark event for 
any collector, especially for examples preserved this beautifully. 


The obverse motif was adapted from the Flying Eagle featured 
on Christian Gobrecht’s silver dollars of 1836 through 1839. The 
reverse wreath is ahiiost identical in style to the gold dollars and 
three-dollar pieces of 1854 and later years. Walter Breen in his En- 
cyclopedia recognizes four distinctly different reverses found on Fly- 
ing Eagle cents of the year; on “Reverse D'’ the upper fork of each 
ribbon tip is longer and thicker than the lower fork. 

In More Adi>enturcs tintfi Rare Coitis, author Q. David Bovvers devoted an entire 
chapter to this popular American rarity and its significance to several generations 
of collectors. Briefly told, this rare small cent captured the interest of America’s 
fledgling collecting community at a very early date, certainly by early 1857 when 
the regular issue Flying Eagle cent made its debut in circulation as a replacement 
for the fanuhar large copper cents of 1793-1857. The appearance of the new small 
cent issue sparked a nationwide interest in saving old coppers directly from circu- 
lation, with many people who had never felt a spark of numismatic interest sud- 
denly plucking the old coppers from circulation in an effort to assemble a date set. 
In fact, within a few years, several numismatic societies were formed, and numis- 
matic books were published. Those who were already ardent collectors of U.S. 
coins took an instant liking to the Flying Eagle cents of 1856, as well as those of 
1857 and 1858, and even the Indian cents of 1859. However, although collectors 
of that era knew 1856-dated Flying Eagles cents had been produced, virtually no 
cents of that date were to be found in circulation, thus becoming an object of great 
desire by as early as 1859, when the marketplace cost of such pieces was $ 1 each. At 
100 times face ualue, even the “coimnon man” no doubt looked for 1856-dated 
small cents in pocket change. After all, a dollar was a good day’s pay to the general 
population in that era. Accordingly, to meet demand, the Mint produced many 
more 1856-dated Flying Eagle cents, those pieces currently called restrikes, the 
end result being that today there are probably close to 2,000 1856 Flying Eagles in 
existence, or as Dave Bowers noted “few enough to make them rare, but enough 
to make them collectible.” Bowers also noted “a good case can be made for the 
1856 Flying Eagle cent to be the foremost popular ranty of all 19th-century Ameri- 
can coins.” 




Choice Proof 1856 Flying Eagle 


(2x photo) 

255 1856 Flying Eagle. Snovv-9. Proof-63 (PCGS). Lustrous golden 

brown surfices. A choice Proof example of the most desirable of all 
U.S. small cent issues, bar none! What collector has not dreamed of 
owning an 1856 Flying Eagle cent? This issue is so popular with 


collectors that noted numismatic dealer and auctioneer Abe Kosoff 
considered it good luck to begin each of his sales with an 1856 Fly- 
ing Eagle cent as the first lot. The popularity of this date is such that 
no matter where it appears in an auction catalogue, at the begin- 
ning, at the end, or anywhere in between, knowledgeable collectors 
will virtually “sense” the presence of an example of this rare date, 
and will flock to it. From a late die state of the variety, for which 
further descriptions are noted below. Worthy of serious bidding com- 
petition. 

Regarding Snow-9, author ILich Snow noted that the variety is ‘‘the most 
conunonly encountered 1856 Fl)ing Eagle. It is unknown when the production 
of these started.” He further noted that “these were probably struck during a long 
period starting in late 1857 and continuing until 1860.” Regarding the die state of 
the present coin, a heavy die polish line extends from the rim to the top of the I in 
UNITED. A second die hue shows from the eagle’s beak diagonally upward through 
the U to the rim at 9:00, and another crack extends vertically downward to the 
rim from the tip of the eagle’s beak. On the reverse, a die crack e.xtends troin the 
uppermost portion of the left of the wreath to the rim above. 
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Lustrous MS-65 1858 Cent 
Large Letters Obverse 



256 1858 Large Letters. MS-65 (NGC) . Attractive and lustrous. Es- 

sentially brilliant with just a whisper of olive-tan. The eagle’s plum- 
age is sharp, and most of the wreath details are bold, save for a touch 
of softness by the ribbon bow. A splendid example suitable for ei- 
ther an outstanding date collection or type set. 

Both Large Letters and Small Letters variants are known. The best way to 
distinguish between the varieties is to look at AM in AMERICA. The letters are 
merged at their bases in the Large Letters variety, but are clearly separated on the 
Small Letters type. 



257 1876 MS-64 RD (PCGS). Bright and lustrous red surfaces with 

just a hint of deeper toning encroaching on the high points, mainly 
on the reverse wreath. A nice coin overall. 



258 1882 MS-66 RD (PCGS) , A superb gem! The blazing golden red 
obverse shimmers with splashes of rich rose iridescence, while the 
bright red reverse boasts an array of rich gold and pale violet high- 
lights. Among the finest examples of the date certified by PCGS, 
and worthy of pursuit as such. Simply said, a beautiful coin in all 
respects. 

PCGS Population: 19; 2 finer within the grade designation (MS-67 ILD fin- 
est). 

259 1899 MS-65 RD (PCGS). A frosty red gem with strong lustre and 
equally strong eye appeal. A tiny fleck at the lower right edge of the 
reverse shield is the only blemish of note, and is easily forgiven when 
the “big picture” is taken into account. 

260 1902 MS-65 RD (PCGS). Satiny red surfaces display strong cart- 
wheel lustre. A truly lovely Indian cent. 


Gem Uncirculated 1909-S V.D.B. Cent 



(2.V photo) 


261 1909-S V.D.B. MS-65 RB (PCGS). Highly lustrous and equally 

satiny surfaces display generous amounts of red with just a nuance 
of faded lilac on the high points. Sharp and attractive, everything a 
collector could desire in this most popular of all Lincoln cent issues. 
The writer (FVV) remembers diligently searching pocket change in 
the late 1950s and early 1960s for this rarity; none were ever found 
by yours truly. Other dates in the Lincoln series are rarer and more 
costly at the gem level, but none are better known or more desir- 
able. 

Perennially Popular 1909-S V.D.B. 



262 1909-S V.D.B. MS-64 RD (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous, with 

just a hint of violet on the reverse. Excellent eye appeal will result in 
many generous bids from the astute specialists. 

The 1909-S V.D.B. has been a favorite with coin collectors for decades, a fact 
attributed to the low mintage of 484,000 pieces and the fact that the V.D.B. re- 
verse is a one-year design type. 



263 1909-S V.D.B. EF-40 (PCGS). A pleasing deep tan representa- 

tive of the type and grade, devoid of extraneous marks and choice 
overall. Arguably the most famous and popular of all small cent is- 
sues. 



264 1927-S MS-64 RD (PCGS). Lustrous and pleasing rosy red sur- 

faces. Somewhat softly struck as common for the issue, but free of 
serious marks. 
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265 1936 Proof-64 RD (PCGS). Brilliant format. A bright attractive 

e.xaniple having sharp devices and glittering mirror fields. From a 
scant mintage ofjust 5,569 Proofs; the lowest production figure for 
any Proof cent from that date up until the present time. Always a 
popular issue with specialists. 


267 1865 Fancy 5. MS-66 RD (PCGS). A frosty pale red-gold gem 

that exudes intense lustre and strong eye appeal. A nicely struck speci- 
men that IS easily worthy of the gem appellation. Only two speci- 
mens of the date have been certified finer by PCGS. 



Blazing 1936 Proof l0 


Gem Uncirculated 1865 Two Cents 

Fancy 5 Varieties 


TWO-CENT PIECES 

The obsolete two-cent and three-cent denominations have always 
enjoyed strong collector support due to their iintistial nature, but also 
because of their ability to be collected in superb Mint State and Proof 
grades. Our selection is of uniform high quality, from two MS-66 
RD two cent pieces at the beginning to exceptional gem three-cent 
silver pieces at the close of this sequence, including an 1868 three- 
cent silver piece graded an impressive MS-68 by NGC! If Proofs are 
your primary interest in the three cent series, you will find them in 
plenty here. With an eye on pleasing toning and sharp strikes, fussy 
collectors will find much to attract them. 


Gem Mint State 1864 Two Cents 

Large Motto 



266 1864 Large Motto. MS-66 RD (PCGS). A lovely red com that 

exhibits strong lustre on its satiny surfaces. An impressive gem from 
the first year of the denomination, nicely struck and about as fine an 
example of the date as can be found; PCGS has only graded one 
finer e.xaniple of the date, making the present coin a sure candidate 
for rnclusioii in a “high-end” collection. 

PCGS Population: 47; 1 finer within the grade designation. 

The obverse and reverse both display a spidery network of die cracks through- 
out the peripheral legends. 


NICKEL THREE-CENT PIECES 



268 1872 Proof-65 (PCGS). A lovely gem with a faint blush of pale 

rose toning. The fields are somewhat satiny, ty'pical for Proofs of the 
era and denomination. From a Proof mintage for the date of slightly 
over 950 pieces, a relatively small mintage in a series w’here Proof 
mintages of several thousand w’ere commonplace, especially tow’ard 
the end of the series. 



269 1876 Proof-65 (PCGS). A whisper of golden iridescence enhances 

the tresses and portrait of Miss Liberty on this attractive cameo gem 
Proof coin. 



270 1878 Proof-67 (ICG). An impressive and lovely example of this 

popular Proof-only dtte. A satiny pale golden beauty^ laden with im- 
pressive aesthetic character, and a definite prize at the assigned grade. 



271 1878 Proof-66 (PCGS). A Proof-only issue. Satiny motifs display 
strong lustre and pale rose iridescence. The fields are more reflec- 
tive than typically seen for this issue, frequently found to he uni- 
formly satiny without the benefit of strong cameo contrast. 

272 1878 Proof-65 (PCGS). Reflective surfaces and lightly frosted 
motifs show' pale pastel highlights. A nice gem example ot a Proot- 
011 ly date. 
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Gem Proof 1880 Nickel Three Cents 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 



273 1880 Proof-67 (PCGS). An impressive gem Proof example of the 

date. Lightly frosted motifs and modestly mirrored fields form a dis- 
tinctive soft cameo presentation. Wisps of pale pastel blue and gold 
create an aura of visual enchantment. As fine as they get where PCGS 
is concerned; no examples of the date have been graded finer by 
that group. 

PCGS Population: 32; none finer. That figure, 32, represents 31 PCGS-listed 
coins at the Proof-67 level, and a solitary coin listed as Proof-67 Cameo. 


appearance. I )erinitely as nice as the grade implies, and unquestion- 
ably worthy of bidder pursuit. 


280 1884 Proof-67 (PCGS). A delightful gem cameo Proof, though 
not designated as such on the holder. Lightly frosted motifs and mir- 
rored fields exhibit hints of pale sky blue and rose iridescence. 

281 1884 Proof-66 (PCGS) . A pale golden gem Proof wdth satiny motifs 
and mirror fields. If you like your coins lightly and attractively toned, 
the present coin will not only entice you, but will probably give 
your bidding abilities a solid workout as well! 




274 1880 Proof-66 (PCGS) . A beautiful, lustrous Proof with pale pas- 

tel highlights and remarkable eye appeal. Glorious! 


275 1880 Proof-66 (PCGS). Another lovely Proof of the date. Pale 

golden toning cascades in a lively manner across satiny silver gray 
surfaces. 



276 1882 Proof-67 (ICG). A truly splendid gem Proof example of the 

date, a lovely cameo specimen with strong eye appeal and distinc- 
tive contrast between the fields and motifs. Delightful! 


277 


278 


279 



1882 Proof-67 (ICG). A second lovely cameo Proof example of 
the date, this with a nuance of pale sky blue toning on satiny motifs 
and mirrored fields. 




1883 Proof-67 (PCGS). A beautifully impressive Proof in all re- 
spects; the surfaces are essentially flawless. Pale rose and light sky 
blue highlights mingle with strong golden toning to create a pleas- 
ing palette of spring-like radiance on the cameo surfaces of this de- 
lightful gem Proof coin. 



1883 Proof-67 (ICG). What a beauty! Lightly frosted design ele- 
ments and reflective fields form a strong and impressive cameo con- 
trast. A whisper of pale rose and light gold improves upon the gem 


282 1885 Proof-65 (PCGS). A lovely representative example of the 

date and grade, this with frosty design elements and reflective mir- 
ror fields. Definitely a nice cameo gem Proof nickel three-cent piece. 



283 1886 Proof-67 (PCGS) . A stunning gem example of this popular 

Proof-only date; 4,290 examples of the date were struck in the Proof 
format, with no attendant circulation strikes produced. Whispers of 
pale gold grace the lightly frosted motifs and reflective, somewhat 
satiny fields. This is gem quality! 



284 1886 Proof-67 (ICG). Another gorgeous gem example of this de- 

sirable Proof-only date. A nuance of pale lilac imparts a warm glow 
to the surfaces of this lovely coin. 



285 1887 Proof-65 (PCGS). Glistening silver gray with a touch of frost 

on the motifs. A modicum of cameo contrast is seen between the 
frosty motifs and somewhat satiny fields. 



286 1889 Proof-67 (PCGS). A truly splendid gem Proof from the fi- 

nal year of the series and denomination. Intensely frosted de\*ices 
and deeply mirrored fields embrace each other m a delighttlil cameo 
contrast. PCGS has certified just one Proof of the date at a finer 
grade level. Simply beautiful! 

PCGS Population: 45: 1 finer (Proofi6S): none graded finer in an\ designa- 
tion. 
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SILVEl^ THl^E-CENT PIECES 

All silver three-cent photos arc 2x. 


tively toned in intermingled shades of blue, gold, and pink. Only a 
tiny proportion ot the 50()-piecc mintage is preserved this beauti- 
fully. 



287 1852 MS-66 (NGC). An aesthetically appealing and sharply struck 
gem of undeniably gorgeous qualit)'. Wisps of pale golden toning 
crowd the rims while strong, satiny lustre forms an immensely pleas- 
ing backdrop. If extraordinary quality is your forte, then the present 
coin will be amply satisfying in all respects. 

Struck from lightly clashed dies that were on the verge of shattering, as at- 
tested to by the many die cracks seen on both sides of this frosty gem. 

288 1852 MS-66 (ICG). Frosty pale golden surfaces show a touch of 
pale rose. A nice example of the design ty^pe. 

289 1862/1 Overdate. MS-64 (PCGS). A high degree of lustre and 
delightful golden highlights combine on this enticing choice Mint 
State coin. Struck from heavily clashed dies. 

Diagnostic die crack on obverse from rim upward through the 1 in the date, 
and from there to the outline of the star above. 


Spectacular Gem 1864 Silver 30 



290 1864 MS-68 (NGC). One of the most amazing displays of original 

color that this cataloguer has seen on a circulation strike silver three- 
cent piece. Both sides are awash with a vibrant blend of blue, green, 
russet, gold, and magenta, with lustrous silver surfaces beneath, 
showing through just enough to increase the visual appeal. A truly 
striking example from clashed dies, though very well struck with 
excellent central detail and virtually pristine surfaces. A spectacular 
gem worthy of the finest collection. 

NGC Census: 4: I finer (MS-68^). 



291 1865 Froof-66 (NGC). A stunning gem example having frosty 

devices and nicely contrasting reflective fields. Vividly and attrac- 


Impressive Gem Mint State 1870 Silver 30 




292 1870 MS-66 (PCGS). An impressive prooflike gem specimen of 

the date with pale golden orange and rose iridescence on satiny motifs 
and mildly reflective fields. From a small circulation strike mintage 
for the date of just 3,000 pieces, which w^ould account for the 
prooflike reflectivity of the present coin. Nicely struck for the de- 
sign type, with just a tiny hint of weakness in the horizontal stripes 
of the obverse shield. Among the finest examples of the date certi- 
fied by PCGS, with just one specimen achieving a finer grade from 
that organization. A lovely little gem by all accounts. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-67). 


NICKEL FIVE-CENT PIECES 

Nickel five-cent pieces, a series which is very much alive and dy- 
namic with the introduction of the new Lewis and Clark pieces into 
circulation in the near future, are among the most popular coins in 
American numismatics. For specialists in the nickel series, many fine 
Proof and Mint State pieces in the Shield and Liberty series await, 
including the famous key 1885 issue of the latter design typo. We are 
very pleased to offer a superb grouping of Buffalo nickels, highlighted 
by the “ILichard M” Collection of Proofs, which is ranked as among 
the finest all-time collections by the PCGS Set Registry. This col- 
lection IS uniformly Proof-67 or finer, including an incredible Proof- 
68 specimen of the rare 1916 issue. Two of the most popular die 
varieties in the series are also included: the 1916 Doubled Die and 
the 1937-D Three Legged. A feast awaits! 


Attractive Gem Proof 1877 Shield 50 

A Proof-Only Date 



293 1877 Proof-65 (PCGS). Lightly frosted motifs and mirror fields 

exhibit a touch of smok}^ rose iridescence. A gem example ot a Proot- 
oiily issue; just ovxr 510 examples of the date vvTre struck without 
attendant circulation strikes. A “must-have” for serious Shield nickel 
enthusiasts. 
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In A Gtiuk LWk ofl'nited Suites Coins, better known to generations of collec- 
tors as the Red Booh, the mintage for this Proof-only date is given as 510+ , a num- 
ber that corresponds (according to Breen in his Uncyclopeiiia) with the total number 
of silver Proof sets sold by the Mint, with the “+” perhaps indicating sales of indi- 
vidual pieces above and beyond those sold in sets. 




294 1880 Proof-67 (ICG), Lustrous pale golden surfaces support lightly 
textured motifs and somewhat reflective fields. Definite traces of 
an underlying 8 can be seen within the loops of the second 8 in the 
date. 

Breen-2516. “1880 ‘Dropped 8.’ Proofs only. Second 8 first entered very low, 
then corrected. Thought to have begun life as a double date, but no specimen 
shows traces of other extra digits. Forms a large nunority of Proofs.” 





299 1883 Shield, Proof-66 (PCGS). Sharply struck with virtually all 

design features defined to full advantage. The devices are frosty and 
the fields have a satiny texture characteristic of many nickel Proofs 
of the era. Appealing pearl gray and champagne iridescence comple- 
ments both surfaces. Notable for being the final year of issue of the 
Shield nickel design type. 


300 



1883 Liberty. With CENTS. Proof-67 (ICG). A splendid array 
of golden highlights graces the satiny motifs and mirrored fields of 
this delightful gem. A pleasing gem Proof example of the second 
Liberty nickel design type of the date, this with CENTS as part of 
the reverse motifs. 


295 1882 Proof-67 (ICG). A lovely gem cameo Proof, though the 

cameo factor is not designated on the holder. Bursts of pale sky blue 
and warm gold enhance the peripheries of this attractive Shield 
nickel, struck in the penulrimate year of the series. A sharply struck 
coin, one that is especially appealing if you prefer a touch of pleasing 
toning on your gem 19th-century coins. 

Gem Proof 1883 Shield Nickel 



296 1883 Shield. Proof-67 (ICG). A superb gem Proof from the final 

year of America’s first nickel five-cent design type. Lively, fiery lus- 
tre leaps from brilliant mirror fields and frosted motifs, while a hint 
of pale golden iridescence begs for attention in the background. Every 
bit the gem Proof the holder proclaims it to be! 



297 1883 Shield. Proof-67 (ICG). A glistening gem. Wisps of pale 
blue and rose play on satiny motifs and mirrored fields. A few tiny 
flecks become apparent under low magnification, but they do little 
to disturb the appealing nature of this gem Proof Shield nickel. 

298 1883 Shield. Proof-66 (PCGS) . A highly lustrous and thoroughly 
appealing gem Proof, especially so for the assigned grade. A nuance 
of pale rose haunts the frosty motifs and mirrored fields. Lovely in 
all respects. 


Gem Proof 1885 Liberty 50 

Among Finest Graded by PCGS 



301 1885 Proof-67 (PCGS). A superb gem Proof Liberty nickel with 

gorgeous pale golden iridescence on satiny motifs and mirror fields; 
the lively underlying lustre is a definitive factor in the overall beauty 
of the piece. Proof examples of this key date are more readily found 
than choice drculatioti strikes, which places unusually strong collector 
demand on lovely Proofs. Regarding superb gems such as the present 
coin, PCGS has graded just over a dozen examples at the present 
level (and some of those maybe resubinissions that didn't make the 
next grade up the ladder), with only one specimen recorded finer. If 
your collection is accustomed to nothing but the best, then the 
present coin is absolutely right for you! 

PCGS Population: 14; 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 finest). 

Another Gem Proof 1885 Liberty Nickel 



302 1885 Proof-67 (PCGS). Another splendid gem Proof 1885 Liberty 

nickel, sharply struck, lightly toned, and attractive as can be! Pale sil- 
ver-blue iridescence graces the frosty motifs and mirrored fields. Ev- 
ery bit the gem, and definitely worthy of strong bidder pursuit. 

PCGS Population: 14, 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-bS finest). 
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1885 AU-55 (PCGS). A lustrous, sharp, and appealing example of 
the key date in the Libert\^ nickel series (not counting, of course, the 
famous 1913 rarit\'!). Eagerly sought in grades ofjust Good-4 all the 
way up to the gem Uncirculated level, with the present choice AU- 
55 com no doubt a welcome medium between those grade extremes. 
Bid with confidence here! 



304 1891 Proof-67 (ICG). Frosty design elements contrast nicely with 

mirror fields on this attractive gem Proof Liberty nickel. A sheen of 
lively pale peach toning graces the essentially perfect surfaces of this 
lovely coin, adding a dimension of beauty that is nearly irresistible 
in its appeal. 



305 1902 Proof-67 (ICG). A high degree of lustre is present on the 

mirror surfaces of this gem Proof Liberty nickel. A touch of golden 
toning is seen at the centers. 


Gem Matte Proof 1913 Buffalo 50 
Type I 



(2x photo) 


307 1913 Buffalo. Ty’pe L Matte Proof-67 (PCGS). A gorgeous satiny 

gem Matte Proof Buffalo nickel from the first year of the series, and 
the only year of Type 1 coinage (the type was modified later in the 
year to eliminate w'ear problems associated with the Type I or “Buffalo 
on mound” issue, as here). Bursts of lively golden iridescence 
enhance the boldly struck motifs ofjames Earle Fraser’s all-American 
design type. One of 1,520 Proofs of the date struck. Regarding this 
issue, author David Lange noted in The Complete Guide to Buffalo 
Nickels, “As the first examples of their type, these Proofs were 
ordered m large numbers. Their survival rate is a bit lower than for 
other issues, since these coins looked so much like regular pieces to 
the untrained eye that a number were probably spent. Others may 
lie unattributed as Proofs in old collections. Gems are elusive.” A 
stellar example of the issue; PCGS has seen fit to certify just one 
example of the date at a finer level. We e.xpect that “herds” of Buffalo 
nickel specialists will be paying special attention to this gem Proof 
beauty, so why not gather your resources and join the hunt! 

PCGS Population: 33; 1 finer (Proof-68). 

From the Richard M Collection cf Proof Bitffdlo nickels. 


Superb Proof 1910 Liberty Nickel 


306 1910 Proof-67 (PCGS). A superb gem cameo Proof example of 

the date, though not designated as such on the holder; this one prob- 
ably went to PCGS before their adoption of the “cameo” designa- 
tion. Chietly brilliant with a nuance of pale rose toning. Extraordi- 
narily frosted motifs and deeply mirrored fields form an intense 
cameo contrast. Among the finest examples of the date certified by 
PCGS: only three other examples of the date have been graded finer 
by that organization (and none of those have the “cameo” designa- 
tion). Be advnsed when you bid that the present coin will set a stan- 
dard in your collection that other coins will find it difficult to mea- 
sure up to! 

PCXiS Population: 31; 3 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 finest). 


Superlative 1913 Proof-67 Buffalo 50 
Type I 



(2x photo) 

308 1913 Buffalo, Type I. Matte Proof-67 (PCGS). A simply out- 

standing example that closely approaches perfection technically, and 
exhibits exceptional eye appeal aesthetically. The devices are sharp 
and the fields are satiny. Both surfaces are toned in pastel shades ot 
gold, lilac, and pink. Certainly, the presently offered example ranks 
among the finest of the 1,520 Type 1 Proof nickels coined during 
the year. 

Proof 1913 Type I nickels are not only scarcities in their own right, hut their 
desirabilip^ is enhanced by their one-year design t>pe status. 

PCGS Population: 33; 1 finer (Proof-6S). 
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Gem Matte Proof 1913 Buffalo Nickel 
Type II 



(2x photo) 


311 



1913 Buffalo. Type II. Matte Proof-63. Intermingled coppery 
gold and lilac complement the sharp satiny devices and steeply 
basined fields. 



309 1913 Buffalo. Type II. Matte Proof-67 (PCGS). A superlative 

gem Proof Buffalo nickel from the first year of the series and the 
second type of the date, A fiery blend of pale blue, gold, rose, and 
violet enhances the satiny matte surfaces, the underling lustre glows 
deeply and warmly, imparting dynamic life to the beautiful toning. 
One of 1 ,514 Proofs of the type struck. Specialist David Lange notes 
“this date is second only to 1916 in rarity among the early Proofs,” 
and he further relates “It’s ahnost a certainty that many of the Proofs 
struck remained unsold at the end of the year and were melted,” 
Only one example of the date has been graded finer by PCGS, thus 
highlighting the present coin as a rare and delectable jewel among 
surviving examples. An enticing coin, one that would be right at 
home with the Proof-67 Type 1 Buffalo nickel offered above, 

PCGS Population: 38, 1 finer (Proof-68), 

Fnvn the Richard M Collection of Proof Buffalo nickels. 


312 1913 Buffalo. Type II. MS-66 (PCGS). Sharply struck and fully 

lustrous. Delightful intermingled pearl gray and gold iridescence. 
Not a particularly rare issue overall, but certainly very desirable tins 
nicely preserved. 

Enticing Gem Proof 1914 Buffalo 50 


Desirable Type II 1913 Buffalo 50 
NGC Certified Proof-67^ 





1914 Matte Proof-67 (PCGS). Blazing underlying lustre on satiny 
surfaces. Evenly dispersed gold and rose iridescence imngles in a warm 
and pleasing manner. From a Proof mintage for the date of 1,275 
pieces: of the 349 Proofs of the date certified thus far by PCGS (April 
2003), just seven coins have attained finer grades than the present 
coin. Another splendid Proof Buffalo nickel from a consignor who 
defimtely has an “eye” for outstanding and remarkable coins! 

PCGS Population: 49; 7 finer (Proof-68). 

Regarding the finish on 1914 Proof Buffalo nickels, David Lange \\Tote: “The 
Philadelphia Mint finally polished its technique for producing Proof nickels start- 
ing with this issue. The Proofs of 1914-16 are of far more consistent quahrv' than 
the 1913 pieces. The texture of these pieces is of an even finer grain, giving them 
a particularly pleasing satin finish. Except in the case of toned pieces, this surface is 
revealed to be fairly bright, discounting the notion of these being ‘matte’ Proofs,” 

Front the Richard M Collection of Proof Buffalo tiickeh. 

Gem MS-66 1914-S Nickel 


(2x photo) 

1913 Buffalo. Type II. Matte Proof-67^ (NGC). A delightful 
satiny gem having bold devices and virtually flawless fields. Vivid 
intermingled gold and lilac iridescence enhances the overall aesthetic 
aspect, A mere 1,514 Proofs of the variety were coined, and the out- 
standing quality of the present piece is attested not only by NGC’s 
assigned grade, but also by the coveted “☆” designation; only two 
other NGC Proof-67 examples have received the with none 
finer, 

NGC Census: 31; 2 finer (Proof-68 finest). 




314 1914-S MS-66 (NGC). Sharply struck and lustrous. The details of 

the Buffalo’s hide, m particular, show excellent definition. Intcr- 
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mingled gold, liLic, and violet add to the aesthetic appeal. Although 
3,4^1 hi MH) examples were originally coined, comparatively few sur- 
vived 111 any condition, and Uncirculated specimens always coni- 
niaiid generous bids. Only a tiny proportion of the total Mint State 
population could match the exceptional quality offered here. 

NGC Census: 13; 3 finer cMS-68 finest). 


Impressive Gem Proof 1915 Buffalo 50 



315 1915 Matte Proof-67 (PCGS). Satiny pale silver-blue surfaces with 

pastel shades of rose and gold in the protected areas. A bold strike 
(you can practically count the fleas in the bison’s pelt!) and superb 
lustre add immeasurably to the overall appeal of this desirable gem. 
The Philadelphia Mint produced just 1,050 Proofs of the date, and 
“it’s likely that some portion of the 1915 mintage remained on hand 
the following year and was melted,’' according to author David 
Lange. Only two examples of the date have received finer grades 
from PCGS. Rare and beautiful; there is not a lot we can add to 
those superlatives other than a suggestion to be tenacious in your 
bidding, lest someone else take this beauty home! 

PCGS Population: 34; 2 finer (Proof-68). 

From the Richard M Collection of' Proof Buffalo nickels. 


Incredible Gem Proof 1916 Buffalo 50 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 



316 1916 Matte Proof-68 (PCGS) . Incredible rainbow iridescence ra- 

diates outward from the centers of this blazingly lustrous Proof Buf- 
falo nickel. A definite gem by any and all accounts, and a coin that 
would charm any numismatist regardless of collecting interests. The 
phrase “Top of the Pops’’ (the name of an old 1960s era English pop 
music television show) comes to mind when this writer (FW) sees 
a com as incredible and lovely as the present specimen! One of just 
600 Proofs of the date produced, far and away the lowest Proof mint- 
age of the series; indeed, one must go back to the first few years of 
the Shield nickel series to find a nickel five-cent piece of any design 
rype with a lower Proof mintage. High Condition Census; PCGS 
has not graded a finer specimen of the date. Definitely the key date 
among Proof Buffalo nickels, offered here in an unsurpassable grade. 
As David Lange wrote, “The Proof nickels of 1916 represent the 
very pinnacle of quality for this coin type.” Hopefully designer James 
Earle Fraser got to see one of his creations equal in quality to the 
spectacular piece offered here — if he did, he was probably as im- 
pressed as today's bidders will surely be when they spend an admir- 
ing moment (or longer) examining this gem. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer. 

From the Richard M Collection of Proof Bnffdo nickels. 


Classic 1916 Doubled Die Obverse 50 



317 1916 Doubled Die Obverse. FS-016. AU-55 (NGC). Pewter 

gray toning with delicate champagne highlights. Much original mint 
lustre can be seen in the fields and other protected areas. The overdite 
feature shows bold definition, especially at the 916. The 1916 
Doubled Die Obverse ranks as one of the most desirable and eagerly 
sought varieties of the 20th-century. Unlike many other die sinking 
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errors ot the era, very few examples have survived in AU or finer 
condition; indeed Walter Breen remarked in his Eficychj)cdia: “usu- 
ally in low grades.” 

NGC Census: 9; 10 finer (MS-64 finest) 


Gem Uncirculated 1917-S Buffalo 50 

Tied for Finest Graded by NGC 



318 1917-S MS-66 (NGC). A high degree oflustre graces satiny, lilac- 

gray surfaces. Iridescent sky blue and gold gathers in the recessed 
areas. Sharply struck for the date, with strong definition at the cen- 
tral devices as well as in the peripheral regions. A tiny, well-hidden 
natural planchet flaw can be found near the bison’s ear and horn, 
easily overlooked even when carefully scrutinized. The present coin 
is a pleasing exception to David Lange’s assertion that “most ex- 
amples of this date have strong central details but weak peripheral 
elements.” A bold and forceful representative of this popular branch 
mint issue, one that is among the finest examples of the date certi- 
fied by NGC, James Earle Fraser’s all American design seldom ap- 
pears finer where the present date is concerned, and we expect strong 
competition when this nickel crosses the auction block. 

NGC Census: 7; none finer. 


Satiny MS-64 1917-S Nickel 



319 1917-S MS-64 (PCGS). Pale champagne iridescence complements 

the satiny surfaces. A scarce issue in Uncirculated grade, and par- 
ticularly desirable at the MS-64 level. 

High-grade Buffalo nickels appear to have grown tremendously in popularity 
during the last year or two; one interpretation of this circumstance is the fact that 
we are now living in the 2H century, and accordingly, early 20th-century issues 
are regarded, by many, with the same level of enthusiasm that formerly was re- 
served for high-grade Liberty Seated coins, Capped Bust issues, Dahlonega Mint 
gold, and such delicacies. 


Gem MS-65 1926-D 50 



320 1926-D MS-65 (PCGS). Warm pewter gray iridescence with 

blushes and wisps of coppery gold. Most design features are sharp, 
save for a touch of softness by the Indian’s braid and the Buffalo’s 
shoulder. Although 5,638,000 examples were originally coined, only 
a tiny proportion were set aside at the time of issue, and accordingly 
gem quality survivors always attract generous bids when they cross 
the auction block. 


Splendid Gem Proof 1936 Buffalo Nickel 

Type I, Satin Finish 



321 1936 Type I. Satin Finish. Proof-68 (PCGS). “Splendid” and 

all its synonymous cousins — gorgeous, magnificent, superb, resplen- 
dent, dazzling, imposing; we could go on forever — barely convey 
the full visual impact of this deHghtful gem Proof Buffalo nickel. 
Lustrous pale golden surfaces impart a lovely appearance to this gem. 
One of 4,420 Proofs of the date produced, though that production 
run was shared by the Type I (Satin Finish, as here) and Type II 
(Brilliant Finish) styles of the date. A beautiful coin in all respects, 
struck in the first year of Proof coin production since 1916. Only 
one example of the date has been graded finer by PCGS (and what a 
spectacular coin that must be to surpass the quality and beauty of the 
present coin!). Rest assured that a successful bid on the present lot 
brings home one of the finest examples of the issue currently avail- 
able to today’s collecting community. 

PCGS Population: 20; 1 finer (Proof-69). 

From the Richard M Collection of Proof Buffalo nickeb. 
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Inviting Gem Proof 1936 Buffalo 50 

Type II, Brilliant Finish 



322 1936 Type II. Brilliant Finish. Proof-67 (PCGS). A highly re- 

flective specimen that displays a whisper of faint champagne toning. 
Boldly struck and aesthetically appealing, a no-questions-asked gem 
Proof Buffalo nickel by all accounts. As David Lange noted regard- 
ing the date: “The demand for 1936 Proofs, especially in the bril- 
liant finish, is tremendous. This issue is significantly scarcer than 
the 1937 Proofs, however, and gems are in the minority.” Of the 
4,420 Proofs of the date, it is now thought the mintage was fairly 
evenly split between the Type I Satin Finish Proofs and the Type II 
Brilliant Finish Proofs, as offered here. Feeling competitive? Hold 
your bidding paddle high for this lot, as the competition will be 
strong and only one bidder goes home with this coin! 

From the Richard M Collection of Proof Buffalo nickels. 


Enchanting Gem Proof 1937 Buffalo 50 

Final Proof Issue of the Design Type 



323 1937 Proof-68 (PCGS). A gorgeous gem with a hint of pale gold 

and rose iridescence, aesthetically delightful with deeply mirrored 
and basined fields that support boldly rendered design motifs. From 
a Proof mintage for the date of 5,769 pieces, a figure that is large 
when compared to others of the design type, but minuscule when 
compared to the Proof quantities produced by the Mint in later years; 
today, millions upon millions of Proofs are made for each denomi- 
nation! A lovely coin with very few^ peers and only one better piece 
graded by PCGS. This is what ^^ci;/ is all about! 

PCGS Population; S; I finer {Proof-69). 

From the Richard M Collection of Proof Buffalo tiickels. 


Gem Proof-67 1937 50 



324 1937 Proof-67 (PCGS). A spectacular gem having sharp satiny 
devices and glittering mirror fields. Just a hint of pale champagne 
iridescence enhances both the obverse and reverse. A mere 5,769 
Proofs were coined during the year, and the presently offered piece 
ranks among the finest. Seldom offered this nice. 

325 Original roll of 1937 Buffalo nickels, average grade MS-64, many 
finer. Our consignor selected one piece at random and submitted it 
to NGC-it came back MS-66! A quick glance reveals many pieces 
that are the ready equal to (or finer than) the NGC coin. A great 
deal for an alert collector. (Total: 40 pieces; 1 NGC certified) 


Mint State 1937-D 3-Legged Buffalo 50 



326 1937-D 3-Legged. MS-62. A satiny and lustrous example of one 

of the most popular of all nickel five-cent issues in American nu- 
mismatics. Concentric halos of pale gold, rose, and violet spread 
outward from the centers, adding an aura of enchantment all their 
own. Some striking weakness noted at the centers, as is often the 
case for this desirable variety. Choice for the grade, and worthy of 
strong bidding. 
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HALF DIMES 

The diniimitivc half dime, struck from 1792 to 1873, includes 
many interesting challenges for the collector. The following lots fea- 
ture a variety of desirable half dimes from early issues in very high 
grade (like the MS-64 (NGC) issue of 1795 that begins things) to a 
rare Proof striking of 1855 and Mint State specimens of the Liberty 
Seated design that graced this denomination for most of its exist- 
ence. Type collectors will find pieces in exceptional states of preser- 
vation to add to their high-quality sets. (All half dime photos are 2x.) 


Choice Mint State 1795 Half Dime 



327 1795 Flowing Hair, Small Eagle. Logan McCloskey-8, Val- 

entine-5. Rarity-3. MS-64 (NGC). A high degree oflustrc graces 
rich gunnietal-blue surtaces. Splashes of gold and iridescent rose 
enhance the overall effect. From the second and final year of Flow- 
ing Hair half dime coinage. In 1796, designer Robert Scot rede- 
signed his original Flowing Hair motif, this time producing the 
Draped Bust and Heraldic Eagle combination. Nicely struck for the 
issue, with only the barest hint of central weakness on the reverse; 
the eagle's breast feathers are nearly all complete, and other tiny de- 
tails are present as well. Some minor planchet adjustment marks are 
seen on Miss Liberty’s profile on the obverse, otherwise the inter- 
ested bidder will be hard pressed to find blemishes of any conse- 
quence. A truly choice coin for the grade, an exemplary example ot 
the date that will see spirited bidding activity. 

A flint obverse die crack runs from the rim at 2;00, across the Y of LIBERTY, 
then across the field. Liberty’s portrait, and out through the bottom of her neck, 
passing through the 7 in the date and then terminating in the dentils below that 
numeral. Struck from misaligned dies, the rotation here being 270° (when flipped 
on its vertical axis, the eagle’s head points to 2:00 instead of 12:00). 


Lovely Mint State 1795 Half Dime 



328 1795 Flowing Hair, Small Eagle. LM-10, V-4. Rarity-3. MS-63 

(PCGS). Frosty deep gray with higlilights of amber, gold, and blue, 
particularly on the reverse. Excellent eye appeal the toning is \'ery at- 
tractive. Clash marks noted on obverse, some softness of strike at eagle’s 
head and upper wing as topical, thin scratch from star 5 to the back of 
Liberty's head. A desirable high-grade specimen of this t)^c. 


Deeply Proof like 1831 Half Dime 



329 1831 LM-4, V-4. Rarity-2. MS-64 PL. Deeply mirrored surfices 

on both obverse and reverse exhibit exceptionally attractive blue and 
deep gold toning and peripheral satiny lustre. A fully struck speci- 
men that closely resembles a Proof— which are known to have been 
struck from these dies - though w^e believe this to be a reflective 
prooflike piece due to the slight flatness in some denticles and lack 
of a raised rim and sharp reeding. The Eliasberg Proof, wdiose die 
state was apparently identical, show^ed similar weakness in the upper 
wings and neck of the eagle. A tiny planchet chip is noted in the 
field just above Liberty’s bosom, shallow^ depression at star 12, lint 
mark at star 13. The eye appeal and overall surface quality are su- 
perb. A coin that should be carefully considered for its dramatic vi- 
sual appeal and considerable prooflike aspects. 


Superb Gem 1831 Half Dime 



330 1831 LM-6, V-1. Rarity-1. MS-67 (PCGS). A frosn jewel, bnl- 

liant silver gray wath some subtle peripheral toning and remarkable 
satiny lustre. Some areas of reflectivity are noted in the immaculate 
fields. Sharply struck throughout, a stunningly pristine and attrac- 
tive specimen of the type w'orthy of the finest collection. 

PCCiS Popul.uioii: 6, 1 filler (MS-67). 
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Gem MS-66 1837 Half Dime 

Liberty Seated, First Year of Issue 



331 1837 Liberty Seated. Large Date, No Stars. MS-66 (NGC). 

Sharply struck and lustrous. Mostly golden brown surfaces with wisps 
of navy blue at the rims. Coined during the first year of the Seated 
Liberty design yy>e. One of the nicest examples we’ve had the op- 
portunity to examine m recent times. 

The obverse is similar in style to the silver dollar of the preceding year, having 
Christian Gobrecht’s Seated Liberty motif, without stars. The reverse style, hav- 
ing the denomination in a laurel wreath, remained current through 1859. 

Two dilTerent date sizes are recognized for 1837 Liberty Seated half dimes; on 
the Large Date variety, the 1 has a tall peak, while on the Small Date type, the 1 is 
nearly Hat. 



Choice Proof 1855 Half Dime Rarity 




334 1855 Arrows. Proof-64 (PCGS). Fully brilliant surfaces. The 

frosty devices contrast nicely with the deep mirror fields. Most de- 
sign features are sharp, excepting only a few of the obverse stars. 
Some faint hairlines on both surfaces, noted under magnification, 
are probably all that prevented PCGS from assigning a considerably 
higher grade. 

Proofs issued prior to 1858 (the first year that Proofs wTre pro- 
duced in substantial numbers to accommodate the collecting goals 
of the small, but growing, cadre of coin collectors) are prized for 
their rarity, and the 1855 is no exception to the rule. This variety is 
especially desirable to Proof collectors because the “With Arrows” 
type was only coined for three years, i.e. 1853-1855. Worth a gen- 
erous bid from the numismatist who desires to acquire pieces that 
combine both rarity and outstanding aesthetic appeal. 

PCGS Population: 9; 3 finer (Proof-66 finest). Considering the fict that the 
mintage is estimated at 20 pieces, there is a good chance this population is inaccu- 
rate due to resubmissions. 


Brilliant 1857-0 Half Dime 

Gem MS-66 Example 


332 1837 No Stars. Large Date. Triple-punched date numerals. 

MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid little half dime with strong lustre be- 
neath a melange of pleasing gray, gold, and pale violet toning. Sharply 
struck. Tripled date numerals plainly evident — this obverse die 
was also used to strike the tiny number of Proofs known of the date. 


Lovely MS-64 1838 Half Dime 





335 1857-0 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant, lustrous, and sharply struck. 

Delightful in every way! Uncirculated examples of the issue are 
scarce, and gem-quality pieces are important condition rarities; 
something attested by the PCGS population data presented below. 
Here is a prize certain to delight the half dime collector and the Vfp^ 
set specialist alike. We expect many generous bids from alert buyers. 
PCGS Population: 6; 2 finer (MS-67 finest). 


333 1838 MS-64. Sharply struck and fully lustrous. The central areas 

have delicate champagne iridescence, which deepens to a rich golden 
shade at the borders. Similar to the style of the preceding year, but 
with 13 stars at the obverse border. Worth a generous bid from a 
connoisseur of quality coins. 
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Gem MS-66 1859 Half Dime 



336 1859 MS-66 (NGC). An impressive gem example having frosty 

devices. The fields have a texture intermediate in character between 
satiny and prooflike. Deep violet iridescence in the central areas 
deepens to navy blue at the borders. 

Notable for being the last year of issue of the “Laurel Wreath” design type. 
Beginning in I860 a new wreath design, modeled by Anthony Paquet, was adopted; 
something popularly referred to as the “Cereal Wreath” by Harold Newlin and 
subsequent generations of numismatists. 



337 1859 MS-66 (NGC) . Brilliant silver with frosty devices and excel- 

lent eye appeal. Heavy lapping marks on both sides, a remnant of a 
grinding of the dies in an effort to improve them, such as the re- 
moval of clash marks or fine cracks. As a result, some areas of the 
design are not well struck, but the surfaces show only trivial marks 
and overall the piece is satiny and very lustrous. Repunched digits 
in the date, mentioned by Breen as being visible on earlier die states, 
are no longer visible on this example. 


DIMES 


i 




Many very desirable specimens of the dime denomination follow, 
from the very beginning of the denomination in 1796 up to more 
modern issues of the 20th century Our early dimes are a specialist’s 
delight, with an impressive Rarity-8 cud on a 1797 dime and Choice 
AU specimens of 1801 and the rare 1804 sure to quicken the pulse. 
Proof dimes from the Luther A. Breck Collection, mostly superb 
gems with sharp cameo contrast, highlight the Barber series. Con- 
noisseurs of the Liberty Seated and Mercury issues will likewise find 
objects of great desire here, including rare dates from branch mints 
such as the 1860-0 and the 192 1-D. 


Attractive 1796 Dime 




(2.x photo) 


338 1796 John Reich-6. Rarity-3. EF-45 (PCGS). Lustrous golden 

gray with an abundance of light lilac and light electric blue irides- 
cence. A few stray marks are noted, most obvious of these m the 
field behind Miss Liberty’s middle tresses, though the overall integ- 
rity of this attractive dime is not disturbed overmuch. Struck from a 
shattered obverse die, a noted diagnostic for the JR-6 die combina- 
tion. A splendid coin for an early U.S. ty^pe set, or simply for those 
who enjoy attractive 18th-century issues. 


Extraordinary LDS 1797 JR-1 100 

Full obverse cud 



339 1797 JR-l. Late die state. VF-25. One of the most impressive 

terminal die states we have encountered on any early American coin. 
Pleasing pale silver gray with somewhat darker fields, slate gray on 
the reverse. Tiny void at rim above F of OF on reverse, light han- 
dling marks commensurate with grade including a faint vertical 
scratch in the hair and a tiny nick at the corner of Liberty’s mouth 
noted for future identification. A massive cud at the base of the ob- 
verse consumes three points of star 1, all of the date, and a portion of 
the bust line. A weak area on the reverse at ES of STATES corre- 
sponds to the cud, a natural result of the reduced pressure from be- 
ing struck with less than two complete die faces. 

The 1797 JR-1, the 16 star variety which is encountered slightly 
more frequently than the 13 star jR-2, is usually seen with a die 
crack along w^hat becomes the top edge of this cud, from the point 
of star 1 closest to the hair along the tops of 17 and then exiting the 
bust to the rim. After extensive use (25,261 pieces w^ere struck from 
the two obverse dies) the die apparently simply gave way in singu- 
larly memorable fashion, with the entire date portion of the die break- 
ing off and falling aw'ay! Wliile large cuds are known on early Ameri- 
can dies, the result of a conspiracy of overuse, poor die steel, and 
amateur engineering of the screws presses wiiich struck the coins, 
few are as large as this and W'e know^ of no others that result in a coin 
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lacking the elate - a key inclusion in any coin’s design as per the 
Mint Act of 1792. The Mint would endeavor to replace a die this 
badly broken as soon as possible, and the rarity of this terminal die 
state suggests that they followed this course. This example, recently 
discovered in New England, is the only piece we have ever seen or 
recorded, though a single higher grade specimen has been reported 
to us. We cannot imagine a collection of early U.S. Mint products 
that would not be enriched by the presence of this nearly unique 
and fascinating specimen. 


NGC Census: 3; 1 finer (MS-65). This is (presumably) the finest JR-2 certi- 
fied by NGC. Though the other two pieces certified as AU-58 and the single 
finer MS-65 piece did not bear attributions, they are most likely of the more com- 
mon JR- 1 variety. 

From Heritaj^e's sale of Ai{^iist 1996, Lot 6940. 

Lovely Toned AU 1804 Dime 

13 Star Variety 


The Lovejoy 1800 JR-1 Dime 



340 1800 JR-1. Rarity-4. EF-45 (NGC). Ideal even silver gray with 

faint surface toning and highlights of deep olive at the central re- 
verse. A lovely specimen, very nice for the grade, with only minor 
ticks here and there and a hidden dig at the temple and another 
above star 13 mentioned for identification of this piece. Bold strike, 
really a nice looking example of the date or type. Pedigreed to one 
of the classic sales of early dimes, an added draw for most savvy col- 
lectors. 

Froffi Stack's sale of the Allen Uwejoy Collection, October 1990, Lot 
14. The original lot ticket, as well as Loi/ejoy's original flip and envelope, 
accompany this lot. 

Choice AU 1801 JR-2 Dime 

Among the Finest Known 


342 1804 JR-1. 13 Stars. Rarity-5. AU-53 (NGC). Concentric ton- 

ing of deep olive, gold, and deep amber on the obverse, the reverse 
a more even blend of deep blue and subtle gold. A most attractive 
specimen of this rarity with lively lustrous surfaces and a sound strike. 
Several short parallel scratches are noted in the lower right obverse 
field, one ofwhich crosses the bust line, pinprick dig above Liberty’s 
nose, tiny spot above E of STATES noted for future identification 
of this important specimen. A rarity in any grade, and in high de- 
mand as not only a collectible silver issue of this magic date but also 
the key date of the early dime sequence. This eye-appealing speci- 
men is perhaps of Condition Census quality^ for the date, with 
the AU-50 Bareford coin ranked as finest in the JR book, a coin 
graded before the inflation of the last decade. This specimen comes 
from the James A. Stack collection, a lesser-known pedigree in the 
grand scheme but an important one to those familiar with the over- 
all quality of that fine cabinet. Off the market for more than a de- 
cade, and now offered to a new generation who have longed for the 
chance to find this rare dime in superb grade. 

NGC Census: 1; none finer. NGC has certified only two pieces of theJR-l 
variety beside this piece, in addition to four pieces v\ithout attribution. 

From Stack's sale cf the James A. Stack Collection, January 1990, Lot 
12. The original lot ticket accompanies this lot. 


Mint State 1814 Dime 







photo) 


341 1801 JR-2. Rarity^-5. AU-58 (NGC). Lustrous silver gray with 

rich golden highlights around devices and across the reverse and a 
splash of blue at the date. Very boldly struck, with impeccable detail 
on both sides and the usually flat star 4 better defined than often 
seen. Only trifling marks, faint horizontal scratch under chin noted 
for future identification. One of the very best of this rare variety', by 
a long shot the scarcer variety of the two die marriages from this 
date. The lustre is nearly complete and the eye appeal is superb. Die 
pits in usual locations in left obverse field and beneath E in 
AMERICA on reverse, several light reverse die cracks. An impor- 
tant offering for the dime specialist. Condition Census for the vari- 
ety and far better than usually encountered for the date as well. A 
coin that could be the centerpiece ofari important collection of early 
American silver coinage. 


343 



1814 JR-3. Rarity'-2. MS-64 (NGC). Lively lustre on even silver 
gray surfaces. Frosty and attractive, a few minor hairlines in the right 
obverse field, short scratch over ERl in AMERICA. A well-pre- 
served example of the type with more satiny lustre than usually en- 
countered. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC RARITIES 




Ti IE Classics Sale 


71 


Resplendent Gem 1829 Dime 
MS-66 (NGC) 



344 1829 JR-3. Rarity-4. MS-66 (NGC). Impressive cartwheel lus- 

tre and mint frost on surfaces exhibiting delicate toning of deep 
gray, olive, rose, and gold. Exceptionally well struck with full de- 
tail in the eagle’s feathers and shield, an eye-catching specimen on 
many levels. Careful examination reveals a few minor disturbances 
in the fields, none significant. An ideal representative of the small 
planchet type. 

NGC Census: 8, none finer (all varieties). 


Scarce 1860-0 100 



345 1860-0 VF-20 (PCGS). Gunmetal-gray surfaces with delicate blue 

and violet highhghts. Attractive for the grade. Only 40,000 dimes 
were coined at the New Orleans Mint during the year, and survi- 
vors are scarce in all grades. Worth a generous bid from the numis- 
matist eager to complete his date and mintmark set of Liberty Seated 
dimes. 

Gem Cameo Proof 1865 Dime 



346 1865 Proof-67 Cameo (ICG). Bright and frosty motifs contrast 

deeply with mirror fields; a whisper of pale gold adds to the im- 
mense charm. A lovely gem cameo Proof dime from the last year of 
Civil War hostilities, one of 500 Proofs of the date produced. Sharp, 
attractive, and rare; what else could collectors desire in a coin? 


Gem Proof 1873 No Arrows 100 
Close 3 



347 1873 No Arrows. Close 3. Proof-66 (PCGS). Bursts of satiny 

gold and pale violet enhance the frosty central devices on the ob- 
verse, with deep gunmetal-blue halos toward the rim. The reverse 
cereal wreath is alive with fiery blasts of gold, rose, and sea green, 
while deep electric blue dominates the other areas of the surface. A 
splendid gem that is visually enticing and appealing. Just one ex- 
ample of the date has been graded finer by PCGS. 

PCGS Popularion; 5; 1 finer within the grade designation {Proof-67). 


Gem Mint State 1876-S Dime 



348 1876-S MS-65 (ICG). A bright and lustrous gem with somewhat 

prooflike fields, especially so on the reverse. A nicely struck branch 
mint issue from our nation’s Centennial year. 

Tops of first S in STATES and O in OF from broken punches. Many raised 
die lines can be seen throughout Miss Liberty’s garment, especially so around her 
legs. Tiny raised die lumps, no doubt the result of die rust, can also be seen around 
her torso and elsewhere on the obverse. 


349 1882 MS-66 (PCGS). A frosty, highly lustrous gem wdth a touch 

of warm golden toning. Pleasing in all respects. 


350 1882 MS-66 (PCGS). An eye-popping gem with frosty surfaces 

that glow with a rich blend of gold, pale violet, and natural mint 
brilliance. Nicely struck for the date, with nearly full head and wreath 
details (a definite plus for examples of the design ty^e during the 
1880s). A no-questions-asked gem! 

Frofn the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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Impressive Gem Proof 1884 Dime 



351 1884 Proof-67 (PCGS). A spectacular gem cameo Proof dime 

(though the “cameo” designation is not noted on the holder), fully 
brilliant and delightfully lustrous. Frosted motifs and mirror fields 
make a bold statement of beauty and quality. One of 875 Proofs of 
the date produced, and also one of the finest examples of the date 
certified by PCGS; only three 1884 dimes have received finer grades 
from PCGS, none of those of the “cameo” designation. About as 
nice as they come for the date, and worthy of strong bidding activity 
as a result. 

I^CGS Population: 15; 3 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 finest). 



352 1885 Proof-66 (PCGS). An outstanding cameo Proof dime 

(though PCGS has not designated the “cameo” stature of this gem 
on its holder; no doubt this was graded before they adopted the 
“cameo” designation). Heavily frosted motifs and deeply mirrored 
fields compete heartily for the viewer’s eye, with the overall com- 
position quite pleasing in all respects. Add a dash of pale gold and 
the superlatives accumulate rapidly for this lively, lovely gem! 


Superb Gem Proof 1886 Dime 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 




353 1886 Proof-67 (PCGS). A gorgeous and highly lustrous gem cameo 

Proof (though again not noted as such on the PCGS holder). Fully 
brilliant with perhaps a nuance of pale gold at the rims. One of only 
five examples of the date certified as Proof-67 by PCGS, with none 
^^roded finer! According to the PCGS Population Report, only five col- 
lectors can experience the pride of ownership that must surely come 
from owning one of the finest known examples of this date. Will you 
be one of those lucky few? 

I^CGS I\ipuI.itioii: 5; none finer in any grade designation. 




354 1886 MS-66 (ICG). A fully frosty and highly lustrous gem with a 

dash of pale golden iridescence. A nicely struck example of the date. 




355 1886 MS-65 (NGC). Satiny, lustrous, and brilliant, a gem in all 

regards. 




356 1890 Proof-66 (PCGS). Another stunning cameo Proof that was 

obviously sent to PCGS before they began recognizing “cameo” 
details on Proof coins. Bright and lustrous silver surfaces show^ heavily 
frosted motifs and deeply mirrored fields. A definite gem Proof dime 
that will no doubt enjoy spirited bidding activity before it finds a 
new home in a top-notch collection. 


Splendid Gem Proof 1892 Barber Dime 

None Graded Finer By NGC 



357 1892 Proof-67 (NGC). A mainly brilliant gem Proof Barber dime 

with a w'hisper of gold at the obverse rim, and with enough frost on 
the devices to warrant reconsideration for a cameo designation. Only 
a baker’s dozen Proof 1892 dimes have been certified so fine by 
NGC, with no examples graded finer, making the present coin one 
of the most desirable specimens extant of the issue. 

NGC Census: 13; none finer within the grade designation. 

Proof Mintage: 1,245. 

What are apparently the remnants of another 8 can be seen in the lower loop 
of the existing 8 in the date; die roughness fills the lower loop of the 9 as well as the 
upper loop of the 2, while the horizontal base of the 2 is rough and thick, perhaps 
a result of rust or die chips. This phenomenon is repeated elsewhere in the letters 
of the legend to a lesser degree. 

As a rule, cameo Proof Barber dimes (quarters and half dollars as well) are 
considerably scarcer than their counterparts without cameo designation. For in- 
stance, NGC has certified a combined total ofjust 16 Proof examples of the present 
date as CAMEO or ULTICA CAMEO, while 183 specimens of the date have 
been designated simply as “Proof’ by NGC. 

From the Luther A, Breck Collection. 



358 1893 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Pale sultry champagne highlights 

blend nicely with frosty mint brilliance on the gorgeous surfaces of 
this impressive Proof dime. Mainly brilliant centers serve to high- 
light the outstanding cameo contrast of the devices with the fields. 
NGC Census: 3; 5 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 CAM tin- 

est). 

IToof Mintage: 792. 

It IS worth noting here that PCGS (as well as NGC, av scon above) ha’^ certi- 
fied fir fewer “CAM” and “DCAM” Barber dunes than they haw “ix'gular” IVx^tv 
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riic present coin is .1 sterling example of this, as PCCiS has certified a grand total of 
just 18 examples of the date in CAM and I3CAM grades, while 162 “regular” 
Proofs have been certified by the firm. 

From the Luther A. Brock Collection . 



359 1894 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Heavily frosted motifs and deeply 

mirrored fields combine with dusky wisps of pale gold to form a 
visually enchanting Proof Barber dime, especially so for the assigned 
grade. Not many examples of the date have been certified finer by 
PCGS, which bolsters the desirability of the present Proof as well. 

PCGS Population: 4, 4 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 CAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 972. 

From (he Luther A. Breck Collection. 



360 1895 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). A robust sheen of pale champagne 

toning graces the mirror fields and enhances the frosty motifs of this 
delightful gem Proof Barber dime. Among the finest examples of 
the date certified by PCGS. Sharply struck and visually appealing, 
and unquestionably worthy of the grade bestowed upon it. 

PCGS Population: 3; 3 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 CAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 880. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 



361 1896 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Pale golden toning on frosty de- 

sign elements and reflective mirror fields. A handsome gem Proof 
Barber dime if ever there was one! Indeed, very few examples of the 
date have been graded finer by PCGS, which certainly supports our 
“handsome” appellation for the present coin. 

PCGS Population: 3; 4 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 CAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 762. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Proof 1898 Barber 10^ 

A Splendid Cameo 



362 1898 Proof-67 (PCGS). A splendid cameo Proof Barber dime, 

though the “cameo” designation is not noted on the PCGS holder; 
no doubt this was graded before that designation received its due 
from today’s collectors. Heavily frosted design elements and mir- 


rored fields enjoy a light, elegant frost of golden iridescence. The 
eye appeal of the present coin is well above average for the issue, at 
least in this writer’s opinion. While not the finest Proof example of 
the date certified by PCGS — two others have been called Proof-68 
by that group — the present coin is well worth any effort it takes to 
make it a permanent part of your collection! 

PCGS Population: 14; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 finest). 
No examples of the date called “cameo” have been graded finer than the present 
coin by PCGS. 



363 1898 Proof-66 DCAM (PCGS). An exemplary gem Proof ex- 

ample of the date, this with splendidly frosted devices that contrast 
sharply with the deeply mirrored fields. Figure a hint of rich golden 
iridescence into the picture, and the eye appeal of the present coin is 
increased dramaticaUy. Truly lovely, and among the finest examples 
of the date certified by PCGS; they have only graded one specimen 
finer. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 DCAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 735. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 



364 1899 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS) . A glancing blush of pale gold warms 

the lightly frosted motifs and mirrored fields of this attractive gem 
Proof Barber dime. 

PCGS Population: 3, 3 finer within the grade designation (Proof-66 CAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 846. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collectiofi. 



365 1901 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Lightly frosted design elements and 

mirror fields support a pale golden sheen of lively iridescence. The 
present coin is the only example of the date called Proof-65 CAM 
by PCGS, while only four other examples of the date have received 
finer grades. Nice by any standards. 

PCGS Population: 1; 4 finer within the grade designation (Proof-66 CAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 813. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 




366 1901 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brcen-3526. Repunched date. A bright 

and lustrous gem Proof Barber dime. A touch ot frosriness on the 
devices creates a faint but pleasing cameo appearance. Some light 
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golden toning at the run's adds to the overall appeal of this lively 
gem. The rare varieu' with plain repunching noted at the bottoms 
of 01 111 the date; ‘*normar' date Proofs of 1901 are much more 
coimnoii (sec below). Don’t miss this one! 

Breen*3526. “190! Double 01. Proofs only. Rare. Comprises about 5% of 
Proofs of this date.” 


367 1902 Proof-65 (PCGS). Chiefly brilliant at the very centers with 

w\arin shades of gold and violet iridescence at the rims. Choice for 
the grade, and oh-so-close to cameo in appearance. 

Proof Mintage: 813. 

From the Luther A. Brech Collection. 


368 1904 Proof-66 (PCGS). Mainly reflective surfaces with a hint of 

pale rose toning on both sides. Slight cameo contrast is present, 
though it is nowhere as prevalent as seen on Barber dimes produced 
in the 19th century. Not many (eight, to be exact) examples of the 
date have been graded finer by PCGS, making the present coin a 
worthw^hile object of pursuit by those who appreciate solid quality 
and eye appeal. 


369 1905 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Warm champagne toning on the 

obverse and a blazingly brilliant reverse complement each other as 
nicely as the frosted design elements complement the mirrored fields 
on this lovely gem. Repunched 5 in date (see below). Only one ex- 
ample of the date has been certified finer by PCGS. 

PCGS i^opulation: 6; 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 CAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 727. 

Breen-3543. “Repunched 5. Proofs only. Ver\' scarce. Comprises a minority 
of Proofs.” The present specimen also shows some doubling at the top of the 0, a 
fact not mentioned in Breen. 

From the Luther A. Brech Collection. 


370 1906 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Lightly frosted motifs and mirror 

fields show a nuance of pale rose toning. A pleasing coin overall, 
and among the five finest “CAM” examples of the date certified by 
PCGS. 

I^CCiS Population: 2; 3 finer within the grade designation (Proof-66 CAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 675. 

l-rom the Luther . 1. Breck Collection. 


371 1906-0 MS-65 (PCGS). A frosty gem Mint State Barber dime 

from our southernmost mint. A sharply struck gem that easily de- 
fines the parameters of the assigned grade. Definite repunching seen 
in the lowxr loop of the 6 in the date. Only 10 examples of the date 
have been graded finer by PCGS. 


372 1907 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Chiefly brilliant with lightly frosted 

design elements forming a faint but elegant cameo contrast. One of 
just 575 Proofs of the date produced, the sixth lowest Proof produc- 
tion figure in the Barber dime series. Worth noting is the fact that 
this is the only example of the date called Proof-65 CAM by PCGS, 
with just one other example graded finer. A great opportunity for 
an attentive Barber dime enthusiast. 

PCGS Population: 1 ; 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-66 CAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 575. 

Frotn the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


373 1909 Proof-65 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous with just a hint of 

cameo frost on the devices. 

Proof Mintage: 650. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Gem Cameo Proof 1911 Dime 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 


374 1911 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). The satiny portrait of Liberty stands 

boldly out from the deeply mirrored obverse field, with the same 
enchanting contrast present betw^een the cereal wTeath and the field 
on the reverse. A nuance of faint gold enhances the overall appeal of 
this gem Proof Barber dime. One of just 543 Proofs of the date 
struck; only tw'o other dates in the series have low^er Proof mintages 
than the present date. Technically as nice as they get for the date; 
PCGS has not certified a finer example. This one looks like a can- 
didate for inclusion in a “finest known” dime or type collection! 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer within the grade designation. 

Proof Mintage: 543. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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Noteworthy Gem Uncirculated 1913-S 100 

Elusive Key Date 



375 1913-S MS-66 (PCGS). Frosty, highly lustrous, and aesthetically 

appealing in all ways. A blaze of lively gold enhances the overall 
appearance of this gem. An elusive late-date key to the Barber dime 
series. With a mintage of 510,000 pieces, this date has the third lowest 
production figure in the entire Barber dime series; only the 1894-S 
rarity (just 24 minted) and the 1895-0 issue (440,000 struck) have 
lower mintages! A date that is eagerly pursued by collectors of all 
means, with even examples at just VF or so considered a find for 
alert Barber dime collectors. Notably, only two examples of the date 
have received finer grades from PCGS. Those who desire gem speci- 
mens of the date must often wait years before a coin comparable to 
the quality offered here is available. The good news for Barber dime 
collectors is that a gem example of the date is available here and 
now, so ifyou have a yearning to acquire a gem 1913-S Barber dime, 
now is definitely the time! 

PCGS Population: 14; 2 finer within the grade designation (MS-67 finest). 



376 1914 Proof-65 (PCGS). A lovely gem Proof Barber dime. A spar- 

kling delight with delicate violet iridescence on the obverse that 
contrasts nicely with the fully brilliant reverse. One of 425 Proofs of 
the date produced, the lowest Proof mintage figure in the entire 
Barber dime series. 



377 1914-D MS-65 (PCGS). A frosty, satiny gem with intense lustre 

that glows warmly beneath pale gold and sea green iridescence. 
Definitely a gem to the unaided eye, and a coin that holds up su- 
perbly to magnified scrutiny as well. Repunched mintmark variety; 
the D shows distinctive doubled serifs at the top and bottom (called 
“No. 102” in The Complete Guide to Barber Dimes by David Lawrence). 
Surprisingly, this plentiful issue (more than 11.9 million struck) has 
yielded only 14 examples of the date graded finer by PCGS, making 
a MS-65 example a “find” in its own right! 



378 1915 Proof-65 (PCGS). Frosty motifs and mirror fields form a 

pleasing cameo contrast (though not marked as such on the holder; 
this specimen may have been submitted for grading purposes before 
PCGS began the “CAM” designation). A tiny toning fleck is noted 
on Miss Liberty’s cheek. One of only 450 Proofs of the date struck; 


only the 1914 Proof Barber dune has a lower production figure (425 
coins) than the present date. Definitely possessed of all the qualities 
necessary to live up to its gem Proof designation. 

Proof Mintage: 450. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Impressive MS-66 1921-D Dime 



379 1921-D MS-66 (NGC). Sharply struck and frosty. Intermingled 

pearl gray and gold toning, with some wisps and blushes of na\ty 
blue. Nice in every way. The 1921-D is a key issue in all grades, and 
is especially scarce and desirable at the MS-66 level. The specialist 
would probably have to search long and hard to find another ex- 
ample of such outstanding quality. 

NGC Census: 21; 1 finer (MS-67). 


Gem 1923-S Dime 



380 1923-S MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous and mostly brilliant with hints 

of pale blue, and scattered flecks of golden brown on the central 
obverse. The reverse has soft rose highlights. Well struck, with most 
of the much desired splitting visible between the reverse bands, 
though it’s just short of complete. 


Ultimate 1942 Proof Dime 

Tied as Finest Certified by NGC 



381 1942 Proof-68 (NGC). A splendid example, virtually as nice as 

the day it was made. The obverse has vivid pink and navy blue ton- 
ing. The reverse is essentially brilliant. Although 22,329 Proofs were 
coined during the year, only a tiny proportion of the total can match 
the pinnacle of quality offered here. A prize for the numismatic per- 
fectionist. 

NGC Census: 47; none finer. 
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TWENTY-CENT PIECES 

A “double dime" was first suggested by Thomas Jefferson in 1791 
as a deiiomination more iti keeping with the decimal system than a 
fractional “quarter dollar." The denomination would not be issued 
until the 1870s, and it would not meet with success in commerce. 
Interestingly, neither of the two pieces to follow are from the most 
common 1875-S issue. The 1875-CC and 1876 issues are both sig- 
nificant rarities in Mint State, as here offered, with the 1875-CC 
specimen ranking among the very finest known. 

Frosty Gem 1875-CC 200 


382 1875-CC MS-66 (NGC). Frosty silver gray surfaces boast superb 

cartwheel lustre. The fields are imniaculate, as free from marks as 
any of this issue, with only a tiny abrasion over the eagle's head noted 
under extreme magnified scrutiny. Some typical softness of strike is 
noted at the central reverse, a few tiny specks under the left side of 
Liberty’s rock. A collector of this enigmatic and short-lived series, 
even with patient waiung, would find it difficult to ever improve 
upon this specimen - a specialist in the issues of Carson City will 
likewise be enchanted with this exceptionally preserved and very 
attractive example. 

NGC Cemu^: 4; none finer. 

Choice Uncirculated 1876 20^ 



383 1876 MS-64 (NGC). A bright and lustrous example of the date, 

boldly struck and aesthetically appealing. One of 14,640 circulation 
strikes of the date. Definitely choice for the assigned grade. 


QUARTER DOLLARS 

Our selection of quarter dollars is replete with rarities and pieces 
in superlative quality. The classic 1796 issue, a one year design type 
and the first year of issue, is always in demand in any grade but espe- 
cially so when the piece in question is AU-58! Liberty Seated spe- 
cialists will enjoy the many significant specimens herein: a gem 1842 
Large Date, the rare 1853 No Arrows in impressive MS-67 quality, 
1857 and 1879 in excellent condition, in addition to an extensive 
choice of Proofs, highlighted by a truly splendid 1874 Arrows. Proof 
Barber quarters from the Breck Collection are of uniform high qual- 
ity, both aesthetically and technically, and another group of Proofs 
(new to the marketplace after decades!) joins the Breck pieces to make 
for a memorable event. Indeed, if Proof Barber quarters are an inter- 
est this section could be the stuff dreams are made of. Scarce dates in 
the other two 20th century series - Standing Liberty and Washing- 
ton designs - arc also of significant interest. 
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Popular 1796 Quarter Dollar Rarity 
First of the Denomination 
Only Issue of the Design Type 



(2x photo) 


384 1796Browning'-2. Rarity-3. AU-58 (NGC). Medium steel gray 
with lilac overtones. A pleasing example of this rare and popular 
issue, with the only blemishes of note being mint-caused planchet 
adjustment marks that run diagonally from the rim at 5:00 upward 
across Liberty’s portrait (see photo above). A touch of reverse strik- 
ing weakness is seen, as is nearly always the case with the quarter 
dollars of 1796, The only appearance of the Draped Bust obverse 
coupled with the Small Eagle reverse in the denomination; quarter 
dollar production was halted in 1796, and when next the denomi- 
nation was produced, in 1804, the Small Eagle reverse had been 
replaced by the Heraldic Eagle (also called “Large Eagle”) design 
type. A date that is always in demand as much for its one-year-only 
type status as for its inherently attractive design. A very desirable 
coin in a rarely seen state of preservation, and a significant opportu- 
nity^ for those who have patiently awaited their chance to purchase 
such a nice specimen of the issue. 


Lustrous 1806 Quarter 



385 1806 B-3. Rarity- 1. AU-50 (NGC). Pale silver gray with light 

toning around devices and lots of satiny peripheral lustre for the 
assigned grade. Liberty^’s hair and the eagle’s head and neck are softly 
struck, but the eye appeal remains very good with only some insig- 
nificant hairlines to note. An ideal coin for a type collector. 


Lustrous 1818 Quarter 



386 1818 B-4. Rarity-1. MS-64 (NGC). Very attractive pewter gray 

with a pale violet tone, rich golden peripheries alive with cartwheel 
lustre. Choice eye appeal with no marks of consequence, an ideal 
type coin. Early quarters are among the least collected of early type 
coins; perhaps this specimen will allow a new specialist to embark 
on this interesting series. 


Brilliant and Frosty 1837 25y 



387 1837 B-1. Rarity-2. MS-64 (PCGS). Attractive cartwheel lustre 

on frosty^ silver gray surfaces. Very subtle obverse toning, pleasing 
eye appeal, sharp central strike with minor Hatness in upper star^. 
Spidery die crack from star 1 to star 12 along base of bust, another 
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[hrough S TAT hS l iny planchet void above hair is of no conse- 
quenec. a single tiny nick in left obverse field is noted for accuracy. 
A beautiful t\*pc coin, ideal for a carefully assembled set. 


Desirable MS-64 1841 250 



388 1841 MS-64 (NGC) . Warm steel gray tomng with pale champagne 

highlights. The devices are frost\^ and the fields are satiny. Most of 
the eagle’s plumage and claw details are sharp, although a few of the 
obverse stars show striking softness at their centers. Despite a mint- 
age of 12(),()()0 pieces, the 1841 is scarce in all grades, and is genu- 
inely rare at the MS-64 level; a claim amply supported by the NGC 
population data listed below. Worth a generous bid from the collec- 
tor who appreciates important condition rarities. 

NGC Census: 9; 4 finer (MS-65 finest). 


Gem MS-65 1842 250 Rarity 

Tied as Finest Certified by NGC 



389 1842 Large Date. MS-65 (NGC). A delightful gem, and easily 

one of the finest extant examples of the variety. The eagle’s feathers 
and claws are sharp, and Miss Liberty’s hair and drapery details are 
bold. Only a few of the obverse stars show striking softness at their 
centers. The central areas exhibit splendid coppery gold and lilac 
toning, chanpng to electric blue at the borders. An important con- 
dition rarity, this is certainly one the finest examples we’ve ever 
seen, or could ever hope to sec. 

NCR' Census: 2; none finer 


Important 1853 No Arrows 250 
A Classic Rarity 



(2x photo) 



WM 




1 


390 1853 No Arrows. MS-67 (NGC). Satiny pale champagne surfaces 

display strong lustre and exquisite aesthetic appeal. A sharply struck 
gem, with even the tiniest design elements crisp and sharp. Boldly 
repunched 3 in date, a definitive diagnostic for this rarity. Of the 
44,200 examples of the date struck for circulation, it is presumed by 
today’s collecting community^ that much of that mintage was melted 
later in the year when the new tenor coinage with arrows at date 
was produced in huge quantities (over 15 million examples for in- 
stance from Philadelphia alone). Surviving specimens of this rarity’ 
are more apt to be well-circulated and Uncirculated specimens are 
available only seldom in the numismatic marketplace. The offering 
of the present coin affords an important opportunity for advanced 
Liberty Seated quarter dollar specialists, as well as those who desire 
fine coins for their ty’pe collection. The present coin is the only 
MS-67 certified by NGC, with just one other specimen receiving a 
finer grade from that organization. Rarity^ quality’, beauty — they all 
make their appearance in the present lot. An important specimen of 
this underappreciated rarity’. 

NGC Census: 1; 1 finer {MS-68). 



391 1853 Arrows and Rays. MS-61 (NGC). Fully lustrous. Pearl gray 

toning at the centers changes to golden brown and naw blue pe- 
ripherally. Sharply struck with each of the obverse stars showing its 
divisions. The eagle’s feathers and claw’S are boldly defined, and Miss 
Liberty’s hair and drapery details show’ strong definition. The 1853 
Arrow’s and Rays owes its popularity and value largely to its status as 
a one-year design ty’pe; it is the only issue in the Liberty’ Seated quarter 
scries that features a glory or sunburst on the reverse. 
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Exquisite MS-66 1857 250 



(2x photo) 











392 1857 MS-66 (PCGS). A splendid steel gray example exhibiting 

hints of golden brown. The devices are frosty and the fields are sat- 
iny The strike is typical with minor softness noted at Miss Liberty’s 
forehead and the eagle’s right (viewer’s left) thigh. Magnification 
reveals some faint die polish lines in the fields, as made. Certainly 
one of the finest extant examples of the date, and also a delight from 
the aesthetic perspective. Despite a generous mintage of 9, 644, 000 
pieces, proportionately very few gem-quality survivors are known; 
something attested by the PCGS population date below. Worth a 
generous bid. 

PCGS Population: 25; 1 finer (MS-67). 


Gem Proof 1871 Quarter Dollar 

None Graded Finer by PCGS 



394 1871 Proof-66 (PCGS). A splash of bright silver at the centers 

gives way to deepening tones of lilac, gunmetal-blue, and sea green 
toward the rims. A distinct cameo contrast is present, although at 
the time of issuance of this “first generation” PCGS holder, the 
“cameo” designation was not in use. Among the finest knowm sur- 
vivors from a Proof mintage of 960 pieces for the date. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer within the grade designation.. 


Choice Mint State 1872 250 



395 1872 MS-64 (NGC). Lively cartwheel lustre and some reflectivity 

in the fields, deep gray toning with pale green and gold highhghts 
on the reverse. The reverse is exceptionally lustrous for the grade. 
Very well struck, free of significant marks, dies clashed with the 
shield boldly impressed over the eagle’s shoulder. Attractive and ready 
to stand tall in a connoisseur's cabinet. 

NGC Census: 7, 3 finer (MS-66 finest). 


Gem Cameo Proof 1867 Quarter 



393 1867 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Frosty pale golden central motifs 

sit serenely at the centers of concentric rings of gold, violet, and 
electric blue. Sharply struck and alive with cameo contrast. Among 
the finest survivors from a Proof mintage for the date of 625 pieces; 
PCGS has certified just two specimens at the assigned grade, with 
only one example given a finer grade by that organization. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-66 CAM 
finest). 



1873 Arrows. MS-63 (NGC). A satiny dehght. Intense cartwheel 
lustre graces both sides. The obverse is richly toned in pale violet, 
rose, and gold, with the reverse toning leaning more toward electric 
blue, rose, and gold. Choice for the grade. 
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Finest Certified 1874 Arrows 250 Proof 


397 1874 Arrows. Proof-67 (NGC). Boldly frosted central obverse 

device is framed in beautiful rose and pale blue toning, the reverse is 
an even shade of sea green. Deeply reflective mirrors on both sides, 
essentially pristine as the grade indicates. Some minor spots are noted 
near star 12 and 13 but they make no significant impact on the vi- 
sual appeal. An exceptionally attractive specimen of this two-year 
type, one of only 700 Proofs struck, worthy of a strong bid. 

NGC Census: 6; none finer. 

Stunning MS-67 1879 250 


398 1879 MS-67 (PCGS). Fully brilliant. The devices are sharp and 

trosty and the fields have a texture intermediate between satiny and 
prooHike. Virtually as mce as the day it was made, and clearly treated 
with great care by its several generations of owners. The 1879 is 


particularly popular due to its tiny mintage ofjusr 14,700 pieces. 
Survivors are eagerly sought in all grades, and gem-quality examples 
will always have a welcome home in the cabinets of advanced spe- 
cialists. 

PCGS Population: 23; 1 finer (MS-68). 

Gem Proof 1883 Quarter 

None Graded Finer by PCGS 


399 1883 Proof-67 (PCGS). Faint lilac and rich electric blue irides- 

cence on satiny golden gray motifs and matching mirror fields. An 
impressive gem Proof quarter dollar in all regards. One single glance 
and the word “superb” will no doubt pop to mind. Put a glass to 
this beautiful gem, and your first impression is not revised. Further, 
no examples of the date have been certified finer by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 6; none finer within the designated grade. 


400 1883 Proof-65 CAM (NGC). Frosty pale lilac central devices stand 

out boldly from deeply mirrored golden gray fields. Generous 
amounts of electric blue and pale violet shimmer gracefully in the 
recessed areas. 
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Gem Proof 1883 Quarter 



401 1883 Proof-65. Pale champagne highlights grace lightly frosted 

motifs and mirrored fields. A sharp and appealing gem in all re- 
spects. 


Glittering Proof-66 1885 250 



402 1885 Proof-66 (NGC). Brilliant surfaces exhibit just a whisper of 

champagne iridescence. Here is a blazing gem having sharp frosty 
design features which contrast boldly with the mirror fields. Cer- 
tainly one of the finest survivors from the original Proof mintage of 
just 930 pieces. 

The 1885 is another low nuntage date in the quarter dollar series; a mere 
14,530 were coined during the year, a figure which includes business strikes as 
well as Proofs 

Gem Uncirculated 1887 Quarter 



403 1887 MS-66 (PCGS). Frosty pale golden surfaces display a whis- 

per of pale sky blue. A satiny gem survivor from a mintage of just 
10,000 circulation strikes of the date. Nicely struck save for a few 
obverse stars. Somewhat prooflike in the fields, as are many of the 
circulation strikes of the date. Only four 1887 quarters have received 
finer grades from PCGS, making the present gem coin all the more 
enticing to those who seek a quality example of the date. 

PCGS Population: 16; 4 finer witlnn the grade designation (MS-67 finest). 



404 1889 MS-65 (PCGS). A frosty gem with rich gold and pastel high- 

lights on satiny, matte-like surfaces. One of 1 2,000 circulation strikes 
of the date produced (the quarter dollar issues of 1879-89 all had 
low circulation strike mintages owing to the production of immense 
quantities of Morgan dollars during those years, as mandated by law). 
Pretty and elusive, and actually “pretty elusive” (pardon the pun) 
among late-date Liberty Seated quarter issues. 


Gem Mint State 1892-S 250 

Scarce Type I Reverse 



405 1892-S MS-65 (PCGS). A satiny, lustrous gem with mingled pale 

gold, sky blue, and rose iridescence on the obverse; the reverse is 
somewhat prooflike and bears a touch less toning. Type I reverse, 
entire right side of E in UNITED uncovered by eagle’s wing rip (on 
the vastly more connnon Type II reverse, the wing tip covers nearly 
the entire E, with no visible trace of the middle crossbar and serifof 
that letter). Among the finest examples of the date certified by PCGS; 
only two examples have been certified finer by that organization. 
One to make the Barber quarter specialists sit up and take notice! 

PCGS Population: 7; 2 finer within the grade designation (MS-67 finest). 
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Superb Gem Proof Cameo 1893 Quarter 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 



406 1893 Proof-67 CAM (PCGS). A stunning gem cameo Proof quar- 

ter dollar from the second year of the design type. Heavily frosted 
motifs seem to be suspended in midair above the deep and languid 
mirror fields that surround them. Essentially as nice as a quarter 
dollar of the date comes; PCGS has certified a Proof of the date as 
Proof-67 DCAM, but no others have attained a Proof-67 rating of 
any designation. You probably won't find finer quality than the 
present coin regardless of how hard you search, so don't hesitate to 
bid heartily when this beauty' makes a play for your bidding atten- 
tion! 

PCGS Population: 7; none finer at any grade designation. 

The mintages of ProofBarber quarters are mostly between 700 and 900 pieces 
annually early in the series, with the later dates from 1906 to 1915 enjoying slightly 
lower average mintages. Of those mintages, few specimens remain preserved as 
nice as the ones that are offered m this and the coming lots. If ProofBarber quar- 
ters (or half dollars) are your interest, the lots in this sale deserv'e careftil attention. 


Gem Cameo Proof 1893 Barber 250 



407 1893 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). A visually stunning carnco gern 

Proof The heavily frosted motifs stand out in stark contrast to the 
deep mirror fields, all of which exhibit a touch of pale champagne 
toning. A delight to behold, and undoubtedly a coin that would be 
a delight to own as well! One of the 10 finest certified examples 
currently in a PCGS holder, and a worthwhile challenge to your 
bidding acumen. 

PCGS l\>puIation: 3. 7 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 CAM 
finest) 

Froffi the Luther A. Hreck Collection. 



408 1894 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Frosty motifs and mirrored fields 

show a touch of pale rose and gold iridescence. An impressive gem 
cameo ProofBarber quarter in all respects. 

From the Luther A. Brcck Collection. 



409 1894 MS-64 (NGC). Sharply struck and frosty. Pale golden toning 

at the centers deepens to golden brown at the borders. Wisps of 
gunmetal-blue can be seen at the extreme rims. Here is a lovely 
specimen suitable for inclusion in either an outstanding date collec- 
tion or 19th-century type set. 


Gem Cameo Proof 1895 Quarter 



410 1895 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). A dusky wisp of pale champagne 

graces both sides of this attractive gem ProofBarber quarter. The 
cameo contrast is light but apparent on the obverse, with much 
heavier contrast on the reverse. Only three Proofs of the date have 
received higher grade designations from PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 CAM 
finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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Superb Cameo Proof 1896 Quarter 



411 1896 Proof-68 ULTRA CAM (NGC). A remarkable specimen 

exhibiting intense contrast between boldly frosted de\aces and higlily 
mirrored fields on both sides. Brilliant silver gray, untoned, a re- 
markable high quality example of the issue. A microscopic planchet 
chip under S in PLURIBUS identifies this example. Proof type col- 
lectors who have yet to find a satisfactory Ultra Cameo specimen of 
the Barber quarter design will be pleased to have the opportunity to 
add this com to their cabinet. 

NGC Census: 8; 3 finer (Proof-69 UCAM), 



Superb Cameo Proof 1896 Barber 250 

Finest Graded by NGC 


412 1896 Proof-67 ULTRA CAM (NGC). A blazingly beautiful Proof 

example of the date, one blessed with extraordinary cameo contrast 


and delightful eye appeal. Just a dusting of pale gold greatly enhances 
the overall appeal. The fmest certified example of the date yet graded by 
NGC, which speaks volumes about the beauty of the present com. 
If you are enthralled by fmest knoim examples of U.S. coinage, we 
suggest you bid heartily on the present coin, for you won’t locate a 
finer specimen in a NGC holder, no matter how long and tirelessly 
you search! 

NGC Census: 1; none finer within the grade designation 

From the Luther A. Breck Collectiou. 


Gem 1897-0 Quarter 




413 1897-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Deep smoky grey with highlights of pale 

blue and champagne smoothly blended across the surfaces. The 
underlying lustre presents a pearlescent quality. Sharply struck, wath 
minimal surface marks as expected for the grade. 

PCGS Population: 6; 6 finer (MS-66 finest). 


Splendid Gem Proof 1898 Quarter 



414 1898 Proof-67 ULTRA CAM (NGC) . Even “splendid" barely pays 

proper homage to the quality appearance of this lively, lovely gem 
Proof quarter. The devices are heavily frosted, the fields are deeply 
mirrored, and pale golden iridescence is at home on both sides of the 
coin. Among the fmest graded by NGC. We paint a pretty picture 
here, but it falls far short of the overall impact your eyes experience at 
first sight of this beautiflil tribute to the comer's art. Bid heartily here, 
for you w^oif t be alone in your pursuit of this gem! 

NGC Census: 2; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-6S ULTRA 
CAM finest). 

From The Luther A. Breck Collectiou. 
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Gem Proof 1899 Quarter 



415 1899 Proof-66 (NGC). A splendid gem Proof with intense elec- 

tric blue and pale rose iridescence on the obverse. The reverse springs 
to life with a frosty, pale golden eagle surrounded by intense halos of 
gold, vnolet, and electric blue. The present coin (and many other 
Barber quarters and half dollars in this catalogue) were among the 
holdings of a Philadelphia family, who obtained the coins directly 
from the Mint at time ofissue (see note below). If you enjoy brightly 
toned and strictly original Proof Barber coinage, then beware — this 
one might ‘‘knock your eye out!’’ 

The present com, as well as many of the other splendid high-quality Proof Bar- 
ber quarters and half dollars offered throughout this catalogue were the property of a 
Philadelphia fiimily, and have been pnvately held since the day ofissue. In more 
common parlance, these are “fresh” coins to the numismauc marketplace, coins that 
have literally not seen the light of day from the time they were purchased from the 
Mint until our current consignor presented them to us in early 2003. All coins from 
this collection will be individually designated as such in the pages of our catalogue. 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 



416 1899-0 MS-64. Intermingled golden brown and pewter gray iri- 

descence on frosty surfaces. A typical strike exhibiting minor soft- 
ness at the high points, most prominently at the eagle’s claw^s. Worth 
a generous bid from the Barber coinage collector and the New Or- 
leans Mint specialist alike. 


Lovely Cameo Proof 1900 Quarter 



417 1900 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Fully brilliant on the obverse, pale 

golden highlights on the reverse. A delightflilly impressive gem that 
wall surely appeal to any and all collectors with an eye for quality. 
About as nice as they come for the date; PCGS has graded just two 
examples at a finer level. A pleasing com that will see a spate of 
exciting bidding before it takes its rightful place in an advanced Bar- 
ber quarter cabinet. From the old reverse hub style (see below). 

PCGS PnpuLuion; 2, 2 finer within the grade designation (Jfroof-67 CAM 
finest). 

f rom the old-styie reverse hub, with the tips of the eagle's vvangs even with 
the tops of the E in UNITED and the Elk in AMERICA, A new reverse hub 
appears in use late iii that has the wing tips extending beyond the tops of the 
tited letters in the legend. 

f rom the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Lovely Gem Proof 1900 Barber 25^ 



418 1900 Proof-66 (PCGS). Frosty motifs and deeply mirrored fields 

form a distinctive cameo contract, although such is not noted on 
the PCGS holder. The obverse image of Liberty is brightly bedecked 
in pale blue, lilac, and rose, with bursts of intense golden irides- 
cence at the rims. The reverse is splashed with bursts of bright iri- 
descent gold, lilac, royal blue, and indigo. Simply gorgeous! 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 


Sparkling Gem Cameo Proof 1901 Barber 250 
Tied for Finest Certified by NGC 



419 1901 Proof-67 Cam (NGC). A frosty cameo gem from the first 

year of the 20th century. The motifs stand boldly out from the sur- 
rounding deep mirrors, with a nuance of pale champagne adding 
balance to the overall appearance. From the new obverse hub style 
(see below). One of just three examples of the date certified at the 
designated level, with none graded finer. Choice and desirable, and 
literally as fine as you’ll find in an NGC holder, at least for this date! 

NGC Census: 3; none finer within the grade designation. 

A die artifact that closely resembles the remnants of a former numeral is seen 
in the low er loop of the 9 in the date. 

In 1901, a new obverse hub w'as placed into use for die production, with the 
new hub details only changed in a minor way from the old hub features. The key 
to identification is the inner ribbon at the back of Liberty’s neck. On the old hub 
sty’le, the innermost point of the inner ribbon seems to be slightly longer in ap- 
pearance, w'hile on the new hub ty'pe, as olTered here, the tw'O ribbon tips on the 
innermost ribbon seem to be even in length. Breen makes note ot this tact in his 
Encyclopedia. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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420 1902 Proof-64 CAM (PCGS). Chiefly brilliant with a pale golden 

tint on both sides, and with modest cameo contrast on the obverse 
and heavier contrast present on the reverse. Evidently a difficult date 
to find with any cameo contrast; PCGS has only certified two ex- 
amples of the date at the present grade level, and two examples of 
the date at finer grades. 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 CAM 
finest). 

Fnvn the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Proof 1903 Barber 250 



421 1903 Proof-66 (NGC). Bright and lustrous on the obverse with 

faint golden tones on the reverse. Frosty motifs and mirrored fields. 
From a heavily polished obverse die, with Liberty’s head practically 
“severed” from her neck due to the pohshing (it makes for an in- 
triguing look). On a “cameo scale” of 1 to 10 (with 1 the lowest), 
the present coin is easily a 7 or 8, especially for the date, though the 
cameo contrast is not noted on the holder. A delicate visual morsel 
for an alert Barber quarter enthusiast. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Spectacular MS-66 1903-0 250 


Among the Finest Extant 



422 1903-0 MS-66 (PCGS) . A simply superlative example and a great 

condition rarity at the grade level. Fully lustrous and attractively 
toned in intermingled shades of gold and pewter gray. Hints of blue 
can be seen on the obverse. Most design features are sharp save for 
the eagle’s claws, which are a trifle soft. We expect many generous 
bids from the collector who appreciates Condition Census quahty. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-67). 


Gem Proof 1904 Quarter 



423 1904 Proof-66 (PCGS). Pale champagne highlights on lightly 

frosted motifs and mirrored fields, with a good deal of untoned bril- 
liance at the reverse center. Sharp and pleasing, nearly the epitome 
of Proof Barber quarter quality. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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Exemplary Proof 1905 Quarter 
Among the Finest Known 



(2x photo) 


424 1905 Proof-68 (NGC). Impeccable deep mirrors exhibit lovely 

toning, orange and rose with blue and violet peripheries on the ob- 
verse, brilliant silver gray with subtle peripheral toning on the re- 
verse. A pristine specimen, as sharp and attractive as the day it left 
the Mint, an exceptional specimen of the date and type. Essentially 
flawless and worthy of a place in any fine cabinet. 

NGC Census; 4; none finer. 


Richly Toned 1905 Gem Proof 250 





rims. The motifs are frosty and the fields are mirrored, though NCC 
did not designate this coin as a cameo. 

From the PliihMphia Fafiiily Collection. 


Gem Proof-66 1905 Quarter 



426 1905 Proof-66 (NGC). Essentially brilliant, with just a hint of gold 

iridescence. Sharply struck, with virtually all design features defined 
to full advantage. A mere 727 Proof quarters w'ere coined during 
the year. Not easy to find so nicely preserved. 


Superb Gem Proof 1906 Quarter 
None Graded Finer NGC 



427 1906 Proof-68 (NGC). A superb gem in all respects. The surfaces 

are immaculate, and the eye appeal is extraordinary. The obverse is 
mildly toned in pale electric blue with some mint brilliance at the 
center, w hile the reverse exhibits some mint brilliance in the eagle’s 
plumage. Splashes of rich violet and pale electric blue gather at the 
reverse rim. As fine a Barber quarter of the date that is available to 
today’s collecting community and highly important as such. 

NGC Census: 3; none finer within the grade designation. 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 


425 1905 Proof-67 (NGC). A superlative gem wath enticing bull’s eye 

toning. A trace of mint brilliance at the frosty center gives w\ay to 
concentric halos of gold, violet, and rich electric blue tow'ard the 
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428 1906 Proof-66 (PCGS). Highly lustrous and brilliant, a satiny, re- 

flective gem with strong eye appeal despite an absence of cameo 
contrast. As of April 2003, PCGS had certified 192 Proof 1906 quar- 
ters in all grades. Of those 192 pieces, only three were called cameo; 
the point here is that virtually all 1906 Barber quarters are similar to 
the present coin, though not in quality. The present com is pleasing 
in all respects, and well worth a serious bid from an active Barber 
quarter enthusiast. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Impressive Gem Proof 1907 Barber 25^ 

A Delightful Cameo Rarity 


431 1907-0 MS-66 (NGC). Fully lustrous and mostly pewter gray with 

blushes of golden brown and splashes of russet toning. Despite a 
generous mintage of 4,560,000 pieces, only a few survivors of such 
outstanding quality have come down to the current generation of 
numismatists; a claim that is amply supported by the NGC popula- 
tion data reported below. Worth a strong bid. 

NGC Census: 5; 1 finer (MS-68). 

Lovely Gem Proof 1908 Quarter 


429 1907 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Repunched 7 in date, Breen-4188. 

Barber’s austere portrait of Liberty stands out in frosted grandeur 
from the deep mirror background on the obverse, while the frosty 
bald eagle on the reverse makes its own presence felt in no shy terms. 
A lovely example of the date, and a rarity with cameo contrast; PCGS 
has graded just 16 Proofs of the date with a cameo designation, and 
only two of those are graded finer than the present coin. “Regular” 
Proofs of the date outnumber the cameo Proofs eight to one in the 
PCGS Population Report! Our opinion: another worthwhile gem 
Proof Barber quarter that will see spirited bidding. 

PCGS Population: 6; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 CAM 
finest). 

Proof Mintage: 575, the lowest in the series to this date, and sixth lowest 
overall. 

Breen-4188. “1907 Repunched 7. Proofs only. Presently rare.” On the present 
specimen, a die artifact is seen in the lower loop of the 9, and there is definite 
repunching at the top of the 7. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


430 1907 Proof-65 (NGC). A splendid gem cameo Proof Barber quar- 

ter, though such is not noted on the NGC holder. The frosty motifs 
are splashed with intense shades of pale violet, blue, and bright gold, 
while the mirrored fields are chiefly deep gunmetal-blue. An ex- 
quisite coin with great aesthetic appeal. 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 


433 1908 Proof-64 (PCGS). Deep and even gold and rose toning on 

reflective surfaces. Conservatively graded (in our opinion), certainly 


432 


1908 Proof-67 (PCGS). An exquisite gem Proof with deep cameo 
contrast, though the hvely iridescent toning perhaps made PCGS over- 
look that fact. Intense electric blue and rose iridescence graces the frosty 
portrait of Liberty on the obverse, while the deeply mirrored fields are 
deep blue and gold. On the reverse, the frosty American eagle mouf is 
riclily toned in iridescent rose and electric blue, with lively splashes of 
both at the rims. An impressive gem in all respects. 

PCGS Population: 9; 5 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68). 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 


Brilliant Gem Proof 1906 Quarter 


Impressive MS-66 1907-0 Quarter 

Only One Certified Finer by NGC 
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choice tor the assigned grade. Rcpunched date (see below). One of 
545 Proofs of the date produced, the fourth lowest production fig- 
ure of all Proof Barber L^uarter dates. A prize that should not be 
overlooked simply because it’s “just” Proof-64. 

Dffinue evidence of R'punching seen at the bottoms of the 1 and 9, and within 
the loops of the b. 

From the Luther A. Brcck Collection. 


Extraordinary Proof 1909 Barber Quarter 

None Certified Finer by NGC 



434 1909 Proof-68 (NGC). A lovely gem Proof Barber quarter of un- 

questionable beauty. Faint rose iridescence at the obverse center gives 
way to sky blue iridescence on Miss Liberty’s frosty portrait. Splashes 
of rich gold enhance the deeply mirrored obverse field. On the re- 
verse, a fiery display of bright orange -go Id, and electric blue graces 
the frosty eagle motif and deep mirror that surrounds it. No examples 
of the date have received a finer designation from NGC. An extraor- 
dinarily beautiful coin that will see extraordinary" bidder support. 

NGC Census: 7; none graded finer within the grade designation. 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 


Superlative Gem Proof 1910 Quarter 

A Dynamic Cameo 



435 1910 Proof-68 Cameo (ICG). A superlative gem Ffroof Barber 

quarter that w'ould probably garner the same grade from atiy grad- 
ing service. Heavily frosted motifs and richly reflective mirror fields 
form a strong and irresistible cameo contrast. Lively golden lustre 
dances at the rims, adding a colorful charm to an already gorgeous 
coin The present coin defines true gem quality, so bid confidently! 


Cameo Gem Proof 1910 Barber Quarter 



436 1910 Proof-66 CAM (NGC)* Largely brilliant save for a faint halo 

of gold at the rims and a nuance of toning on the reverse devices. 
The frosty motifs make a lovely contrasting statement with the mir- 
rored fields. Scarce so fine, and certain to draw its fair share ofbid- 
ding attention wTen it is offered to a new generation of enthusiastic 
bidders. 

From the Luther A, Breck Collection. 


Impressive Cameo Proof 1911 Quarter 



437 1911 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Simply gorgeous. Heavily frosted 

design elements and deeply mirrored fields show warm golden high- 
lights. One of 543 Proofs of the date struck, the third lowest Proof 
mintage figure in the series. About as pretty as a Barber quarter gets, 
and among the finest examples of the date certified by PCGS (two 
factors that don’t always go together). A quick note regarding this 
specimen: a non-iiumismatic employee of the firm just walked into 
my (FW) office, saw the coin, picked it up and exclaimed “what a 
beautiful coin!” There you have it folks, a totally unsolicited com- 
ment that pretty much sums up the overall appeal of the present 
Barber quarter. 

PCGS Population: 3; 5 finer within the grade designation (Proof-bS CAM 
finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Proof 1912 Barber 250 



438 1912 Proof-66 (NGC). Pale lilac and bright gold wath intense vio- 

let highlights in the protected areas. Frosted motifs and mirrored 
fields form a pleasing cameo contrast, though such is not noted on 
the NGC holder. A faint hairline on Miss Liberty's cheek is \tirtu- 
ally all that stands between the assigned grade and one much higher. 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 
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Superb Gem Proof 1913 Barber 25fi 



439 1913 Proof-68 (NGC). Another splendid cameo Proof Barber 

quarter that failed to gain said designation from NGC. Splashes of 
pale lilac, rose, sky blue, and gold adorn both sides. Another lovely 
coin with the exquisite toning that is a hallmark of the many gems 
from the Philadelphia Family Collection, For the record, NGC has 
certified just one example of this date at a finer grade level. 

NGC Census: 4; 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-69). 

From the Pltiladelpltia Family Collection, 

Lively Gem Cameo Proof 1913 Quarter 



440 1913 Proof-66 CAM (NGC). Heavy frost, deep mirrors, and a 

whisper of golden toning are the order of the day for this impressive 
gem Proof quarter. One ofjust a half dozen Proofs of the date called 
Proof-66 CAM or finer by NGC. A beautiful coin from the wan- 
ing years of the series, an engaging gem that will undoubtedly see 
strong bidder support. 

NGC Census: 2, 4 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 CAM fin- 
est). 

From the Luther A, Breck Collection. 


Splendid Gem Proof 1914 Quarter 

Only 380 Pieces Struck 



441 1914 Proof-67 ☆ (NGC). Yet another Proof Barber quarter from 

the Philadelphia Family Collection that is fully cameo in appear- 
ance yet not designated as such on the holder. As with many other 
splendid ProofBarber quarters from this collection, the present com 
is splashed with rich shades of violet, rose, gold, and fiery orange. 
An extraordinary coin, both physically and aesthetically. 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 


Important Gem Proof 1914 Barber Quarter 

Lowest Proof 250 Mintage Since 1864 



442 1914 Proof-67 (NGC). Largely brilliant with some faint gold at 

the rims. A tiny toning mark at Liberty's jawlmc is noted for 
accuracy's sake. The devices are moderately frosty and the mirrors 
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that surround them arc deep; perhaps a touch more frost and this 
one would have been called “CAM.'’ One of only 380 Proofs of the 
date struck » the lowest Proof production figure for any date in the 
senes. Indeed, you have to go well back into the Liberty Seated quar- 
ter series, to the Ci\il War in fict, to find a date with a smaller Proof 
mintage! An exciting opportunity for Barber quarter collectors and 
for those who simply appreciate rare coins in rare grades. 

NGC Census: 7; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Another Gem Proof 1914 Quarter 



443 1914 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). A blush of faiiu gold adorns the 

lightly frosted design elements and mirrored fields of this attractive 
gem cameo Proof One of the three finest examples of the date cer- 
tified by PCGS, and one glance tells the viewer why. A final oppor- 
tunity to bid for a rare issue — m case you missed out on the preced- 
ing lots! 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 CAM 
finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Lovely Gem Proof 1915 Barber 250 


Low Mintage 



444 1915 Proof-67 (NGC). Modest cameo contrast noted between the 

frosted motifs and mirrored fields. Lively lilac, sky blue, and gold 
toning enhances both sides, while some original mint brilliance can 
be seen on the reverse. Only 450 pieces were struck, the second 
lowest Proot mintage in the series. 

[ rom the I^iladclphui tuimily Collection. 



445 1917 Type I. MS-66 FH (ICG). A frosty, satiny gem with ex- 

plosive lustre and a nuance of pale champagne on matte-like sur- 
faces. Sharp and appealing, and every bit the gem the holder de- 
clares it to be. 


446 1917 Type I. MS-65 FH (PCGS). A frosty, satiny, brilliant gem 

with a touch of pale golden toning. Sharp and appealing, as should 
be expected for the assigned grade. 


447 1917-D Type I. MS-65 FH (PCGS). Brilliant silver and highly 

lustrous. A premium quality piece with the only noteworthy marks 
being positioned such that they are barely visible upon first inspec- 
tion. A very attractive example to represent the date or type. 


448 1918-S MS-63 FH (NGC). Warm intermingled pewter gray and 
golden brown iridescence on frosty surfaces. Quite scarce in Uncir- 
culated grade in comparison with many other issues in the Standing 
Liberty series, especially those coined after 1923. 

449 1920 MS-66 (ICG). A satiny, lustrous beauty, definitely of gem 
quality and eye appeal. Nicely struck as well, and not far from a 
“FH” designation overall. 



450 1930 MS-66 FH (PCGS). Frosty and warmly toned in mottled 

shades of pew ter gray and coppery gold. An impressive example 
coined during the final year of the Standing Liberty design type. 
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451 1930 MS-66 (PCGS). Fully brilliant and highly lustrous, and not 

for from a '‘FH” designation where strike is concerned. 


HALF DOLLARS 



452 193 0-S MS-66 FH (ICG). An incredibly lustrous and fully bril- 

liant gem with exquisite eye appeal and an impeccable strike. A pleas- 
ing coin that definitely holds up well to the expectations of the as- 
signed grade. 


Desirable 1932-S Washington 250 

Important Key issue 



453 1932-S MS-64. (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. A delightful ex- 

ample having a great deal of aesthetic appeal. The 1932-S has en- 
joyed the status of being a key issue for decades, sharing the honor 
with few other Washington quarters except for the 1932-D until 
recent years. 

Although the 1932-S reigns high amongst the most desirable Washington quar- 
ter issues, It now has to vie for attention with a covey of formerly obscure doubled 
die varieties coined in the 1930s and 1940s which have emerged, only in recent 
years, into the spotlight of public acclaim and popularity. 



454 1932-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and very lustrous. Close inspec- 

tion reveals heavy die polishing lines over much of the surface, as 
made. 



455 1932-S MS-63 (PCGS). Mottled soft steel gray toning over the 

lustrous surfaces. Another example of this popular date. 


Beginning with three choice specimens dated 1795, the half dol- 
lars to follow arc some of the most desirable pieces of this popular 
denomination a collector could ever hope to own. The early halves 
are replete with interesting varieties and Condition Census speci- 
mens, like the second finest known 1795 0-126 ‘'Small Head” and a 
1806 0-1 16 far finer than anything seen by Overton. Liberty Seated 
halves include memorable specimens in circulation strike and Proof 
format, the former including the fascinating 1844-0 Doubled Date 
variety, the fittest 1873-CC half dollar in existence, a coin once in the 
Garrett Collection, and a similarly spectacular 1878-CC in gem qual- 
ity. The many fine Proof Liberty Seated half dollars are joined by 
superb Proofs of the Barber type from the Luther Breck collection, 
the Philadelphia Family collection, and other consignments. We are 
excited to be selling so many fine half dollars in one place - and we 
are sure that bidders will be equally excited to have the chance to 
obtain coins of this quality for their collections! 


Choice VF 1795 0-105 



456 1795 Overton-105. Rarity-4. VF-35. Deep pewaer gray with sil- 

ver gray devices and subtle violet and gold higlilights in the fields. 
Excellent eye appeal, intermediate die state with crack through star 
1 5 and delicate cracks comiecting stars but no sign of the crack from 
B to head. Two small digs near star 13, another below T of LIB- 
ERTY in field, minor inborn roughness over ICA, natural rim flaw^ 
over BE of LIBERTY. An excellent example of this die marriage, a 
splendid looking coin for the grade. 


Condition Census 1795 Recut Date 500 

Overton-112 



457 1795 0-112. Rarity-4. Rccut Date. EF-45 (NGC). ILich pew- 

ter gray with subtle gold and violet highlights and frosw lustre in 
protected areas. One of the most attractive examples of this popular 
variety around, and one of the sharpest, with no distracting adjust- 
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incuts marks as seen on many of the ‘Tmer” specimens of this die 
riurnage. Far sharper than the Overton plate, only inconsequential 
handling marks, a choice example. The Lord St. Oswald piece is far 
and away the finest, a few AU specimens are known including sev- 
eral (like Eliasberg) with significant adjustment marks, but choice 
EF specimens are indeed rare. The date recutting is bold, sound 
central strike, late die state with advanced crack at upper obverse, 
but the recutting at BE is still plain. This coin would be an easy 
highlight in a specialized collection of early halves. 

NGC Census for the 1795/1795 0-112: 1; I finer (AU-58). 


Classic 1795 ‘‘Small Head’’ 500 

Second Finest Known 



sembles the head on the 1794 dollar and is very distinctive from 
other 1795 portrait punches. The 0-126, a very scarce die mar- 
riage, is the most frequently encountered of the three but is indeed 
a significant rarity in high grade. One Mint State piece is known, 
once in the Hawn collection, but after this specimen the CC quickly 
slides toward low-end VF and Fine coins. This specimen exhibits 
immaculate fields, some microscopic roughness in the central ob- 
verse device, and very good overall visual appeal. Only a tiny rim 
bruise over OF could be noted as a flaw. An important early half 
dollar, one of the very finest known of a distinctive type that de- 
serves greater recognition. 

From Stack's sale of the Cheek Collection, May 2002, Lot 183. Earlier 
from Stack's sale of the Marvin Taicliert Collection, May 2001, Lot 17. 
Earlier from Kagin's in 1987. 


Frosty Mint State 1806 500 



459 1806 O-109a. Rarity-4. Pointed 6, Stemless. MS-62 (NGC). 

Bright satiny lustre on frosty silver gray surfaces. A suggestion of 
golden toning is noted at stars 9 and 10, scattered tiny contact marks 
account for the assigned grade, good overall eye appeal made even 
better by the superb lustre. A high-grade example of the Pointed 6, 
Stemless type. 


(2.\ photo) 

458 1795 0-126. Rarity-4. Small Head. EF-45. Even pale silver gray 

with subtle golden undertones and abundant mint frost and satiny 
lustre. Probably the second finest known specimen of this impor- 
tant variety, whose narrow head sets it apart from other 1795 variet- 
ies. The so-called “Small Head” obverse was used on Overton-126, 
Overton- 127, and Overton- 128 - in style this portrait most rc- 
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Superb Mint State 1806 0-116 

Condition Census 


Toned Mint State 1806 50^ 


(2x photo) 

461 1806 0-116. Rarity-3. MS-62 (NGC). Lovely golden toning on 

highly lustrous deep gray surfaces. Nice strike and eye appeal sug- 
gesting a higher grade, no significant marks though some minor 
roughness is hidden in the central obverse device. A very attractive 
specimen on all counts. 


(2x photo) 

460 1806 0-116. Rarity-3. Pointed 6, Stems. MS-63 (PCGS). Gem 

quality cartwheel lustre and exceptionally attractive toning in shades 
of gold, blue-green, and amber. A frosty delight, boldly struck with 
full feathers on the eagle’s neck and excellent detail in Liberty’s hair. 
Free of significant marks, with only an abrasion at the drapery hne 
and a nick between stars 11 and 12 noted for identification of this 
Condition Census specimen. Finer than the Ehasberg coin, the best 
offered in recent years, and head and shoulders above the finest 
known to Overton and Parsley at the time of the Third Edition, 
which was a mere EF. This example has eye appeal far above its 
assigned grade and could be the finest known of the variety. 
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Deeply Toned 1807 Draped Bust 50y 


(2x photo) 


462 1807 0-105. Rarit> -2. Draped Bust. MS-62 (NGC). Rich rose 

and gold centers yield to pale blue peripheries with bold cartwheel 
lustre throughout. Boldly struck on both sides, scattered minor con- 
tact points include a dull horizontal nick on Liberty’s neck and a 
short scratch at the upper left corner of the shield, significant clash 
marks visible on both sides. The last year of the design t^pe in this 
series, though half cents used the Draped Bust design into 1808. 
The present example has visual appeal beyond its assigned grade and 
would suit a picky collector. 



463 1807 0-106. Rarity-3. Draped Bust. EF-45 (NGC). Appealing 

deep golden gray with olive-gray framing the obverse inside the nm, 
Choice for the grade with only one nick hidden in the clouds catch- 
ing the eye under scrutiny. A very nice type coin. 



464 1820/19 0-102. Rarity-1. MS-60 (NGC). Mottled dusky gray 

and gold with better lustre than the assigned grade would indicate. 
Many scattered contact points, but an appealing example of this 
popular overdate. 


Toned Mint State 1829 50^ 



465 1829 0-105. Rarity-1. MS-64 (PCGS). Full cartwheel lustre with 

mottled dark silver toning over light silver fields. A frosty specimen 
with a natural appearance, a few light marks m the left obverse are 
insignificant, A nice example of this popular type. 



466 1837 Reeded Edge. MS-62 (PCGS). Dusky^ golden gray with 

full lustre. No serious marks. A desirable specimen. 


Choice Mint State 1839 50^ 



467 1839 Reeded Edge. MS-63 (NGC). Bold cartwheel lustre on 

lightly toned silver gray surfaces which exhibit a hint of gold. Good 
central strike, choice for the grade with e.xceptioiial eye appe.il. A 
fine-looking specimen of this last “Capped Bust" portrait issue. 
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Important 1844/1844-0 Half Dollar 

Spectacular Die Variety 



468 1844/1844-0 FS-001. AU-55 (NGC). Medium silver gray with 

deep gold and electric blue highlights at the rim. Some prooflike 
reflectivity is noted, especially on the reverse. One of the most spec- 
tacular repunched date varieties m all of American numismatics. The 
entire date was first punched too high in the die, the end result show- 
ing a date that seemingly appears to dangle from the rock base above. 
The numerals were only very lightly effaced from the die before 
repunching, so that the errant first date is plainly visible to the un- 
aided eye. One of the most elusive Liberty Seated half dollar variet- 
ies, an issue that is avidly sought in any grade, including coins near 
basal state condition. The present coin is exceeded in grade on the 
NGC Census byjust two examples, both of those at the AU-58 level. 
Some stray marks arc noted, as should be expected for a com that 
spent a modest amount of time in general circulation. However, on 


an elusive variety such as this, such circulation marks are easily and 
willingly forgiven. I3id liberally for this one, as an opportunity to 
obtain an example of this variety in such fine grade may not come 
your way again for a considerable length of time. 

NGC Census: 1 ; 2 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Choice Uncirculated 1853 Arrows & Rays 500 


469 1853 Arrows and Rays. MS-64 (PCGS). Sultry silver gray with 

pale lilac iridescence. Strong underlying mint lustre bolsters the over- 
all appeal of this ever-popular type issue. A sharp and attractive ex- 
ample of the grade and design type. 

Attractive MS-64 1854-0 500 


470 1854-0 Arrows. MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous and attractive with 

most design features showing bold definition. Warm golden gray 
toning enhances the central areas, and wasps and splashes of gun- 
metal-blue ornament the rims. A popular two-year design type that 
always attracts the attention of specialists when high-grade examples 
are available. 

Elusive 1857 Proof 500 


471 1857 Proof-63 (NGC). An appealing specimen exhibiting a pleas- 

ing nuance of golden iridescence. The design features are sharp in- 
cluding the obverse stars. Miss Liberty's hair and drapery details, 
and the eagle’s feathers. The motifs have a satiny texture and fields 
are glittering mirrors, with reflective surfaces showing prominently 
benveen the stripes in the eagle’s shield. Proofs of U.S. coin's dated 
prior to 1858 are almost ahvays rare, and the 1857 half dollar offered 
here is no exception to the rule. Although the Proof mintage for the 
date docs not appear to have been recorded, in all probabilirv' it w as 
no more than a few^ dozen pieces. 
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NliC' C eiiMis. 1 1, IS finer (Proot-67 finest) 

CoiKcriiiiig the ranrv- of Proofs coined prior to 1858, there are a few issues 
\s hich were produced in substantial quantity such as the Gobrecht dollars of 1836 
and 183^) and the 1856 Flying Eagle cent, but few others come to mind. 


Choice Proof 1862 Half Dollar 



472 1862 Proof-64 (PCGS). Light champagne toning on frosty motifs 

and deep mirror fields. Sharply struck and visually enticing. 


Richly Toned 1865 Half Dollar 
Gem Proof 



(2.\ photo) 

473 1865 Proof-65 (PCGS). ILich shades of violet and indigo blend 

with bursts of flint sky blue and mint silver in a dramatic display of 
toning that imparts a feeling of stormy autumn skies. Definitely a 
carnco gem, though the deep and impressive toning is the highlight 
here, (^nc of 500 Proofs struck during this terminal year of the Civil 


War. Only six examples of the date have been certified finer by 
PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 16; 6 finer within the grade designation (Proof-66 finest). 
Proof Mintage: 500. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Uncirculated 1865 Half Dollar 



474 1865 MS-65 (PCGS). A satiny gem. Intense cartwheel radiates 

briskly on frosty^ surfaces. Rich shades of iridescent blue and gold 
adorn the obverse, while the reverse is evenly toned in pale orange 
gold with a whisper of electric blue at the rims. Sharply struck, with 
even the finest details boldly represented. Among the survivors cur- 
rently available to collectors, PCGS has certified just two examples 
of the date at a finer grade. A lovely, lively gem. 

PCGS Population: 11; 2 finer (MS-66). 



475 1871-S MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous golden gray wdth pale sky blue 

and rose iridescence at the rims. 


Lovely MS-64 1873 Half Dollar 

Close 3, No Arrows 



476 1873 No Arrows. Close 3. MS-64. Frosty" and attractively toned 

with golden gray iridescence at the centers changing to golden 
brown, violet, and electric blue at the borders. Virtually all design 
features are sharp, save for a trifle of striking softness at the eagle’s 
right (viewer’s left) claw. 
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Important Gem Mint State 1873-CC No Arrows 50^ 

The Finest Graded by PCGS 

The T, Harrison Garrett Specimen 



477 1873-CC No Arrows. MS-67 (PCGS). A satiny gem of the high- 

est order, sharply struck and lightly graced with a whisper of pale 
golden toning. A lovely coin that has held its grade for decades; 24 
years ago, long before the advent of third-party grading services, 
Q. David Bowers graded the present piece “Choice Brilliant Un- 
circulated, MS-67” when he wrote the catalogue for the Garrett 
Collection (Part I, November 1979, Lot 354). Lo and behold, 
through the ups and downs of numismatics of the past two dozen 
years, this extraordinary coin has held its own. It has not suffered 
from mishandling or dipping, and it is still as lovely to behold as it 
was the first time Mr. Bowers encountered it (or for that matter, 
the first time T. Harrison Garrett cast his gaze upon it!). While 
Mint records reveal a mintage for the issue of 122,500 pieces (com- 
pared to 214,560 of the later style with arrows at date), it is thought 
that much of the mintage was relegated to the mint’s crucibles, 
melted, then turned into the new style with arrows later in the 
year. Perhaps the ultimate Liberty Seated half dollar, or at least a 
coin that has incredibly strong claims to that honor. In the Garrett 



catalogue, Dave Bowers called this coin “unsurpassed in condi- 
tion by auy business strike Liberty Seated half dollar we have ever 
seen of any date or mint. An incredible com.” (The itaheized words 
are from the original description). The present coin easily ranks 
among the finest examples of Liberty Seated coinage of afiy de- 
nomination, and as such takes on a “holy grail” identity all its own, 
especially in today’s numismatic marketplace, where the “set reg- 
istry” phenomenon has become a major reckoning force when 
people purchase coins. One thing is certain regarding the present 
piece; when the dust clears after what will surely be an intense 
bidding scramble for “bragging rights” to this gem, one luck)^ spe- 
cialist will have a coin that may nether take a back scat to any Liberty^ 
Seated half dollar that enters the marketplace. Truly, the finest of 
the fine! 

PCGS Population: 1 ; none finer. 

From Bowers and Ruddy Galleries' sale of the Garrett Collectwn, Part 
/, November 1979, Lot 354. 
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Gem Proof-66 1874 50 ^ 

Tied as Finest NGC-Certified Cameo 



(2x photo) 

478 1874 Arrows. Proof-66 Cameo (NGC). Almost fully brilliant, 

with just a whisper of golden brown and blue at the obverse border. 
The design elements are sharp and frosty and the fields are glittering 
mirrors. The presently offered piece stands at the very pinnacle of 
quality and desirability and is confirmed by the NGC population 
data presented below. 

NCiC Census (cameos only): 2; none finer. 

The 1874 half dollar belongs to a popular two-year design t)'pe having a com- 
bined Proof nuiitage (together with the “Arrow s” 1873) ofjust 1,250 pieces, a tiny 
figure which prevents many collectors from fulfilling aspirations to acquire Proofs 
for inclusion in date and wpe sets. 



Blazing Proof-65 1875 50^ 


479 1875 Proof-65 (NGC), The central areas arc brilliant, deepening 

to golden brown and gumiietal-blue at the borders. Virtually all de- 
sign features show bold definition including Liberty's drapery and 


the eagle’s feathers. Although 700 Proofs were coined during the 
year, only a tiny proportion could match the quality offered here. A 
prize for the connoisseur of quality. 

NGC Census: 18, 13 finer (Proof-68 finest). 


Extraordinary MS-66 1875-S Half Dollar 

Tied as Finest Certified by NGC 



(2x photo) 


480 1875-S MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant, frosty, and sharply struck (save 

for a touch of trifling softness at the centers of a few stars). Out- 
standing from the dual perspectives of technical quality and aesthetic 
appeal. Although the 1875-S is seen with some frequency in MS-60 
and knver grades, it is a true condition rarity at the MS-66 level; 
indeed it ranks among the finest we’ve ever seen or hope to see. 

NGC Census: 8; none finer. 



481 1876-S MS-64 (PCGS). A satiny specimen with rich cartwheel 

lustre that rotates boldly beneath pale gold and skv blue iridescence. 
All attractive com for the grade. Only nine e.xaniples ot this date 
have received finer grades from PCGS 
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Extraordinary Gem Uncirculated 1878-CC SOfzi 
Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 



(2x photo) 


482 1878-CC MS-65 (PCGS). An extraoriiinary Mint State example 

of the final half dollar issue from the Carson City Mint. Just 62,000 
examples of the date were struck, at which time the attention of the 
Carson City Mint was turned to the production of Morgan dollars; 
alas, Carson City never produced a denomination below the dollar 
value again. A satiny gem with intense cartwheel lustre on pale golden 
surfaces; splashes of pale rose and violet iridescence gather at the 
rims. A beautiful coin that is exceeded by no other specimen in the 
PCGS Population Report, with only three peers noted in that listing. 
A classic combination of rarity, beauty, and “set registry” quality. 
Sharply struck. Our advice to you: do not wait for a similar speci- 
men to enter the numismatic marketplace, unless, of course, you 
have infinite patience. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 



483 1879 MS-64 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with brilliant centers that 

give way to rich, deep golden halos at the rims. A sharply struck 
specimen from a circulation strike mintage for the date of 4,800 
pieces, and always desirable in choice Mint State. 


Superb Gem Proof 1881 Half Dollar 

Finest Graded by NGC 



(2.x photo) 


484 1881 Proof-68 (NGC). A superlative gem. One of 975 Proofs of 

the date struck. Pale lilac centers exhibit wisps of iridescent gold, 
while smoky topaz, rose, and electric blue wander outward from 
the centers. The finest 1881 Proof half dollar certified by NGC in 
any grade designation. 

NGC Census: 1; none finer within any grade designation. 
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Pleasing Geni Proof 1882 Half Dollar 



485 1882 Proof-66 (PCGS). Splashes of silver gray and pale electric 

blue mingle on the obverse, while the reverse is richly toned in rose, 
violet, and deep electric blue. The variety (W13-1()2) with the tops 
of two errant 8s in the dentils immediately beneath the date. 

PCGS Population: 14; 2 finer (Proof-67 finest). 


486 1891 MS-64 (PCGS). A lustrous silver gray specimen with pale 

peach, violet, and electric blue toning. A sharp and attractive speci- 
men from the final year of the design type. 

Lovely Gem Proof 1892 Barber 500 


487 1892 Proof-65 (PCGS). A pale golden gem with nice lustre on 

Liberty’s satiny portrait and the reverse eagle, as w^ell as on the pe- 
ripheral designs on both sides. A cameo, though not noted as such 
on the holder. Some minor reverse doubling seen in the legend, 
especially at the denomination. A pretty Proof, a coin possessed ot 
subtle yet forceful beauty'. 

From the Luther A. Brcck Collection. 

Gem Proof-65 1892 500 


488 1 892 Proof-65. A delightful gem having sharp frosty’ devices, blaz- 

ing mirror fields, and pronounced wire rims. The central areas ex- 


hibit rich golden toning changing over to electric blue and violet at 
the borders. An aesthetic treat certain to appeal to even the “fussi- 
est” numismatist. 

Coined during the first year of the Barber design ty’pe; some- 
thing w^hich contributed to the issue’s somew^hat larger than usual 
Proof mintage of 1,245 pieces (a figure that is infinitesimal com- 
pared to Proof mintages commonly seen in modern times). 

Cameo Gem Proof 1893 Half Dollar 


489 1893 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Pale champagne highlights on re- 

flective fields and frosted motifs; Charles Barber's stoic Liberty de- 
sign seems suspended in a sea of pale gold. One of just four ex- 
amples of the date certified by PCGS at the assigned grade level, 
with only one specimen at a finer grade. We predict the quality’ of 
the present coin w’ill favorably affect the level of bidding activity it 
receives. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-b? CAM 
finest). 

The premier date of the design type, 1892, saw a Proof mintage of 1 ,245 pieces, 
a fairly large quantity perhaps precipitated by the advent of a new design type. In 
the following year, 1893, as offered here, the Proof half dollar mintage dropped 
dramatically to 792 pieces (453 coins feti^cr than in 1892), a number which is prob- 
ably more reflective of the true number of interested collectors (or, perhaps, inve.s- 
tors in some cases) doing business with the U.S. Mint. Of course, economic reali- 
ties may have also played a role, as there was a notable downturn or ” 

1893. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Impressive 1895 Gem Proof 500 

Condition Census Cameo 


490 1895 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). A visually and physically impres- 

sive gem Proof example of the date. A w’hisper of pale gold lingers at 
the periphery on the obverse, w’hile a subtly deeper shade of gold 
makes itself at home across the entire reverse. Indeed, the reverse 
cameo contrast is so bold and distinct it presents the appearance ot a 
hologram! Among the four finest examples of the date graded by 
PCGS, and a beauty' in all regards. 

PCGS Population; I; 3 finer within the grade designation (Proot-68 CA.M 
finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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Gem Proof 1896 Half Dollar 



491 1896 Proof-65 (PCGS). Lustrous with a faint blush of pale rose 

on the obverse; the toning is slightly deeper and more apparent on 
the reverse. A deep violet toning spot is noted at the second L in 
DOLLAR. Nice for the grade. 

Fixvn the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Proof 1896 Barber 500 



492 1896 Proof-65 (PCGS). A lovely pale silver gray specimen with 

wisps of lilac, electric blue, and rose on both sides. Somewhat cameo 
in appearance with lightly frosted motifs and reflective fields. 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 


Impeccable Cameo Proof 1897 500 
Heavily Frosted Devices 



(2x photo) 


493 1897 Proof-68 ULTRA CAM. (NGC). Simply put, one of the 

most impressive Barber half dollars we have examined. Heavily 
frosted central devices are bold white islands amidst deeply mirrored 
fields. Brilliant and untoned, fields show no significant marks but a 
microscopic and natural planchet chip near star 7 will identify this 
specimen in the future. A long string of superlatives could be used 
on this coin, but an inspection will save us the trouble - this is one 
of the most heavily mirrored and deeply cameo Barber halves around. 
A world-class Proof type coin collection would be greatly enriched 
with the addition of this piece. 

NGC Census: 6; 1 finer (Proof-69 Ultra Cameo), 
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Superb Proof 1897 Barber 50fi 



(2x photo) 

494 1897 Proof-67 (PCGS). A splendid gem Proof Barber half dollar 

that displays all the earmarks of the Philadelphia Family Collection — 
superb quality, dynamic eye appeal, and delightful toning highlights. 
The present piece is a pleasing cameo, although such is not noted on 
the PCGS holder. Splashes of pale sky blue and electric violet mix 
with pale champagne and generous amounts of original mint bril- 
liance on both sides. 

Frofti the Phihulclpliia Fafnily Collcctiofi. 


Golden Cameo 1897 Barber 500 
Gem Proof-65 



495 1897 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Rich shades of gold tempered with 

rose create an abundance of iridescent contrasts on this delightful 
cameo Proof half dollar. Wlnle the present piece may be considered 
“just” Proof-65 CAM by some, it is worth noting that PCGS has 
only certified four examples of the date in finer grades. (Suddenly, 
this “just” Proof-65 CAM coin takes on new importance!) A Con- 
dition Census example of the date, at least within the “CAM” des- 
ignation. Don’t miss this opportunity to catch a sleeper coin while 
it naps! 

PCGS Population: 3; 4 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 CAM 
finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


1898 Gem Cameo Proof 500 

Among Finest Certified 



496 1898 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Fully brilliant at the obverse cen- 

ter with a halo of rich gold at the rim; the reverse sports an even 
sheen of delightful medium gold. Choice for the grade— in tact, choice 
for the date; PCGS has only certified two examples of the date with a 
finer “CAM” designation, placing this coin firmly in the Condi- 
tion Census. 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


amhric:an numismatic rarities 


103 


Ti II- Classics Sale 


Gem Proof 1899 Barber 500 



(2x photo) 


497 1899 Proof-67 (PCGS). A splendid gem Proof Barber half dollar 

with strong cameo contrast, though this is not noted on the “first 
generation’’ PCGS holder. Mirror fields and frosty motifs exhibit 
splashes of pale lilac and sky blue on the obverse, while the reverse is 
deeply and uniformly toned in lilac-gray with some golden high- 
lights among the eagle’s plumage. A coin whose grade has with- 
stood the test of time: since its encapsulation, PCGS has only seen 
fit to certify two Proofs of the date at a finer grade level, a great track 
record in our opinion. Need we say more? 

PCGS Population: 7; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 finest). 


ity of the present coin. Bid with confidence and you’ll be glad you 
did. 

PCGS Population: 2; 5 finer within the grade designation (Proof-b? CAM 
finest). 

Froifi the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Colorful Gem Proof 1902 Barber 500 



499 1902 Proof-66 (PCGS). Areas of bright mint brilliance mingle 

warmly with intense iridescent violet, rose, and gold highlights. 
Another splendid gem Proof Barber half dollar from the Philadel- 
phia Family Collection, “fresh” and new to the numismatic mar- 
ketplace, and certain to cause a stir when it takes its place on the 
auction block. 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 


Gem Proof 1902 Barber 500 




500 1902 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant centers fade to rich golden iri- 

descence at the rims. Mainly reflective with no real cameo contrast 
on the devices (as is standard for the Proofs of 1902-15; cameos of 
those dates are much rarer than earlier dates). An attractive coin for 
the grade. 

Front the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Proof 1903 Half Dollar 


Gem Proof 1901 Half Dollar 



498 1901 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). Sultry layers of pale gold and rose 

vie for dominance on the lightly frosted motifs and mirror fields of 
this warm and appealing gem Proof Barber half Of the 813 Proofs 
of the date struck, very few survivors can equal the beauty and qual- 


501 1903 Proof-65 (PCGS). A lustrous gem with hints of pale gold on 

both sides. Sharp and attractive with just a touch of cameo contrast 
present on the reverse. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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502 1903 Proof-64 (PCGS). Lively splashes of iridescent violet, sk)^ 

blue, and gold with traces of original mint brilliance. 

From the PliihuMphia Fatnily Collection. 


Delightful Gem Proof 1904 Barber 500 



503 


504 


1904 Proof-66 (PCGS). Underlying smoky gold toning with bursts 
of vivid violet, rose, and sky blue. Another lovely coin that has been 
out of the numismatic marketplace virtually since the day it was pro- 
duced. 

From the Philadelphia Fatnily Collection. 



1904 Proof-64 (PCGS). Splashes of pale rose at the rims surround 
mainly brilliant centers. 

F'rom the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Splendid Gem Proof 1905 Barber 500 



(2.\ photo) 


505 1905 Proof-67 (PCGS). An impressive gem with lightly frosted 

motifs and deeply mirrored fields that approach '‘cameo” in their 
appearance. Autumn shades of vibrant gold, rose, and lilac grace the 
obverse, w'hile the reverse affords an array of rich violet, electric 
blue, and silver. A visually stunning beauty that readily approaches 
finest known quality in all respect. 

PCGS Population: 9; 1 finer within the designation (Proof-68). 


506 


Lively Gem Proof 1905 Barber 500 




1905 Proof-66 (NGC). Lively lustre leaps from hghtly frosted motits 
and deeply mirrored fields, the w^hole surrounded by a pale halo ot 
golden toning. Choice for the grade, and just a modicum ol Irost 
from a cameo designation. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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Gcni Proof 1906 Half Dollar 



507 1906 Proof-66 (PCGS). Sunny shades of gold grace the reflective, 

lustrous surfaces of this no-questions-asked gem Proof Lightly 
frosted on the devices, though not quite enough to warrant a cameo 
designation (of the 221 Proofs of the date certified by PCGS, only 
pieces have received a cameo designation). Choice for the grade. 
FroJiJ the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Proof 1906 Barber 500 




508 1906 Proof-65 (PCGS). A touch of frost on the high points and a 

whisper of pale gold on both sides make for an enticing gem Proof 
From the Luther A. Breck Collectkm. 


Cameo Gem Proof 1907 Half Dollar 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 



509 1907 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Fully brilliant and equally lustrous, 

with a touch of frosty contrast on the devices. Rare as a cameo; of 
the 155 Proofs of the date certified thus far by PCGS (April 2003), 
just four have received the coveted cameo designation. Ofthose four, 
just two have received a Proof-66 CAM designation, the finest grade 
from that grading service. One of 575 Proofs of the date produced, 
the sixth smallest Proof production figure of the design type and 
denomination. If you demand the finest for your collection, this 
coin will fulfill that demand, so please bid accordingly. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer within the grade designation. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


510 


Gem Proof 1908 Barber Half Dollar 



1908 Proof-66 (PCGS). Generous amounts of mint brilliance mix 
with vivid electric blue and gold on the obverse, while the reverse is 
a colorful pastiche of pale violet, blue, gold, sea green, and red-gold. 
Only 545 Proofs of the date were produced, making this the fourth 
lowest Proof mintage of the series. 

Froiii the Philadelphia Family Collection. 



511 1908 Proof-64 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous with some mild re- 

verse cameo contrast. Choice for the grade. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Lovely Gem Proof 1909 Half Dollar 



512 1909 Proof-66 (PCGS). Fully brilliant with a touch of pale gold at 

the rims. Frosty motifs just shy of what PCGS might routinely call 
cameo; the reverse certainly warrants the designation. A pleasing com- 
bination of impressive aesthetic appeal and strong physical quality. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Proof 1909 Barber Half Dollar 



513 1909 Proof-66 (PCGS). Much mint brilliance mingles with vivid 

electric blue, violet, and gold on the obverse, while the reverse ex- 
hibits pale champagne and sk\^ blue highlights. 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection. 
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Splendid 1910 Gem Cameo Proof 500 


514 1910 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Lightly frosted motifs and deep 

silver mirrors imbued with a trace of pale champagne toning. A pleas- 
ing gem Proof Barber half dollar, one of the finest certified examples 
of the date available in a PCGS holder. This date’s Proof mintage, 
551 pieces, is the fifth lowest of the series. Only two Proofs of the 
date have been graded finer by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 CAM 
finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Colicctioti. 

Sparkling Gem Proof 1911 Barber 500 

None Graded Finer by PCGS 


515 1911 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). A sparkling gem Proof Barber half 

dollar of the finest order (at least in the eyes of the graders at PCGS; 
that organization has not certified a finer example of the date). The 
motifs are satiny with a touch of lively golden iridescence, and with 
cameo contrast that ranks with the finest such examples of the de- 
sign type w'here visual appeal is concerned. One of 543 Proofs pro- 
duced of the date, the third low^est Proof production figure in the 
series. You’ll be hard pressed to find a Proof Barber half dollar of any 
date with as much ‘‘pizzazz” as the present coin, so be sure to bid 
accordingly. 

PCGS Population: 6; none finer within the grade designation. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Pleasing Gem 1911 500 



516 1911 MS-65 (NGC). Satiny lustre on silver gray surfaces, framed 

with pleasing coppery tones at the extreme peripheries. Minor planchet 
chip, as struck, at lower neck near star 13, fully struck on both sides, 
excellent eye appeal. A very nice specimen of the date or t\pe. 



517 1912 Proof-64 (PCGS). Largely briUiant with a nuance of pale 

gold at the rims. Frosty motifs and mirror fields form a modest but 
pleasing cameo contrast, though such is not noted on the holder (in 
defense of the coin, w'e have seen coins with less frost called cameo 
on the holder). Visually finer than the assigned grade implies. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Attractive Gem Proof 1913 Half Dollar 


518 1913 Proof-66 (PCGS). A beautiful gem Proof half dollar with 

blazing lustre, frosty motifs, delicate golden lustre, and a great amount 
of aesthetic appeal. Another splendid gem Proof Barber half dollar 
that deserves a “cameo” designation, at least in this WTiter’s (FW) 
opinion; you’ll render the final opinion in this case. A note to our 
bidders: ifyou are in active pursuit of perfection, the present coin is 
not far off the mark! 

A tiny die crack extends upward and downward from the tip of Liberty’s bust. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Proof 1915 Barber 500 

Terminal Date in the Series 



519 1915 Proof-66 (PCGS). Pale golden iridescence on mirror fields 

and lightly frosted motifs. An attractive gem Proof that could easily 
have been designated cameo by PCGS; the contrast is certainly strong 
enough in our opinion. From the last year of Barber half dollar coin- 
age (though dimes and quarters of the same general design tvyie were 
produced in 1916). Only 450 Proofs W'ere issued this year. An entic- 
ing and fitting end to the Proof Barber half dollars from the Luther 
A. Breck Collection. 

ICGS I^opulation: 10; 4 finer within the grade dosignotion (Proot-b** Iine^tL 
From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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Gem Proof 1938 Half Dollar 


520 1938 Proof-67 (PCGS). A highly reflective gem Proof coin with 

rich red-gold toning at the rims, probably imparted by a stay in an 
old-style Wayte Raymond (or similar) coin board. From a Proof 
mintage for the date of 8,152 pieces, a tiny mintage when compared 
to today's huge production figures. 



521 1942-DMS.67 (NGC). Vibrant pastel shades of rose, gold, blue, 

and violet combine in a colorful pastiche on the satiny surfaces of 
this delightfiiUy toned gem Liberty Walking half dollar. 


522 1945-S MS-66 (PCGS). A lustrous gem with fully brilliant silver 

surfaces. Close inspection reveals heavy die polish lines on both dies. 


SILVER DOLLARS 

Our largest silver coins have always been popular collector’s items. 
The Classics Sale presents a group of silver dollars that encompasses 
every major type - early dollars by variety, including a superb Mint 
State 1797 BB-71 and a Condition Census 1803 Small 3, BB-254. 
An 1836 Gobrecht dollar has always been a hallmark of a great col- 
lection, and the 1852 and 1855 Proof which follow that coin arc both 
great rarities which will see active bidding. Very few Liberty Seated 
dollars can be called “common” in Mint State, but many can be called 
very rare - the 1859-S and 1869 issues certainly qualify, but both are 
present in superlative condition here! An 1873-CC dollar in VF is a 
very desirable coin, one of a tiny mintage of 2,300 pieces. If Proofs 
are an attraction to you, pay special attention to a lovely No Motto 
1865 from the Eliasberg Collection and an equally tempting With 
Motto 1866 from the Breck Collection. Morgan dollar specialists — 
and their numbers are legion — will find Proofs and key dates present 
in superb grade. A word to the wise: two of the most impressive 
silver dollar errors ever offered are catalogued later, in a special section 
of Mint Errors. 

Choice VF 1795 $1 

Flowing Hair 


523 1795 Bowers Borckardt-21, Bolender-1. Flowing Hair. Rar- 

ity- 1. VF-25 (NGC). Even and lovely deep gray with a hint of 
gold. A choice example for the grade with only the most insignifi- 
cant marks — this coin was never subjected to anything more than 
gentle wear. A coin like this is on so many want lists that a premium 
bid will be required to add it to your collection. 
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Remarkable AU 1795 Draped Bust Dollar 




(2\ photo) 


524 1795 BB-52, B-15. Rarity-2. Draped Bust. AU-55 (PCGS). 

I^ccp slate gray with lightly reflective surfaces exhibiting lively golden 
and variegated toning. Abundant lustre remains, superb visual ap- 
peal, excellent strike with only minor weakness on eagle’s leg. A 
choice coin for the grade, tiny nick under truncation of the bust, 
thin scratch between star 5 and ribbon, Bow’ers die state IV. An ex- 
tremely desirable coin, an example of the first issue to use the Draped 
Bust design inspired by Gilbert Stuart and perhaps its most attrac- 
tive manifestation. Any collector w'ould be proud to own this hand- 
some dollar. 


Popular 1796 Draped Bust $1 
Small Date, Large Letters 



525 1796 BB-61, B-4. Rarity-3. Small Date, Large Letters. EF-40 

(PCGS). Pleasing medium silver gray with lighter silver gray high 
points. A few faint marks are noted, none of those serious enough 
to draw the viewer’s attention. A tiny reverse rim bruise, about the 
width of a dentil, is noted at 2:00. A popular issue, one that is typi- 
cally found at the VF level. As Q. David Bowers noted in his Ency- 
clopedia “EF coins turn up with regularity in dealer’s stocks and auc- 
tions and make a nice type coin. In AU or better grade 1796 BB-61 
is very rare.” The present coin represents a grand opportunity to 
obtain an example of the variety without paying AU money for a 
“very rare” condition. A pleasing com in all regards. 


Choice VF 1796 Draped Bust $1 



526 1796 BB-63, B-2. Rarity-4. Small Date, Large Letters. VF- 

25 (PCGS). Medium golden gray with some faint lilac highlights 
on the high points. Devoid of contact marks, though note is made 
of some crisscross central planchet adjustment marks on the reverse. 
Scarcer than its counterpart wath Large Letters. As noted by Q. David 
Bowers in his Encyclopedia, “Above VF, acquisition becomes a chal- 
lenge. Specimens are scarce if EF and v^ry rare if AU.” The present 
choice VF specimen affords an interested collector an opportunity 
to obtain a pleasing example of the date without having to compete 
for a rarer high-grade specimen. 
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Lustrous EF 1796 Dollar 



527 1796 BB-65, B-5. Rarity-4. EF-45. An exceptionally lovely com 

with rich blue peripheral toning and pale \iolet interiors. Thoroughly 


lustrous and very attractive, some natiiess of strike affects perceived 
sharpness, minor rim nick over L of LIBERT Y, light vestiges of an 
adjustment mark in gap beween UNIT El ) and STATES, small criss- 
cross scratch at base of reverse. Late die state with lump covering 
much ofIC. A choice example, a coin that maintains generous natural 
eye appeal, a strong specimen of the Large Date, Small Letters t)pe. 



Beautiful Uncirculated 1797 Silver $1 

Stars 10X6, Large Letters 



528 1797 BB-71, B-3. Rarity-2. Stars 10X6. Large Letters. MS-62 

(PCGS). Lustrous deep lilac-gray centers give way to rich violet 
and electric blue iridescence at the rims. A splendid coin in all re- 
spects; indeed, a casual observer might be moved to remark “why 
only MS-62” after a quick glance. The obverse strike is bold and 
sharp, and except for a touch of faintness on the highest points of 
the eagle motif, the same can be said for the reverse. In Silver Dollars 
& Trade Dollars of die United States: A Complete Encyclopedia, the land- 
mark reference by Q. David Bowers, the author notes “As is the 
case with dollars of the other two varieties of this year, e.xamples of 
BB-71 are usually seen in lower grades. However, several have been 
called Uncirculated over the years. Undoubtedly, most would not 
merit the grade by today’s stricter interpretations of standards.” Not 
so, however, with the present beauty! It is definitely as Uncircu- 


lated as a coin gets, and we would not be surprised to find at some 
time in the future that this coin has been upgraded by one of the 
third-party grading services. For those of you who are drawn to 
high quality coins such as this, we note that PCGS has only certified 
three Mint State examples of the variety, two of those at the present 
coin’s level, and the third at MS-63. We can't vouch for the other 
two coins, but if they are ainavhere near as lovely as this 1797 dollar, 
they must also be true miniature works of art! 

PCGS Population: 2, 1 finer (MS-63). 

BB-71 represents the only use of the obverse and reverse dies; neither die was 
ever combined with any other die in the series. The present coin is a pleasing 
representative of Die State III in the Bowers Bneydopeduh described there as “Ob- 
verse die relapped as above. Reverse relapped, reino\ing the right edges of several 
palm leaves on the right side of the branch. 1 he die state usually seen." 
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Fascinating Double Struck 1798 Dollar 



529 1798 BB-81, B-2. Rarity-3 for the variety. Small Eagle. G-6 

(PCGS). Even silver gray with sonic faint surfice toning. Boldly 
double struck with a few degree shift, with all devices clearly doubled, 
especially at the peripheries. Choice for the grade with seenungly 
better detail and only a few minor rim bruises to note, one ovTr L in 
LIBERTY pointed out for identification. A nice circulated early 
dollar error. 

f'nvii the John Han<^li Collection. The late Mr, Han^li was a scholar of 
early dollars, arid collector cf their errors, and a prize-winningfishernian whose 
joie de inrre was injections. He are glad to have called him a friend. 


Mint State 1799/8 Dollar 



AU 1798 Dollar 



530 1798 BB-1 12, B-15. Rarity-3. Heraldic Eagle. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Mottled silver and pewter gray lend a distinctwe and attractive look, 
fields and peripheries show subtle lustre, good strike and overall 
detail. A desirable high-grade example of the type. 



(2x photo) 


531 1799/8 BB-141, B-3. Rarity-3. 15 Stars. MS-62 (PCGS). Pleas- 

ing cartwTcel lustre, attractive deep silver gray surfaces exhibit rose- 
amber toning with hints of deep violet and blue. The ovx'rdate is 
very bold, some scattered contact marks account for the assigned 
grade, a type coin that boasts excellent visual appeal. 

Though this variety is a 15 star reverse, with two stars peeking 
out from the swollen end clouds, the holder erroneously reads *'13 
star rev^erse.” 
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Appealing 1799/8 Dollar 


532 1799/8 BB-141, B-3. Rarity-3. 15 Stars. AU-50. Soft and at- 

tractive silver gray with abundant frosty lustre. Some light roller stria- 
tions arc noted in the planchet which lend a woodgrain effect, ex- 
cellent overall eye appeal. Two short scratches crisscross in the right 
obverse field, remarkably pristine otherwise. A boldly detailed speci- 
men of this popular overdate. 


Beautifully Toned 1803 Dollar 

Condition Census 



533 1803 BB-254, B-4. Small 3. Rarity-3. AU-55 (PCGS). Full 

lustrous cartwheel on surfaces attractively toned pale violet and blue 


with hints of gold and amber. An exceptional specimen of this vari- 
ety, one of the finest known - none are recorded in Mint State. 
Some light pre-existing roughness is noted m the intricacies of the 
hair, faint scratch under star 8, a beautiful com that has few rivals in 
sharpness or \asual appeal. 

Tlic Bowers Silver Dollar EncycJop>cdia notes three AU-5.S specimens sold since 
1955, with one described as having “golden bluish lustre” appearing twice in Kagiif s 
sales in the 1970s - perhaps the identical com as that offered here. In any case, this 
dollar is probably finest known of the variety' or tied for finest known, and belongs 
in a specialized cabinet. 


Popular 1836 Gobrecht $1 

Die Alignment IV 



534 1836 Gobrecht. Judd-60, Pollock-65. Net EF-45; sharpness of 

AU-55, but perhaps lightly cleaned long ago. Silver. Plain edge. C. 
GOBIUECHT F. on base. Die Alignment IV, reverse eagle flies 
onward and upward in a field of 26 stars when the coin is turned on 
its vertical axis, pellet before ONE DOLLAR lower than the pellet 
that follows the denomination. Deep golden gray with lighter golden 
highlights in the recessed areas. Perhaps the most popular of all U.S. 
pattern issues, the Gobrecht dollars of 1836-1839 hav’e been adopted 
by serious students of the U.S. silver dollars series. A few scattered 
marks are seen, but the overall integrity is such that the present piece 
should not have any problem finding a niche in a new collection. 


Rare MS-63 1850 Dollar 



Among 


the Finest Certified by NGC 


1850 MS-63 (NGC). 

Deeply toned vivid gun- 
mctal-blue with violet 
highlights across the sur- 
faces. Areas of golden 
brown and lustrous silver 
are mottled throughout, 
though much of the lustre 
is obscured by the toning. 
Most design features are 
sharp including the eagle's 
feather and claw details. 
One of the finest examples 
certified by NGC, withjiist 
three examples exceeding 
the grade of this coin. 

NGC Census; 2; .3 finer 
(MS-64 finest) 
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Important 1852 Silver Dollar Rarity 
Mintage: 1,100 




(2x photo) 

536 1852 AU-50, lightly cleaned long ago. Medium .silver gray with 

areas of deep golden toning around the legends and devices. A few 
scattered marks are noted, none of them serious enough to warrant 
individual description. A rare date that was recognized as such al- 
most from the start. As Q. David Bowers noted in his silver dollar 
Hticydopi'dia, “specimens of the 1852 were taken from circulation in 
the 19th-century, when the date was already recognized as being 
scarce and valuable in any grade. Today, the 1852 is a classic rarity. 
When specimens in such grades as VF and EF come on the market 
they furnish an opportunity for numismatists to acquire an example 
without having to pay the going rate for a higher lev'el coin such as a 
Mint State or Froofexample.” Such is the status of the present coin, 
a coin that will appeal to those who just can not “stretch” for an 
Uncirculated or FToof example. As Bowers also noted, “in high 
grades the 1852 seems to be slightly rarer than the 1851, but the 


population IS so small that no unequivocal conclusions can be drawn.” 
Of the 1,100 circulation strikes of the date produced, it is fairly cer- 
tain that just a tiny proportion of that mintage figure can still be 
located by today’s collectors. 

While the present example of this rarity is certainly not a prince 
among coins, it is certainly not a pauper either. We expect to see 
serious bidding competition, as examples of the date seldom come 
to market. Those that do are always quickly and easily absorbed into 
advanced collections, and we feel the same is in store for the present 
coin. Bid heartily, for such generates success. 


Choice Proof 1855 $1 Rarity 



(2x photo) 


537 1855 Proof-63 (NGC). An important rarity as is generally the case 

for Proofs struck at the U.S. Mint prior to 1858. The obverse has 
pale champagne toning with splashes of blue at the border. The re- 
verse has bull’s eye pattern toning, with champagne iridescence at 
the center, changing to golden brown and electric blue pcnpherallv. 
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rhc design features are sharp and satiny, and the fields are nicely 
retlective. Although the number of Proofs minted does not appear 
to be recorded, it’s unlikely that the total amounted to more than a 
few dozen; Walter Breen estimated a surviving population of per- 
haps 60 when he wrote his Bncychpcdid back in the 1980s. 

NC'iC Census: 3; 9 finer (Proof-65 finest). 

The 1855 dollar ranks as a desirable issue largely because of its low 26,000 
piece mintage, and accordingly is eagerly sought in all grades. 


Mint State 185 9-S $1 Rarity 

Famous “Trade Dollar” Issue 



(2x photo) 

538 1859-S MS-62 (NGC). The first silver dollar issue of the San Fran- 

cisco Mint. Nicely reflective fields exhibit lively toning, mostly pale 
blue and gold with areas of deep champagne, the reverse more even 
than the mottled obverse. Excellent eye appeal, a very attractive speci- 
men and one of perhaps five to 10 known in Mint State based upon 
estimates in Dave Bowers’ Silver Dollar Hticyclopcdui. Some insignifi- 


cant hairlines are noted on the prooflike fields, tiny curved nick off 
wing under last A in AMERICA, thin long planchet striation from 
E in UNITED to left top corner of shield. The strike is crisp and 
even. This piece is from the Breen-5462 obverse, with light 
repunching at the base of the date plain. 

One of the genuine rarities of the Liberty Seated dollar series in 
Mint State, the 1859-S had a tiny mintage of only 20,000 pieces, 
many of which were melted for a quick profit soon after mintage 
and few of which survive in anything near Mint State. The issue was 
originally conceived as a trade dollar to capitalize on the Orient trade 
dominated by Mexican pesos. The San Francisco Mint would not 
strike another dollar until the very rare 1870 issue, and Mexican 
silver would continue to be the com of choice in the Orient until 
another more successful attempt to produce a coin for trade with 
China: the trade dollar issues of 1873 and after. Today, many trade 
dollar collectors seek specimens of the 1859-S dollar for inclusion 
in their sets, but most never improve upon a VF, or at best EF, ex- 
ample. This coin has long held classic rarity staais in Mint State and 
this example is one of a very small number that a serious collector 
could ever endeavor to own. 

NGC Census: 4; 1 finer (MS-65). This number may be bloated by 
resubmissions. 


Elusive 1859-S Liberty Seated $1 




539 1859-S AU-53 (NGC). Medium golden gray with some lilac high- 

lights. Underlying lustre is present, especially in the protected areas. 
A thoroughly enticing example for the grade, a coin that is mainly 
bleimsh free and appealing in all ways. 
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Superb Gem Proof 1860 Seated Dollar 




Tied for Finest Graded Proof 
No Motto $1 by PCGS 


(2x photo) 


540 1860 Proof-67CAM(PCGS). Recognized by PCGS as one ofthe 

very finest Proof examples of the No Motto format, from 1840 to 
1866, and undoubtedly a coin which ranks very high among the 
finest of all Proof Liberty Seated dollars. Close inspection under 
magnification reveals a few lint marks and tiny flakes, as made. How- 
ever, to the unaided eye these small artifacts of the striking process 
are not immediately apparent. The surfaces are otherwise nearly 
pristine, with a dime-sized circle of brilliant silver at the lower cen- 
ter of the obverse, while \’ibrant toning covers the remainder of the 
area to the rims. Vivid \holet, blue, soft green and champagne hues 
blend nicely to enhance the visual appeal. The reverse is predomi- 
nantly brilliant silver with a wide arc of golden browm, giving w'ay to 
pleasing violet and blue tow'ard the rim. The devices are sharp, with 
a heav)^ satin frost, while the fields are boldly reflective and contrast 


nicely. An extraordinary Liberty Seated dollar suitable for the finest 
of collections. 

It has been suggested that as the Mint saw' increasing public in- 
terest in numismatics, they anticipated that sales of Proof dollars 
would exceed those for complete sets and minor coins. Judging from 
a brief study of auction appearances of all denominations issued in 
Proof for 1860, and taking into consideration Mint sales figures re- 
searched by R.W. Julian it does not appear that dollars held any ex- 
tra demand. Whatever the case, sales clearly fell well short of expec- 
tations. Though the published mintage figure of 1,330 specimens 
stands as the largest Proof issue of the series, more than half of these 
pieces remained unsold and were condemned to the melting pot. 
Just 527 pieces remained. After 1860, the production figures of Proof 
dollars matched those for the minor silver denominations. 


Scarce MS-63 1862 $1 



541 1862 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. Most design teatures 

are sharp, save for some striking softness at Miss Libert)’ s liair and 
the eagle’s right (viewer’s left) cLnv. Close c.xaniiiiation reveals some 
faint die finishing lines on the reverse as made. A scarce and desir- 
able issue in all grades; eagerly sought because ot its tiny original 
mintage of 12,090 pieces. 

NGC Census: 15; 20 finer (MS-bS finc'it) 
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Outstanding Gem Proof 1865 Silver $1 
The Eliasberg Specimen 
Final “No Motto” Date 


542 1865 Proof-66 Cameo (ICG). An impressive cameo gem Proof 

example of the final date in the Liberty Seated dollar series with- 
out the motto IN GOD WE TRUST in the design; the motto 
was added in 1866, and continued in the design through the end 
of the series in 1873. Described in the Eliasberg catalogue as 
“Champagne and light golden toning over deep mirror surfaces. 
A fantastic specimen combining overall scarcity as a date with no- 


table aesthetic quality and rarity as a Proof Here is a winner in 
every sense.” Fully six years later and we agree with those remarks; 
some things go untouched by time. From a Proof mintage for the 
date of 500 pieces, all of which were distributed in the silver Proof 
sets of the date. Much of the circulation strike mintage of the date 
IS believed to have been sent to South America, thus accounting 
for the rarity of the date in Uncirculated today. In his Silver Dollar 
Encyclopedia, author Q. David Bowers noted the following: “As 
business strikes of the 1 865 dollar are very rare, additional demand 
has developed for the Proofs, accounting for the spirited competi- 
tion when examples of this and other dates, especially of the later 
no-motto years, 1861-1865, come up at auctions.” We certainly 
expect no less than “spirited competition” as this impeccably pedi- 
greed dollar crosses the auction block! 

Some slight doubling is noted in the reverse legends, notably at the base of 
ONE DOL, the period following, and the second A in AMERICA. 

From Auctions by Boivers and Mereua Inc. 's sale of the Louis E, Elias- 
berg, Sr. Collection, April 1997, Lot 2236. First offered in Ed Fwssard's 
sale of the Edmund R. Wolcott Collection, May 1901; purchased there by 
J,M. Clapp, perhaps to replace a coin bought from the Chapman brothers in 
November 1893; from J.M Clapp to John H. Clapp to the Clapp Estate, to 
Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr in 1942. 




Lovely Gem Proof 1866 Silver $1 

With Motto 



(2x photo) 


543 1866 With Motto. Proof-65 (NGC). Lustrous silver gray with 

frosty motifs and mirror fields that display rich rose and gold irides- 
cence within the central devices, and halos of pale electric blue at 
the rims. One of 725 Proofs of the date produced in the first year to 
feature the motto IN GOD WE TRUST as part of the reverse de- 
sign. Variety with centered date and no repunchingat 1 of date (see 
below). About as nice as this date can be-attractively toned, sharply 
struck, and appealing in many respects; only three examples have 
been graded finer by NGC. We predict fast and furious bidding 


when this gem makes its appearance on the auction block, so work 
out your bidding strateg)^ beforehand. 

NGC Census: 20; 3 finer within the gr.ide designation (Proof-67 finest). 

Bowers Encydopedia No. 3. ’‘Breen-5476. Obverse: Date centered. 1 not 
repiinched. Reverse from the die of No. 2. This same die, possibly used for the 
final Proof mintages of 1866, was used to coin 1867 Proof dollars, and in later die 
states also the 1863-4-5 dollars w ith motto.” The reverse of “No. 2” mentioned 
above has a distinctive thornlike die line that protrudes into the field from the 
upper side of the third olive leaf in the sprig, as does the present com. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collectioir 
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Incredible Gem Uncirculated 1869 Silver $1 
The Finest Certified by PCGS 
Perhaps Finest Known! 



(2x photo) 

544 1869 MS-66 (PCGS). Satiny golden gray gem surfaces exhibit sultry 

lustre and generous amounts of lively rose and pale electric blue 
iridescence. A stunning coin, and just a few tiny marks from perfec- 
tion in this cataloguer’s (FW) eyes! The circulation strike mintage 
for the date, 423,700 pieces, is among the highest recorded mint- 
ages in the series, yet the rarity factor of the date is extraordinarily 
high m Mint State, easily being Ranty-6 or even higher, despite the 
occasional wishful rumors of a fantastic hoard of this date. In his 
Eficyclopcdia, author Dave Bowers wrote Mint State, 1869 dol- 
lars are very rare, far rarer than Proofs [of the date] and are seldom 
encountered. Most high grade coins are prooflike.” The present 
com is an exception to the “prooflike” rule. What happened to all 
those hundreds of thousands of 1869-dated Liberty Seated dollars 
that were struck? Again, the Bowers reference notes “Hepburn in 
History of Currntcy in the United States, p. 270, tells of the increased 


silver dollar coinage ‘chiefly due to the rich discoveries of Nevada,’ 
and goes on to say, The coinage of silver dollars increased at once 
and from 1868 to 1872. . .practically all were exported.’ As chair- 
man of the board of the Chase Manhattan Bank and former Comp- 
troller of the Currency, he would seem to have been in a position to 
know what happened to those increased mintages of dollars.” No- 
tably, NGC has not graded a circulation strike specimen of the date 
above MS-65, and except for the present coin, neither has PCGS! 
This important gem Mint State 1869 Liberty Seated dollar, simply 
put, is of world-class quality, a coin to which all others of the date 
will be compared in vain. Perhaps at some future date a splendid 
gem wall be found, put aside by a numismatically inclined merchant 
or collector and forgotten by time, but for now' the present coin is 
the unquestionable creme de la creme of the issue! 

PCGS Population: 1 ; none finer. 
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Lustrous MS-64 1872 $1 


545 1872 MS-64. Sharply struck and attractive. The devices are frosty 

and the fields are satiny. Both surfaces have warm intermingled pew- 
ter gray and coppery gold iridescence with a hint of blue, A splen- 
did candidate for inclusion in a high-quality silver dollar collection 
or 19th-century type set, 

PCGS Population; 16; 5 finer (MS-66 finest). 


Prized 1873-CC Silver Dollar Rarity 



546 1873-CC VF-30 (NGC). A pale golden gray specimen with strong 
eye-appeal for the assigned grade. An old mark on the reverse ascends 
from the R in TRUST to the backside of the eagle’s neck directly 
below, otherwise marks of note are not to be found. As Q. David 
Bowers noted in his Silver Dollar Encyclopedia, “the desirability of the 
1873-CC was recognized at an early date, and quite a few were taken 
from circulation. Otherwise, the coin would be on the ‘rarest of the 
rare’ list today. As it is, there are very few 1873-CC dollars to be had 
in any grade, and a great deal of patience is often required to locate 
one.” For those ofyou who have patiently awaited a pleasing example 
of the date, we suggest a hearty foray into the bidding activity that will 
certainly accompany the present lot. For the record, NGC has certi- 
fied just four Mint State examples of the date; indeed, they have only 
certified 19 examples of the date in all grades! 

NGC Census: 7 (a figure that includes all VF grades, not just VF-30, as repre- 
sented here); 12 finer (MS-65 finest). 

547 1878 7 Tailfeathers. Reverse of 1878. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant 
and lustrous with satiny devices and great eye appeal. 


Uncirculated 1879-CC Silver Dollar 

Normal Mintmark 



548 1879-CC Normal Mintmark. MS-62 (PCGS). Frosty brilliance, 

save for faint traces of golden brown toning at the rims. Boldly lus- 
trous and offering good quality for the grade as the fields are quite a 
bit more mark-free than one would expect at this level. Under proper 
lighting, a few faint hairlines are noted at the lower left of the ob- 
verse. 


Eight GSA Carson City Dollars 

Original Boxes and Paperwork 

549 A selection of GSA Carson City dollars, all with original boxes 
and paperwork: ☆ 1880-CC MS-62 ☆ 1881-CC MS-64 ☆ 1882- 
CC (2). MS-64, and MS-62 PL ☆ 1885-CC (4), MS-64, and MS- 
62 (3). A nice group of Carson City dollars from the GSA sales of 
the early 1970s. (Total: 8 pieces) 


Delightful 1882 Cameo Proof $1 




550 1882 Proof-64 Cameo (NGC). Pale champagne toning at the cen- 

ter deepens to a rich gold shade at the borders. The devices are sharp 
and frosty, and the fields are glittering mirrors. Only 1,100 Proofs 
were coined during the year, and although other examples can match 
the technical grade, few can equal the aesthetic quality^ of this speci- 
men. 
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Attractive Proof-64 1884 $1 



551 1884 Proof-64. An aesthetically pleasing example exhibiting bull’s 

eye toning on both the obverse and reverse, with golden browai at 
the center changing to violet and electric blue peripherally. The 
devices show bold cameo contrast against the mirror fields. From a 
mintage ofjust 875 Proofs. 


Gem Proof 1891 Morgan $1 



552 1891 Proof-67 DCAM (ICG). Heavily frosted motifs and deeply 

iiurrored fields exhibit pale rose highlights at the peripheries and a 
splash of rose in the field before Miss Liberty’s portrait. A no-ques- 
tions-asked gem. One of 650 Proofs of the date struck, the fourth 
lowest Proof production run m the series (the Proof Morgan dollar 
mintage for 1904 w’as also 650 pieces). 


Elusive MS-62 1892-S $1 



(2\ photo) 

553 1892-S MS-62 (NGC). Frosty and attractive, with just a hint of 

champagne iridescence. A typical strike with a touch of softness noted 
above Miss Liberty’s ear and at the eagle’s breast. A line in front of 
Miss Liberty’s nose is probably all that prevented NGC from as- 
signing a considerably higher grade. Despite a mintage of 1 ,200,000 
pieces, the 1892-S is a scarcity in all grades, and is a rarity at the 
Uncirculated level. 

NGC Census: 9, 20 finer (MS-67 finest) 

Under the provisions of the Pittman Act of 1918, more than 270 million silver 
dollars were melted into bullion, including, presumably, almost all ot the 1892-S 
miiiDge. The NGC population data su^ests that comparatively few examples w ere 
included in the giant Treasury hoard dispersed in the 196()s and later years. 
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1894 Morgan Dollar Group 

Includes a Proof and a Peace Dollar 

554 Four key date 1894 Morgan dollars, one a Proof, plus a Peace 
dollar: ☆ 1894 Proof-60, perhaps marginally finer. Medium silver 
gray with frosty motifs ☆ 1894 (2). AU-50 (NGC), and EF-45 
(NCiC). These two have consecutive serial numbers, indicating they 
were submitted for grading at the same time; curiously, the EF-45 
looks as though it belongs in the AU-50 holder, and vice versa ☆ 
1894-0 EF-45. Lilac and gray toning ☆ 1934-D MS-62. Brilliant. 
(Total: 5 pieces) 


Gem Proof 1901 Morgan $1 



555 1901 Proof-65 (PCGS). Strong mint brilliance on the central de- 

vices gives way to deep, sultry charcoal gray toward the rim. One of 
813 Proofs of the date struck. Mint State examples of the date are 
very rare, which places an undue amount of acquisition pressure on 
the surUving Proofs. If you have a deep appreciation for richly toned 
coins, it may behoove you to study the present piece. 


Brilliant, Lustrous 1901 $1 



556 1901 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous, pleasing for the grade. 

A scarce date in grades higher than EF. The 1901 ranks among the 
many issues in the Morgan series that were apparently almost wiped 
out by the massive meltage of doUars into bullion that occurred pur- 
suant to the provisions of the Pittman Act of 1918. 


Richly Toned Gem Proof 1902 Morgan $1 



557 1902 Proof-67 (NGC), Deep electric blue, rose, and slate gray ton- 
ing highlights with areas of original mint brilliance on both sides. 
One of 777 Proof Morgan dollars of the date struck, with the present 
coin being among the finest half dozen examples certified by NGC. 

NGC Census: 3; 3 finer (Proof-68 finest). 

From the Philadelphia Family Collection, 

558 1902-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and very lustrous. A very pre- 
mium piece for the grade, and certainly as nice as many MS-65 
pieces this cataloguer has seen in the past. The reverse is not com- 
pletely struck, and heavy grooves that were part of the original 
planchet texture remain visible in a band through the center of the 
coin. These look much like what we would refer to as adjustment 
marks on an early dollar, for example, but in this case the softness 
of strike simply did not obliterate the planchet texture as would 
normally occur. 


Superb Gem Proof 1903 $1 



559 1903 Proof-66 (NGC), Essentially brilliant, wathjust a hint of gold 

at the borders. Virtually all design features are sharp, save for a few 
strands above Liberty's ear. The fields are glittering mirrors and the 
devices are satiny. Certainly in the upper echelon of survivors of the 
issue, which consisted of a scant 755 Proofs. 
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Lovely Gem Proof 1904 Dollar 



560 1904 Proor-66 (NGC). A gcni example having brilliant centers and 
pale gold at the borders. Very' nearly a twin of the Proof-66 1903 
dollar offered above, in terms of aesthetic appeal, but with a consider- 
ably lower mintage — -just 650 examples. Virtually all design features 
are sharp as could be desired save for a few of strands of hair above 
Liberty’s ear. The devices are satiny, and the fields are deep mirrors. 

NGC Census: 29; 13 finer (Proof-68 finest) 

561 1924-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and frosty. A lovely example 
showing an impressiv^e degree of eye appeal. The 1924-S ranks as 
one of the scarcest issues in the Peace dollar series at the MS-64 
grade level, and is worthy of a generous bid as such. 

562 1928-S MS-64 (PCGS). Highly lustrous and mostly brilliant savT 
for soft blushes of champagne toning and faint magenta at the rims. 


TICADE DOLLARS 

Trade dollars, once ignored, have come into their own, especially 
in superb Mint State grade. Our brief offering of these fascinating 
coins, intended for heavy circulation in the Orient, includes a few 
stars - coins that would be highlights in any collection - like Proof 
specimens of 1873, 1878, 1879, and 1882, among which the 1878 
and 1879 can be singled out as impressive Proof-66 examples. An 
1875-S is relatively common in low grades but is a serious challenge 
in gem condition, as here offered, and the 1877-CC is an even greater 
challenge, with the example in our sale among the very finest we 
have encountered, a lovely MS-64 (NGC) that is sure to see a great 
deal of interest from those enamored of this distinctive series. 


Choice Proof 1873 Trade $1 



563 1873 Proof-63 (PCGS). A choice Prooffroin the first year of trade 

dollar coinage. The obverse exhibits a warm mix of pale lilac, gray, 
and gold, while the reverse is uniformly toned in deep lilac and gun- 
inetal-blue. Some striking weakness on the reverse, chieHy at the 


eagle’s lett leg. From a Proof mintage for the date that has been 
variously “guesstimated” at 600 pieces, or 865, or perhaps 500 Proofs. 
Q. David Bowers deHed deeply into all the possibilities in his land- 
mark Eficyclopcdia. Proof mintage figures aside, the present date is 
quite rare in Proof, and is also highly popular as the first year of the 
design type. 

Quoting Q. David Bowers again, regarding the obverse die of the present 
coin w^e note “there is a fairly deep die scratch e.xtending straight from the bottom 
left segment of the bale, at an angle slightly upward through the folds of Miss 
Liberty’s gown terminating in the waves of the sea. Although this prominent fea- 
ture has been ignored for many years, it was mentioned by Lyman H. Low in the 
description of an 1873 Proof trade dollar in the R. T. Rose Collection Sale, Sep- 
tember 9-10, 1909.” In that catalogue, Low wrote “a distinguishing feature of this 
specimen is a w ell defined line (in the die) through outer skirt of Liberty, extend- 
ing from the cotton bale to w^aterf’ 

5 64 Group of trade dollars representing all three issuing mints: ☆ 

1873 AU-50, lightly cleaned ☆ 1873-S AU-50 ☆ 1876-CC VF-20. 
Type l/Il ☆ 1876-S AU-50. Type II/H ☆ 1877 (2). VF-30, and VF- 
20, cleaned ☆ 1877-CC VF-20, cleaned ☆ 1877-S EF-45 ☆ 1878- 
S Doubled Die Reverse. AU-50, lightly cleaned. (Total: 9 pieces) 


Superlative 1875-S Trade $1 



565 1875-S Type I/I. MS-65 (NGC). Fully lustrous, wdth most de- 

sign features showing bold definition except for a trifle of striking 
softness at the eagle’s claw^s and at Miss Liberty’s hair. The obverse 
has warm intermingled coppery gold and lilac toning. The reverse 
is mostly pearl gray with blushes of pale champagne. Certainly one 
of the finest examples a quality-conscious collector could hope to 
find for inclusion either in an outstanding trade dollar collection or 
extraordinary type set. 

Two ditTerent types of reverses have been recorded for the year: on Type I 
reverses, there is a berry under the eagle’s left (viewer’s right) claw, and on Type II 
reverses, there is no berry at that location. 



566 1876-S Type I/L Chopniarked. MS-63 (PCGS). A handsome 

lustrous example with blushes and splashes ot golden brown and 
russet toning. Most design features are sharp including the obverse 
stars, all of wdiich show' their divisions. The chopmarks on this ex- 
ample can be seen by the eagle’s shins. 
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Impressive 1877-CC Trade Dollar 
Choice MS-64 (NGC) 




(2x photo) 

567 1877-CC MS-64 (NGC). Sharp and lustrous with some lively 

golden highlights at the rims. An impressive trade dollar from 
Nevada’s capital city mint. One glance will suffice to let interested 
parties know the present coin is easily among the finest known ex- 
amples of the date. NGC has certified just one example of the date at 
a finer grade (and that coin is probably locked away in a specialized 
collection), making the present coin an ideal selection for those in 
pursuit of only the finest coins for their collections. By way of com- 
parison, the present coin is finer than the Eliasberg specimen (and 
most others that are liable to come to auction in the future). Attrac- 
tive, accurately graded trade dollars have been among the hottest 
areas of the recent com “bull” market, and we suspect the bidding 
activity that greets this lot will prove that statement to be true. 

NGC Census: 7; 1 finer within the grade designation (MS-65 finest). 


Gem Proof-Only 1878 Trade Dollar 



568 1878 Proof-66 (PCGS). A richly and boldly toned gem Proof trade 

dollar with visual impact its strong suit. The languid lilac center of 
the obverse fades to deep gunmetal-blue at the rims, while a central 
burst of brilliance on the reverse is encircled by the same toning 
hues seen on the obverse, A cameo, though not noted as such on 
the holder. One of 900 Proofs of the date produced in Philadelphia 
without attendant circulation strikes (the branch mints in Carson 
City and San Francisco did, however, strike trade dollars for circula- 
tion in 1878, the last year any trade dollars were coined for that pur- 
pose), Careful examination under low magnification reveals a vir- 
tually flawless gem coin that exhibits the tiny, intricate details of 
what is almost certainly William Barber’s most artistic contribution 
to American coinage. If you need further enticement, we should 
mention that PCGS has only certified one example of the date at a 
finer grade, A beauty! 

PCGS Population: 10; 1 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68 finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection, 


Superb Gem Proof 1879 Trade $1 
Proof-Only Issue 



569 1879 Proof-66 (NGC). A splendid gem having sharp frosty de- 

vices and glittering mirror fields. The central areas are brilliant, deep- 
ening to a pleasing gold shade at the borders. The 1879 is an espe- 
cially desirable date because of its status as a Proof-only issue. A 
mere 1,541 examples were coined , and doubtless many of these 
were mishandled and even spent subsequent to the time of issue. A 
prize certain to appeal to virtually every aficionado of 19th-century 
numismatic delicacies. 
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Choice Proof 1882 Trade $1 



570 1882 Proof-63 (PCGS). Sultry wisps of pale champagne grace the 

frosted obverse motifs and mirror fields, while the reverse presents a 
similar toning scheme but with a deeper cameo contrast present. A 
Proof-only date, one of 1,097 pieces struck. 


PROOF SETS 

For those who enjoy Proof coins, this sale should prove a real 
temptation, as lot after lot of choice Proof specimens in many denomi- 
nations are offered within their sections. For the connoisseur, there 
can be no greater delight than a complete Proof set of a given year- 
such sets from a century (or more) ago are rarely still together and are 
typically seen in only advanced cabinets. We are pleased to offer three 
Proof sets, offered as individual coins with the opportunity^ to buy 
the entire set with one bid after the initial lots are sold provisionally. 
The 1864 set, struck during our nation’s darkest hour, is an extraor- 
dinarily well preserved set. The cent is the loudest graded piece in the 
set -and it is a Proof-66! Full Proof sets loitli^qold from 1898 and 1908 
offer a rare opportunity. The gold pieces in the sets are exemplary 
specimens from very low^ mintages - majestic items that carry a pride 
of owTiership second to none in American numismatics. If owner- 
ship of a complete classic American Proof set is a goal, the present 
sale offers three important opportunities. 

1864 Proof Set 


Gem Proof 1864 Indian Cent 

Copper-Nickel Format 



571 1864 cent. Copper-nickel. Proof-66 Ultra Cameo (NGC). A 

superb gem Proof comfortably finer than the vast majority of speci- 
mens which have survived from the original mintage of 370 pieces 
in this LomposiCKMi, Sharp frosty devices set against reHective fields 


otter very attractive cameo contrast. The surfaces are quite remark- 
ably pristine, while the soft rosy color is very pleasing to the eye. 
Certainly one ot the finest copper-nickel Indian cents that this cata- 
loguer has had the pleasure of handling, and tied for the finest certi- 
fied of the date, taking both NGC and PCGS into account. 

A small lint mark is \isible near the center of the Indian’s portrait, 
but close inspecrion reveals litde else in terms of noteworthy marks. 

NGC Census: 2, none finer. 

Each of the lots from 571 through 577 will be sold on a provisional basis. After 
Lot 577 IS sold proMsionally, the total for lots 571 through 577 will be computed, 
5% will be added to the total, and this will constitute the opening bid for Lot 578. 
If the opening bid is met or exceeded, the provisional awards for lots 571 through 
577 will be canceled. If it is not met or exceeded, then the lots wall be sold at the 
provisional award prices. 

Amazing Gem Proof 1864 Silver Three Cents 



(2x photo) 


572 1864 silver three cents. Proof-67 (NGC). A boldly struck gem 

with full execution of even the finest detail of the design. The left 
half of the obverse is a vibrant blue with highlights of violet and 
flecks of silver brilliance. The right is predominantly rich silver with 
soft flecks of green and blue throughout, creating an exceptional 
visual display. The reverse is brilliant silver at the center, with arcs of 
golden brown and blue tow^ard the peripheries. Some original 
planchet lines and marks are visible under close inspection, but to 
closely inspect this piece is simply to better see a truly gorgeous sil- 
ver three-cent piece. A nearly flaw less example. 

NGC Census: 8; 1 finer w ithin the grade designation (Proof-68). 

Each of the lots from 571 through 577 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 57 1 . 


Gem Proof 1864 Half Dime 



573 1864 half dime. Proof-66 (NGC). Pleasing lilac and deep blue on 

the obverse, w'hile the reverse is mostly brilliant silver with soft high- 
lights of golden brown at the rims. The reverse devices are trosty, 
almost worthy of a cameo notation, while any similar qualities on 
the obverse are made subtle by the surface toning. A tew’ marks on 
the reverse are likely responsible for holding the grade back a little, 
but close inspection reveals them to be natural planchet Hakes. 
made, and of little significance. A lovely gem example. 

NGC Census: 8; 3 finer wathin the grade dosign,unMi (Proof-(>8 finestf 
Each of the lots from 571 through 5“'7 w ill he sold on a provisional Kims, as 
described in Lot 571 


AMnKic:AN numismatic: icakities 


Pi Hi Cl Assicis Salp 


123 



(2x photo) 

576 1864 half dollar. Proof-67 (NGC). Bright silver surfaces with a 

mottled overlay of deep steel gray and blue. The devices are bold 
and satiny, while the fields are pristine and reflective. A delightful 
gem Proof, carefully preserved from the mintage of 470 pieces for 
nearly 140 years. An important rarity so fine, with only a single coin 
graded higher considering both services. 

NGC Census: 2: 1 finer (Proof-68). 

Each of the lots from 571 through 577 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 571. 


ample from fewer than 500 pieces originally struck, and in this state 
of preservation, it stands as one of the very finest Proofs of the date. 
Not a single piece is graded higher by NGC or PCGS. 

NGC Census: 3; none finer. 

Each of the lots from 571 through 577 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 571. 

Superb Gem Proof 1864 Half Dollar 


Spectacular Cameo Proof 1864 Dime 


(2.x photo) 

574 1864 dime. Proof-68 Cameo (NGC). Shimmering silver bril- 

liance on the obverse, with a slight arc of golden brown near the 
rim. The reverse offers a smoothly blended display of advanced ton- 
ing, presenting nearly the full visible spectrum from sunburst or- 
ange to rich blue-green, while traces of brilliance show through. A 
few natural planchet flakes are noted, as made, but overall the coin 
offers exceptional quality, both technical and aesthetic. Among the 
few thousand Liberty Seated dimes that have survived in Proof for- 
mat, this specimen certainly ranks among the very finest examples; 
for the date. No examples arc graded finer by NGC or PCGS. A 
spectacular Liberty Seated dime that would be difficult to improve 
upon. 

NGC Census: 2; none finer. 

Each of the lots from 571 through 577 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 571. 


Spectacular Proof 1864 Quarter 


575 1864 quarter. Proof-68 (NGC). Pleasing frosted devices, nearly 

suitable for the Cameo designation, though the contrast is some- 
what obscured by the delightful and highly original toning. Soft 
russet, lilac, and blue-green arc gently blended across the surface, 
with silver undertones from the reflective surfaces beneath. Over 
half of the reverse offers full silver brilliance, while the remainder is 
soft tones of red and blue-green. The nearly flawless surfaces and 
bold reflectivity add much to the visual appeal. A truly superb cx- 
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Stunning Proof 1864 Silver Dollar 

None Graded Finer 

A Landmark among the Liberty Seated Series 



577 1864 dollar. Proof-68 (NGC). Rarely in a career in numismatics 

does one have the good fortune to handle such a spectacular Liberty 
Seated dollar as this. The obverse shield is central to the only area of 
full silver brilliance on the piece. The remainder of the obverse is 
vividly toned rich violet, blue, and soft green with tiny silver flecks 
throughout. The devices are satiny and lustrous, while the mirrored 
fields are deeply reflective on both sides. The reverse is a little more 
deeply toned with a similar display of pleasantly blended color and 
two lighter gray areas above the eagle. Overall the superb quality of 
the com combined with the spectacular old time toning creates an 



aesthetically magnificent effect reminiscent of the coins found in 
collections such as that of Walter Childs, where such coins were 
purchased directly from the U.S. Mint and carefully stored and pre- 
served for generations. This coin stands as a landmark among Seated 
Liberty doUars, and no examples of the date have been certified finer 
by NGC or PCGS. This specimen is also the cornerstone of this 
important and spectacular U.S. Proof set. 

NGC Census; 3; none finer. 

Each of the lots from 571 through 577 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 571. 


Extraordinary 1864 Proof Set 

578 Incredible seven-piece Proof set, including all non-gold denomi- 

nations for the year save for the two-cent piece, as individually de- 
scribed in lots 571 through 577 above. At this point in the sale, the 
provisional awards for lots 571 through 577 will be totaled, 5% will 
be added, and that will constitute the opening bid for the current 
lot. Lot 578. If this bid is met or e.xceeded, the provisional awards 
will be cancelled and the coins will be owned by the successful bid- 
der on the present lot. (Total: 7 pieces) 
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1898 Proof Set 


Lovely Gem Proof 1898 Indian Cent 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 



579 1898 cent. Proof-67 RB (PCGS). A truly lovely gem Proof ex- 
ample of the date, a nearly pristine specimen with satiny devices and 
mirrored fields. The rich orange gold obverse contrasts nicely with 
warm deep rose, violet, and blue iridescence on the reverse. Sharp 
and appealing, and every bit the gem the holder declares it to be! No 
Proof 1898 Indian cent has been graded higher by PCGS iu any color 
designation! 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer within the grade designation. 

Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a provisional basis. After 
Lot 588 is sold provisionally, the total for lots 579 through 588 will be computed, 
5% will be added to the total, and tins will constitute the opening bid for Lot 589. 
If the opening bid is met or exceeded, the provisional aw'ards for lots 579 through 
588 will be canceled. If it is not met or exceeded, then the lots will be sold at the 
provisional award prices. 

580 1898 nickel. Proof-65 (NGC). Frosty devices and mirror fields ex- 
hibit pale gold and light sky blue toning highlights. A tiny fleck 
adorns Miss Liberty’s cheek; it presents a minimal distraction and is 
noted solely for accuracy. Another fleck, this slightly more pro- 
nounced, can be seen at 11:00 on the obverse rim. 

Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 579. 

Splendid Gem Proof 1898 Barber 100 



581 1898 dime. Proof-67 (PCGS). Frosty, textured devices and deeply 

mirrored fields. Pale rose and vibrant topaz tones grace the obverse, 
while the reverse is dominated by smoky slate gray and rich electric 
blue highlights. Every bit a cameo, though not noted as such on the 
holder, owing no doubt to the rich toning highlights. Just 735 Proofs 
of the date were produced. A splendid Proof Barber dime from the 
waning years of the 19th century, a coin that easily warrants the 
assigned grade. 

PCGS Population: 14; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68). 

Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 579. 


Impressive Gem Proof 1898 Barber 250 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 



582 1898 quarter. Proof-67 Cameo (NGC) . An impressive gem Proof 

example of the date, a coin with undeniably strong cameo contrast. 
Heavily frosted motifs seemingly float on deep mirror fields, while 
splashes of pale champagne toning gather at Liberty’s portrait and 
the rims. A sharp and appealing coin, one that depicts Charles 
Barber’s design in its finest light. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer within the grade designation. 

Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 579. 

Important Gem Proof 1898 Barber 500 

Among the Finest Certified by NGC 



583 1898 half dollar. Proof-68 (NGC). An important gem Proof Bar- 

ber half dollar with intense cameo contrast (though not marked as 
such on the holder). Deeply mirrored fields and frosty motifs exhibit 
rich splashes of electric gold on the obverse, countered by dusk)^ elec- 
tric blue and violet iridescence doimnatmg the reverse. A sharply ren- 
dered Proof Barber half dollar that will draw more than its fair share of 
attention, especially in today’s quality-conscious marketplace! 

NGC Census: 9; none finer within the grade designation. 

Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 579. 


Gem Cameo Proof 1898 Morgan $1 



584 1898 dollar. Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). A lovely gem Proof Mor- 

gan dollar, with eye appeal that easily warrants the assigned grade. 
Heavily frosted design elements and deeply mirrored fields exhibit 
warm shades of pale golden iridescence. Decidedly choice overall, a 
coin that will draw^ a great deal of attention w’hen it crosses the block 
Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a provisional basis, a^ 
described in Lot 579. 
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Extraordinary Gem Cameo Proof 1898 $2.50 


Tied for Finest 



585 1898 quarter eagle. Proof-68 Cameo (NGC). An extraordinary 

Proof quarter eagle of the highest order, a coin that far exceeds most 
of the known Proof examples of the date in terms of quality and eye 
appeal, l ^ccp yellow gold. The hea\dly frosted motifs appear as though 
they are chiseled from the planchet rather than struck, and the sur- 
rounding fields give the appearance of a liquid sea of dark molten 
gold on which the design elements are suspended. A true gem by 
every measure of the word, a coin that exceeds even the superb Proof- 
67 (PCGS) example of the date offered in Part 111 of the Harry Bass 
Collection (Lot 260, May 2000), that coin being one of the finest 
known of the date. Less than half of the Proof mintage of 165 coins 
is known today. The catalogue description of the aforementioned 


Graded by NGC 



Bass specimen notes: “The coin offered here is superb in its aspect 
and IS exceeded in quality by none other of which we are aware.” 
Specialists take heart, as we arc now definitely “aware” of a finer 
specimen, and we are pleased to offer it here for your bidding con- 
sideration. 

NGC Census: 2; none finer within the grade designation. PCGS, for the 
record, has graded none higher than Proof-67 in any designation. 

As with the Bass specimen noted above, the present coin has a matte-like 
appearance in the shield details, completely devoid of reOective mirror surface in 
that part of the design. 

Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 579, 
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Dynamic Gem Proof 1898 Half Eagle 

High Condition Census 

Finest Graded by NGC 



1898 


586 1898 half eagle. Proof-67 Cameo (NGC). An extremely beauti- 

ful gem cameo Proof example of the issue, an unquestionably splen- 
did coin of both exceptional physical quality and dynamic eye ap- 
peal Rach golden yellow frosted motifs and deeply mirrored fields 
form a strong cameo contrast, affording an overall appearance that 
readily measures up to the assigned grade. And what an assigned 
grade it is! The Bass specimen (Part IV, Lot 567, November 2000) 
was a splendid representative of the Proof-64 grade, and the finest 
Harry Bass found during his long and illustrious collecting days (in 
fairness to Harry Bass, his was an exceptional example for the grade, 
and probably has since been “upgraded"’ by one grading service or 
another). The present specimen is a full three points finer on the grad- 


ing scale than the Bass coin, a fact that dramatically highlights its 
overall quality. Only 75 Proof half eagles of the date were produced, 
and perhaps only about half that number, say 30 to 40, can be ac- 
counted for today. Of those, the present piece is about as high in the 
Condition Census rankings as any example of the date will ever at- 
tain. We expect to see a veritable sea of bidding paddles when this 
important gem Proof half eagle makes its appearance on the auction 
block, so be prepared to hoist your bidding paddle high and bid 
strongly, for the reward wiU be well worth the effort! 

NGC Census: 1 ; none finer within the grade designation. 

Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a proMsional basis, as 
described in Lot 579. 
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Superlative 1898 Gem Cameo Proof Eagle 

Tied for Finest Graded by NGC 



180 B 


587 1898 eagle. Proof-67 Cameo (NGC). Deep golden yellow with 

highly mirrored fields and delightfully frosted motifs. A superla- 
tive example of the issue in all respects, as one glance (or a pro- 
longed examination) will reveal. The cameo contrast is superb, 
the surfaces are as near to pristine as can be imagined, and the 
overall eye appeal is head and shoulders above many of its would- 
be peers. Of the 67 Proofs of the date produced, perhaps just half 
that number is still available to today's collecting community. Fur- 
ther, of the available pieces, many are known to bear scratches and 


other types of distractions, and still others are impounded in mu- 
seum collections. Of the specimens that dotj 7 fit any of the above 
categories, the present coin can rightfully be considered a high 
Cotiditiofi Cetisiis piece. For the record, only three Proof examples 
of the date have attained the Cameo Proof-67 grade at NGC. 
Whenever a coin of this quality is offered at public auction, the 
only guarantee of success is steadfast resolve. 

NGC Census: 3; none finer within the grade designation. 

Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 579. 
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Lovely Gem Proof 1898 $20 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 



588 1898 Proof-66 (PCGS). A splendid gem cameo Proof, though 

not designated as such on the holder; this specimen was undoubt- 
edly submitted to PCGS before they instituted their “Cameo” 
designation. Frosty, satiny motifs contrast boldly with the splen- 
did mirror fields, making for an enticing gem in all respects. Addi- 
tionally, the deep and rich golden yellow surfaces exhibit some 
deeper highlights at the rims and among the design motifs. One of 
75 Proof double eagles of the date produced, with fewer than half 
that number thought to exist today. As is typical for Proof gold of 
the era, some of the surviving specimens are permanently im- 
pounded in institutional holdings, while others have not endured 
the stresses of time well. For the record, the present specimen is 


among the finest known Proofs of the date and denomination, readily 
rivaling the Garrett-Bass coin (Part II, Lot 1924, October 1999) 
and one other graded Proof-67 by PCGS. Proof double eagles arc 
truly special coins, and opportunities to purchase specimens as ex- 
emplary as this one are few and far between. Indeed, this piece wall 
no doubt become the centerpiece of an important cabinet. Don't 
be shy in your bidding; while the meek may inherit the earth, they 
won’t be successful when this impressive gem Proof crosses the 
auction block. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer within the grade designation. 

Each of the lots from 579 through 588 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 579. 


Lovely 1898 Proof Set 

589 1898 Proof set. Certified by PCGS. As individually described in 

lots 579 through 588 above. At this point in the sale, the provisional 
awards for lots 579 and 578 will be totaled, 5% will be added, and 
that will constitute the opening bid for the current lot. Lot 589. If 
this bid is met or exceeded, the provisional awards will be cancelled 
and the coins wall be owmed by the successful bidder on the present 
lot. (Total: 10 pieces) 
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1908 Proof Set 


590 1908 cent. Proof-65 RD (PCGS). Blazing red surfaces exhibit 
trosrv* motifs and mirror fields. Some tiny flecks can be seen on the 
reverse, but the gem characteristics of the coin do much to over- 
come those tiny distractions. A pleasing gem Proof Indian cent over- 
aU. 

Each of the lots from 590 through 598 will be sold on a provisional basis. After 
Lot 608 IS sold provisionally, the total for lots 590 through 598 will be computed, 
5% will be added to the total, and this will constitute the opening bid for Lot 599. 
If the opening bid is met or exceeded, the provisional awards for lots 590 through 
598 will be canceled. If it is not met or e.xceeded, then the lots will be sold at the 
provisional award prices. 

591 1908 nickel. Proof-65 (PCGS). Bright silver gray with modest cameo 
contrast and a hint of pale golden toning. 

Each of the lots from 590 through 598 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 590. 



592 1908 dime. Proof-66 (PCGS). Frosty steel gray devices and re- 

flective fields exhibit splashes of vibrant gold, violet, and sky blue 
toning. One of 545 Proofs of the date struck, a very low production 
number when compared to other dates within the design type; only 
three other dates have lower Proof mintages. A lovely piece that will 
greatly appeal to those who appreciate vividly toned coins. 

Each of the lots from 590 through 598 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 590. 


Gem Proof 1908 Barber Quarter 

Moderately Toned 



593 1908 quarter. Proof-67 (PCGS). Reflective fields and moder- 

ately frosted motifs are the order of the day for this gem Proof Bar- 
ber quarter. Subtle splashes of pale pastel lilac, violet, gold, and blue 
mingle warmly with mint brilliance on the obverse, w^hile richer 
shades of violet, gold, and carmine adorn the reverse. From a Proof 
mintage for the date of 545 pieces, the fourth lowest Proof produc- 
tion run in the Barber quarter series. 

PCGS Population: 9; 5 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68). 

Each of the lots from 590 through 598 wall be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 590. 


Gem Proof 1908 Barber Half Dollar 



594 1908 half dollar. Proof-67 (PCGS). Lightly frosted motifs and 

mirror fields make for an impressive gem Proof Barber half dollar. 
Violet, sea green, rose, and gold iridescence joins mint brilliance in 
a colorful obverse pastiche; nature’s paint brush adorned the reverse 
in much the same way. One of 545 Proof half dollars struck in 1908; 
only three other dates in the series had lower Proof mintages. A 
splendid opportunity for the collector who appreciates both gem 
quality and rich, original toning. 

PCGS Population: 9; 3 finer within the grade designation (Proof-68). 

Each of the lots from 590 through 598 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 590. 
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Gem Matte Proof 1908 Indian $2.50 

First Year of the Design Type 



595 1908 quarter eagle. Matte Proof-65 (PCGS). All attractive gem 

Matte Proof Indian quarter eagle from the first year of the design 
type and, coincidentally, the first year of matte or “sandblast” fin- 
ishing of Proof dies for coinage production. A satiny honey gold 
specimen with strong underlying lustre and impressive overall qual- 
ity for the assigned grade; even careful examination under low mag- 
nification fails to reveal any blemishes of consequence. One of 236 
Proofs of the date produced, a sizeable imntage that perhaps reveals 
a bit of optimism on the part of Mint officials: the mintage was 
significantly higher than most Proof quarter eagle issues of the de- 



cade before, but, as noted in Walter Breen’s Eficyclopcdia “many [were] 
reportedly melted January 2, 1909.” The following year, the enthu- 
siasm waned, and only 139 Proof quarter eagles were made. Perhaps 
50% or so of the 236 Proofs of this date are presently known. Of 
course, it is fortuitous for today’s collectors that such a sizeable quan- 
tity of Proof 1908 Indian quarter eagles was produced, as specimens 
do enter the marketplace from time to time, but rarely are they as 
fine as this example. 

Each of the lots from 590 through 598 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 590, 


I 
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Landmark 1908 Matte Proof Indian $5 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 



596 1908 Indian half eagle. Matte Proof-67 (PCGS). An extraor- 

dinarily lovely Matte Proof Indian half eagle from the initial year 
of the design type (the presses in Philadelphia and Denver were 
busy in 1908, striking Liberty and Indian half eagles as Proofs in 
Philadelphia, and as circulation strikes at both mints). Deep and 
lustrous honey gold sandblast surfaces exhibit intense blasts of 
bright orange iridescence in the recessed areas of Bela Lyon Pratt’s 
classic incused design. A stunning gem specimen from a mintage 
for the date of 167 Matte Proofs. Of those, perhaps half that num- 
ber exists for the enjoyment of today’s collecting community. Suf- 


fice it to say the present landmark coin is one ofjust two Proof-67 
examples of the date certified by PCGS, with none graded finer! This 
example has strong claims to finest known status, as the other Proof- 
67 specimen would have to display a “ton” of eye appeal and physi- 
cal character to compete with the present com. This delightful 
example will aiitoniatically be a focal point of the next collection it 
graces, and it is a clear highlight in the Proof set if one lucky bid- 
der is able to purchase the set intact. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Each of the lots from 590 through 598 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 590. 
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Superb Matte Proof 1908 Indian Eagle 

With Motto 

None Graded Finer by PCGS 



597 1908 eagle. With Motto. Matte Proof-66 (PCGS) . An undeni- 

ably beautiful Matte Proof Indian eagle, struck in the first year of 
the type with the motto IN GOD WE TRUST as part of the re- 
verse design (all Proofs of the date are of the With Motto type). 
Warm honey gold surfaces display olive highlights and a halo of rich 
orange iridescence at the rims. Careful examination under low mag- 
nification reveals surfaces that seem to scintillate with the glow of 
countless thousands of tiny jewels, the end result of the matte or 
“sandblast” finish. The “et/ier” design by Augustus Saint-Gaudens; 
many collectors today feel his Indian eagle type, as represented here, 


also deserves mention when America’s most beautiful com ty^pes 
are discussed. While 116 Matte Proofs of the date were produced, 
not even half the mintage is currently known. Of the known survi- 
vors, very few are in a class with the present gem where grade is 
concerned, and it would definitely take one spectacular gem to com- 
pete where beauty is concerned! The present gem would be a high- 
light in any gold com collection or well-formed set of Proof coins. 

PCGS Population: 9; none finer. 

Each of the lots from 590 through 598 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 590. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ICARITIES 


Ti IE Classics Sale 


L'4 


Gem Matte Proof 1908 Double Eagle 

With Motto 

Just One Graded Finer by PCGS 



598 1908 double eagle. With Motto. Matte Proof-65 (PCGS). A 

pale olive-gold gem Matte Proof specimen, a coin that displays an 
abundance of warm yet subtle lustre. A sharp and attractive ex- 
ample of Charles Barber’s modified treatment of the original Saint- 
Gaudens design; here it is brought up to much finer advantage by 
the proofing process, and thus appears far superior overall to a cir- 
culation strike of the date from Barber’s modified shallow relief 
dies. One of 101 Matte Proofs of the date produced, with only a 



modest proportion of the mintage known to today’s collectors. Of 
the survivors, many are known with physical detractions and blem- 
ishes, but such is not the case with the present gem. In fact, the 
specimen we offer here is among the finest certified by PCGS, 
making it ideal for a quality-conscious collection of double eagles 
or a fine inclusion in a Proof type set. 

PCGS Population: 14; 1 finer (Matte Proor-66). 

Each of the lots from 590 through 598 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 590. 


Lovely 1908 Proof Set 

599 1908 Proof set. Certified by PCGS. As individually described in 

lots 590 through 598 above. At this point in the sale, the provisional 
awards for lots 590 and 598 will be totaled, 5% will be added, and 
that will constitute the opening bid for the current lot, Lot 599. If 
this bid is met or exceeded, the provisional aw^ards will be cancelled 
and the coins will be owned by the successful bidder on the present 
lot, (Total: 10 pieces) 
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Em^OR COINS 

Errors were not always a popular numismatic collectible, indeed, 
for the first century of American numismatics there were little more 
than curiosity pieces. In the mid 20th century, enthusiasts like Frank 
Spadone and Michael Kolman (the proprietor of Federal Coin Ex- 
change/Federal Brand Enterprises) were pivotal in making mint er- 
rors coins more than “freaks,” but desirable numismatic collectibles 
that were instructive tools in learning the minting process and rari- 
ties on their own merits. Because the error coin specialty was a “late- 
bloomer” among the diverse pursuits of American numismatics, er- 
rors from the 19th century are often great rarities. We are pleased to 
present sei^eral major mint errors from this period, delicacies like an 
1871 two-cent piece struck on a planchet intended for a nickel five- 
ccnt piece, and two of the most dramatic silver dollar errors ever likely 
to be encountered — the double struck 1923 Peace dollar is an unfor- 
gettable item! More modern errors are also present, including popu- 
lar rarities like the “transitional” 1965 quarter on a silver planchet 
and a double denomination Sacagawea mini-dollar on a Maryland 
quarter. Interesting errors in the State quarter series are also offered, 
including a rather incredible Connecticut quarter struck on a feeder 
finger! Enjoy this feast of foibles! 



600 1899 off-center cent. Snow-1. MS-65 BN (NGC). “Struck 35% 

Off Center” according to the NGC label. Deep and lustrous choco- 
late brown. An amazing off-center example of Snow-1, with 
repunching plainly evident in the lower loop of the second 9 — an 
added treat for Indian cent enthusiasts! 

Extraordinary Double Struck 1904 1^ 



601 1904 cent. Double struck, second strike 30% off-center. EF- 

45 (NGC). An eye-catching error coin, and a rarity in the series. 
Struck once normally, then partially ejected after a rotation of about 
60'’ and struck again 30% off-center at 10:00. This piece entered 
circulation but was clearly rescued by someone who found it curi- 
ous before it could be abused or worn to much of an extent. The 
surfaces are appealing medium brown, a bit darker on the two-tone 
reverse, and maintain excellent visual appeal. Two full dates are 
present, no significant marks, minor spot at the two lowest feathers 
of the second impression. A very nice Indian cent error. 


Important 1871 Two-Cent Error Rarity 

Struck on Nickel Fivc-Cent Planchet 



(2x photo) 


602 1871 two cents struck on nickel five-cent planchet. 4.8 grams. 

AU details, damaged (NCS). Dusky matte nickel gray with some 
faint striations. Solidly struck upon the hard nickel planchet, all de- 
sign elements present though some areas show flatness, nearly per- 
fectly centered upon the oversized five-cent planchet with more than 
half of the denticles present, those on the left side of both obverse 
and reverse. Several short, heavy scratches are present at the base of 
the obverse shield, one of which affects the 7 of the date, and a tiny 
circular dig is noted to the left of the date. This “damage” almost 
certainly remains from a crude attempt to determine the composi- 
tion of this most unusual and very rare coin. 

Wrong planchet errors are among the most avidly collected among all mint 
errors, with many of the more unusual pieces having been classed as patterns over 
the years as well. Nearly all known wrong planchet errors consist of a coin struck 
on a planchet intended for a smaller denomination, unlike this piece struck upon a 
shghtly larger than normal planchet intended for a higher denominanon com. Only 
two examples of this error, a two-cent piece struck on a nickel five-cent 
planchet, have been reported, though this is the only example we know of to 
have been offered publicly. Major errors on 19th century type coins are beginning 
to garner the attention and value levels they deserve based upon their rarity. This 
prize could be the centerpiece of any collecnon focusing on misstruck coins or the 
tu'o-cent denomination. 


Rare 1890 Dime Off-Center Error 



(2x photo) 


603 1890 dime struck 35% off-center. AU-50 (PCGS). Attractively 

toned deep gray with splendid blue on the obverse and subtle golden 
highlights on the reverse. Some light striations are noted on the 
unstruck portion, only insignificant signs of circulation. Boldly 
misstruck at the 10:00 position, lea\ing a complete four digit date 
on the planchet though the mmtmark area is not present. Seated 
Liberty dimes are rarely seen so far off-center and are scarcely seen 
at all. An impressive error com. 
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Rare 1965 Silver Quarter 

Transitional Error 



604 1965 quarter struck on 90% silver planchet. 6.2 grams. AU- 

50 (NGC). Pale silver gray with much lustre remaining. Good eye 
appeal, some flatness of strike noted typical of the issue and consis- 
tent with the fatigued and flowHned state of the dies. A significant 
rim cud is present on the obverse from left of the first date numeral 
to below T in TRUST. Only trnial contact marks and hairlines are 
noted. 

An historically important and ver)’ rare transitional error, the abrupt end of 
silver coinage in 1965 in favor of fiat cupronickel clad coinage left behind only a 
tiny number of coins bearing the new date struck on outmoded silver planchets. 
Both dimes and quarters dated 1965 are known struck in 90% silver; such pieces 
were struck late in that calendar year since coins struck in the first several months 
of 1965 continued to be dated 1964 and struck in silver in expectation of the pas- 
sage of the Coinage Act of 1965. Struck after what was perhaps the most signifi- 
cant piece of coinage legislation since 1792, the silver transitional errors of 1965 
represent a unique point on the continuum of American coinage history, A cen- 
terpiece to an advanced Washington quarter collection, a mint error whose fame 
and interest continues to grow. 

Extraordinary CT 250 in Aluminum 

Struck on a Feeder Finger! 



605 1999-P Connecticut quarter struck on aluminum scrap, a 

broken portion of a feeder mechanism. MS-64 (PCGS). Bright 
silvery lustre shines through fatigued portions of the aluminum scrap, 
glossy black finish persists over much of the surfaces. Struck on a 
misshapen broken section of a feeder finger with tw'o broken, ir- 
regular edges and two edge surfaces more or less rounded. About 
H3 'l of the surface area of the dies is present, including the com- 


plete w'ord CONNECTICUT, both dates, and a complete Phila- 
delphia mintmark. While the vast mintages of state quarters led to 
many errors escaping the Mint, some quite unusual, this is undoubt- 
edly one of the most fascinating forms of struck aluminum scrap wx‘ 
have encountered and one of a very small number of struck feeder 
fingers wr know^ of Apparently the lightweight aluminum feeding 
mechanism, an essentially disposable and easily replaced part, sim- 
ply broke off after either being stressed by foreign material or through 
fatigue; it then entered the die chamber and w\as ejected as struck 
material in the vague shape of a Connecticut state quarter. A fasci- 
nating artifact of the minting process gone awTy. 

Pennsylvania 250 on Experimental Blank 



606 1999-P Pennsylvania quarter. Struck on experimental 

planchet. MS-67 (PCGS). Bright brassy yellow with bold lustre. 
Planchet shows evenly spaced fine parallel striations on obverse and 
reverse, strike is especially sharp with all details w^ell developed, some 
subtle toning present. Initially appearing more like an arcade token 
than a State quarter, this Pennsylvania w^as coined in an experimen- 
tal composition that was under consideration by the U.S. Mint for 
the Sacagawea “golden dollar” of 2000. In their attempts to find a 
“golden” metal which resisted tarnish yet was appropriate to strike a 
large volume of coins, the Mint tested many different alloys. This 
particular composition was not used to strike the Sacagawea dollars, 
but a small number of State quarters are known w'ith this unusual 
shade and appearance. A rare trial piece, one of fewer than a dozen 
known, that evokes some of the more fascinating pattern coins of a 
long-ago era. 


Choice Off-Center 1898 $1 



607 1898 dollar struck 5% off-center. MS-64 (PCGS). Superb cart- 

wheel lustre on lively surfaces exhibiting silver and pale violet ton- 
ing. Excellent surface quality for the grade with no significant marks. 
Struck off-center to the 3:00 position, with the denticles on the 
right side of the coin interrupted at the edge. Morgan dollar strik- 
ing errors are rare and popular, and very few indeed are anvAvhere 
near as attractive and wtII preserved as this one. Ideal lor an error 
coin type set. 
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(2x photo) 

608 Undated Morgan dollar. Struck 25% off-center. EF-45 
(NGC). A very desirable major error in the Morgan dollar series. 
Even silver gray with a hint of golden toning on the reverse, much 
remaining lustre for the assigned grade. Some light hairlines are 
noted, not atypical on an error such as this that was often “con- 
served” by non-numismatists who enjoyed such pieces for their value 
as curiosities. Boldly and dramatically misstruck to due south, 6:00, 
by a margin of 25%. This has, unfortunately perhaps, left the coin 
dateless but extremely eye-catcliing. This is one of the most seri- 
ously off-center Morgans we have encountered. The mintmark area 
is present and empty. No significant marks arc present on cither the 
struck portion or the unstruck portion. 

Major errors in the Morgan dollar series are rarely found in the marketplace - 
the few specimens of this severity extant usually find their way into a collection 
and remain a point of pride for years instead of bouncing from dealer to dealer 


until they finally find a home. As such, collectors who would seek to include one 
in their holdings would be best served to bid strongly instead of wailing for the 
next time. 

From the Milt Colicu CoUectiou of major errors. Colum was one of the 
first collectors to systematically assemble a serious collection of error coins and 
owned many spectacular pieces; his cabinet was dispersed by Natalie Halperu 
in 1981. 


Stunning 1923 Double Struck Peace Dollar 
A Major Error 



(2x photo) 


609 1923 dollar. Double struck, first strike 40% off-center. MS- 

64 (PCGS). Frosty and brilliant, untoned and exceptionally attrac- 
tive with full lustre and no significant marks. A beautiful Choice 
Mint State coin whth gem quality visual appeal. One of the single 
most impressive l^eacc dollar errors in existence. Struck once dra- 
matically off-center to due south, 6:00 on the obverse, wnth the eve 
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ot Mrs. OeFraiicisci present just inside the rim, then fed again into 
the coining chamber to be struck normally. ONE DOLLAR from 
the first impression is nearly complete on the reverse, and Libern^’s 
rays are plain on the neck of Libert)' from the second impression. 
The effect is eye-catching, to say the very least. 

Long held privately and never before offered at public auction, this coin will 
create excitement and fes ensh bidding among major error collectors. Morgan and 
Peace dollar errors are among the rarest error coins by type - the errors that do 
appear in the marketplace are apt to be minor olT-centers or similar items. Peace 
dollar errors are significantly rarer than those in the Morgan series, and double 
strikes Mich as this one are all but unheard of No more than a handful - three to 
five - double strikes of this dramatic nature are known in the entire Peace dollar 
senes, and we have no records of one being sold publicly in recent memory. An 
important offering for Peace dollar or mint error enthusiasts. 


Rare 40% Silver 1974-D $1 



610 1974-D dollar struck on 40% silver planchet. Breen-5761. MS- 

62 (PCGS). Excellent caruvheel lustre on bright silvery surfaces. 
Some light field abrasions account for the assigned grade, but none 
are serious and the eye appeal is excellent. Boldly struck. A very rare 
variety, a Denver Mint product struck on a silver-clad planchet in- 
tended for use at the San Francisco Mint. Breen gave this off-planchet 
error a separate entry in his Encyclopedia and suggested that about 30 
pieces were known, the first “discovered by a Las Vegas blackjack 
dealer.” The dealer announced his discovery in the October 10, 1974 
issue of Coi/i IVorld. Confirmation from the Mint of the variety was 
forthcoming, stating that the planchets were “rejected as unfit for 
Proof coinage” and shipped from San Francisco to Deiwer acciden- 
tally among a group of usual cupronickel blanks. The variety" re- 
mains rare today, and is a distinctive variety among Ike dollars, now 
meriting mention in recent editions of the Guide Book. 



611 1999-P dollar. Struck 50% off-center. MS-62 (PCGS). Bold 

lustre on bright silver gray surfaces, the reverse shows some faint 
champagne toning. An ideal off-center specimen of this final Susan 
B. Anthony dollar, struck after an 18 year gap in production that 
exceeded that in the Morgan dollar series by a year. The strike is 
oriented to 1 :30 to a dramatic degree, far more off-center than typi- 
cal misstrikes, but still allowing for a mintmark, full date, and 
designer’s initials on the struck area. The assigned grade, despite 
gem quality eye appeal, was no doubt given because of a long scratch 
through star 3 to the rim ol the unstruck portion at 6:00, a scratch 
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probably caused by a coin counting machine. Of course, the work- 
man clearing the jam was probably thrilled to find that this com was 
the cause! A nice addition to any error collection. 

2000 $1 Double Denomination Error 


Struck on Maryland Quarter 



612 2000-P Sacagawea dollar. Struck over 2000-P Maryland quar- 

ter. MS-65 (NGC). Full silvery cartwheel lustre on choice sur- 
faces, lightly toned a subtle golden tone. Few marks of any kind, a 
boldly struck gem. A challenging double denomination error, ap- 
parently struck during or soon after the 10-week window during 
which Maryland quarters were struck in 2000. Only a small num- 
ber of Sacagawea mini-dollars are known as double denominations, 
though fewer still exhibit this kind of superb eye appeal. The present 
specimen shows a clear mintmark from the quarter undert)"pe on 
the papoose and the 2000 date of the quarter is present at the bot- 
toms of ERIC of AMERICA on the reverse. A significant oppor- 
tunity for the mint error specialist. 


Desirable Double Struck Sac $1 



613 2000-P Sacagawea dollar. Double struck, 2nd strike 20% off- 

center. MS-66 (PCGS). Eye appeal and pristine surfaces befitting 
the grade, rich golden tone with resplendent lustre. Struck once 
normally, partially ejected with a 35 rotation, then struck again 
20% off-center at 9:00 of the original strike. Sacagawea errors con- 
tinue to be very popular among collectors, and double strikes of this 
magnitude are scarce. The present example is dramatic and attrac- 
tive. 



614 1999-W $5 eagle. Struck from unfinished Proof dies. MS-70 

(NGC). Fully lustrous golden yellow with a frosty", matte-like ap- 
pearance. Struck at the West Point Mint as a Proofissue, though the 
dies were not properly prepared for the usual highly reflective Proof 
finish and the surfaces are not similar to those found wath any Proof 
finishing process of the past or present. A highly attractive, indeed 
flawless, specimen of this modern rarity. 
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GOLD DOLLARS 

Beginning in 1849, the gold dollar series came in with the Gold 
Rush and remained a part of American commerce for an unbroken 
span of 40 years. Three major types were struck, using the facilities of 
five different mints. Among those active in the period, only Carson 
City never struck a gold dollar. This continuity and diversity has made 
the series a popular one, with enough pieces available in high Mint 
State grades to satisfy the type collectors and enough challenging is- 
sues that specialists never lose interest in improving their set. Our 
selection offers something for both groups, with extraordinary Mint 
State and Proof specimens for those who yearn for near-perfect qual- 
ity and specimens from branch mints that are exquisite even though 
they may be only AU! One of the finest known Type II gold dollars is 
herein offered, an amazing MS-67 specimen of the 1855 issue, and a 
superbly struck example of the famous and historic 1861-D issue of 
the Confederate States of America is also among the treats you’ll find. 
(All gold dollar photographs are 2x) 


Gem Mint State 1849 Gold $1 

Close Wreath 



Outstanding Gem Mint State 1851 Gold $1 

Among the Finest Certified by PCGS 



617 1851 MS-67 (PCGS). Rich honey gold surfaces display strong lus- 

tre with a touch of olive iridescence and deeper golden highlights 
that add immensely to the overall appeal. This frosty gold dollar is a 
textbook example of outstanding gem quahty. A touch of striking 
weakness is seen at the center of the reverse, and is the rule rather 
than the exception on. Type I gold dollars. Among the finest circu- 
lation strikes of the date available to today’s collecting community, 
and a coin that will certainly draw intense interest from an apprecia- 
tive gathering of auction bidders. PCGS has certified just two ex- 
amples of the date at a finer grade, making the present coin one of 
the finest certified 1851 gold dollars currently available. When this 
superb specimen finds its new home, we suspect its destination will 
be a world-class collection of U.S. gold coins. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (MS-68). 


618 Gold dollar quintette containing all three types: ☆ 1851 MS- 
60 ☆ 1852 AU-58 ☆ 1855 EF-45, light hairlines ☆ 1856 Slanting 5. 
EF-45 ☆ 1874 AU-50. (Total; 5 pieces) 

Gem Mint State 1853 Gold Dollar 


615 1849 Close Wreath, L on Truncation. MS-65 (PCGS). Light 

yellow gold with satiny surfaces and excellent mint lustre on both 
sides. Very well struck, with full execution of the design. The beads 
of the coronet, hair curls, star centers, and fine reverse wreath de- 
tails are all sharp. 

The Close Wreath variety is the second type produced for the year, the earlier 
production being the Open Wreath variety. According to Breen, the same reverse 
hub was used in the later production, but the mint had added an extra pair of leaves 
and berries on either side of the wreath. A few different varieties exist, the present 
example having heavy date numerals and slight repunching visible. 


Flashy 1849-D Gold $1 



616 1849-D Open Wreath. AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant and attractive, 

with almost all of the original mint lustre still surviving in the fields. 
Nice eye appeal for the grade. Only 2 1 ,588 gold dollars were struck 
at the Dahlonega Mint during the year, and survivors of this quality 
arc not easy to find. 



619 1853 MS-65 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous with heavy rose and or- 

ange iridescence in places, especially so on the reverse. A sharply 
struck gem Mint State Type 1 gold dollar, a com that would easily 
highlight the design type in any advanced collection. 

Frow (he Luther A. Breck Collectum. 


Lustrous 1853 MS-64 Gold $1 




620 1853 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and frosty. Miss Liberty's hair de- 

tails and the foliage of the wTcath arc sharp. Outstanding both techni- 
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cally and aesthetically, and certainly an excellent candidate for in- 
clusion in a U.S. gold type set or date collection. Worth a gener- 
ous bid. 

621 All three gold dollar types: ☆ 1853 MS-61. Frosty honey gold ☆ 
1854 Type II. EF-45. Plenty of lustre and all the appeal of a finer 
grade despite a few faint marks ☆ 1874 MS-60. Bright and lustrous 
and devoid of hea\y marks. A nice threesome. (Total: 3 pieces) 


Important MS-65 1853-0 Gold $1 

Among the Finest Certified by PCGS 



622 1853-0 MS-65 (PCGS). A splendid gem example with sharp frosty 

devices and immaculate lustrous fields. Despite a comparatively gen- 
erous mintage of 290,000 pieces, comparatively few were set aside 
at the time of issue, and of these only a tiny handful survive at the 
MS-65 grade level, a fact supported by the PCGS population 
datareported below. The presently offered piece ranks among the 
most important condition rarities in the sale, and is certain to go be 
the subject of keen bidder competition. 

PCGS Population: 3: 2 finer (MS-66 finest). 



623 1854 Type I. MS-64 (NGC). Sharply struck with excellent defi- 

nition of all design elements. Nice lustre and good eye appeal. A 
tiny scratch is noted just above Liberty^’s hair bun. Struck from clashed 
dies that are just beginning to show cracks that became quite exten- 
sive as the dies saw heavy use. 


Exquisite Gem Uncirculated 1854 Gold $1 

Type II 

None Certified Finer by PCGS 



624 1854 Type II. MS-67 (PCGS). An exquisite golden gem Mint 

State example of this ever-popular and short lived (1854-56) design 
type. Intense cartwheel lustre virtually explodes on the silky smooth 
surfaces, bursting forth in all its radiant glory. Add a nuance of deep 
golden toning and a dash of olive iridescence and the enchantment 
is enhanced further. From an early state of the dies, here without 
traces of clashing (a typical characteristic for the date and design type 
overall), and with bold design elements on both sides. Indeed, the 
sharpness of strike is so evident on the pre.sent specimen that the 
original engraver’s arc at LIBERTY (used to line up the tops of the 
letters in that word) can still be seen to the left of the top of the L, as 
can some die lines through TY; this all no doubt was worked from 
the die after the clashing occurred. The present coin is far and away 
the finest example of Type II gold dollar coinage this wTiter (FW) 
has ever encountered (and this writer has seen literally hundreds 
upon hundreds of Type II gold dollars during his numismatic ca- 
reer). For the record, PCGS has not seen a finer example of the date 
either. In fact, only two examples of the date have received an MS- 
67 grade from that firm. We expect this beautiful gold dollar to cre- 
ate one of the most intense bouts of bidding activity ot the current 
sale when it takes its turn on the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 
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Impressive Gem Uncirculated 1855 Gold $1 



625 1855 MS-65 (PCGS). Bright honey gold surfaces with fluid rose 

and olive iridescent highlights. A splendid gem Mint State Type 1 
gold dollar in all respects. Struck from faintly clashed dies and some- 
what weak at the 18 in the date, as virtually always seen. Some Hght 
planchet fissures, as struck (and again, as frequently found for the 
issue), are noted below Liberty’s portrait and at the date on the re- 
verse. A classic design type in “classic” grade, and a coin that will no 
doubt excite its new owner for years to come. 

A spidery network of die cracks is seen on the obverse, their presence heaviest 
at UNITED and ICA. A reverse die crack runs from the tip of the left ribbon to 
the dentils at 7:00, then through three dentils, back into the field, and then back to 
the dentils at 9:00. As a further note ofinterest regarding the obverse, the letters in 
UNITED are set in the die at sharp angles to the dentils and to each other, while 
STATES and OF are broadly and unevenly spaced. In fact, AMERICA is the only 
word in the legend that is “normal” in its spacing and its upright nature. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collectioih 


Another Splendid Gem 1855 Gold $1 



626 1855 MS-65 (PCGS). A superlative gem example of the date, with 

frosty golden surfaces that suggest a finer grade, even when more 
than a casual glance is applied. Sharply struck in all areas; perhaps as 
sharply struck as any 1855 gold dollar we have seen. All the details, 
including the date numerals, are bold and crisp. Some minor die 
clash marks show on both sides, as are frequently seen in the Type 11 
gold dollar series. A beauty! 


Lustrous 1855-0 Gold Dollar 



627 1855-0 MS-60 (NGC). The final New Orleans Mint gold dol- 

lar, and the only one struck in the Type 11 design. Typical softness 
on the figure 8 in the date, but otherwise good sharpness. Lus- 
trous light yellow gold, with some surface marks as expected. 


Impressive 1859-D Gold Dollar 

Well Struck for the Issue 



628 1859-D AU-58 (PCGS). Deep honey gold with bursts of brilliant 

yellow lustre in the recessed areas. A satiny and unusually sharply 
struck specimen ofan elusive and desirable issue. As noted by Da\id 
Akers, “a collector must be willing to accept one that is poorly struck 
since that is the only w'ay the 1859-D comes.” There are exceptions 
to every rule, and the present coin is a clear exception to the Akers 
rule. All the obverse details are bold and crisp, and, save for a touch 
of w’^eakness at the 5 in the date, the reverse measures up just as 
strongly. Often considered the most “common” T)^c II gold dollar 
from Georgia’s mint, one must take into account that “common” 
here represents a mintage ofjust 4,952 pieces. Of that mintage, per- 
haps just 150 to 250 examples survive today in all grades. A popular 
rarity that will see spirited bidding. 
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Famous 1861-D Gold Dollar Rarity 

Struck by the Confederate States of America 

One of the Finest Known Examples 




629 1861-D MS-61 (PCGS). A superb specimen of this historic artifact 

of the earliest days of the Civil War. Even, bright yellow gold, the 
obverse showing deeply reflective fields, the reverse more satiny but 
exceptionally lustrous. The strike is as bold as ever found on an 
1861-D dollar, with the U in UNITED fully outlined and the cleft 
between the uprights plain - an extraordinary characteristic indeed, 
as a mushy strike is the unifying characteristic among the fewTr than 
100 known specimens of this emission. The reverse and other areas of 
the obverse are likewise strong, placing this coin head and shoulders 
above its brethren in terms ofcondition and could be considered more 
desirable than even those that exceed it in terms of numerical grade. 
No significant marks are seen on this wtU preserved jew^l, just mod- 
est hairlines, but a thin diagonal lamination just inside the reverse rim 
dbovc 9:00 serves as an identifier. The Bass II specimen, itself a MS- 
62 (ECGS) coin with a far poorer strike, show's a diagonal area of 
weakness in this identical area, lea\ing us to wonder if the piece of 
scrap or laminated material that this piece w^as struck through dam- 
aged the reverse die significantly enough that its impression w^as trans- 
ferred to the Bass specimen and possibly others that show a weakness 
in the northwest quadrant of the reverse. At the time of the sale of 
that specimen, PCGS had certified only one MS-62 specimen and 
three MS-63 coins with none finer a reasonable percentage of what 
Dave Bowers estimates to be a Mint State population of five to nine 
pieces. Today, the Population Report has bloated to 4 MS-62s, 5 MS- 
63s, and an MS-64 specimen! After 100 years of active collector in- 
terest m this rarity; it should be clear that another half dozen choice 
Mint State specimens did not suddenly appear in a few^ years, but that 
resubmissions have made such information nearly meaningless. Most 
specimens in existence today are in grades of EF and below; 

While this issue could rest upon its laurels of rarity; especially in 
Mint State, its historical background has alw'ay's been its major draw 
among knowledgeable collectors. Dahlonega, nestled in the moun- 


tains ofnorthwTst Georgia and today home to a company that relies 
upon mail-order sales of grits, relied in the early 19th century upon 
the gold deposits in the surrounding hills - wdiat Mint Director 
Franklin Peale called “auriferous quartz’' and the local (and soon 
displaced) natives called talunanticka, the etymological root of 
Dahlonega, meaning “yellow' money” in Cherokee. The Mint served 
the local miners, and also processed gold from elsewhere, including 
the Carolinas and Colorado. The district and its native wealth be- 
came of prime interest to the nascent Confederacy when Georgia 
announced its secession from the Union on January 17, 1861. The 
dollar dies arrived at the Mint on January 7, 1861. The Mint was 
fairly quiet in the earliest months of 1861, so the question of alle- 
giance w^as mostly academic until March when the body that w^ould 
become the Congress of the Confederate States of America claimed 
the Mint for their new Confederacy. By the day in April 1861 when 
Georgia troops took possession of the mint, no dollars had been 
struck. All 1861-D dollars were struck after that date, making them 
issues coined by the authority' of the Confederacy - the only thing 
federal about them W'as their designs. 

The genesis of this emission w^as a unique moment, and a brief 
one, as the Dahlonega Mint permanently ceased its functions on 
May 14 and officially closed later that month. No other American 
coin has a history to compare with that of the 1861-D dollar, in- 
deed, perhaps the coins struck by Roman usurpers, born by neces- 
sity' in a time of belligerence, have more in common w'ith this issue 
than any U.S. coin. In a time of coins w^hose rarity' is ultimately 
fleeting, a wtU struck Mint State 1861-D dollar stands out as a coin 
w^hose desirability' is steadfast, limited only by the number of nu- 
mismatists w'ho discover its remarkable history. 

PCC’fS l\'>piilation: 3; 10 finer (MS-64 finest). As noted above, these numbers 
do not pass a common sense test and undoubtedly include duplication produced 
by resubnussions. 
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Choice Proof 1863 Gold $1 



630 1863 Proof-64 (PCGS). Choice surfaces with very slight hairlines 

noted in the nicely mirrored fields, as expected for the grade. The 
devices are bold and frosted, creating a pleasing cameo contrast and 
leaving one to wonder why this piece did not receive the cameo 
designation. Light orange and rose-gold toning with bright yellow 
gold undertones. High-grade examples of the 1863 gold dollar are 
few and far between in either Mint State or Proof format, but choice 
Proof examples are decidedly rare. Though it is reported that 50 
pieces were struck, it is highly unlikely that even half of that original 
population exists today. A rare opportunity for anyone seeking an 
example of this elusive date. 

PCGS Population: 10; 3 finer (Proof-66 finest). 


Choice Mint State 1871 Gold $1 


day. In the eyes of PCGS, however, fewer than 2f) examples of the 
date can claim the assigned grade of the present coin! Harry Bass 
had a MS-68 example of the date in his collection, and now you, 
the bidder, have the opportunity to equal the quality that was fine 
enough for Mr. Bass. A true prize for the specialist or type collector. 

PCGS Population: 19; none finer. 


Lovely Gem Proof 1887 Gold $1 




633 1887 Proof-65 (PCGS). A glittering gem Proof gold dollar with 

rich orange iridescence in abundance on the mirror fields and frosted 
motifs. Lovely cameo contrast is apparent, though such is not noted 
on the holder-this coin was probably certified before PCGS began 
its cameo designation category. A satisfying gem in all respects. 

Myriad tiny die lines crisscross the reverse field, especially at the center. 

From the Luther A. Brcck Collection. 



I 631 1871 MS-64 (PCGS). A satiny gold dollar with intense cartwheel 

lustre and splashes of orange-gold iridescence in the protected ar- 
eas. Nicely struck save for a touch of weakness near the 8 m the 
date. One of 3,900 circulation strikes of the date produced. 

t Extraordinary Gem Uncirculated 1881 Gold $1 

None Graded Finer by PCGS 


4 632 1881 MS-68 (PCGS) . An extraordinary gem Mint State gold dol- 

1 lar, both physically and aesthetically. Intense lustre glistens brightly 

on rich, deep honey gold surfaces. A sharply struck coin in virtually 
all areas of the design, with only a touch ofweakness seen at the very 
tops of the last feathers in Liberty’s headdress. From a circulation 
strike mintage for the date of7,620 pieces, of which no doubt thou- 
sands of Mint State specimens could probably be accounted for to- 



634 1889 MS-65 (PCGS). Frosty golden surfaces show strong lustre 

and a touch of pale olive iridescence. A tiny fleck is seen in the 
reverse field after the 9 in the date, otherwise the surfaces are free of 
detractions of any concern. From the final year of the design type 
and denomination, and ahvays popular as such. Nicely struck and 
every bit the gem PCGS thinks it is! 

A faint circular reverse die crack runs around the outer circumference of the 
devices from 5:00 to 11:00, and again from 1 :00 to 3:00. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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QUARTER EAGLES 

Our selection of nearly 50 quarter eagle lots includes many of the 
most desirable issues in the series. Type collectors will be pleased 
with the selection of early issues - including four Mint State “No 
Motto'’ pieces - but variety enthusiasts will be interested in a superb 
example of the rare 1802 Breen-2. The offering of the 1837 Proof 
quarter eagle, the only one in private hands, is an historic occasion 
and a chance for any collector to at least see the coin, one that may 
disappear off the market for decades as it did when it was purchased 
by Louis Eliasberg, Sr. and again when bought by Harry Bass! Many 
memorable examples from the Southern mints are included in AU 
or CN'cn Mint State grade, and later Liberty issues are highlighted by a 
specimen of the very rare 1865 and one of the finest Proof specimens 
extant of the type, a 1901 graded an incredible Proof-69 CAM! Many 
Choice Mint State Indian quarter eagles round out this exceptional 
offering. 

Attractive AU 1802 $2.50 



(2x photo) 

635 1802 Breen-l, B-6118. Rarity-4. AU-58 (NGC). Even yellow 

gold with some lustre remaining in protected areas. Scattered tiny 
contact marks, a bit of shallow roughness at reverse periphery, traces 
ofadjustment seen at central obverse. Dies clashed, some flatness of 
strike at left rims on both sides. A pleasing specimen of the more 
frequently encountered of the two varieties of the year. 

The reverse die used on this variety was also used to mint 1802 and 1803 
dimes. 


Rare 1802 Quarter Eagle 
Breen-2, AU-58 (NGC) 


636 1802 Breen-2, B-6118. Rarity-6. AU-58 (NGC). Rich medium 

yellow gold with slightly deeper golden toning at the peripheries. 
Good lustre remains and generous eye appeal, a far nicer piece than 
most seen of this very rare variety. A digjust under Liberty’s chin is 
the only notable flaw, light adjustment hues visible at soft area of 
central obverse, reverse likewise shows central weakness as typical. 
This die marriage is the rarer of the two varieties of the year by a 
significant margin. The only coin in the three Bass sales of this vari- 
ety was a VF with altered surfaces, a testament to the importance of 
the present example; the Bass coin impounded in the ANA Mu- 
seum is only slightly sharper. This reverse die was used in 1804 on 
the very rare 13 Star reverse quarter eagles, a coin that approaches 
six figures in this grade, as w^ell as on 1802 and 1804 dimes. The 
presently offered coin is new to the marketplace and should see a 
bright reception among specialists in early American gold issues. 

Mint State 1804 Quarter Eagle 


637 1804 Breen-l, B-6119. 14 Star reverse. Rarity-4. MS-60. Lively 

reflective fields exhibit deep yellow gold color and excellent lustre. 
Some faint reverse adjustment marks are noted, mostly at the lett 
periphery but also within the shield and just below the eagle’s tail. 
Tiny rim nick at ED of UNITED, thin scratch from hair to below 
eye of Liberty, light scattered contact marks, perhaps lighdy pol- 
ished long ago but very pleasing overall. Above average strike for 
the issue, the Harry Bass Foundation coin lacks detail at stars 1 
through 3 and at the sinister wing tip due to adjustment marks. A 
very desirable specimen of this date and variety\ 

This reverse die was used to coin both quarter eagles and 1804 dimes. 



(2x photo) 





photo) 
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Rare 1830 Quarter Eagle Mint State 1833 Quarter Eagle 



638 1830 Breen-1, B-6133. Rarity-4. MS-62 (NGC). Pale yellow 

gold with good lustre on lightly reflective fields. A sharply struck 
and very attractive specimen, very minor diagonal adjustments noted 
inside shield but all shield lines are well defined, only minor han- 
dhng marks though we note a tiny nick outside the denticles at star 
2. This date was struck using only one pair of dies; the reverse die 
was first used this year and would be the last reverse die produced 
for this type - the quarter eagles of 1831 through 1834 all used this 
die. This type was the last quarter eagle design of the heavy weight 
or “old tenor” issued before the Coinage Act of 1834, and few sur- 
vive to the modern day. An exceptional opportunity for the advanced 
type collector or early gold enthusiast. 

From Stack's/Sotheby's sale of the ''Dallas Bank'' Collection, October 
2001, Lot 313, 


Exemplary 1832 Quarter Eagle 



639 1832 Breen-1, B-6135. Rarity-4. MS-62 (PCGS). Frosty pale 

yellow gold with attractive satiny lustre and shallow reflectivity. A 
crisp and attractive specimen of this rare issue, some tiny marks near 
star 3, some Hght contact points elsewhere. The only die variety of 
the year, same reverse as the previous lot. Wliile few 1832 quarter 
eagles appear on the open market, those that do are unlikely to sur- 
pass the present example - PCGS has certified only one finer. A 
prize worthy of a fine cabinet. 

PCGS Population: 4, 1 finer (MS-63). 


640 1833 Breen-6136, B-1. Rarity-4. MS-62 (NGC). Bright and 

frosty yellow gold with strong lustre and nice overall eye appeal. A 
touch of central weakness is noted on both sides, and some faint 
central adjustment marks are noted on the reverse. A rarity in all 
grades, although a small number of Mint State pieces do exist. Only 
4,160 quarter eagles of the date were struck (at the time there was 
very little demand for the denomination from banks or commerce), 
and only a small proportion of that mintage can be located today. 
Walter Breen referred to this design type as “Kneass’s Modified 
Capped Head (1829-34).” As Breen noted in his Encyclopedia, this 
date is “rarer in all grades than 1829-32, much rarer [in] Uncircu- 
lated.” One of just six examples of the date graded Mint State by 
NGC, two of them “lesser” in stature than the present coin, and 
three others at a finer level. Four other dates of the design type — 
1829, 1830, 1831, and 1832 — all have significandy higher Mint State 
populations in the NGC Census. Once again, it sure sounds a lot 
like opportunity knocking to our ears! 

NGC Census: 1; 3 finer (MS-67 finest). 

A faint die line closes the first 3 in the date, while the top of the second 3 is 
apparendy repunched; that numeral is closed by an even heavier die hne. On the 
reverse, the U in UNITED and the I in AMERICA are boldly repunched. 

After the death of Robert Scot in 1823, the Mint hired William Kneass, an 
engraver of bank note plates, as Scot’s successor. According to Breen’s comments 
in his Encyclopedia (1988), Kneass was essentially hired “to improve existing de- 
signs of all series,” which he did beginning in 1828 with the 10c denomination, 
followed in 1829 by half dimes, quarter eagles, and half eagles. Half cents and quar- 
ter dollars were similarly improved in 1831. 
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Remarkable 1834 No Motto $2.50 

The First “New Tenor” Quarter Eagle 



641 1834 Breen-6140. MS-64 (NGC). Bright yellow gold with swirl- 

ing satiny lustre, the obverse showing significant reflectivity, the 
reverse more frosty. A beautiful example of this historically impor- 
tant issue, the obverse showing marks really only in the basined area 
of the central fields, the reverse exhibiting even less consequential 
marks and light field hay marks. Some softness of strike on the highest 
points of the obverse design element, the feathers and stripes on the 
reverse are ideally and delicately defined. Following the reduction 
of the weight of gold coins by the Coinage Act of 1834, a drastic and 
important piece of legislation, this was the first quarter eagle issue 
struck, coined in the latter portion of the year. High-grade examples 
are avidly sought, but difficult to locate. Eleven pieces have been 
certified finer by NGC. 


Frosty Near-Gem 1835 $2.50 



642 1835 Breen-6141. MS-64 (PCGS). Even deep yellow gold with 

richer yellow gold at the reverse rims. A lovely coin, a superb speci- 
men of the issue, with only a thin scratch next to star 12 keeping 
this from the full gem designation. No marks of consequence, far 
fewer hairlines than seen on even higher graded pieces, some soft- 
ness of strike at central obverse manifest as a flat curl above ear. Natu- 
ral planchet depression in gap between STATES and OF. An ex- 
traordinary specimen that will thrill a specialist in the series. 

PCGS Population: 2 , 2 finer (MS-65). 
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Marvelous 1837 Quarter Eagle Proof Rarity 

Unique in Private Hands 

The Parmalee-Mills-Clapp-Eliasberg-Bass Coin 



643 1837 Breen-6145. Rarity-8 as a Proof. Proof-66 DCAM 

(PCGS). One of the highlight rarities of our sale, a com of great 
rarity and importance. Heavily frosted central devices contrast sharply 
with deeply mirrored fields wliich leave no question about the Proof 
nature of this impressive jewel. The color is an even light yellow 
gold, the surfaces are pristine but for some small inherent planchet 
chips - we can locate no post-striking flaws under magnified scru- 
tiny but for a single hairline under T of UNITED, a tiny spot under 
the sinister wing, and an insignificant speck in the denticles outside 
star 4. A long, thin die crack extends from star 8 through the central 
device to 7 in the date, engraver’s scratch at corner of lips. Boldly 
struck with detail in the hair and ear not usually seen on quarter 
eagles of this type. The visual presentation of this piece, maintained 
by collectors whose names we know for over 100 years and collec- 
tors whose names are lost before that, is simply a marvel. 

Two examples of the 1837 quarter eagle are known in Proof for- 
mat. This piece is the only one any collector could hope to own, as 
the other piece traces its provenance to the Mint Cabinet and is today 
in the National Numismatic Collection at the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion. While other early Proof gold coins are extremely rare, three to 
five examples are known of some of these delicacies (or even more in 
some rare circumstances) but this piece is for all intents and pur- 
poses unique. The 1837 half eagle in Proof is present only in the 
Smithsonian collection, and will never again be owned privately. 


Two die varieties are known of the 1837 quarter eagle. Interest- 
ingly, the Proof specimens are both struck from the die which fea- 
tures a long die crack, hea\y repunching at star 8 and more modest 
repunching at star 9, and repunching in the 8 and 7 of the date. The 
varieties are easily distinguished by the position of star 8, as this one 
points af a hair curl and the other one points hetweai two hair curls. 

Early American gold coins in Proof appeal to numismatists on 
many fronts: their unique beauty, their extreme rarity, their history 
of ownership by some of our nation’s best known and more storied 
numismatists. The next owner of this coin has an incomparable re- 
sponsibility as steward of a coin that, m a literal sense, has no equal 
in the hands of collectors. 

PCGS Population: 1, none finer. This specimen was formerly encapsulated as 
NGC Proof-66 Cameo; that insert accompanies this lot. At the time of the Bass 
sale, this coin was certified as Proof-65, and that notation in current population 
data represents tliis coin. 

From the sale of the Harry IV. Bass, Jr. Collection, Part III, May 
2000, Lot 94. Earlier, from Bowers and Ruddy Galleries ’ sale of the Louis 
E. Eliasheryj, Sr. Collection, October 1982, Lot 104. Eliasberg acquired 
this coin when he bought the Jolm H. Clapp Collection intact in 1942. 
Earlier still, from the Chapman brother*s sale of the John G. Milh Collec- 
tion, April 1904, Lot 552. Earlier acquired from New York Coin and 
Stamp Company's sale of the Lorin G. Pannalee Collect ion. June 1890, 
Lot 1071. 
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Notable 1840-C $2.50 




photo) 


644 1840-C AU-55 (NGC). Lustrous yellow gold with warm honey 

highlights and bursts of brilliance around the devices. A rare and 
popular issue from the Charlotte Mint, the present specimen being 
one of 12,822 examples produced. A lovely coin, one that is not far 
from inclusion in the Condition Census for the date. Variety with 
circular lathe lines on the portrait of Liberty (see below). A grand 
opportunity for collectors of “southern gold.” 

The circular lathe lines mentioned above, here noticeable mainly at LIBERTY 
on the coronet and at Liberty’s eye area, were discussed in detail by Q. David 
Bowers in Part II of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection (Auctions by Bowers and 
Merena, Inc., October 1999, Lot 326 — a sale in which this writer [FW] is both 
proud and honored to have played a part). There, Bowers wrote the following; 
“Under high magnification many circular raised lathe lines are seen in the portrait of 
Miss Liberty, these being particularly evident among the word LIBERTY and on 
the neck. This phenomenon is very rare in American coinage, although in the 
course of cataloguing the Liberty Head pieces in the Bass sale we have come across 
two different dies with it. The reader is referred to the cataloguer’s dissertaaon 
relating to circular lathe lines as given beginning on page 64 of A Buyer's and 
Enthusiast's Guide to Flying Eagle and Indian Cents, (written by Bowers) where an 
1864 Indian cent with circular lathe hnes is illustrated. Thus far, relatively few 
coins in American numismatics have been identified with such features, although 
in today’s era of research and enlightenment we would not be a bit surprised to see 
others found.” Interested readers are referred to the Bass catalogue and the Bowers 
reference cited above for further information. 



645 1840-C EF-45. A pleasing honey gold specimen with deep orange 

highlights in the protected areas. One of 12,822 examples of the 
date struck, with the vast majority of survivors from that mintage 
just VF to EF. As a rule, choice EF and finer specimens are always in 
great demand, and the present piece should prove to be no excep- 
tion to chat rule. 


Memorable 1842-D Quarter Eagle Rarity 

Mintage: 4,643 



(2x photo) 


646 1842-D AU-55 (NGC). Bright and lustrous yellow gold with rich 

honey highlights in the protected areas. Well above average for the 
date where strike is concerned, with the eagle’s right (viewer’s left) 
leg exhibiting nearly full detail. A well respected rarity in all grades, 
as just 4,643 quarters eagles of the date left the presses in Dahlonega. 
Specimens encountered today are nearly always VF or less m qual- 
ity, with Good to EF pieces rare, AU pieces (as here) very rare, and 
Mint State pieces nearly unknown! In fact, perhaps just a few dozen 
or so examples of the date are known today in all grades. David Akers 
noted the date is “generally appreciated for its real rarity,” while 
Walter Breen called this date “prohibitively rare above EF.” From 
an early state of the only obverse die used for the date, with 
repunching at the base of the 1 and 8 plainly evident; this later faded 
from the die with use. Many bidders are sure to test their bidding 
prowess when this coin makes its appearance in the auction arena, 
but just one lucky collector gets to take it home; vve sincerely hope 
that fortunate collector is you! 

NGC Census: 4; 5 finer (MS-60 finest). 


High-Grade 1844-C Quarter Eagle 



647 1844-C AU-58 (NGC). Intense lustre radiates on satiny yellow 

gold surfaces, with rich orange gold highlights in the protected ar- 
eas and some prooflike reflectivity in the fields. Typically found in 
VF quality or so, and rare as such, with AU (as here) and finer speci- 
mens very rare. Speaking of finer specimens, NGC has certified 
just a half dozen 1844-C quarter eagles in finer grades than the 
present coin, none above MS-62 (the grade at which the superb 
Norweb and Pittman specimens vvxre certified by NGC). Alert bid- 
ders are certain to take notice of the splendid opportunity the present 
coins affords, and vve suspect a hearty round of bidding activity will 
be the order of the day when this prize is offered. 

NGC Census: 5; 6 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Solid raised horizontal “bars” are seen in the dentils below the I and the final 
4 in the date, a die anomaly that may not have lx*en noted m the literature betore. 
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Important 1846-D $2.50 



(2x photo) 

648 1846-D Normal Mintmark. AU-58 (PCGS). A lustrous honey 

gold specimen with yellow highlights and decidedly prooflike sur- 
faces, especially so on the reverse. Nicely struck with essentially full 
details in all areas of the design. Normal D mintmark; a variety ex- 
ists with a doubled D, which was first discovered by Harry W. Bass, 
Jr. From a very early state of the dies, free of cracks and clash marks 
(as present on many known specimens of the date, including 
“doubled D” and “normal D” varieties), and with heavy raised die 
polish lines on both sides, appearing heaviest on the reverse, A 
memorable example of the date that will elicit intense bidding ac- 
tivity for its quality and its early die state status as well. 

PCGS Population: 7; 5 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Low date, 1 considerably closer to dentils below than to truncation above, die 
anomalies within the 4 and 6. Reverse with heavy, thick die lines from the dentils 
to the tops of many of the letters in the legend, and with other equally heavy hues 
around the eagle. The vertical shield lines run well above and well below the bor- 
ders of the shield, even reaching into the feathers of the arrow^s. 


Mint State 1847-C $2.50 Rarity 



649 1847-C MS-63 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous rich yellow gold sur- 

faces with pleasing eye appeal. The fields show many heavy die lines 
from the rather harsh maintenance that branch mint dies often met 
with. Boldly struck, with excellent sharpness of detail on both sides. 
A slightly more available date in Mint State, when compared with 
other dates from the Charlotte Mint, but still a respectable rarity in 
this grade. 

PCGS Population: 6; 6 finer (MS-64 finest). 


Condition Census 1848-C Quarter Eagle 

The Finest Graded by PCGS 



650 1848-C MS-62 (PCGS). A well struck example wdth bold defini- 

tion for the issue, apparently among the 25% of the surviving popu- 
lation that Doug Winter estimated to have sharply struck detail. Some 
die striae are noted on both sides, as often seen. The surfaces are 
frosty yellow gold with nice lustre and a pleasing look. Some very 
light hairhnes are noted, but these are not particularly distracting or 
significant on this rare piece. The present example is the only MS- 
62 graded by PCGS, with none graded finer by this service or NGC. 
A scarce issue in all grades, but very rare in Mint State, indeed, many 
advanced collectors have had to settle for a VF or EF specimen after 
years for looking for a better one, making this an important buying 
opportunity for the advanced collector, 

PCGS Population: 1: none finer. 


Exceptional 1849-D Quarter Eagle 



(2x photo) 


651 1849-D AU-58 (NGC), Fiery orange gold surfaces exhibit with 

intense lustre, creating an overall appeal that immediately draws a 
viewer’s attention. An exceptional survivor from a modest mintage 
of 10,945 coins. In his Gold Coins of the Dahloncga Mint 1838-1861, 
author Douglas Winter noted “The 1849-D quarter eagle is most 
often seen m Very Fine and Extremely Fine grades. It is very scarce 
in the lower About Uncirculated grades and it becomes quite rare 
in AU-55 and AU-58.’’ He also opined “There are possibly as many 
as a dozen examples known which have very good eye appeal. The 
great majority are unappeaHng with no eye appeal.” Whether the 
present specimen w^as ever seen by Winter is unknowm to us, though 
we know he would almost certainly have considered it among the 
“dozen examples known which have very good eye appeal.” Once 
you have viewed this coin, we feel you too will be visually impressed. 
Regarding the rarity of the date in high grade, while NGC (April 
2003) has certified nearly three dozen examples of the date at AU- 
58, this figure may indicate resubmissions by people interested in 
obtaining a finer grade — the extreme rarity ot this issue in Mint 
State certainly w^arrants an attempt to obtain a higher grade than 
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AU-5S in many people's eyes. Ifyou are currently seeking an 1849- 
D quarter eagle for your collection but won't settle for substandard 
qiKilirv' for your personal collection, then it will serve you well to 
take a careful look at the present com! 

NCiC Census: 31: 5 finer (MS-62 finest). 

base of 1 in date repunched, die roughness around the 4 and 9. 


Mint State 1850-C $2.50 


652 1850-C MS-61 (NGC). Warm honey gold with lively underlying 

lustre and traces of olive iridescence. From a small mintage of just 
9,148 pieces, with the majority of today’s known specimens typi- 
cally VF or so. David Akers noted that the date was “generally un- 
derrated as a rarity” while Walter Breen called the date “extremely 
rare in AU or above.” Nicely struck from repeatedly clashed dies, 
with evidence of this on both sides around the central motifs. An 
impressive coin, one that is finer overall than the specimen offered 
in the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection (October 1999, Lot 430), a 
coin that was called “the finest that Harry Bass was able to acquire.” 
Need we say more? 

NGC Census: 7; 2 finer (MS-63 finest). 


653 Pair of Liberty quarter eagles representing two different centuries: 

1851 AU-58. Lustrous. First 1 in neck, die line from left foot of 
second 1 1906 Net MS-60; MS-63 but lightly cleaned. (Total: 2 

pieces) 



654 1853 MS-63 (PCGS). Intense lustre on bright orange-gold sur- 

faces. Nicely struck and aesthetically appealing in all regards. A pleas- 
ing early Liberty quarter eagle. 

On the reverse shield, the vertical stripes are made up of two individual lines. 
On the present piece, the rightmost line of the second vertical stripe appears as a 
mere nub at the top of the stripe, while the leftmost line of the rightmost stripe is 
very thin and tenuous. 


Mint State 1856-C Quarter Eagle 
Tied for Finest Certified by NGC 


(2.\ photo) 

655 1856-C MS-61 (NGC). Satiny honey gold with generous amounts 

of lustre. Nicely struck when you consider that Douglas Winter 
called this date “among the most poorly struck of Charlotte quarter 
eagles.” Not that the present coin is needle sharp, but the vast ma- 
jority of the details are at least represented, with areas that are typi- 
cally weak for the issue stronger than usually seen. From a mintage 
for the date of 7,913 pieces, of which the typical survivor is usually 
VF or so. Further, the present coin is tied for finest graded by NGC, 
a remarkable accomplishment in itself Definitely a memorable coin 
that will draw serious attention from Charlotte Mint specialists. 

NGC Census: 2; none finer. 

The present specimen exhibits what Douglas Winter calls “die rust,” here 
appearing as planchet irregularities. These irregulanties may have been from rusted 
dies, as Winter suggested, or perhaps from detritus clinging to the working dies. 
Either way these planchet “flaws” are typical for this date. 


Lustrous Mint State 1859-S $2.50 


656 1859-S MS -62 (NGC), Soft yellow gold with nice lustre and mini- 

mal surface marks. Some strike softness is noted on the eagle’s right 
leg, as often found on branch mint quarter eagles of the era. An 
interesting issue with the date placement noticeably low and to the 
left of the appropriate position. The mmtmark is very hea\y and 
completely filled. Scarce and desirable in higher grades. 

NGC Census: 4; 2 finer (MS-65 finest). 
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Rare 1860-C Quarter Eagle 

Final Charlotte Mint $2.50 Issue 



657 1860-C AU-58(PCGS). Rich orange gold with strong overall lus- 

tre and bursts of golden brightness in the protected areas. A very pleas- 
ing example of the issue, a coin that is both nicely struck for the date 
and full of eye appeal. One of 7,469 quarter eagles produced in Char- 
lotte in 1860, the final year of the denomination from that institu- 
tion; after the Confederacy commandeered the southern mints in early 
1861, Charlotte never restarted its presses for quarter eagle produc- 
tion (only half eagles were struck there in early 1861). What appear to 
be natural planchet flaws on the reverse were explained by Doug 
Winter in his Gold Coins of the Charlotte Mint 1838-1861 where he 
noted “many show mint-made roughness on the reverse.” This rough- 
ness is simply the visual evidence of debris that clung to the die dur- 
ing the production run; many examples of the date display these marks 
in the same area. Light clash marks are also noted on the reverse. Only 
two examples of the date have received finer grades from PCGS, one 
each at MS-60 and MS-61. The present coin is remarkable in that it is 
considerably finer than any of the examples of the date that appeared 
in the Harry W. Bass Collection! Another coin that will see spirited 
bidding from collectors of Charlotte gold issues. 

PCGS Population: 6; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Desirable 1860-C Quarter Eagle 

Among the Finest Certified 


659 1861 Type II Hub. MS-62 (NGC). I^osy yellow gold surfaces with 

nice lustre and appeal. Liberty’s ear is partially filled in, not noticed 
by this cataloguer before. Struck from the later hub style, as usual 
for the issue. 

Rare and Popular 1862/1 Overdate $2.50 


660 1862/1 Overdate. AU-58 (NGC). Deep and lustrous orange gold 

surfaces exhibit very few marks of consequence. Overdate details 
plainly seen under low magnification. Perhaps the Civil War caused 
frugahty in the Mint die shop, thus accounting for this overdate 
(the silver three-cent series also afforded an 1862/1 overdate issue). 
In his Encyclopedia (1988), Walter Breen commented “Possibly 12 
known, none Uncirculated.” More examples of the overdate have 
come to light in the ensuing 15 years since Breen’s opus first saw 
publication, but the quantity now known is probably still fewer than 
50 or so, which makes for a rarity in anyone’s eyes! A lovely coin 
that should fulfill all your desires where the issue is concerned. 

The late Aubrey E. Bebee of Omaha, Nebraska, who during his career bought, 
sold, and owned most of the major U.S. com rarities (and currency rarities as well), 
is credited with the discovery of this Civil War overdate. First publicized in the 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine (January 1963), the new discovery probably caused 
readers of the magazine who owned 1862 quarter eagles to take a closer look at 
their own coins! 




658 1860-C AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous yellow gold surfaces with some 

light surface marks in the fields and higher points that account for the 
grade. A fairly typical strike for the issue with some softness, but the 
major design elements are all nicely defined. The coin shows the typical 
mint-made anomalies such as roughness in reverse fields and die stria- 
tions, markers of the single die pair used to strike the total mintage of 
7,469 pieces. According to Doug Winter, it is believed that fewer 
than 100 of these coins arc known today, and very few indeed are as 
well preserved as this. As noted above, this is a great rarity in such 
superb condition and is all but unknown in Mint State. A great addi- 
tion to any collection of high-grade Southern gold. 
l^CGS Populaiion: 6; 2 finer {MS-61 finest). 
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Important 1865 Quarter Eagle Rarity 

Mintage: 1,520 Circulation Strikes 


Lustrous 1868-S $2.50 
Among Finest Certified by NGC 





(2x photo) 


661 1865 AU-53 (NGC). Deep orange gold with pale rose iridescence 

and plenty of strong lustre; the stars and other devices are surrounded 
by areas of prooflike reflectivity. From a scant circularion strike mint- 
age for the date of 1,520 pieces, with the present coin being among 
the finest examples of the date currently extant. NGC has not cer- 
tified an 1865 circulation strike quarter eagle in Mint State — in fact, 
only 16 examples of the date have been graded by that organization 
in any grade. Walter Breen once called circulation strikes of this date 
“Rarer than Proofs, unknown Uncirculated,” a statement that is 
not far off the mark 15 years after his comments reached print. Ad- 
ditionally, Dave Bowers has noted that the rarity of the 1865 quarter 
eagle m circulation strike format “is equaled by relatively few other 
dates in the entire senes.” But enough input from those readily rec- 
ognizable numismatic names, for certainly any serious collector or 
student of the Liberty quarter eagle series knows first hand the rar- 
ity and desirability of the issue. It may be some time before a similar 
opportunity (and opportunity it is!) presents itself any^vhere in nu- 
mismatics, so please plan your bidding strategy accordingly! 

NGC Census: 1; 9 finer (AU-58 finest). 


663 1868-S MS-62 (NGC). Bright honey gold with strong cartwheel 
lustre and overall eye appeal that approaches a much higher grade. 
Nicely struck for the date, with nearly full details, especially on the 
reverse; only a touch of striking weakness is seen at the eagle’s left 
(viewer’s right) talons. Among the finest examples of the grade cer- 
tified by NGC; only four specimens have achieved higher grades. A 
date that is typically encountered at VF or so; the present Mint State 
specimen should draw appreciative bidding. 

NGC Census: 3; 4 finer (MS-63 finest). 

664 Pair of NGC-graded Liberty quarter eagles: ☆ 1891 MS-62. 
An interesting issue that is struck with a dramatically doubled re- 
verse die, as standard 1898 MS-63. Both brilliant and lustrous 
examples. (Total: 2 pieces) 


Choice Mint State 1868-S Quarter Eagle 

A Rarity So Fine 



(2.\ photo) 


662 1868-S MS-63 (PCGS). A very rare issue in Mint State, with typical 

pieces falling into the VF to EF category. Highly lustrous, rich yel- 
knv gold surfaces with minimal surface marks commensurate with 
the grade assigned. Minor striking softness is noted on the eagle, 
but most major design elements are fully defined. Likely among the 
condition census specimens for the date, as precious few^ are graded 
finer. An important opportunity, as examples this fine are rarely 
offered. 

PCC'iS Popul.uion: 7; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 
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Amazing Gem Cameo Proof 1901 $2.50 

The Finest of the Date Certified by Any Third-Party Grading Service 


665 1901 Proof-69 CAM (NGC). Heavily frosted honey gold motifs 

seemingly float in a sea of near-black liquid mirrors; the contrast is 
extraordinary, as you might expect from the assigned grade. Speaking 
of the assigned grade, if the present coin doesn’t measure up to the 
grade, then there is uo coin worthy of the grade — at least in this writer s 
(FW) opinion! One of 223 Proofs of the date produced, far and away 
the largest Proof production run of the design type. Despite the large 
issuance, today’s collecting community would find it difficult to ac- 
count for more than 100 or so examples. Of the known specimens, 
none come close to the present piece where quaUty is concerned, and 


you can take that statement to the bank! For the record, NGC has 
certified just four Liberty quarter eagles of any date as Proof-69 CAM — 
one dated 1898 (PFUC), two dated 1900 (both PFUC), and the 
present piece. Only occasionally do superlatives escape us w^here fine 
coins are concerned; the present coin presents one of those occasions. 
Simply put, this is the finest Proof 1901 quarter eagle bidders are ever 
hkely to encounter, and only the most stalwart bidder will experience 
the pride of ownership that is associated with this world-class numis- 
matic item. Let the bidding begin! 

NGC Census: 1 ; none finer in any grade designation. 


666 Quarter eagle foursome: ☆ 1901 AU-58 ☆ 1905 AU-58, tiny 
obverse rim bruise ☆ 1908 EF-45 ☆ 1913 AU-50. (Total: 4 pieces) 




667 1903 MS-65 (PCGS). A highly lustrous gem example of a date 

that is often selected for inclusion in high-grade U.S. gold type sets. 
From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


668 Pair of PCGS-certified MS-63 quarter eagles: ☆ 1903 ☆ 1905. 

Both are lustrous with rich rose iridescence. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Inipressiv'e Proof 1904 Quarter Eagle 



(2x photo) 

669 1904 Proof-66 (PCGS). A deep golden gem with deep orange 

highlights and frosty devices that come oh-so-close to a cameo des- 
ignation (this date is found close to cameo in Proof perhaps more 
often than any date of the design type 1902-07). While 170 Proofs 
of the date were struck, fewer than half can be accounted for today 
Walter Breen wTote that this date is “More often than not nicked 
and scratched and/or cleaned,” but one glance at the present coin 
allays any fears that Breen was thinking of this specimen when he 
passed his blanket judgment. Only two examples of the date have 
been graded finer by PCGS. The ready equivalent of the Bass coin 
(Lot 266, Part 111, May 2000), and important as such. 

PCGS Population: 14; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-67 finest). 

From the Luther A, Breck Collection. 



670 1905 MS-65 (ICG). An incredibly brilliant and equally lustrous 


gem quarter eagle, a coin that would fit nicely in any high-grade 
ty'pe set or quarter eagle collection. Variety with repunching plainly 
noted on the underside of the flag of the 5 in the date. 



blush of olive iridescence. An appealing gem in all respects. 

672 Selection of Indian quarter eagles: ☆ 1908 AU-55 ☆ 1909 AU- 
50 ☆ 1910 AU-58^ 1911 AU-58 ☆ 1912 AU-58^ 1913 AU-55, 
light obverse scratches ☆ I925-D MS-60, light blemishes. A nice 
start to a set of Indian quarter eagles. (Total: 7 pieces) 


Key Date 1911-D $2.50 




{2x photo) 


673 1911-D MS-61 (NGC). Frosty honey gold with traces of rose iri- 

descence in the protected areas. A pleasing example of the date in all 
respects, and a worthwhile representative of the most important key 
date in the Indian quarter eagle series. 


Choice 1914 Quarter Eagle 



(2x photo) 


674 1914 MS-63 (NGC). Pleasing soft yellow gold lustre across satiny 

surfaces. Minimal surface marks as expected for the grade. An at- 
tractive and choice example. 

Lustrous 1914-D Quarter Eagle 



675 1914-D MS-63 (NGC). Struck from clashed and well worn dies, 
with most of the evidence of clashing now eroded away. Heav\^ die 
erosion lines at the peripheries, and several die cracks are evident. A 
highly lustrous and attractive example. 

676 Pair of choice Mint State Indian quarter eagles. Both graded 
MS-63 (NGC): ☆ 1915 ☆ 1929. Both with satiny yellow gold sur- 
faces and nice lustre. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Gem Uncirculated 1925-D $2.50 



677 1925-D MS-65 (PCGS). A resplendent satiny gem example of the 

final branch mint issue in the quarter eagle denomination. Pale pas- 
tel iridescence graces the high points. 

Frofii the Luther A, Brock Collection. 


Gem 1926 Quarter Eagle 



678 1926 MS-65 (NGC). Warm yellow gold with highlights of soft 

rose and orange. A highly lustrous and quite pleasing example that 
was very sharply struck. A superb example for type. 



679 1927 MS-64 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous honey gold with satiny 

surfaces and high eye-appeal for the assigned grade. 



680 1927 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous, nicely struck, and quite attractive. 


681 


682 


683 



1927 MS-64 (NGC). An unusually high degree of mint lustre, and 
very flashy as such. A premium piece for the grade, well struck in 
brilliant yellow gold. 



1928 MS-64 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with strong eye appeal. 



1928 MS-64 (NGC). Rich honey gold surfaces with sharp lustre. 


THPJEE DOLLAR GOLD 

From the beginning of the series to its end, the Classics Sale in- 
cludes some extraordinary $3 gold pieces. The series began in 1854, 
and our offering begins wi th a pair of very important speci mens from 
that year - a spectacular gem from Philadelphia graded MS-66 (PCGS) 
and a Choice AU example of the very rare 1854 Dahlonega issue, 
itself a landmark if not quite as flashy. A choice 1857-S issue (a gold 
coin that was not represented aboard the S.S. Central America) and a 
gem Proof 1885 require special notice. From the Breck Collection, 
two examples of the final year of the denomination (1889) are in- 
cluded, one in gem Mint State and the other a gem Proof! 


Notable Gem Mint State 1854 $3 

Among Finest Graded by PCGS 




(2x photo) 


684 1854 MS-66 (PCGS). A noteworthy gem Mint State $3 gold from 

the first year of the design type. Frosty honey gold with intense lus- 
tre and attractive swaths of rose and pale orange iridescence. An 
aesthetic treat m all respects, sharply struck and devoid of marks that 
are detectable to the unaided eye. You can count the number of 
MS-66 or finer examples of the date that PCGS has certified on 
your fingers and still have a couple of fingers left over. Why not use 
those leftover fingers to hold your bidding paddle high when this 
notable gem crosses the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 finer (MS-68 finest). 

The 1854 $3 gold coinage is, technically, a one-year-only type issue. On the 
reverse of the 1854 coinage, the word DOLLARS is in small letters. The reverse 
die was modified in 1855, and DOLLARS appears in considerably larger letters 
from that date through the demise of the series in 1889. 



685 1854 MS-62 (NGC). Warm honey gold with intense rose lustre. 

An attractive example from the first year of the design type and de- 
nomination. 
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Highly Prized 1854-D $3 Gold 
Only 1,120 Struck 



(2x photo) 


686 1854-D AU-58 (NGC). A truly exceptional example of this most 

highly prized issue among the circulation strikes in the three dollar 
series. While many 1854-D S3 pieces have a rather dull appearance, 
this particular example boasts significant mint lustre remaining on 
both sides, even comfortably beyond the areas typically protected 
by the devices. The usual softness of strike is apparent. The piece 
does exhibit some wear on the high points, though most of the ma- 
jor design elements are well defined. Dramatic softness at the den- 
ticles, as usual for the issue, with fewer than half of them identifi- 
able on the obverse and only slightly more on the reverse. A rela- 
tively high-quality survivor from the original mintage of 1,120, all 
of which apparently were released into circulation. As American 
numismatics had yet to reach anything close to a heyday, and Victo- 
rian-era collectors generally did not pay attention to different mint 
marks, the 1854-D was not recognized as a rarity for some time. As 
such, true Mint State examples (or any pieces approaching such pres- 
ervation) are very scarce, as these were not saved from circulation 
early on. 


687 Pair of $3 gold pieces: ☆ 1856 Net EF-40; EF-45 but lightly 
cleaned ☆ 1859 Net VF-35; AU-50, but mount removed at 12:00. 
Repunched 9 variety. (Total: 2 pieces) 



688 1856-S Net AU-50; quality and sharpness of AU-55, but some 

scattered marks, perhaps hghtly cleaned long ago. 

Breen’s Medium S variety, die break from base of second L in DOLLARS. 


Lustrous 1857-S $3 Gold 



(2.x photo) 


689 1857-S AU-58 (NGC). Highly lustrous, bright yellow gold with 

light rub on the high points and a few scattered surface marks that 
account for the grade. From an original mintage of 14,000 pieces, 
though few known today rank finer than this one and Mint State 
pieces are decidedly rare. 

NGC Census: 10; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

It is worth noting that not a single specimen of the 1857-S $3 issue was found 
aboard the wreck of the S.S. Ceutral America. Indeed, only three examples of the 
denomination were recovered, all dated 1856-S. 


Stunning Proof 1885 $3 Rarity 
Proof-66 CAM (PCGS) 



(2x photo) 


690 1885 Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Rich deep yellow gold, a beautiful 

shade, with deeply reflective surfaces contrasting sharply with frosted 
devices. An immaculate specimen of this rarity within the S3 series, 
a tiny area of inherent planchet roughness under N of UNITED 
noted for identification, a few microscopic planchet chips scattered 
distantly on the reverse. A truly exceptional coin, full of eye appeal, 
clearly preserved carefully since the time of its purchase from the 
Mint. Only 109 Proofs were coined this year, a number that out- 
paces other years in the early 1880s but becomes more significant in 
light of the tiny circulation strike mintage of 910. A coin for the 
advanced connoisseur, a piece certain to be admired by any numis- 
matist lucky enough to view it. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer with the CAM designation. A single speci- 
men has been graded Proof-67 by PCGS. 
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Impressive Gem Proof 1889 $3 Gold 
Final Year of Denomination 



(2x photo) 

691 1889 Proof-65 (PCGS). A deep orange-gold cameo (though such 


is not noted on the holder) Proof from the terminal year of the de- 
nomination. One of 129 Proofs produced, though perhaps fewer 
than half that number is extant today. Regarding this date, Breen 
noted “Proofs are much rarer than other dates 1882-88.’’ PCGS has 
seen fit to bestow a finer grade on just three Proofs of the date, 
making the present com a Condition Census-level piece. A strik- 
ingly lovely specimen that will cause more than a moderate audi- 
ence reaction when it has its moment in the limelight. 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 finer within the grade designation (Proof-66 finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Mint State 1889 $3 Gold 



(2x photo) 


692 1889 MS-65 (PCGS). A lustrous honey gold circulation strike from 

the final date of the denomination. An abundance of rich rose iri- 
descence enhances the appeal of this engaging specimen, and a mo- 
dicum of prooflike reflectivity is seen in the reverse field. A grand 
coin to represent the denomination in an advanced gold type set, or 
for any collector who demands great quality within the ranks of his 
or her collection. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


FOUR DOLLAR GOLI9 

When a collector thinks of the great American numismatic rari- 
ties, the $4 Stella must be among the first that come to mind. For 
that reason, we’re pleasing to offer two examples of this classic in our 
Classics Sale. The first is the finest certified by PCGS, a coin that has 
made grizzled lifelong numismatists take a step back and proclaim it 
the nicest Stella they’ve ever seen. The second piece is itself a gem! 
Anyone who seeks a superb example of the famous and beautiful 
Stella has come to the right place. 

Conceived by Honorable John A. Kasson, United States minister 
to Austria in 1879, the S4 gold or Stella, was so-named for the star 
that dominates the reverse design (Latin: stella=stzr). Kasson also served 
as chair of the Committee of Coinage, Weights, and Measures earlier 
in his congressional career. He was a staunch advocate of the United 
States developing a denomination that would be valued and weighed 
metrically, as used in Europe, and would thus circulate at a par with 
such well-used world gold issues as the Spanish 20 pesetas, Austrian 
eight florins, Italian 20 lire, Dutch eight florins, and the French 20 
francs. The Committee of Coinage, Weights, and Measures consid- 
ered Kasson’s proposal , forwarding the suggestion that a name “suit- 
able for the four-doUar coin would be ‘one Stella’ analogous to one 
eagle, both the star and the eagle being national emblems on our 
coins.” Kasson’s proposal did not break new ground, for earlier pro- 
posals had resulted in Paquet’s pattern $5 pieces of 1868 and the later 
Bickford pattern issues of the 1870s. Foreign exchange rates of the 
time were seldom constant, and even a denomination such as Kasson’s 
proposed $4 coinage would never precisely fit the exchange rates of 
the day nor quite match the coins of Europe it sought to compete 
with — it would still be necessary to make exchange computations 
and give change using other smaller denominations. Despite this, 
Kasson’s $4 denomination was greeted with congressional enthusi- 
asm. Both Charles E. Barber and George T. Morgan were respon- 
sible for designs of the $4 gold piece. Those designed by Barber bore 
a portrait of Liberty with hair loose and flowing, today called the 
“Flowing Hair” type, as offered here, while Morgan’s design showed 
a more austere Liberty, hair tightly coiled and coiffed, the “Coiled 
Hair” type. 
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Important 1879 Flowing Hair $4 Stella Rarity 

Gem Proof-67 
The Finest Certified by PCGS 


693 1879 Flowing Hair. Judd-1635, Pollock-1832/3. Proof-67 

(PCGS). A bright honey gold specimen with some deeper high- 
lights on the design devices. Frosty motifs and mirror fields account 
for a pleasing cameo appearance, though such is not noted on the 
holder. A nicely struck coin for the issue, with only a hint of weak- 
ness in Liberty’s tresses above her ear. Faint mint-caused striations 
are seen at the centers, as is always the case on Stellas; we are not 
aware of any exceptions to the rule. A tiny fleck is seen on her neck, 
the only blemish of note. All in all, we are presented here with a 
true gem Proof example of a rare and popular issue, a coin worthy 
of the assigned grade and equally worthy of standing alone at that 
level. From a suspected mintage of 700+ pieces (the Guide Book lists 
the mintage as 425), made for distribution to congressmen and sale 
to collectors, not to mention private profit by Mint officials or other 
“insiders.” While the mintage of the 1879 Flowing Hair Stella is 
large in comparison to the other three issues of the design type (1879 
Coiled Hair: perhaps two dozen or so made, though Mint records 
suggest 10 pieces; 1880 Flowing Hair: 15 m the Mint records; 1880 


Coiled Hair: 10 in the Mint records), the demand for Stellas of any 
date is always greater than the supply, for it is an issue that, once 
purchased, tends to stay in a collection for years. As for the present 
specimen, it stands alone at the top of the PCGS Population Report as 
the only Proof-67 example graded by that firm. We could go on 
and on here, but let’s cut it short by saying that the present piece is 
finer than any example of the date seen by PCGS, and is also a “shoo- 
in” in a collection of “registry” quahty coins. An exceptional speci- 
men of one of America’s most desirable rarities! 

PCGS Population: 1 ; none finer in atiy grade designation. 

Regarding thejudd and Pollock numbers in the above description: Judd called 
all 1879 Flowing Hair Stella’s struck in gold “j-1635.” Later research showed that 
the gold Stellas were produced in tvs^o different finenesses, to which Pollock desig- 
nated rwo dilTerent numbers. The first, P-1832, represents pieces struck at 85.71 
fine gold, 4.29 fine silver, and 10.0 fine copper. It is thought that the coins at this 
fineness level were the first 15 pieces struck. Later, after more and more people 
wanted examples of the newly proposed design type, some 400+ pieces were pro- 
duced in .900 fine gold, those being designated P-1833- It is virtually impossible 
to tell the difference by any means other than specific gravity testing; the weights 
are slightly different for the tw^o metallic mixes. 
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Another Gem Proof 1879 Stella 

Flowing Hair 



694 1879 Flowing Hair. Judd-1635, Pollock-1832/3, Proof-65 

(PCGS). Honey gold with rich orange-gold highlights adorning 
the high points, and with splashes of pale sky blue and rose irides- 
cence scattered here and there on both sides adding to the colorful 
display. Typical light planchet striations present, here appearing ver- 
tically at the center on both sides. A second important opportunity 
for our bidders to obtain a gem Proof 1879 Flowing Hair Stella- 


Following closely on the heels of the finest PCGS-certified 1879 
Flowing Hair Stella, as this lot does, is no mean feat, but the gem 
Proof status of the present com easily overcomes any shadow that 
might have been cast by the preceding lot. After all, it is much more 
than “just” a Stella, it is a Proof Stella, and represents a golden 

opportunity for under bidders on the previous lot! 

From the Luther A, Breck Collection. 
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HALF EAGLES 

There is much to love about the half eagle denomination, as it is 
home to great rarities (think 1822 and 1854-S) and commonly en- 
countered issues available readily in Choice Mint State. And so it 
goes with our offering, as there are date rarities (like the 1876 issue), 
condition rarines (an amazing MS-65 specimen of the 1813 S5, and 
a superb 1843-D $5 in lustrous MS-63), and popular issues in un- 
commonly fine condition (1908 Indian half eagles are not rare, but 
in MS-65 they are in high demand indeed!). Choice Mint State coins 
from 1805 and 1806 will catch the eye of those who enjoy the prod- 
ucts of the First Mint the most, while those partial to the coinage of 
Charlotte and Dahlonega will find some very special pieces to pur- 
sue as well. If Proofs are your prime interest at the moment (and 
interests always change - perhaps this sale will see you buying some- 
thing yoif ve never had an interest in before!), there are some superb 
Proof specimens up for bids, including John Pittman’s 1894 S5 in 
Proof-64 CAM (NGC) and a gem Proof 1895 from the Luther A. 
Breck Collection. Whatever kind of half eagle attracts you, we hope 
you find it here. 


1798 Large 8, 13 Stars Half Eagle 



(2.\ photo) 


695 1798 Breen 1-B, B-6426. Rarity-5+. AU-58 (NGC). Ev^n pale 

yellow gold with reflective fields, especially on the reverse. Scat- 
tered contact marks are noted, including one near stars 2 and 3 and 
another near the mouth, with the visual appeal remaining quite pleas- 
ing Usual hea\y die crack under date. A desirable com for the type 
collector that finds issues of the 18th century enchanting. 


Popular 1802/1 $5 
Low Overdate 



(2.\ photo) 


696 1802/1 Breen 1-D, B-6440. Rarity-4. AU-58 (NGC). Bright 

and lively yellow^ gold with definite olive highlights. Frosty lustre 
resides in the protected areas. Nicely struck for the type, and free of 
marks that would immediately draw the viewer’s eye. In short, a 
pleasing example of the date, design type, and assigned grade. 

On the variety ofTered here, the date is lower in the field and considerably 
away from the bust; on another variety of the year, the “High Overdate,” the date 
numerals are considerably closer to the bust above, with the 2 virtually touching 
the bust line 
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Exceptional 1805 Half Eagle 



697 1805 Breen 3-B, B-6445. Rarity-4+. MS-64 (PCGS). A beau- 

tiful, frosty specimen that surely ranks among the finest known of 
the date. Impeccable satiny lustre on light yeUow gold surfaces with 
subtle traces of rich orange toning on devices. Only the most imnor 
contact marks and short hairlines are noted in the obverse field, a 
nearly pristine and naturally attractive coin. The central strike is bold, 
as typical, with some flatness in the left stars. The denticles on both 
sides are fully defined and no adjustment marks are seen, something 
that cannot be said of the superb Harry Bass Foundation coin on 
display at the ANA Museum. The die states are a bit earlier than 
that coin, without the crack from star 4 to the central obverse, though 
the crack from B in LIBERTY through 0 in the date and another 
from center to star 13 are both present. An advanced connoisseur of 
gold coins of this series could not expect to ever locate a specimen 
that combines technical quaUty, visual appeal, and a full strike like 
the coin presently offered. 

PCGS Population: 13; 1 finer (MS-65). 



698 1806 Breen 5-E,B-6448. Rarity-3. MS-64 (PCGS). Frosty hght 

yellow gold with rich satiny lustre. A bright and beautiful example 
of an issue wliich is often found with significant impairment. Some 
subtle adjustment marks are present at the left obverse periphery, 
mostly outside the stars. Some roughness in the intricacies of 
Liberty’s cap, only insignificant hairlines. A choice Mint State ex- 
ample with excellent visual appeal, worthy of inclusion in an ad- 
vanced collection . 
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Gem Mint State 1813 Half Eagle 
Tied for Finest Certified by NGC 



(2x photo) 


699 1813 Breen 1-A, B-6467. Rarity-3. MS-65 (NGC). Honey gold 

surfaces support strong lustre and a nuance of pale olive irides- 
cence. A satiny beauty of the highest order, nicely struck and de- 
void of all but a few trivial marks. Evidence of faint die clash is 
noted among the letters of LIBERTY on the obverse. The only 
date of the design type, 1813-1834, that is somewhat available in 
any grade, even up to and including gem Mint State, as offered 
here; many other dates of the design type are prime rarities among 
the U.S. gold series. A splendid example of the date and design 
type, one that will no doubt find a home in an advanced U.S. gold 
type set or general gold cabinet. 

NGC Census: 4; none finer. 



700 1836 Brecn-6509. AU-58 (NGC). Nearly full lustre gives this 

com eye appeal above that of its assigned grade, with choice me- 
dium yellow gold color. The surfaces show minor contact marks 
and abrasions m the fields, none individually significant, and a crisp 
even strike without areas of weakness. About as nice for the grade 
as one could hope to find. 


Nice 1838-D HalfEagle 

First Gold Issue from Dahlonega 



(2x photo) 


701 1838-D EF-45 (PCGS). Deep honey gold with warm orange high- 

lights gathered at the rims. A few tiny marks are noted, commensu- 
rate with the assigned grade, but free of major marks that draw the 
bidder’s eye. The first gold issue from the second branch mint to be- 
gin coinage operations in 1838. The branch mints at Charlotte, 
Dahlonega, and New Orleans all began coinage operations in 1838- 
they began operations in alphabetical order, which makes for an easy 
memory key. The only Classic Head issue from this popular Georgia 
branch mint, 20,583 half eagles were struck, ofwhich perhaps just a 
few hundred examples are extant today. Choice EF coins such as 
the present piece always draw significant attention when they ap- 
pear in the numismatic marketplace. 

From Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 's sale of May 1998, Lot 
1324. 


Choice Mint State 1841 HalfEagle 



(2x photo) 


702 1841 MS-63 (PCGS). Superbly struck with full definition of the 

design details. The devices are sharp and satiny, while numerous die 
striations are visible in the fields on both sides, most notably on the 
reverse. Highly lustrous with hints of rich orange and pale blue ton- 
ing, increasing the aesthetic appeal. Only 15,833 pieces w^re struck, 
and the date is rather scarce. However, the majority of the examples 
that have appeared for sale over the last few years have been Mint 
State, possibly from a small hoard of Uncirculated pieces that turned 
up in 1953, according to Walter Breen. 

PCGS Population: 3; 5 finer (MS-64 finest). 
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Mint State 1843 Half Eagle 



703 1843 MS-61 (NGC). Satiny smooth and highly lustrous with dashes 

of olive here and there on the frosty surfaces. Nicely struck. A pleas- 
ing example from the early days of Gobrecht’s Liberty or Coronet 
half eagle design type, and an excellent selection for a type collec- 
tion. 


Important 1843-D Half Eagle 

Choice Mint State 




(2x photo) 


704 1843-D Large D Mintmark. MS-63 (NGC). A beautiful high- 

grade specimen with rich orange toning over yellow gold surfaces. 
The devices are satiny, while the fields exhibit slight traces of 
prooflike reflectivity. Close examination will reveal die lumps on 
the obverse, most notably between stars one and two, diagnostic of 
the die variety. The reverse bears extensive die striae and shghtly 
rough patches in the fields, as made. According to Doug Winter, 
the 1843-D half eagle is generally one of the nicest struck issues 
from the Mint (along with the 1843-D quarter eagle), and the present 
example is certainly no disappointment as the definition is very sharp. 
Though rather available in lower grades, this issue becomes quite 
rare in Mint State, 

NGC Census: 2; 1 finer (MS-65). 


Lustrous 1843-D Half Eagle 
Small D Mintmark 



(2x photo) 


705 1843-D AU-58 (NGC). Warm and lustrous yellow gold with in- 

tense orange highlights in the recessed areas. Nicely struck with a 
scattering of tiny marks present, none of sufficient size to innnedi- 
ately draw the viewer’s eye. Considerably rarer than the Large D 
variety of the date, and important to half eagle specialists as such. A 
date (regardless of mintmark size) that is typically encountered at 
EF and AU, with just a very small number of Mint State specimens 
known. A grand opportunity in all regards. 

Elusive 1850-C Half Eagle 



706 1850-C Strong Mintmark Variety. AU-50. Lustrous honey gold 

with strong orange highlights in the recessed areas. Nicely struck 
for the date. A few tiny reverse rim marks are noted, the most promi- 
nent of these a tiny nick at 4:00, otherwise the surfaces maintain 
their integrity. An elusive date that is typically encountered in VF 
or EF, but seldom at AU, as here, or finer. 


Uncirculated 1851 Half Eagle 



707 1851 MS-61 (NGC). Bright and lustrous honey gold with rich yel- 

low iridescence in the protected areas. A pleasing example from the 
early days of Liberty half eagle coinage. 
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Exciting Gem 1852 $5 



{2x photo) 

708 1852. MS-65 (NGC). Rich yellow gold with lightly reflective sur- 

faces and extraordinary cartwheel lustre. Sharply struck and very 
appealing with a bare minimum of marks, though we note a shallow 
abrasion from star 2 to the top of 2 in the date. A lively and attractive 
specimen, not rare as a date but nearly unimproveable in this well- 
preserved state. 

NGC Census: 1; 2 finer (MS-66). 

From the Harry IV Bass, Jr. Collection sale, Part II, October 1999, 
Lot 1032. Earlier from Rarcoa's 1970 ANA sale, August 1970, Lot 
1545. 


Mint State 1853 Half Eagle 



(2\ photo) 


709 1853 MS-63 (PCGS). Generous lustre accents warm yellow gold 
surfaces. A lovely example that’s well struck and has very nice aes- 
thetic appeal. The dies are beginning to fall apart, with a weblike 
network of cracks advancing through the left obverse stars, while a 
finer crack has attached the letters of UNITED on the reverse. A 
tough Philadelphia date to locate in higher Mint State grades. 

PCGS Population: 7; 1 finer (MS-64). 

710 1856 AU-58. Highly lustrous honey gold with a breath of pale rose 
iridescence. Repunchmg shows at some of the letters of LIBERTY. 


Uncirculated 1856-C HalfEagle 



(2x photo) 


711 1856-C MS-61 (NGC). Satiny soft yellow gold, with traces of 

deeper golden toning. Though a few surface marks are present, the 
com retains nice lustre and good eye appeal. Slight surface rough- 
ness, as made, is visible at the lower left obverse and at a few' areas 
around the eagle. Remarkably well struck for the issue, with nearly 
full definition on all obverse stars, good hair detail, and respectable 
sharpness on the eagle feathers — a coin that compares favorably in 
this regard to the plate specimen in Winter. Though examples ap- 
pear with some frequency, the majority of them are EF to AU con- 
dition. In Mint State, this issue becomes a formidable rarity. Even 
the extraordinary holdings of Harry W. Bass, Jr. did not include a 
Mint State example, though the date was represented several times. 
Rated by Doug Winter as the sixth rarest Charlotte half eagle of the 
24 different dates, and believed by him to be “one of the most un- 
derrated and undervalued issues from this mint.” At present, only a 
single com is graded finer than the present specimen, taking into 
account the records of both NGC and PCGS. Certainly a Condi- 
tion Census candidate and an important offering as such. 

NGC Census: 5; 1 finer (MS-62). 


Elusive 1856-C HalfEagle 



(2x photo) 


712 1856-C AU-58 (NGC). Satiny honey gold with strong underlving 

lustre and grand overall eye appeal. An underrated date from the 
Charlotte Mint. While 28,457 examples of the date were coined, 
specimens in VF or EF are about all one can expect to find today. 
Few examples of this date have ever received Mint State grades, 
making choice AU specimens such as the present coin a great addi- 
tion to any collection. 

NGC Census: 9; 8 finer (MS-62 finest). 
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Choice AU 1861-D $5 

Specimens Coined by USA and CSA 



(2x photo) 


Very Rare Mint State 1876 $5 

Choice MS-64 (PCGS) 




(2x photo) 


713 1861-D AU-55 (PCGS). A superb example exhibiting light yel- 

low gold surfaces with richly reflective lustre, particularly at the 
peripheries, and excellent eye appeal. The coin exhibits some light 
hairlines and marks whose only significance is as an identifier: a 
short horizontal scratch above star 13, a little nick outside the den- 
ticles above star 9, a pinprick contact point in the field far below F 
of OF - these make no impact on eye appeal but identify this speci- 
men as the Bass coin offered in 2000. Typical regional softness in 
Liberty’s hair and on eagle’s talons. This famous issue is a unique 
one in American numismatic history and perhaps without analogue 
in world numismatic history. The 1861-D $5 was struck by the 
Republic in the days following the secession of the state of Georgia 
but before the taking of the mint by the Confederacy, and further 
coined in later weeks by the Confederacy after they had claimed the mint, 
dies, and bullion! While it is not possible to distinguish between 
those struck for the United States and those struck under Confed- 
erate control, most estimates point to the federal mintage of 1,597 
pieces being slightly larger than the unknown mintage coined by 
the Confederates - apparently the rebels had more important tasks 
at hand than keeping careful coinage records. The peculiar circum- 
stances surrounding this issue, and its outright rarity, make it one of 
the most desirable half eagles of the type. Any specimen in choice 
AU such as this is important. 

From the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection sale, Part III, November 2000, 
Lot 492. Earlier, from Superior Galleries' sale of December 1972 , Lot 1955. 
The certified grade has not changed since the Bass HI offering. 


Scarce 1873-S Half Eagle 



714 1873-S AU-53 (NGC). Traces of pleasing lustre remain on both 

sides, nicely accented by the warmly toned honey gold surfaces. Typi- 
cal strike for the issue, with some softness, though most elements of 
the design are well defined. From a mintage of31,000 pieces, though 
today it stands as an undisputable rarity in higher grades with just a 
single example graded Mint State by NGC and none at that level by 
PCGS. The finest piece that Harry Bass was able to acquire also graded 
AU-53, making this a very noteworthy offering. 

NGC Census: 9; 4 finer (MS-61 finest). 


715 1876 MS-64 (PCGS). Rich deep yellow gold with splendid satiny 
lustre on nicely reflective fields, splashes of deep rose in areas of the 
reverse periphery. The central devices appear somewhat frosted, the 
fields are nearly pristine with only microscopic contact points on the 
obverse and only minor nicks under the sinister wing of the eagle to 
mention on the reverse. Exceptionally well-preserved, with beautiful 
visual appeal — a decidedly choice specimen of this very rare half eagle 
issue of only 1,432 pieces. A natural planchet void is noted under ER 
ofAMEFUCA, distinguishing this fine example. Among With Motto 
half eagles, only the extremely rare 1875 and very rare 1877 have lower 
mintages. Wedged between these classics, the 1876 should be recog- 
nized as an extremely rare coin in this quality. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (MS-65). 

716 A half dozen Liberty half eagles: ☆ 1878-S Net AU-50; AU-58, 
lightly cleaned ☆ 188()-S Net AU-50; AU-58, lightly cleaned ☆ 
1881-S AU-58 ☆ 1886-S AU-58 ☆ 1892 AU-55 ☆ 1907 AU-58. 
A nice group overall. (Total: 6 pieces) 


Rare 1879-CC Half Eagle 



(2x photo) 


717 1879-CC AU-58 (NGC). Intense lustre graces deep orange-gold 

surfaces. Nicely struck and devoid of all but some trivial marks. A 
rare date so fine. Indeed, the present coin is probably in the Condi- 
tion Census for the date (for comparison the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Col- 
lection included two nice AU-55 examples of the date, a remarkable 
feat in and of itself). From a mintage of 17,281 pieces, with probably 
fewer than two dozen examples known at AU or finer. The present 
coin is exceptional for both its eye appeal and its overall quality, and 
we wnuld be remiss here if w^e did not mention its rarity as wcW. 

NGC Census; 12; 3 finer (MS-61 finest). 
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718 1880 MS-64 (PCGS). Blazing honey gold with intense lustre and 
strong eye appeal for the assigned grade. Definitely choice. 

The bottom of the 0 in the date has broken, and the bottom of that numeral is 
now filled wnh a sizable and highly noticeable cud. This is the first time we have 
noticed this phenomenon for the date. 

719 Four half eagles; ☆ 1880 AU-58 ☆ 1900 MS-62. This one will 
probably show up in a MS-63 holder before too long ☆ 1910-D 
AU-50 ☆ 1915 EF-45. A nice, lustrous group. (Total: 4 pieces) 

720 Selection of AU-55 half eagles; ☆ 1880 ☆ 188()-S ☆ 1881 ☆ 
1881-S ☆ 1882 ☆ 1883 ☆ 1885-S ☆ 1886-S ☆ 1887-S ☆ 1892 ☆ 
1893. A lustrous group. (Total: 11 pieces) 

721 Uncirculated Liberty half eagle foursome: ☆ 1881 MS-60 ☆ 
1885 MS-62 ☆ 1906 MS-61. Repunching seen in the lower loop of 
the 6 ☆ 1907-D MS-62. A nice group. (Total: 4 pieces) 

Lustrous Half Eagle Quintette 

722 Five lustrous half eagles, Liberty and Indian, all certified by PCGS: 

☆ 1886-S MS-63 ☆ 1899 MS-63 ☆ 1900 MS-62 ☆ 1901-S MS-63 

☆ 1915 AU-58. All are attractive for the grade. (Total: 5 pieces) 
From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Choice Mint State 1891 Half Eagle 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 



723 1891 MS-64 (PCGS). A frosty honey gold specimen with strong 
lustre and rich rose iridescence, sharply struck from lightly clashed 
dies. As nice as they come for the date, at least as far as PCGS is 
concerned; that organization has not graded an example of the date 
at a finer level. Choice for the grade. 

PCGS Population: 21; none finer, 

724 Pair of branch mint half eagles, including the final New Or- 
leans Liberty issue ☆ 1891-CC MS-60, light hairlines present ☆ 
1894-0 AU-55. The third and final date of Liberty half eagle struck 
in New Orleans after that edifice reopened its doors for coining in 
1879. Two lustrous coins. (Total: 2 pieces) 


Choice Cameo Proof 1893 $5 



(2x photo) 


725 1893 Proof-64 DCAM (PCGS) . Sharp devices with heavy cameo 

frost and satiny lustre. The fields are deeply mirrored and highly 
reflective, though some light film is noted on the surfaces which 
has somewhat softened the effect. Just 77 pieces were struck in Proof 
format, though it is believed that fewer than two dozen exist today. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (Proof-66 DCAM). 


Choice Cameo Proof 1894 $5 

From the Pittman Collection 



(2x photo) 


726 1894 Proof-64 CAM (NGC). Rich orange gold surfaces with good 

reflectivity in the fields and sharp satiny devices. A few light surface 
marks and minor hairlines account for the grade. One of perhaps 
two dozen thought to have survived from the original mintage of 
75 examples. 

NGC Census: 7; 5 finer (Proof-67 finest). 

From David Akers' sale of the John Pittman Collection, October 1997, 
Dot 1061. Purchased by Pittman from Pine Tree's GENA Sale, September 
1973, Lot 512. 

Ill Another group of AU-55 half eagles: ☆ 1894 ☆ 1895 ☆ 1897 ☆ 

1898-S ☆ 1900 ☆ 1901 ☆ 1901-S ☆ 1903-S ☆ 1904 (2) ☆ 1907. All 
are lustrous. (Total: II pieces) 
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Notable Gem Proof 1895 Half Eagle 
Mintage: 81 Pieces 



(2x photo) 

728 1895 Proof-65 (PCGS). Deep honey gold with bright lemon iri- 

descence on the high points. Frosty motifs and mirror fields com- 
bine in an enchanting cameo manner, though such is not noted on 
the holder. A delightful gem Proof half eagle, one of just 81 ex- 
amples of the date produced; probably less than half that number 
can be accounted for today. A highlight of the Luther A. Breck 
Collection, the present coin is finer than the Harry W. Bass, Jr. speci- 
men offered in November 2000 (Part IV, Lot 564), and highly sig- 
nificant as such. Indeed, just two examples of the date have been 
graded finer by PCGS. We have every reason to believe that our 
bidders are prepared to bid this gem to great heights before the auc- 
tion gavel knells its final tap. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer within the grade designation (Proof-66 finest). 

From the Luther A. Breck CoIIectiou. 


Mint State 1898-S Half Eagle 



729 1898-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant yellow gold surfaces with superb 

mint lustre and excellent aesthetic quality comfortably exceeding 
that of many other examples in this grade. A beautiful piece worthy 
of careful consideration. 



730 1901-S MS-64 (NGC). A satiny honey gold gem with strong lus- 

tre and a whisper of pale rose iridescence. Nicely struck. 


Gem Uncirculated 1902-S $5 



731 1902-S MS-65 (PCGS). A satiny, glittering gem with lustre and 

surfaces that leave no doubt as to the grade of the coin. A whisper of 
pale rose adds considerably to the appeal of this beautiful branch 
mint Liberty half eagle. 

From the Luther A, Breck CoIIectiou. 


Gem Mint State 1908 Indian $5 



(2x photo) 


732 1908 Indian. MS-65 (PCGS). Satiny deep honey gold with lively 
golden yellow highlights. A glittering prize that displays designer 
Bela Lyon Pratt’s unique incused Native American and bald eagle 
designs to their fullest advantage. Gem Mint State Indian gold half 
eagles (and quarter eagles as well) are always in great demand regard- 
less of date, and special attention is always called to such coins. The 
present specimen will be no exception to the supply-demand equa- 
tion, and will draw its fair share of bidding attention when serious 
bidders gather, all with the intention of taking this beauty home. 

From the Luther A. Breck CoIIectiou. 

733 Three lustrous Indian half eagles: ☆ 1908 AU-58 ☆ 1909-D 
MS-60 ☆ 1914 AU-58. (Total: 3 pieces) 

734 1914-D MS-62 (NGC). Lustrous gold surfaces. 
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EAGLES 

The eagle or S 10 denomination was the largest gold coin autho- 
rized by the Mint Act of 1792. It served this leadership role well until 
1849 when an influx ofgold from California demanded an even larger 
coin for the demands of commerce. In these years after the creation 
of the double eagle, whose emergence began in earnest in 1850, the 
eagle senes creates a number of interesting opportunities for the col- 
lector: branch mint rarities, low-mintage pieces from the Philadel- 
phia Mint, an extensive run of Proof emissions, and a new design 
that would be the final one to grace the denomination. The early 


years rarely survive in top grade, but on these pages you’ll fine a su- 
perbly pedigreed 1797 and a few Mint State examples that prove ex- 
ceptions to that rule. Among pieces from the post-1850 era in the 
Classics Sale, rarities abound: the famous 1858 eagle, a prized rarity 
in any grade; the 1872 and 1876 issues of the Philadelphia Mint, rare 
issues from San Francisco and Carson City, exceptional Proofs of 
1890 and 1903, and a gem Wire Pdm 1907 Indian SIO that is an 
object of great beauty. Even if you don’t collect $10 pieces (or gold, 
or coins at all!), we hope you’ll find the descriptions and images that 
follow interesting - and perhaps even tempting! 



(2x photo) 


Choice AU 1797 Heraldic Eagle $10 

Taraszka-11 

From the 1941 Dunham Collection 

735 1797 Breen 2-0, Taraszka-11. Rarity-5. AU-55 (PCGS). 

Attractive even yellow gold with traces of lustre in protected ar- 
eas of the obverse and full cartwheel lustre on the reverse, which 
appears very close indeed to Mint State and shows significant 
reflectivity. Few notable marks - we note a curved nick at star 3 
and a smaller one near star 5 for identification - and a good even 
strike. Some inherent roughness on the central obverse device, a 
lovely example for the grade overall. This reverse was used on 
both 1798/7 die marriages, both struck earlier than this appar- 
ently backdated issue. A lovely example with an excellent and 
interesting pedigree (see more below). 

Perhaps the most interesting characteristic of this coin, though its eye ap- 
peal and nicely preserved state are prime attractions, is the very tiny D 
counterstamped below F of OF in the final cloud. It is impossible to see with- 
out magnification, but it is oriented vertically. This mark, also present on the 
Dexter 1804 dollar in the cloud below O of OF, was long thought to refer to 
James V. Dexter. In more recent years, evidence strongly suggests it relates to 
famous collector William Forrester Dunham (who also ow ned the Dexter 1804 
dollar), whose collection w'-as sold by B. Ma.x Mehl m 1941. While this piece 
w'as sold without provenance in the Dallas Bank sale, the countermark ex- 
poses a far longer history. Lot 2199 of the Dunham Sale, in all likelihood the 
present coin, was described by Mehl as “1797. So-called small stars on ob- 
verse. Perfect die. About Uncirculated with brilliant mint luster. The reverse 
is semi-proof" Mehl’s notation of perfect die, despite the fact that this piece 
shows a minor die crack through the final digit of the date, w^as in contrast to 
the 1797 eagle in Lot 2198 that w^as described as having a “faint die crack be- 
tween S and O on reverse,” an example ofTaraszka 8. Neither coin, in typical 
Mehl form, w^as plated. 

From Sotheby^ s/Stack's sale of the “Dallas Bank“ Collection, Oc- 
tober 2001, Lot 379. Earlier, from B. Max MeliVs sale of the William 
Forrester Dimliaffi Collection, June 1941, Lot 2199 for S39.25. 
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(2x photo) 

736 1799 Breen 3-C, T-17. Rarity-7. AU-58 (NGC). Superb satiny 

and cartwheel lustre on bright medium yellow gold surfaces. A lovely 
piece for the grade, full of eye appeal, boldly struck, and essentially 
Mint State but for the lightest rub. A short scratch at star 2 serves as 
an identifier, some light hairlines in fields, no serious digs or signs 
of weakness. An extremely rare variety, not among the Bass sales 
though a specimen remains in the Harry Bass Foundation collec- 
tion at the ANA Museum. Like that coin, on this piece star 3 is a bit 
flat and the same die cracks (rim to star 8 to cap, tops of ERTY to 
stars 9 to 11 ) are present. With that coin off the market, specialists in 
the series would be well advised to exert significant effort to add 
this example to their collection. 


(2x photo) 

737 1799 Breen 4-E, T-19. Rarity-3. MS-61 (PCGS). Satiny lustre 

on frosty greenish gold surfaces. Sharply struck wnth wdng tips and 
central stars brought up, excellent eye appeal, light contact marks 
with only a horizontal abrasion at star 3 worth noting. Single Hntmark 
present behind base of cap m upper left field. Late die state with rim 
cuds at stars 7 and 8 and all cracks mentioned by Taraszka. A very 
nice coin for the grade, an ideal representative of the type. 


U/J 


Frosty Mint State 1799 $10 
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Superb Lustrous AU 1799 $10 

Tarazska-17, Rarity-7 
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Choice Mint State 1799 $10 



(2x photo) 

738 1799 Breen 5-G, T-22. Rarity-3. MS-63 (NGC). Attractive rich 

yellow gold with soft obverse lustre and bright satiny lustre on the 
rev'erse. Pristine fields reveal no significant marks under magnifica- 
tion, deeper yellow toning surrounds devices. An extremely sharp 
com, free of significant defects. The planchet docs show some very 
shallow inherent roughness under a glass. Each detail in the stars, 
central devices, and peripheries is clear. A superb specimen of the 
t\'pe for a dedicated collector. 
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High-Grade 1801 Eagle 



(2x photo) 

739 1801 Breen 2-B, T-25. Rarity-3. MS-61 (NGC). Pale yellow 
gold with abundant lustre, especially on the reverse. The surfaces 
are free of digs though some hairlines arc noted. Crisply struck with 
good eye appeal. Single short scratch at star 7, very subtle adjust- 
ment marks manifest diagonally on the central obverse device, es- 
pecially in a natural depression on Liberty’s check where grease or 
something similar prevented them from being properly obliterated 
at striking. A very sharp example for the type collector. 

740 Three Liberty eagles: ☆ 1848 EF-45 ☆ 1880-S AU-55 ☆ 1901 
AU-58. (Total: 3 pieces) 


741 1852-0 Net EF-40; AU details, cleaned (ANACS). Bright yel- 

low gold. A rare date, one ofjust 18.000 examples ot the date pro- 
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duccd, .iiid n date that is seldom seen above VF; indeed, it may not 
exist in Mint State. I lolder marked “Harry W. Bass” (probably Lot 
649, Part IV, November 2000). Variety with hollow ring atop sec- 
ond vertical shield stripe on reverse (Brcen-6902). 


Lustrous 1856-S $10 



742 1856-S AU-55 (NGC). Medium S mintmark. ILich honey gold 

with bright orange-gold lustre in the recessed areas. From a mint- 
age of 68,000 pieces, most of which became well circulated in the 
channels of commerce in San Francisco. Scarce in AU or finer. 

Of the thousands of coins aboard the S.S. Central America, only 
28 examples of the 1856-S eagle were recovered — the 1856-S S20s 
aboard were about 50 times that in number! The best of those eagles 
was graded MS-63 by PCGS, and it is believed to be the finest known 
example. Other pieces were much more similar to this in grade. 


Classic 1858 $10 Rarity 



(2x photo) 


743 1858 AU-58 (NGC). Lustrous yellow gold surfaces with numer- 

ous bag marks and other signs of handling, though aside from a couple 
of small digs hidden in the reverse legend, none of the marks are 
particularly distracting. The obverse stars exhibit the usual softness, 
but overall the coin is a nicely struck example. 


Just 2,521 pieces were struck, one of the lowest mintages of all 
No Motto Liberty eagles, and it is estimated that perhaps only 2'K» 
to 4% of that original figure exist today. As no 1858 Lagle from any 
mint can be considered particularly common, the date has long been 
recognized by collectors as a tough one. In Mint State, the 1858 
eagle is rightfully regarded as a prized rarity, and few of the known 
examples approach that state of preservation. Even such great col- 
lections as that of Louis Eliasberg, Sr., and the Norweb family did 
not include specimens worthy of the Mint State designation, and 
the more recent offering of the Harry W. Bass Collection included 
only a single specimen, graded AU-53 by PCGS. Thus, the impor- 
tance of the 1858 eagle offered here cannot be overstated. A prize 
for the advanced collector of United States gold. 

NGC Census: 2; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

The 1858 eagle is, of course, an “old-tiine” rarity, an issue well recognized as 
being a key date in the series for a century. In his 1941 Dunham Catalogue, B, 
Max Mehl knew of “no more than six specimens” and cited the absence of this 
issue in such important cabinets as Parmalee, Cleiieay, Stickney, and fen Eyck as a 
testament to its abiding rarity. Indeed, in more recent times, while more than six 
specimens are known, the rarity of the 1858 eagle is steadfast and not prone to 
change. Akers estimated a total population of 30; Breen estimated that only half 
that many exist. The finest known by general consensus turned up around 1972, 
reportedly in the pouch it had been housed in since 1858! That piece, the only 
Mint State example certified by PCGS, is graded MS-64 today - almost 10 points 
finer than the second best seen by them! It seems very probable that this coin is 
responsible for the single MS-64 grade assigned by NGC as well. 

Rare 1864 Eagle 


744 1864 EF-45 (NGC). Soft grayish gold surfaces with deeper orange 

highlights. Minor marks on both sides, as expected for the grade. 
Some light surface dirt blends with pleasing traces of mint lustre, 
mostly present in the protected areas, just 3,530 pieces w^ere struck. 
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Extremely Rare 1872 $10 
Only 1,650 Produced 



(2x photo) 


745 1872 AU-50 (NGC). A very attractive example with warm yellow 

gold surfaces with traces of deeper orange toning toward the rims. 
Decent lustre remains for the grade, especially on the reverse, while 
traces of prooflike field texture are visible in the protected recesses. 
One of only 1,620 specimens produced in Philadelphia that year, 
ranking it comfortably among the 10 smallest productions in the 
Liberty Eagle series. Any offering of this date is an important one - 
there are perhaps only three Mint State examples known and speci- 
mens graded in the AU category are about the best a collector can 
reasonably expect to acquire. 

Among the Mint State specimens of this issue known to us, the 
Floyd Starr coin strikes us as the most interesting. Starr was a Phila- 
delphia insurance executive, a gentleman of significant means who 
kept a low personal profile, yet allowed Walter Breen to study his 
exceptional collection of early Proof coins. I lis first numismatic ac- 
tivity seems to be bidding in the 192 1 John Story Jenks sale by 1 lenry 
Chapman; Starr died 50 years later in 1971. While Starr was an ac- 
tive bidder at major sales throughout the 1930s and 1940s (and even 
consigned a significant group of large cents to the 1949 ANA sale), 
his purchases in the 1920s were relatively modest. Starr's specimen 
of the 1S72 eagle was a nice BU coin, “purchased from Henry 
Chapman in the 1920s" according to the Stack’s sale of coins re- 
maining in his estate in 1992. That a neophyte collector would pur- 
chase one of the very finest known specimens of an issue that was 
then not even on the radar screen and today remains 
underappreciated was either incredible luck or an act of great pre- 
science - It was fortuitous either way! As he purchased the Mint 
State piece from Chapman, a Philadelphian, 40 years after its mint- 
age, It seems unlikely that the coin ever got too fir from the Phila- 
delphia Mint until Starr’s collection was finally broken up in 1992. 


Popular 1872-CC Eagle 



(2x photo) 


746 1872-CC EF-45 (NGC). Soft yellow gold surfaces with some lus- 

tre remaining on both sides. Light marks are noted, as expected for 
the grade level, but none are particularly distracting. Considered by 
L3oug Winter to be the rarest issue of all Carson City eagles, and the 
vast majority of survivors from the original mintage of 4,6()() pieces 
are thought to rank in the VF range. Specimens graded higher are 
quite rare. Winter knew of fewTr than 12 examples in the EF cat- 
egory, less than six graded AU, and not a single specimen reaching 
Mint State. Another noteworthy $10 rarity. 

Scarce 1872-S Eagle 


747 1872-S AU-53 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous yellow' gold surfaces 

with significant prooflike reflectivity noted in the protected areas. 
Numerous bagmarks, but without any particularly significant indi- 
vidual abrasions. Sharply struck with bold detail. A quite attractive 
example of this scarce Liberty Eagle. Though 17,300 pieces were 
struck, multiples of the mintage for the 1858 offered earlier, the fre- 
quency of appearances for the 1872-S is no greater than that of the 
1858. As for the few' available specimens. Mint State examples are 
the minority, with just a few graded. As such, a nice AU will need to 
fit the bill, so to speak, for the v'ast majority ot collectors interested 
in acquiring the date. The present AU-53 is about as nice as one 
could ask for at that grade level and presents a fine opportunity. 
l*C( iS Population: 0; 6 fnior (AU-.SS fiiiost). 
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Scarce 1874-S Eagle 



748 1874-S EF-45 (PCGS). Deep greenish gold surfaces with traces of 

lustre remaining in the recesses. An all-around scarce issue that be- 
comes prohibitively rare in higher grades. In fact, no Mint State 
examples are graded by PCGS or NGC. 


Extremely Rare 1876 $10 



(2x photo) 


749 1876 AU-58 (NGC). A superb example of this very rare issue. 

Rich yellow gold surfaces with highlights of deeper orange toning, 
especially noteworthy on the high points and at the rims. The coin 
retains much of the original lustre, and the semi-prooflike fields 
remain somewhat reflective in places. Numerous scattered marks as 
usual for eagles of the era, but the coin shows only the slightest hint 
of wear and stands as a very attractive example. 

Just 687 circulation strikes were produced, the second lowest 
figure for the Liberty eagle series, exceeded only by the issue of 
1875 for which just 100 were struck — a classic rarity among U.S. 
gold coins. Though any example of the 1876 issue would be a high- 
light of a run of Liberty eagles, the present specimen ranks high 
among the few survivors and is tied for the distinction of finest cer- 
tified by either NGC or PCGS. 

NGC Census: 3; none finer. 


750 The Liberty sisters meet the Indian chiefs: ☆ 1880 Net Lf -4(), 
AU-50, mount removed ☆ 1897 AU-58. Base of 1 repunched 
1910-D AU-55 ☆ 1915 AU-58. (Total: 4 pieces) 

751 Five Mint State Liberty eagles: ☆ 1881 MS-60 ☆ 1882 MS-61 

☆ 1886-S MS-60 ☆ 1889-S MS-61 ☆ 1900 MS-60. A lustrous and 
attractive group. (Total: 5 pieces) 

Lustrous Liberty Eagles 

752 Selection of AU-55 eagles: ☆ 1882 ☆ 1886-S ☆ 1888-S ☆ 1893 

☆ 1894 ☆ 1894-0 ☆ 1898 ☆ 1900 ☆ 1903-S. All arc lustrous. (To- 
tal: 9 pieces) 


High-Grade 1882-CC $10 

Errant Date in Denticles 



(2x photo) 


753 1882-CC AU-58 (NGC). Very nicely struck, with only the most 

trivial softness on the higher points. The surfaces are rich yellow 
gold with deeper orange-gold highlights across fields showing some 
prooflike quality. A lovely high-grade specimen from the 6,764 
pieces struck. 

Though 22 pieces are currently reported by NGC as graded AU- 
58, Doug Winter notes that the figure (14 pieces as of his most recent 
writing on the subject) is significantly inflated due to resubmissions 
in an attempt to cross coins to the mint state level. It is easy to under- 
stand that this would occur, as mint state coins of this date are essen- 
tially unheard of except for a single coin grading finer than this one at 
NGC (MS-62). No examples have been graded Mint State at PCGS. 
The Mint State coin mentioned here is believed to be unique, offered 
as MS-61 (NGC) when catalogued by Q. Da\id Bowei*s in Bowers 
and Merena’sjuly 2002 Riirities Sale, featuring the spectacular Carson 
City gold collection of Henry S. Lang. 
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Back to the present conn the rarity of high-^rade examples is 
Liiklenivible, and this specimen certainly is a highly attractive Con- 
dition Census example worthy of a fine collection. 

NGC Census: 22; 1 finer {MS-62). 

S.iine die varien as chat described in Bass IV: 742, with errant date digits vis- 
ible in the denticles. The varietv was first discovered by John Kraljevich, Jr. in 
September 2n00 when cataloging the rdcreiiced Bass coin for Bowers and Merena. 
Doug Winter notes that the reverse used to strike this coin appears to match that 
used on the other known die variety, and thus speculates that the variety offered 
here might be an earlier die state from the same die pair. 

More Liberty Eagles 

754 Another group of AU-55 Liberty eagles: ☆ 1885 ☆ 1887 ☆ 1892 
☆ 1893 ☆ 1894 ☆ 1898 ☆ I899-S ☆ 1902 ☆ 1905. All are lustrous. 
(Total: 9 pieces) 


756 Mint State Liberty eagle trio: ☆ 1893 MS-62 PL. Faint cameo 
contrast is present ☆ 1899 MS-62 ☆ 1906-13 MS-62. First year of 
Denver Mint coinage operations. Three lustrous eagles. (Total: 3 
pieces) 



757 1894-0 MS-60. A highly lustrous specimen with a lot more eye 

appeal than is generally associated with the assigned grade. 

Uncirculated 1895-0 $10 



758 1895-0 MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous orange gold surfaces display rose 

and pale blue iridescence. 

Underrated 1896-S $10 Rarity 



759 1896-S MS-62 (PCGS). Electrifying lustre on bright honey gold 

surfices. Splashes of iridescent rose enhance the somewhat prooflike 
fields and lightly frosted motifs. An attractive coin for the grade, 
with just a scattering of tiny marks which arc easily overlooked when 
the ‘‘big picture” is taken into account. Walter Breen called the date 
“prohibitively rare AU,” which causes us to ponder the actual rarity 
of this date in Mint State as prc.scnted here! We can safely say that 
the present coin is considerably finer than any of the specimens gath- 
ered by Harry W. Bass, Jr. in his long and illustrious collecting ca- 
reer. PCGS has certified fewer than a half dozen examples of the 
date in a finer grade than that presented here, another “selling point” 
for this rare and desirable eagle. 

PCGS Population: 8; 4 finer (MS-65 finest). 




Delightful Choice Proof 1890 Eagle 

None Certified Finer by PCGS Within Designation 


755 1890 Proof-64 CAM (PCGS). A lovely example for the grade. 

Frosty' honey gold motifs and mirrored fields form a pleasing cameo 
contrast. A touch of haze in the refiective fields suggests that the 
present piece has not been dipped or otherwise tampered with in 
recent memory. As such, the present coin would be a welcomed 
addition to any adwmeed eagle collection. From a Proof mintage for 
the date of 63 pieces, of which it is thought that perhaps 30 or so 
were actually sold at the Mint, the balance being melted at a later 
date. Perhapsjust two dozen or so examples are currently known to 
today’s collectors, with many of those of inferior quality' or perhaps 
even showing injuries of various sorts. All this aside, the present 
Lom speaks for itself where quality is concerned. 

Pt CiS PopiiLmon I ; none liner within iho assigned grade designation. 
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760 1898 MS-64 (NGC). Attractive honey gold with nice lustre and a 

sharp strike. Fine die cracks are beginning to appear on both sides. 


761 1899 MS-64 (PCGS). A high degree of lustre and equally strong 
visual appeal combine with rich rose and honey gold highlights fora 
positive end result. 

A fine obverse die crack wends its way among the date numerals 
and stars, touching the point of the bust in one instance, and jutting 
to the dentils in several places. Not to be outdone, the reverse also 
sports several tiny cracks, some of which are quite bold (in a relative 
way). 

From the Lather A. Brcck Collection. 

Choice Uncirculated Liberty Eagle Trio 

762 Threesome of PCGS-certified Liberty eagles, all MS-63: ☆ 
1901 (2) ☆ 1901-S. Apparent repunching at the 9 in the date. A 
lustrous and attractive trio. (Total: 3 pieces) 

From the Lather A. Breck Collection. 

Lovely Gem Uncirculated 1901-S $10 


763 1901-S MS-65 (PCGS). Incredibly lively lustre immediately en- 

gages the viewer’s eye, quickly followed by a sensual assault of pale 
olive and rose iridescence, all this on satiny smooth surfaces. Gem 
quality personified! 

From the Lather A. Breck Collection. 


764 1901-S MS-63. A highly lustrous eagle that is richly deserving of 

the assigned grade. 


Gem Proof 1903 Eagle 

Richly Toned 

None Graded Finer by PCGS 


(2.x photo) 

765 1903 Proof-65 (PCGS). Deep orange gold surfaces display an ar- 

ray of deeper highlights in the protected areas. Struck from brilliant 
Proof dies (the second year of such die use at the Mint for Proofs), 
and without cameo contrast as such. An impressive gem specimen, 
one of 96 Proofs of the date produced, with perhaps just three dozen 
or so specimens from that mintage that can be traced today. By way 
of comparison, we point out the present coin is finer than Bass: 
1658 (Part II, October 1999; that being a lovely Proof-64 coin). No 
finer Proof example of this date has been certified by PCGS, a fact 
that should be carefully weighed when you plan your bidding strat- 

egy. 

PCGS Population: 7; none finer within the grade designation. 

From the Lather A. Breck Collection. 
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Important 1907 Indian $10 Rarity 

Wire Rim, With Periods 



(2x photo) 


766 1907 Indian. Wire Rim, Periods. Judd-1774, Pollock-1995. 

MS-65 (PCGS). Satiny, matte-like yellow gold surfaces display 
intensely bright lustre and traces of warm golden toning in the pro- 
tected areas. Countless raised die lines can be seen in the fields. High 
wire rims surround the peripheries, triangular “periods’’ before, 
between, and after UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, E 
PLURIBUS UNUM,andTEN DOLLARS (these “periods” were 
removed from the design wTen it w^as remodeled by Charles Barber 
for general circulation purposes later in 1907, thus producing the 
much more common No Periods type). Mintage estimated at around 


500 pieces, of which some are believed to be Proofs (see below^). 
Designed by Augustus Saint-Gaudens, and among the most desir- 
able of all 20th-century gold rarities (wTile perhaps not at the same 
popiilaritY level as the MCMVII High Relief S2() gold, also designed 
by Saint-Gaudens, the Indian design type offered herein is certainly 
many times rarer than its more famous High Relief cousin). Breen 
called the design type offered here “The only available gold SI Os 
showing the Saint-Gaudens conceptions in aityTvhere near their pris- 
tine splendor,” inferring that the later remodeling by Barber greatly 
diminished Saint-Gaudens’ concept, both in strength and charac- 
ter. Choice for the grade, and a pleasure to behold. An undisputable 
rarity and an important highlight of the Luther A. Breck Collec- 
tion, as it will no doubt be in the next collection it joins. 

Erroneously called “Wire Edge” on the PCGS holder (the “wire 
edge” misnomer seems to perpetuate itself no matter how many 
times well-meaning numismatists try to correct the parlance; the 
ed^e of the coin displays 46 stars, one for each star on Old Glory at 
the time of issue). 

How^ many wTre struck, and are there any Proofs available? In 
h'ls Encyclopedia, Walter Breen’s No. 7094 notes the following: “1907 
‘Type I,’ starred edge. [Net 448- + 50- P] judd-1774. Triangular 
dots; knife-rim. Mintage originally [500], including Proofs, less two 
officially melted.” He also wTOte: “Almost all of the 50 matte or 
satin finish Proofs of this type have vanished, or remain unrecog- 
nized. They should be needle sharp in central details on both sides, 
wTich the 400-odd regularly seen specimens are not. The latter have 
a peculiar surface entirely unlike that of ordinary production coins 
of other dates, with millions of irregular random striations in fields.” 

Meainvhile, in A Handbook of 20th-Centnry United States Gold 
Coins, 1907-1933, author David Akers had the following to say re- 
garding the mintage of the date: “The 500 mintage figure comes 
from a 1908 letter from dealer Henry Chapman to John Garrett, 
and this number is probably correct since Chapman had very close 
Mint connections.” Regarding the finish, Akers further noted: “It 
is entirely possible that all 500 are really Proofs rather than business 
strikes but there is no w^ay to know for sure. One thing is certain, 
however; all of the knowai examples of this issue are of the same 
method of manufacture and so any distinction between “Proof’ and 
“business strike” 1907 Wire Edge [sic] eagles is incorrect.” 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Mint State Indian Eagle Duo 

767 Pair of PCGS-ccrtificd Indian eagles: ☆ 1907 No Periods. MS- 
62. Bright yellow^ gold. Called “No Motto” on the holder; all 1907 
Indian eagles are without motto ☆ 1912 MS-63. Lustrous rose-gold. 
A nice pair. (Total: 2 pieces) 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Five Choice AU Indian Eagles 

768 Five choice AU Indian eagles, all AU-58 unless noted: ☆ 1907 
No Periods. AU-55 ☆ 1909-D ☆ 1911 ☆ 1913 ☆ 1915. A lustrous 
group of Indians. (Total: 5 pieces) 


Choice Uncirculated 1908 No Motto Eagle 



769 1908 No Motto. MS-64 (PCGS). Rich golden surfaces are alive 

with intense lustre and a good dose of plain, old-fashioned charm. 
From a circulation strike mintage for the date of 33,500 pieces, the 
second lowest regular-issue production figure in the series (the 1908 
Indian eagles with IN GOD WE TRUST added to the design have a 
mintage figure more than 10 times greater than the No Motto rsye 
offered here!), A lovely representative of the design type and grade. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


amf:k!can numismatic: icarities 


Ti 112 Classics Sale 


177 


770 Lustrous quartette of Indian eagles, all AU-58 unless noted: ☆ 
1908 Motto ☆ 1910 Net AU~55, lightly cleaned ☆ 1910-D^ 1914. 
(Total: 4 pieces) 

Half Dozen Indian Eagles 

771 Six AU-55 Indian eagles: ☆ 1908 Motto ☆ 1910-D ☆ 1912 ☆ 
1914 ☆ 1915 ☆ 1926. All are lustrous. (Total: 6 pieces) 


772 1909-D MS-62 (NGC). Satiny rose-gold with orange highlights 
and strong lustre. 

Another Indian Eagle Group 

773 Six more AU-55 Indian eagles: ☆ 1910 ☆ 1911 ☆ 1913 ☆ 1914- 
D ☆ 1915 ☆ 1932. A lustrous group. (Total: 6 pieces) 

Choice Mint State 1911 $10 


774 1911 MS-64 (NGC). A choice example with satiny lustre and rich 

gold toning, highlighted by traces of deeper orange. 

Elusive 1911-D Indian $10 


775 1911-D AU-58 (PCGS). Frosty honey gold with strong lustre and 

a touch of rose iridescence. No obvious wear or breaks in the lustre 
can be detected on the high points; a few light hairlines in the field 
before the Indian’s portrait may account for the assigned grade. From 
a mintage of 30,000 pieces, the smallest regular-issue mintage fig- 
ure in the scries. In A Handbook of 20t\\-Contnry United States Gold 
Coins 1907-1933, author David Akers noted “The 1911-D cannot 
be easily located in any Mint State grade, not even MS-60, and above 
the most basic Mint State level, the population dwindles to almost 
nothing.” Since the 1988 publication of the Akers reference, NGC 
and PCGS have certified dozens of examples of the date in Mint 
State, but the high concentrations of certified specimens at certain 


grade levels may indicate multiple re-submissions of the same com 
in the ever-present search for “upgrades” — the rarity of the date is 
still basically intact. The present coin represents a nice opportunity 
to fill that empty space in your Indian eagle collection with one 
solid bid. 



776 1911-D AU-55 (NGC). A high degree of gold lustre on satiny 
honey gold surfaces. Scarce in AU or finer. One of30,100 examples 
of the date struck, the lowest regular-issue figure in the Indian eagle 
series. A golden opportunity to obtain a high-grade example of this 
scarce issue. 

777 Three Uncirculated Indian eagles: ☆ 1912 MS-61 ☆ 1926 MS- 
63 ☆ 1932 MS-62. All are bright and lustrous. (Total: 3 pieces) 

Choice Mint State 1913 $10 


778 1913 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold over highly lustrous 

surfaces. A couple of nicks are noted on the cheek, but neither is 
distracting upon first glance. 

A Second Choice Example 


779 1913 MS-64 (NGC). A brilliant, well struck, highly lustrous, and 
very attractive example. 

780 1913-S AU-55 (NGC). Satiny, deep honey gold with distinctive 
rose highlights. A popular branch mint issue. 
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Gem Mint State 1932 Eagle 



781 1932 MS-65 (PCGS). Impressively bright lustre vies for the \ievver’s 

attention with intense splashes of pale rose and orange-gold on the 
satiny surfaces of this enticing gem Indian eagle. A glistening gem 
from the final collectable year of the series (the terminal date issue, 
1933, is a great rarity that only occasionally comes up for sale at 
public auction or private treaty), and is every bit the gem the holder 
declares. 

From the Luther A. Brcck Collccthvi. 


DOUBLE EAGLES 

The largest coin struck by the U.S. Mint for the needs of com- 
merce, the double eagle is popular for many of the same reasons as 
the silver dollar: an abundance of scarce branch mint issues adds a 
challenge to collecting the series, high-grade examples of common 
dates are easy to acquire and beautiful to behold, while the size and 
“heft’' of the coin make us yearn for the days where wealth had such 
a tactile sensation. Our offering of double eagles includes many grand 
opportiiuities for the sav\ty specialist - how many chances does one get 
to purchase the finest (no ifs ands, or buts) specimen of the 1863-S 
issue? Among the Liberty issues, a beautiful gem 1865-S piece from 
the famous wreck of the S.S. Brother Jonathan would add to any col- 
lection, and a Cameo Proof-66 (NGC) example of the 1901 issue is 
an extraordinarily beautiful coin to behold and closely examine, like- 
wise for the gem Proof 1904 $20 which follows it. The ever-popular 
design by Augustus Saint-Gaiidens (chosen for “re-use’' when the 
U.S. Mint began producing and marketing American Eagle gold coins 
in 1986), is well-represented by lovely high-grade examples for type 
collectors and several specimens of “America’s Most Beautiful Coin” 
- the MCMVIl High Relief. Indeed, we offer an example in Proof- 
67 (NGC), a spectacular artifact from the U.S. Mint’s finest hour. A 
fine selection awaits. 

782 1851 AU-50. Satiny honey gold with strong underlying lustre. 

Broken crossKir on A in STATES. 

783 1852 AU-58 (NGC). Lustrous rose-gold. A pleasing early double 
eagle for your type collection. 

784 Liberty double eagle trio: ☆ 1857-S EF-4(), light, scattered 
scratches ☆ 1874-S AU-55 ☆ 1894 AU-55. (Total: 3 pieces) 


The Finest Known 1863-S $20 


Akers Plate Coin 



(2.\ photo) 

785 1863-S MS-64 (PCGS). Impressive satiny lustre on rich yellow 

gold surfaces with a hint of pale green at the peripheries. Gem qual- 
ity eye appeal, a beautiful specimen made all the more significant by 
the rarity of this issue in high grade. A light abrasion is noted on 
Liberty’s nose, nick at the back of Liberty’s head near star 10, other 
tiny contact points are insignificant. A frosty delight that, amaz- 
ingly, was not salvaged from the wreck ol the S.S. Brother Jonathan. 
A number of 1863-S S20 pieces were recovered from the wreck, 
most of which were badly bagmarked Mint State pieces with only 
two pieces graded MS-63 and a few more meriting MS-61 grades. 
None compared (or really came close) to this example. This piece 
served as the Akers plate com in his work on double eagles when it 
was a part of the famous ‘'Dallas Bank” Collection formed by Jctl 
Browning. For a new generation of double eagle specialists, an un- 
fulfilled opportunity to buy this coin means settling tor second best. 

PCGS Population: 1 ; none finer. 

Fnmi Soilicby’s/Suick’s sale of the “Dallas Bank" Colleiiioii. Oitoix'r 
2001, Lot J8. 
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Gem Mint State 1865-S $20 

From the S.S. Brother Jonathan Treasure 

786 1865-S S.S. Brother Jonathan, MS-65 (PCGS). A satiny gem with 

honey gold surfaces that project strong cartwheel lustre in a radiant 
eye-catching display. One ofjust 14 gem MS-65 1865-S double eagles 
from the S.S. Brother Jonathan treasure that were certified by PCGS; 
they certified two others from that treasure at MS-66, but none finer. 
The appearance here of this historic coin is a fortunate occurrence for 
collectors, for many of the 14 PCGS-certified MS-65 S.S. Brother 
Jonathati double eagles have been put away in serious collections (for 
example, the present Breck Collection specimen), with mainly MS- 
64 and lesser quality pieces making up the aftermarket. When a gem 
treasure coin such as this comes on the market, you can be certain 
specialists are quick to take note. 

PCGS Population; 19; 2 finer within the grade designation (MS-66 finest). 

The story of the S.S. Brother Jonathan is now a familiar talc in com collecting 
circles, thanks largely to the incredible research and history presented by Q. David 
Bowers in his landmark book The Treasure Ship S.S. Brotiier Jotkithati, Her Life and Loss, 
1850-1865 (suggested reading for anyone with a penchant for numismatics, history, 
and adventure). The offering of the present coin suggests an abbreviated review of the 
S.S. Brother Jonathati treasure is in order, and we oblige with the following: 

The S.S. Brother Jonathan, a “side-wheeler” steam ship, was launched in 
Wilhamsburg (Brooklyn) New York in late November 1850. She took her name from 
a nickname for the United States on the world stage (“Brother Jonathan” was as ta- 
miliar in its day as “Uncle Sam”). The slnp passed to several owners over the years, 
including Cornelius Vanderbilt, whose name at the time was practically synonymous 
with ingenuity, wealth, and prosperity. In October 1854, the ship assisted in the res- 
cue and return to San Francisco of passengers from an ill-fated vessel named S.S. 
Yankee Blade. The “Bro Jo,” (as many of us who had the pleasure of describing these 
coins when they first hit the auction arena in the spring of 1999 have come to call her) 
even underwent a name change, at one time called the Commodore before changing 
hands once again and being renamed the Brother Jonathan. On July 28, 1865, the S.S. 
Brother Jonathan, with 60 known crew members and 142 known passengers, set off 
from San Francisco to Portland, Oregon, on what would be its final voyage. The 
passage north was stormy, and the ship put in at the sheltered harbor in Crescent City, 
California, near the Oregon border, on the night ofjuly 29. In the early afternoon of 
July 30, the S.S. Brother Jonathan left Crescent City and headed into high and heavy 
seas. Unable to make sufficient progress, the order was given to turn back to Crescent 
City; alas, the return trip was never completed. Of the 202 listed aboard the ship (and 
an estimated 25 to 50 individuals not registered in the ship’s manifest), just 21 are 
known to have survived! 

From the Lnther A. Breck Collection. 



(2x photo) 



787 1876 MS-61 (NGC). Satiny medium gold surfaces with rich rose 

highlights. Some areas of prooflike reflectivity' are noted, as often 
seen for this date. 



788 1876 MS-60 (PCGS). Strong cartwheel lustre present on lively 

honey gold surfaces. 
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Half Dozen Liberty Double Eagles 

789 Six Liberty double eagles, all AU-58: ☆ 1883-S ☆ 1893 ☆ 1895- 
S ☆ 1896-S ☆ 1899-S ☆ 1907. These are uniformly nice for the 
^rade. (Total: 6 pieces) 


790 1884-CC AU-58 (NGC), Frosty honey gold with pale orange iri- 
descence and strong lustre, especially on the reverse. A pleasing 
double eagle from the Carson City Mint. 

The variety with a prominent raised ‘'X’' at the juncture of 
Liberty’s neck and the next lowest hair curl. This mark was no doubt 
caused by heavy die polishing in that area; other lines are noted there, 
but none are directly related to the “X” mark mentioned here. 

Interestingly, the Carson City Mint is now the Nevada State Museum - and 
one of the original presses is preserved in the building. 

791 Five San Francisco Mint MS-60 Liberty double eagles: ☆ 1885- 
S ☆ 1894-S ☆ 1897-S ☆ 1901-S ☆ 1906-S. A lustrous quintette. 
(Total: 5 pieces) 


Double Eagle Grouping 

792 Two lady Liberties escorted by three saints: ☆ 1889-S AU-58 

☆ 1891 -S Net EF-45; AU-55, lightly polished ☆ 1908 No Motto. 
AU-58 ☆ 1910-S AU-55 ☆ 1923-D MS-62. (Total: 5 pieces) 

793 Four MS-60 Liberty double eagles: ☆ 1891-Siir 1897 ☆ 1898-S 

☆ 1903-S. Four lustrous honey gold double eagles. (Total: 4 pieces) 

Five Choice AU Liberty $20s 

794 Five Liberty double eagles, all AU-58: ☆ 1892-S ☆ 1893-S ☆ 
1895 ☆ 1896 ☆ 1900-S. A lustrous honey gold selection. (Total: 5 
pieces) 

Four Mint State Liberty $20 

795 Four Liberty double eagles, all MS-60: ☆ 1895-S ☆ 1896-S ☆ 
1901-S ☆ 1904. A lustrous quartette. (Total: 4 pieces) 

Five Mint State Liberty Double Eagles 

796 A Mint State quintette of Liberty double eagles: ☆ 1899 MS- 
61 ☆ 1900 MS-62, reverse digs ☆ 1904 MS-61 ☆ 1905-S MS-61, 
prooflike ☆ 1907-D MS-61. All are lustrous and attractive. (Total: 
5 pieces) 
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Majestic Cameo Proof 1901 $20 

96 Struck 


797 1901 Proof-66 CAM (NGC). Central devices are nicely frosted 

on both sides and stand out sharply from deeply mirrored fields. 
Rich yellow gold, immaculate surfaces, stunning visual appeal. A 
great rarity in the double eagle series, particularly so in this quality. 
The Bass Collection sales lacked a Proof specimen of this date, and 
the exceptional Norweb com had a nick on the cheek. The Pittman 
coin showed “a few more hairlines in the fields and several on the 


(2x photo) 

face,'' a tribulation this piece is notably free of, but seems to define 
other examples of the issue. As Dave Bowers noted in cataloguing 
the Eliasberg specimen in 1982, ‘‘nicked and impaired coins are the 
rule, not the exception, in the fewTnstances when specimens appear 
on the market.” This piece is the e.xception, a beautiful quality ex- 
ample which IS essentially unsurpassable. 

NGC Census: 2, none finer. 



798 1903 MS-64 (NGC). Highly lustrous honey gold with rich rose 

highlights. A pleasing coin overall; ifjudged alone, the reverse easily 
warrants a gem designation. 
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Gem Cameo Proof 1904 $20 

The Finest Cameo Certified by PCGS 


(2x photo) 

799 1904 Proof-65 CAM (PCGS). A lovely cainco Proof of the date, 

with frosty golden motifs and deeply mirrored fields. One of 98 
Proof double eagles of the date produced, though perhaps only 30- 
35 specimens are currently known. Of the surviving specimens, 
many are permanently impounded in museums and other institu- 
tions. and several others are impaired by cleaning or other misfor- 
tunes. The present coin is the finest example of the date to receive a 
“CAM” designation from PCGS, and is the ready equal to Bass: 1941 
(Part 11, October 1999) for comparison. A remarkable coin that will 
draw a remarkable round of bidding activity. 

I’CC'iS I\)piilatioii: 1; none finer. Of the “non-CAM” Proofs of the date cer- 
tified by PC'GS, only mvfi have been graded Proof-65, again with none finer! 
h'rofii the Liitiwr A. Brcck Collection. 


800 


801 

802 


803 1904 MS-64 (PCGS). Another frosty double eagle with strong lus- 

tre and great eye appeal for the grade. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 




Gem Mint State 1904 $20 


1904 MS-65 (PCGS). A frosty, satiny gem, ablaze with bright lus- 
tre and aglow wdth warm orange highlights. A readily available date 
in an uncommon state of preservation. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


1904 MS-65 (PCGS) Intense cartwheel lustre on bright, deep 
golden surfaces. A popular date at the gem level. 

1904 MS-64 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with pastel orange irides- 
cence and the eye appeal of a finer grade. Choice. 

From the Luther A, Breck Collection. 
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Impressive Gem Proof MCMVII High Relief $20 

A Classic American Coinage Rarity 



804 MCMVII (1907) Saint-Gaudens. High Relief. Wire Rim. 
Proof-67 (NGC). A superb gem Proof example of what is argu- 
ably America’s most beautiful coinage (design, the high-water mark 
of American coinage (designs ifyou woul(d, (done by America’s pre- 
mier sculptor of the era, Augustus Saint-Gau(dens. Satiny goliden 
yellow matte-like surfaces display strong lustre and a generous 
amount of exquisite eye appeal. On the present coin, the splendid 
depiction of Liberty strides boldly into the future in all her full- 
blown 3-D glory, while America’s symbolic icon, the bald eagle, 
flies through the rays of a new dawn on the reverse. Among the 
finest examples of the issue to be certified by NGC, and worthy of 
note as such. We suspect generous bidding will be the order of the 
I day when this star of America’s gold coinage series crosses the auc- 

tion block. 

NGC Census: .S; 4 finer (Proof-69 finest). 

The MCMVII High Relief 

Although known as the Rough Rider President, Theodore l^oosevelt was 
perhaps the greatest patron of the arts to occupy the Executive Mansion since 
Thomas Jefferson. A scholar, adventurer, and winner of the Congressional Medal 
j of Honor, Roosevelt took seriously his opportunity to leave a mark upon the 

American presidency and the nation in every way, from such grand objects as the 
military to more ordinary considerations such as the nation’s coinage. He famously 
proclaimed, “we must show, not merely in great crises, but m the everyday attairs 
\ ' of life, the qualities of practical intelligence, of courage, of hardihood, and endur- 

ance, and above all the power of devotion to a lofty ideal." With the “American 
LwJ tr iiLui liew'lt laiik-iti'd on*- : ii thi' gi'car sculptors ot the 



era to create a coinage for everyday use “worthy of a civilized people,” as Roosevelt 
said, “which is not true of our present coins." His idealism would be well re- 
warded with one of the most beloved coin designs ever created, authored by 
Augustus Saint-Gaudens. 

Rasing to the Presidency in 1901 upon the assassination ofWilliam McKinley, 
Roosevelt first became acquainted with Saint-Gaudens when he deliberately chose 
the sculptor to design Roosevelt’s inaugural medal of 1905. The medal was unlike 
its predecessors, and Roosevelt identified Saint-Gaudens as the man to redesign 
the entire realm of American coinage in an effort to replace the banal designs by 
Charles Barber and George Morgan. The generally uninspired designs had much 
in common with contemporary coins from France — Roosevelt had a different 
vision for his nation, 

“I w^ant to make a suggestion,” Roosevelt wrote to Saint-Gaudens in 1905, as 
the New Hampshire-based artist was employed on new' designs. “1 w'as looking at 
some gold coins of Alexander the Great today, and I w'as struck by their high rehef 
Would not It be well to have our coins in high relief, and also to have the rims 
raised?” Roosevelt asked earnestly. Saint-Gaudens knew he had an ally - an espe- 
cially liigh ranking ally - for his owm \ision, and responded to Roosevelt w ith a tone 
of friendly approval: “You have hit the nail on the head with regard to the coinage ” 
Saint-Gaudens continued his encouraging tone, but with a note of caution, “Per- 
haps an inquiry from you w'ould not receive the antagonistic reply from those who 
have the say in such matters that w'ould certainly be made to me.” Samt-Gaudens 
was referring to a 15-year-old rivalry between himself and the insolent Mint en- 
gras'er Charles Barber, whose intlexibiht\' and self-centeredness was w'ell knowii. 

In Saint-Gaudens’ w’ords, he envisioned “some kind of a (possibly winged) 
figure of Libert)' striding forward as if on a mountain top , , , in hand perhaps a 
fiaming torch, the drapery would be fiowiiig in the breeze. My idea is to make it a 
living thing and tv'pical of progress.” His artistic conception of Libertv' was ideal to 
Roosevelt — “it w'ould be beautiful” the President w rote back, and informed the 
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vuiptor that he had “summoned all the mint people, and I am going to see if I 
cannot persuade them that coins of the Grecian t\ pe but with raised rims will meet 
the comiiiercul needs of the day.” He correctly anticipated the opposition that 
v\ould accompany the designs, 

Roosevelt met with Leslie M. Shaw, the Secretary of the Treasury, in the last 
days of 1905 to discuss what he called his “pet baby” - the ideas of design change 
and a high relief gold com (the $20 denomination was not yet decided upon). The 
President recounted the meeting in a January 1906 letter to Saiiit-Gaudens, say- 
ing, “Shaw was really very nice about it. Of course he thinks I am a mere crack- 
brained lunatic on the subject.” By early 1906, Saint-Gaudens was well into the 
modeling phase of the new designs, but his health was deteriorating. Roosevelt’s 
enthusiasm for the project continued unabated, but Saint-Gaudens’ progress was 
slow indeed. The sculptor was m and out of a doctor’s direct care and had to turn 
much of the responsibility for the project over to his assistant, Henry Hering. Saint- 
Gaudens’ humor remained though - he told Roosevelt via letter in May 1906 that 
“if you succeed in getting the best of the pohte Mr. Barber down there, you will 
have done a greater work than putting through your Panama Canal.” 

Mr. Barber had reason to be displeased, of course, as the Mint did not tradi- 
tionally use outside help and he took Roosevelt’s choice of Saint-Gaudens as an 
affront to his own talents and the grandeur ofhis position as Chief Engraver. So he 
became an obstructionist to the plan, even going so far as to design his own double 
eagle patterns in 1906, now known as Judd- 1773. Henry Hering had the unenvi- 
able job of iiiteracung with Barber on the issue, even as Roosevelt and Saint- 
Gaudens continued their brainstorming and exchange of witticisms. In early 1907, 
after Bering’s carehil shepherding of Saint-Gaudens’ models through the reduc- 
ing and die-sinking phases, a tiny number of what are now called “Extremely High 
Relief’ MCMVII double eagles were struck. Nine separate impressions were re- 
quired to raise the designs fully, and the coins w'ere utterly unusable as money. But 
as art objects they passed with flying colors. 

The High Relief MCMVII represents something of an attempt at compro- 
iiuse. With the relief reduced somewhat, Hering prepared new models that he 
believed would satisfy the continuous complaints of Barber that the coins could 
not be struck under normal conditions, would not stack, and other issues that 
bespoke small-minded petulance. “It is not in any sense the fault of this depart- 


ment that the dies are not ready,” wrote a defensive Barber to the Supermtendeiit 
of the Mint. Saint-Gaudeiis died in New Hampshire in August 1907. He would 
never see one of the MCMVII double eagles in circulation, but Henry Hering 
stood by his mission of seeing the design through to completion. 

The Mint coined 11,250 pieces in high relief even though the detailed dies 
sail required three separate blows on a special hydraulic press to bring up all the 
intricacies. These pieces were struck, by direct order of the President, even as 
Barber had his plate full with creating hubs and dies for the lower relief 1907 Ara- 
bic date coins. A November 22 order for 6,000 double eagles struck with high 
relief was satisfied, and the coins were issued for commerce in December. Imme- 
diately, and perhaps predictably, bankers complained about the inability of the wire- 
edge coins to stack. With slight modification to the design, flat rim pieces were 
created that stacked better; Barber pompously proclaimed that “they are so well 
made that I fear the President may demand the continuance of this particular coin, 
and while the etTect of the mill is good it does not increase the output.” Roosevelt 
loved the newly created pieces struck in high relief and distributed them with 
pride to friends. In one letter that accompanied a brand new high relief MCMVII 
double eagle, the President proclaimed it to be “the best coin that has been struck 
for 2,000 years.” Chief Engraver Barber, of course, disagreed, and laid low the 
triumphant relief for the regular issues that Hering believed were a disgrace to 
Saint-Gaudens’ memory'. 

Since their initial coinage the high relief Saint-Gaudens double eagle have 
been among the most desirable of United States coins, trading for a premium nearly 
as soon as they were released to coin collectors who correctly predicted the classic 
nature of the designs. Their designs were chosen with deliberation and care, the 
joint project of an artist and statesman to produce a majestic piece of gold currency 
that would say more about the nation that issued it than any coin previously struck 
at the U.S. Mint. Today the pieces are still scarce and highly desired, with many 
pieces suffering at the hands of non-collectors who proudly handled, polished, 
and carried their prized double eagles to the detriment of the coin itself But any 
specimen, whether flawless or a pocket piece, can still be an object of pride today 
-just as they were in 1907 when Roosevelt predicted he would be impeached for 
his “pet crime” but called that “a very cheap payment!” for his involvement in the 
finest design in the history of American coining art. 



Gem Mint State MCMVII High Relief $20 


805 MCMVII (1907) Saint-Gaudens. High Relief. Wire Rim. 
MS-65 (PCGS). An incredibly lovely coin for the grade in many 
respects; the satiny fields nnd boldly struck motifs are bathed in 
rich orange-gold lustre, and the relief seems even more pronounced 
as a result fhe surfaces stand up well to careful scrutiny, with a 


tiny, toned planchet flaw at the eagle’s wing near 3:00 tlie only 
‘‘reward” for your magnified attention. One of the finest MS-bS 
MCMVII High Relief Saint-Gaudens double eagles you are likely 
to encounter! 

From the Luther A. Breck CollectiotL 
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Another MCMVII High Relief $20 



(2x photo) 


806 MCMVII (1907) Saint-Gaudens. High Relief. Wire Rim, MS- 

63, or so but with extremely faint hairlines barely detectable in the 
central portion of the eagle’s wing. Regardless of the imperfection, 
the obverse challenges full gem quality and we feel that the coin 
deserves careful consideration as a truly remarkable example of this 
most highly prized issue. Frosty yellow gold with extraordinary eye 
appeal for the assigned grade. All things considered, an interested 
bidder is sure to find this specimen nearly irresistible. 


Another MCMVII High Relief $20 



Good Things Come In All Grades! 


807 MCMVII (1907) Saint-Gaudens. High Relief Wire Rim. MS- 
62 (NGC). Rich, satiny honey gold with deeper highlights in the 
protected areas. Another lovely example of what many consider to 
be the epitome of coinage art in the entire American coinage spec- 
trum. Choice for the grade; we’ve all seen lesser coins than this given 
higher grades by various third-party grading services! The present 
coin is a “solid” MS-62 coin, no less (although perhaps a touch 
“more”). Nicely struck with full, unbroken lustre, and just a few 
minor ticks from a finer grade. 


One More Nice MCMVII $20 



808 MCMVII (1907) Saint-Gaudens. High Relief Flat Rim. MS- 

62. Bright and lustrous yellow gold with distinctive ohve highlights. 
Sharply struck and simply splendid to admire. The Saint-Gaudens 
design never fails to garner admiration, and the present coin will 
prove no exception to that rule. We can say, almost wdth certainty, 
the present coin will find its way to the cabinet of an appreciative 
collector of classic American coinage. 

809 Saint-Gaudens $20 threesome: ☆ 1907 Arabic Date. MS-61 ☆ 1908- 
D Motto. MS-60 ☆ 1914-S MS-60. Highly lustrous. (Total: 3 pieces) 


1908 No Motto Wells Fargo $20 



810 1908 No Motto. IVells Fargo Hoard. MS-66 (PCGS). A lustrous, 

satiny gem with pale rose iridescence m abundance. From the Wells 
Fargo Hoard that appeared in the marketplace during the 1990s. 
From the Luther A. Brech Collection. 
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Another 1908 No Motto Wells Fargo $20 


815 1908 No Motto. Wells Fargo Hoard. MS-66 (PCGS). Satiny 

honey gold with distinctive olive highlights. 

From the Luther A, Breck Collectkm. 


Another 1908 No Motto Wells Fargo $20 


811 1908 No Motto. Wells Fargo Hoard. MS-66 (PCGS). Bright and 

lustrous with just a touch of toning. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Another 1908 No Motto Wells Fargo $20 



812 1908 No Motto. Wells Fargo Hoard. MS-66 (PCGS). Satiny 

honey gold with a trace of olive on the reverse. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Trio of 1908 No Motto Wells Fargo $20s 

816 Threesome of 1908 No Motto double eagles from the Wells 
Fargo Hoard, all certified MS-66 by PCGS. A lustrous, satiny trio. 
(Total: 3 pieces) 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

1908 No Motto Wells Fargo $20 Trio 
The Final Three 

817 Threesome of 1908 No Motto double eagles from the Wells 
Fargo Hoard, all certified MS-66 by PCGS. Another nice trio. 
(Total: 3 pieces) 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Another 1908 No Motto Wells Fargo $20 



813 1908 No Motto. Wells Fargo Hoard. MS-66 (PCGS). Bright and 

lustrous honey gold. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Another 1908 No Motto Wells Fargo $20 



814 1908 No Motto. IVells Fargo Hoard. MS-66 (PCGS). A satiny 

and lustrous gem with pale rose highlights. 

From the Luther A. Breck (Collection. 


818 Three Uncirculated Saint-Gaudens double eagles: ☆ 1908 No 
Motto. MS-60 ☆ 1920 MS-61 ☆ 1922 MS-60. All are lustrous. (To- 
tal: 3 pieces) 

Half Dozen Saint-Gaudens $20s 

819 Six Saint-Gaudens double eagles, all AU-58 unless noted: ☆ 
1908-D No Motto ☆ 1908-D Motto ☆ 1909-D AU-55 ☆ 1910-S 
☆ 1914-D ☆ 1923. A nice group. (Total: 6 pieces) 


Choice Mint State 1908 $20 

With Motto 



820 1908 Motto. MS-64 (PCGS). Satiny, frosty honey gold surfaces 

explode with pale rose iridescence. A truly choice Mint State ex- 
ample of the second design type of the date, here with IN GOD 
WE TRUST added in the reverse design. Choice tor the grade. 
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Desirable 1920-S $20 Rarity 


829 1922 MS-64 (NGC). Lustrous honey gold surfaces with superb 

aesthetic appeal. 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ICVRITIES 


(2x photo) 

828 1920-S AU-58, faintly cleaned long ago. Bright honey gold with a 

high degree of lustre and physical charm. An important rarity in the 
Samt-Gaudens double eagle series, this despite a generous mintage 
of 558,000 pieces. No doubt much of that mintage was later rel- 
egated to the government’s melting pots upon Frankhn D. Roosevelt 
ending the gold standard in 1933. David Akers called this date “rare 
in any condition and it is very rare in full Mint State.” He then goes 
on to note, “most of the ones 1 have seen were onlyEF or AU." The 
present coin holds up well under careful scrutiny and would make 
an ideal addition to any advanced double eagle cabinet. 


821 Trio of choice Mint State $20 gold pieces, each graded MS- 
63 (NGC); ☆ 19()9~S'ir 19I5-Si^ 19 1 6-S. A nicely matched three- 
some, all brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 3 pieces) 

822 Pair ofMint State $20 gold: ☆ 1910 MS-63 (NGC) ☆ I912 MS- 
62 (NGC). Both are brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 2 pieces) 

Gem Uncirculated 1910-D $20 


825 1913-D MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with rich rose and 

pale sky blue iridescence. Choice for the grade. 


823 1910-D MS-65 (NGC). A bright and satiny gem graced with in- 

tense lustre and a whisper of pale rose iridescence. A thoroughly 
appealing coin in all respects. 


Four MS-62 Saint-Gaudens $20s 

824 Foursome of MS-62 Samt-Gaudens double eagles: ☆ 191 1-D 

1913 1925 1928. AH are bright and lustrous. (Total: 4 pieces) 


826 1913-S MS-61 (NGC). A high degree of lustre bursts forth on sat- 

iny, honey gold surfaces. Choice for the grade. 


827 1914-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous honey gold surfaces. 
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Attractive Double Eagle Duo 

830 Pair of PCGS-certified double eagles: ☆ 1923 MS-64. Lustrous 
rose-gold ☆ 1928 MS-65. Satiny honey gold. A nice pair. (Total: 2 
pieces) 

Frotfi the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Three Uncirculated Saint-Gaudens $20s 

831 Three Mint State Saint-Gaudens double eagles: ☆ 1923-D MS- 
63 ☆ 1924 MS-62 ☆ 1927 MS-63. A choice and lustrous three- 
some. (Total: 3 pieces) 


832 1926 MS-65 (NGC). Bright yellow gold with an excellent display 
of cartwheel lustre. A lovely gem example for type. 

833 Four Liberty Head gold issues: Gold dollars: ☆ 1851 AU-55 ☆ 
1852 AU-55. Quarter eagles: ☆ 1857 AU-55 ☆ 1903 AU-55. (To- 
tal: 4 pieces) 

Mint State Gold Coin Group 

834 Quintette of popular gold issues, all Mint State: Quarter eagles: 

☆ 1904 MS-63 ☆ 1926 MS-62. Half eagles: ☆ 1906-D MS-63. 
First year of Denver Mint issues ☆ 1908 Indian MS-62. Double 
eagle: ☆ 1908 No Motto. MS-62. A nice selection. (Total: 5 pieces) 

835 Indian gold selection. All AU-55. Quarter eagles: ☆ 1911 ☆ 1928 

☆ 1929 (2). Half eagles: ☆ 1909-D ☆ 1911. All are lustrous. (Total: 
6 pieces) 


COMMEMOILATIVE 
SILVER COINS 

The following commemorative quarters and halves include many 
gems from the Luther A. Breck Collection, an “old-time” collector 
who had an exceptional eye for quality and picked many beautiful 
coins for inclusion in his set. His superb gem Isabella quarter is a 
standout (as is the Proof that precedes it!), and others maintain that 
exceptional level of quality. 


Rare Proof 1893 Isabella Quarter 



(2x photo) 

836 1893 Isabella quarter. Proof-64 (NGC). Largely brilliant with 


just a nuance of pale champagne on each side. A modicum of frost 
on the motifs makes for faint yet pleasing cameo contrast on both 
sides. One of 103 Proofs of the issue struck, based on Walter Breen’s 
Encyclopcdhi where it noted “Proofs: first 100, plus nos. 400, 1492, 
1892. As with the 1892 halves, most original numbered envelopies 
perished; see Swiatek-Breen pp. 114-115. Die file marks around MB, 
knife nms, obverse clockwise 10:00 to 4:00, reverse almost com- 
plete.” The present coin would be a remarkable addition to any U.S. 
commemorative com collection. 

The 1893 Isabella quarter dollar, the first such coniniemorativc issue in the 
denomination (and the only such issue until 1976) was the brain child ol Mrs. Pot- 
ter Palmer, a well-known Chicago socialite, and, as Q. David Bowers called her m 
his Cemmemerj/iir Coins the Vtiited States, A Complete limydopedia, the “Grande 
dame of the Exposition.” She was also on the Hoard of Lady Managers of the 
World’s Columbian Exposition, which august body was instigated by none other 
than Susan B. Anthony (whose likeness graced a c^uarter dollar-sized “mini” dollar 
coin 86 years later). Approved by law on March 3, 1893, the Isabella quarter dollar 
soon became a reality. Designed by CTarles Barber (perhaps modeled alter designs 
by Kenyon Cox), the com was authorized in a quantits' of 40,000 pieces, though 
an extra 23 pieces were struck for assay purposes. Of the 40,023 eoinv produced, 
just 24,214 were actually sold and distributed, with the remaining 1.S.809 pieces 
melted. 
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Gciii Uncirculated 1893 Isabella 250 



Vividly Toned 


(2x photo) 


837 1893 Isabella quarter. MS-66 (PCGS). A high degree of lustre 

cascades beneath rich electric blue, rose, and deep honey gold high- 
lights. A visually stunning gem that will appeal to collectors who 
appreciate deep, rich toning on their 19th-century commemoratives. 


Gem Mint State 1893 Isabella Quarter 



{2.x photo) 


838 1893 Isabella quarter. MS-66 (PCGS). Strong lustre and a hint 

of gold at the rims combine warmly on the frosty pale silver gray 
surfaces of this attractive gem. A visually enchanting example of our 
natioif s first comineinorative quarter dollar (or “silver souvenir'’ 
coins, as they were called at the time), instigated by the Board ol 
Lady Managers of the World’s Columbian Exposition • — as plainly 
stated on the reverse. Sharply struck and undeniably appealing. 
h’rotu the Luther A, Brcck Collcctiou. 


839 1937 Antietain. MS-66 (PCGS). A frosty gem with pale golden 
highlights on superbly lustrous surfaces. A popular issue that com- 
memorates the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Antietam, the 
bloodiest day in the history of America-some 20, ()()() ^- deaths oc- 
curred in a single day's fighting. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

840 1938 Arkansas. MS-65 (PCGS). Satiny, fully brilliant matte-like 
surfaces with a tiny splash of violet on the reverse. Sharply struck. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

841 1936-S Bay Bridge. MS-66 (PCGS). Lively lustre and pale cham- 
pagne highlights greatly embellish the frosty' surfaces of this lovely 
gem. Struck to commemorate the opening of the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge m 1936, with examples of the coin first offered 
for sale at toll booths on the bridge on opening day! 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

842 Pair of MS-66 PCGS-certified commemorative half dollars: 

☆ 1935 Boone. Faint golden highlights ☆ 1936 Bridgeport. Fully 
brilliant and highly lustrous. A nice pair. (Total: 2 pieces) 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 



843 1925-S California. MS-65 (PCGS). A high degree of lustre 
complements the bright silver surfaces, as does a whisper of faint 
rose iridescence. Choice for the grade. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

844 1936-S Cincinnati. MS-65 (PCGS). A frosty, lustrous matte-hke 
gem with strong eye appeal. This popular issue celebrates Cincinnati as 
“A Music Center of America,” as depicted by the portrait of “America’s 
troubadour,” Stephen Foster, which appears on the obverse. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

845 Quartette ofMS-65 PCGS-certified commemorative half dol- 
lars: ☆ 1936 Cleveland ☆ 1924 Huguenot ☆ 1918 Lincoln. Actually 
the Centennial of the State of Illinois half dollar, but Abe Lincoln (a 
native of Kentuckx') takes center stage ☆ 1936 Lynchburg. A boldly 
lustrous and highly attractive gathering of gems. (Total: 4 pieces) 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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846 1892 Columbian Exposition. MS-66 (PCGS). A satiny golden 
gray gem with bursts of rich electric blue at the rims and splashes of 
rose and rich gold elsewhere. A lovely gem specimen of America’s 
first coinmemorativT half dollar issue, struck for the 1892-93 World’s 
Columbian Exposition, held in Chicago Illinois. Notably, PCGS 
has only graded six examples of the date at a finer grade level (and 
we suspect many of those will not be released from the important 
collections in which they now reside at any time in the near future). 

847 1935 Connecticut. MS-65 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous with a 
faint violet glow at the rims. 

From the Luther A. Brcck CoUcctkvi. 

848 1936 Delaware. MS-66 (PCGS). A gorgeous gem with explo- 
sive lustre and near-flawless surfaces. Choice! 

From the Luther A. Breck Collectioti. 

849 1936 Battle of Gettysburg. MS-65 (PCGS). A blazing gem of a 
coin with bright, unyielding lustre and a nuance of lively cham- 
pagne toning on both sides. The commemorative with three dates: 
1863, the year of the battle; 1936, the year of issue; 1938, the year 
the 75th anniversary of the battle would be celebrated. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collectiou. 

850 1936 Lynchburg. MS-67 (ICG). Satiny surfaces show strong lus- 
tre with pale rose and champagne toning highlights. An attractive 
gem in many ways. Struck to commemorate the sesquicentennial of 
the founding of Lynchburg, Virginia. Senator Carter Glass is fea- 
tured on the obverse, despite the fact that he w^as vehemently op- 
posed to the appearance of any living American on our coinage. 

851 Four PCGS-certified MS-65 commemorative half dollars: ☆ 

1920 Maine ☆ 1934 Maryland ☆ 1937-D Oregon ☆ 1936 ILliode 
Island. All are lustrous and all have a shade or two of pale golden 
toning. (Total: 4 pieces) 

Froju the Luther A, Breck Collectiou. 


Lovely 1921 Missouri Centennial 50y 

Gem Mint State 



852 1921 Missouri. Plain. MS-65 (PCGS). Warm lustre glow's radi- 

antly on satiny pale golden surfaces. A scintillating dash or two of 
iridescent rose and sky blue serve to enhance the overall appeal. A 
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stark yet beautiful design type (at least to this writer), uncluttered as 
It is by the legends LIBERTY, IN GOD WE TRUST, and E 
PLURIBUS UNUM (say, isn’t that illeyial in U.S. coinage law2). 
Designed by Robert Aitken, who also designed the MCMXV (1915) 
Panama- Pacific Exposition $50 gold “slugs” (of which two gem Mint 
State pieces, one each of the octagonal and round format from the 
Breck Collection are offered elsewhere in the present catalogue!). A 
beautiful example of a key issue in the U.S. commemorative series. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Superb Gem 1926-S Oregon Trail 



853 1926-S Oregon Trail. MS-68 (PCGS). Highly lustrous silver gray 
at the centers with an incredible burst of color changing from soft 
gold to champagne, pale blue, sea green, magenta, and \nolet going 
tow^ard the rims. Even under magnification the coin is virtually mark 
free. A truly superb and original Oregon Trail suitable for the finest 
collection of silver commemorative issues. If the present cataloguer 
was a collector of this series, every coin in the collection W'ould look 
just like this one! 

PCGS Populntion: 4; none finer. 

854 Four more PCGS-certified MS-65 commemorative half dol- 
lars: ☆ 1936 Robinson-Arkansas. Pale golden hues ☆ 1925 Stone 
Mountain. Brilliant ☆ 1936 Wisconsin. Brilliant ☆ 1936 York. Bril- 
liant. A nice foursome. (Total: 4 pieces) 

Gem Mint State 1926 Sesquicentennial 500 


855 1926 Sesquicentennial. MS-65 (PCGS). Intense cartwheel lus- 

tre blazes its w'ay through an even sheen ot pale violet and cham- 
pagne iridescence. Nicely struck at the centers, especially so for such 
a low'-relief issue. Amazingly, just seven examples of the date have 
been graded finer by PCGS, w'hich speaks volumes about its rariw 
in top-notch grades. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collectiou. 
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Lustrous Gem 1926 Sesquicentennial 50fzt 



856 1926 Sesquicentennial. MS-65 (PCGS). Deep, intense cham- 

pagne iridescence graces highly lustrous silver gray surfaces. A popu- 
lar issue, especially so in gem Mint State. Only seven examples of 
the date have received a finer grade from PCGS, all of those called 
MS-66. 



857 1935 Spanish Trail. MS-66 (PCGS). Frosty silver gray with strong 

lustre and a hint of pale golden toning. A sharp and attractive ex- 
ample of a key date in the commemorative half dollar series, struck 
to commemorate the overland trek of Spanish explorer Alvar Nunez 
Cabeza de Vaca from Florida to Mexico in 1535-36 {Cabeza dc vaca 
loosely translates from Spanish as “head of a cow”). 

Many of today’s collectors may imagine the Cabeza de Vaca expedition as a 
horde ofbrightly armored Spanish amquistadotvs astride their fiery steeds, busily tra- 
versing the early 16th century wilderness of America’s Gulf Coast while bringing 
God and civilization to the heathens in the New World. The actual expedition was 
far from that idylhc scenario. In actuality, the Cabeza de Vaca expedition was sliip- 
wrecked in northern Florida after a severe hurricane, and the survivors were imme- 
diately taken prisoner by a tribe of Native Americans, at wliich time the horror 
began. Members of the expedition were killed and eaten daily, some of them meet- 
ing their fate in a bizarre game wherein neighboring tribes actually got together and 
kicked prisoners around, to their death, in some garish form of “football.” Prisoners 
were sold and traded to other tribes, sometimes marched for days at a time, each not 
knowing if it would be his turn to be eaten when the sun went down. To make a 
long and gruesome saga short, Cabeza de Vaca and one other Spaniard (his mulatto 
hand-servant) were the only survivors from the original three shiploads ofSpaniards 
who set sail with the expedition. They finally found other Spaniards in Mexico City 
after escaping their eastern captors and spending several years wandering and hiding 
m the southwest in search of other Spanish settlements (in Colorado, they were 
actually taken for gods and treated with the first kindness they had been showm since 
that fateful landfall m north Florida). All in all, the true story of the expedition makes 
for foscinaring — if somewhat graphic — reading! 

Frofti the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


858 



1934 Texas. MS-67 (NGC). Highly lustrous with fiery gold and 
carmine iridescence on the obverse, but just a hint of the same is 
seen on the reverse. Only one example of the date has received a 
finer grade from NGC. 

NGC Census: 23; 1 finer (MS-68). 


Gem 1936 Texas PDS Set 

859 1936-PDS Texas set, all certified by NGC: ☆ 1936 MS-67 ☆ 

1936-D MS-67 1936-S MS-66. All are lustrous and delicately 

toned. A nice group. (Total: 3 pieces) 



860 1925 Fort Vancouver. MS-65 (PCGS). Intense lustre spins 
broadly on fully brilliant surfaces. A lively, lovely gem in all respects. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

861 1927 Vermont. Glorious radiant lustre explodes on the brilliant 
surfaces of this beautiful gem. Struck to commemorate the Battle of 
Bennington, Vermont, on August 16, 1777, one of the first impor- 
tant American victories of the Revolution, at which New 
Hampshire’s own Generaljohn Stark’s (of “Live free or die; death is 
not the greatest evil” fame) militia played an important part. The 
present coin is as beautiful as America's efforts in the battle were 
victorious! 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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COMMEMORATIVE 
GOLD COINS 

Again led by the Luther A, Breck Collection, the following lots 
of coninieinorative gold coins will long be remembered for their con- 
sistent quality. The Breck Collection, the current second finest PCGS 
'"Set Registry" collection of gold commemoratives, includes every 
issue in gem MS-65 grade, including both the round and octagonal 
1915-S Panama-Pacific S50 coins, the largest and most impressive 
gold coins e\XT struck in this country. Add to these coins other nice 
consignments, including a gem Cameo Proof 1903 McKinley gold 
dollar (one of the first 100 struck), and you have the makings of a 
classic offering. 


1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition Gold $1 

Jefferson Portrait 
Superb Gem Uncirculated 
None Graded Finer by PCGS 



(2x photo) 


862 1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition gold dollar. Jefferson por- 

trait. MS-67 (PCGS). A superb gem, fully frosted, sharply struck, 
and richly toned with wasps of pale rose, carmine and sky blue. A 
lovely coin, at once both physically imposing and aesthetically en- 
chanting. While PCGS has certified nearly three score examples of 
the due at the MS-67 grade level, no examples of the issue have been 
certified finer. 

PCGS Population: 58; none finer 

We hear that the Louisiana Purchase will be commemorated once again on 
U S. coins, these of a circulating variety. The nickels wall apparently feature the 
old Reich design of the early Peace medals, first struck under Jefferson. With a 
once-done commemorative featuring a multiply-done design, we imagine it’s only 
a matter of tune until we start commemorating past commemoratives! Will there 
be a 2036 Cincinnati Music Center Half Hollar centennial quarter in our future? 


Superb Gem 1903 Jefferson $1 



(2x photo) 


863 1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition gold dollar. Jefferson 

portrait. MS-65 (PCGS). A superlative and glowing gem, with 
bright even yellow gold, rich lustre, and immaculate surfaces. In an 
old-style PCGS holder, as are most from this impressive consign- 
ment, and almost certainly worthy of a higher grade in today’s grad- 
ing marketplace. The lustre is warm, lightly reflective in areas but 
mostly frosty, and only a hairline beneath the datei awaits discovery 
after long inspection. A truly premium specimen of this popular 
issue. 

From the Luther A, Breck Collectiofi. 


1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition Gold $1 

Choice Mint State, Jefferson Portrait 



(2x photo) 


864 1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition gold dollar. Jefferson 

portrait. MS-64 (PCGS). Intense deep orange iridescence on 
frosty honey gold surfaces. A sharp and attractive coin for the grade. 
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Very Rare Proof 1903 McKinley Dollar 

Proof-66 CAM (PCGS) 

The Creme de la Creme of Gold Commemorative Coinage 



(3x photo) 


865 


1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition gold dollar. McKinley 
portrait. Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Boldly frosted central devices 
exhibit extreme contrast with the smooth and deeply mirrored fields. 
A beautiful jewel, essentially free of post-striking flaws, as struck or 
close to it. Some tiny planchet chips are noted, under the first S of 
STATES, and under R and second A of AMERICA on the ob- 
verse. The reverse is basically flawless, naturally swollen as a by- 
product of several short die cracks from the periphery and at central 
reverse. We count no fewer than 1 1 short peripheral cracks under 
extreme magnified scrutiny, most notably at S in LOUISIANA. An 
intricate series of die cracks at central reverse produced a concave 
die face; three descend from the olive leaf to 9, 0, and 3 of the date. 
A fascinating specimen technically, as it seems illogical that a Proof 
coin from a tiny mintage would be struck from a badly produced die 
that was likely damaged during improper hardening. These cracks 
are so fragile and thin, and the fields are so prone to reflection, that 
they seem to never appear in photographs of these very rare issues 
and are usually not described, though the primary Norweb speci- 
men (yes, amazingly, they owned two) does show traces of at least 
one of the peripheral cracks. It does not seem probable that multiple 
dies were used to produce the Proofs. 


Only 100 specimens were struck in Proof, distributed in large 
presentarion certificates that proclaimed that they w^ere “one of the 
first one hundred impressions from the McKinley dies.” It is surprising 
that a specimen so framed, even though covered by a tliin tissue layer at 
the time of issue, would remain so impeccably preserved. The McKinley 
Proofs appear less frequently than the Jefferson Proofs of the same year; 
the last auction appearance of tliis type in Proof we know of was the 
coin in the Bass collection (1999), though at least two Jefferson Proofs 
have appeared at auction in the last three years. The Bass coin, for the 
record, was not as nice as tins and showed a serious obverse spot. 

The appearance of this piece is an important opportunity for the 
advanced enthusiast of gold commemorative coinage, and many years 
could go by without the chance to buy another, let alone the equal 
of this impressive example. No matter how nice a set of commemo- 
rative gold coins is, this coin will stand out as an obvious highlight. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (Proof-67). This is the only CAM certified in 
any grade by PCGS, so within the designation the population is 1 with none finer. 

Notably, the specimen in the 1977 ANA sale (the 5th piece struck) shows the 
same bowing of the reverse, though the photo is not large enough to ascertain 
whether or not this is the identical specimen. The cameo surfaces lend credence to 
the idea that this is among the very first struck, so this example and that piece may 
in fact be the same coin. 


Lovely 1903 McKinley Gem $1 


(2x photo) 

866 1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition gold dollar. McKinley 

portrait. MS-65 (PCGS). Fully frosty with rich maize yellow gold 
lustre and pale olive highlights. Exceptional eye appeal and surface 
quality, a radiant delight in the round. A tiny toning spot beneath 
RI on the obverse does not detract. A gem worthy of any collection 
of coinincinorativc gold coins. 

Prow the Luther A. Breck Collection, 


Another MS-65 McKinley $1 



(2x photo) 


867 1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition gold dollar. McKinley 

portrait. MS-65 (PCGS). Deep yellow golden centers \neld to 
lightly reflective pale olive peripheries, a very attractive effect. Im- 
pressive sharpness and strike, faint die crack through P in EXPOSI- 
TION not present on preceding lot. Light toning splash at IS of 
LOUIS at base of reverse. Another exquisite specimen of this issue. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition Gold $1 
Gem Mint State 
McKinley Portrait 



(2x photo) 


868 1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition gold dollar. McKinley 

portrait. MS-65 (NGC). Satiny deep honey gold surfaces display 
intense lustre and a whisper of pale rose iridescence. An area of violet 
toning is noted at AT in STATES. An attractive gem in all regards. 


1905 Lewis & Clark Gold $1 
Choice Mint State 



(2x photo) 


871 1905 Lewis and Clark Exposition gold dollar. MS-64 (NGC). 

Bright and satiny honey gold with strong bursts of yellow gold lus- 
tre. A pleasing coin that isjust a well-liidden mark away from a strong 
gem grade. Decidedly choice for the assigned grade, as a slow, ap- 
preciative examination will reveal. 


Amazing Gem 1904 Lewis and Clark $1 



(2.x photo) 


869 1904 Lewis and Clark Exposition gold dollar. MS-65 (PCGS). 

One of the nicest examples of this issue we have seen, with lively 
surfaces exhibiting superb cartwheel lustre and rich reflectivity on 
bright golden yellow surfaces. Sharply struck and free of significant 
flecks, this piece has clearly been well preserved and remains nearly 
immaculate. Suitable for the finest collection, a piece that wdll un- 
doubtedly sell for a premium price in this quality. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Especially Lustrous 1915-S Pan-Pac $1 



(2.x photo) 


872 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition gold dollar. MS-65 (PCGS). 

Superb cartwheel lustre on satiny yellow gold surfaces. A prisrine gem, 
with no marks revealed even under a glass and the eye appeal of a far 
higher grade. Wliile this issue is occasionally seen somewhat dull, this 
piece is bright and beautiful. The mintmark is heavily repunched with 
a ghost impression to the southeast, Breen-7436, called “Very Rare.” 
A lovely example of this impeccably composed design. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Bright Gem 1905 Lewis and Clark $1 Key 


(2x photo) 

870 1905 Lewis and Clark Exposition gold dollar. MS-65 (PCGS). 

A simply dazzling specimen, with deeply reflective surface showing 
rich yellow color and abundant flashy lustre. The dies have been 
finely polished, giving this specimen both traces of frost and bright 
prooflike appeal. Sharply struck and immaculate, one can look at 
this coin and wonder what more a specialist in the gold commemo- 
rative series could ask for in a specimen of this rariw. A superb ex- 
ample, one not to be easily surpassed. 
from the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Gem Uncirculated 1915-S Panama-Pacific $1 


(2x photo) 

873 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition gold dollar. MS-65 

(NGC). Bright and lustrous honey gold with rich rose, and pale sky 
blue iridescence. Sharp and appealing, and definitely a gem in all 
regards. 
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Gem Uncirculated 1916 McKinley Gold $1 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 


(2x photo) 

874 1916 McKinley gold dollar. MS.67 (PCGS). A splendid gem of 

the finest order! Satiny honey gold surfaces are ablaze with frosty 
lustre and traces of pale rose iridescence. Absolutely gem in all re- 
spects, both physically and visually. PCGS has not certified a finer 
example of this date, and a glance at the present coin will serve to 
show why — there is not much room for improvement on the present 
coin! Certain to please, and just as certain to grace an all-star cabinet 
of gem commemorative U.S. gold issues. 

PCGS Population: 42; none finer. 

1916 McKinley Gold $1 

Another Gem Uncirculated Specimen 


(2.x photo) 

875 1916 McKinley gold dollar. MS-66 (NGC). A splendid gem 

for the grade. Satiny honey gold with intense cartwheel lustre and 
p)ale rose highlights. Virtually unimproveable in quality or aesthetic 
appeal. 

Radiant Gem 1916 McKinley $1 


(2.x photo) 

876 1916 McKinley gold dollar. MS-65 (PCGS). Impeccable cart- 

wheel lustre on rich golden yellow surfaces. Beautifully preserved, 
finer than a “typical” gem specimen of this date. Natural struck- 
through above M of McKinley on obverse, tiny cop^per spot at cen- 
tral reverse, superlative eye ap)p)cal. An exceptional specimen for the 
savvy collector. 

Prom the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Frosty 1916 McKinley Gold $1 


(2x photo) 

877 1916 McKinley gold dollar. MS-65 (PCGS). Medium yellow 

gold with pleasing frosty lustre. E.xcellent eye appeal and originality, 
splash of deep gold toning at base of obverse. A most acceptable 
specimen of this issue. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Exceptional 1917 McKinley $1 Rarity 


(2x photo) 

878 1917 McKinley gold dollar. MS-65 (PCGS) . Pale olive and deep 

yellow gold tones blend in a remarkably attractive fashion beneath 
impressive lustrous cartwheel. The visual appeal outweighs the nu- 
merical grade, with hvely surfaces and excellent overall quality. A 
single tick m the left obverse field is noted for accuracy under mag- 
nified scrutiny. Far rarer than the 1916 issue, this dollar will be a 
highlight of a gem quality set of commemorative gold issues. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 

Gem 1917 McKinley Gold $1 


(2x photo) 

879 1917 McKinley gold dollar. MS-65 (PCGS). A high degree of 

lustre brightens the honey gold surfaces of this impressive gem. A 
sheen of pale rose iridescence graces the high points. Always desir- 
able at the gem level for its beauty and rarity. 
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Bold 1922 Grant SI Gem 
No Star 




(2.\ photo) 


880 1922 Grant gold dollar. No Star. MS-65 (PCGS). Deep yellow 

gold with pristine surfaces and iinniaciilate fields. A worthy gem, 
particularly fine compared to other coins of this grade, with abun- 
dant lustre and no flaws noted under scrutiny. A simply glorious 
e.xample of the No Star variety, w'hich despite similar mintages is 
significantly scarcer than the With Star type in high grades. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Another Superb 1922 Grant No Star $1 



(2x photo) 


881 1922 Grant gold dollar. No Star. MS-65 (PCGS). Bright yel- 

low^ gold with light reflectivity and satiny lustre. An iimiiaculate 
and beautiful specimen with remarkably even color and splendid 
visual appeal. A future highlight in a carefully assembled cohection 
of classic commemoratives. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Frosty 1922 Grant With Star $1 Gem 




(2x photo) 


883 1922 Grant gold dollar. With Star. MS-65 (PCGS). Even and 

beautiful pale yellow gold with hints of pale olive, a lovely shade for 
this sometimes dark or mottled issue. Frosty and bright, a single 
copper spot is w^ell hidden at central reverse. A very pretty example. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Lovely 1915-S Pan-Pac $2.50 
MS-66 (PCGS) 



(2x photo) 


884 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition $2.50. MS-66 (PCGS). Deep 

yellow^ gold with rich satiny lustre. The unusual surfaces of this issue, 
with its manifold tiny swirls, sometimes gives even high-grade pieces 
a dull look, but this specimen is lively and pleasing with pristine fields. 
Decades of careful handling have preserved this coin admirably. Only 
14 pieces have been certified finer, all graded MS-67. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Exemplary 1922 Grant With Star $1 


(2x photo) 

882 1922 Grant gold dollar. With Star. MS-65 (PCGS). Impressive 

deep maize yellow' gold with satiny lustre. Excellent surface quality', 
lightly reflec tive at the peripheries, a delightful piece to behold. Two 
tiny specks above ONE are noted under high magnification. An 
especially desirable specimen of this scarce and diminutive coin. 

Frotn the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Worthy Gem Pan-Pac $2.50 


(2x photo) 

885 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition $2.50. MS-65 (PCGS). 

Frosty^ lustre rests comfortably on even light yellow gold surfices. 
Attractive and pleasing in every respect, a gem by any definition. 
From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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Superb 1926 Scsquiccntcnnial $2.50 



(lx photo) 


886 1926 Sesqiiicentennial $2.50. MS-65 (PCGS). Beautiful deep 

butter yellow gold with impeccable satiny lustre on both obverse 
and reverse. A stunning specimen, remarkably bright and attractive 
with a bold central strike. Light splash of toning at base of lowest 
drape on obverse figure. As nice as can be for the assigned grade. 

From the Luther A. Breck Collectioiu 


Another Lovely Gem 1926 Sesqui $2.50 


(2.x photo) 

887 1926 Sesquicentennial $2.50. MS-65 (PCGS). Light yellow gold 

with traces of pale olive and resplendent satiny lustre. An impressive 
quality example, free of spotting or other flaws. A quality conscious 
collector who has carefully chosen other coins in his or her set will 
be very satisfied with this piece. 

Fnvu the Luther A. Breck Collection. 




Gem 191 5-S Panama-Pacific Set from the Breck Collection 


Gem Uncirculated 1915-S Panama-Pacific 500 


888 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition half dollar. MS-65 

(PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous with satiny silver surfaces. A faint 
halo of pale champagne can be seen at the rim on each side. Nicely 
struck for the issue. The only silver commemorative issue made for 
the Exposition, the Panama-Pacific half dollar is also the first com- 
memorative to feature a representation of Liberty (here she appears 
as Columbia), as well as the first to bear the motto IN GOD WE 
TRUST, and the first struck at a U.S. branch mint. Definitely gem 
quality! 

Breen-7432. S mintniark first punched to high in the die, partly effaced, then 
relocated in a lower position. 

Mintage: 60,030 (includes 30 assay coins). During September and October 
1916, 32,896 pieces, including the 30 assay coins, were melted at the mint. 

Net distribution: 27,134. 

Official Sale Price: Sl .OO. 

Designer: Obverse by Charles Barber, reverse by George Morgan, though 
some suspect that Barber may have had a hand in the reverse design as well. 

Each of the lots from 888 through 892 will be sold on a provisional basis. After 
Lot 902 is sold provisionally, the total for lots 888 through 892 will be computed, 
5% will be added to the total, and this will constitute the opening bid for Lot 903. 
If the opening bid is met or exceeded, the provisional awards for lots 898 through 
892 will be canceled. If it is not met or exceeded, then the lots will be sold at the 
provisional award prices. 

Frofu the Luther A. Breck Collectiou. 


Gem Uncirculated 1915-S Panama-Pacific $1 



(2x photo) 

889 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition gold dollar. MS-65 

(PCGS). Intense lustre on rich honey gold surfaces. Splashes of 
pale blue, rose, and deep orange glow brightly in the recessed areas. 
Undeniably gem overall, with physical attributes and aesthetic ap- 
peal that easily measure up to the assigned grade. It has been said by 
many collectors that the Panama Canal worker depicted on the ob- 
verse resembles a baseball player, no doubt in reference to the cap 
the worker wears. The twin dolphins on the reverse represent the 
meeting of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 

Mintage: 25,034 (includes 34 assay coins). On October 30, 1916, 10,034 were 
melted, a figure that includes the 34 assay coins. 

Net Distribution: 15,000. 

Official Sale Price: S2.00 (later, some were sold at $2.50). 

Designer: Charles Keck. 

Each of the lots from 888 through 892 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 888. 

Froul the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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Frosty Gem 1915-S Panama-Pacific $2.50 



(2x photo) 


890 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition $2.50. MS-65 (PCGS). A 

satiny honey gold gem with strong lustre and a nuance of rich or- 
ange toning in the protected areas. A splendid specimen of our 
nation’s second commemorative issue within the denomination (ku- 


dos go to the 1848 CAL quarter eagle as the first ‘^official” U.S. 
connnemorative quarter eagle). Liberty (here as Columbia), side- 
saddle upon a hippocampus and caduceus in hand, represents progress 
exhibited by the Panama Canal. The reverse of this attractive design 
features a “defiant” eagle (earlier in U.S. coinage, a similar eagle 
motif made its appearance on certain pattern issues in the 19th cen- 
tury, and earlier still, the defiant eagle motif appeared on a rare and 
desirable California Small Denomination gold coin). Nicely struck 
and aesthetically appealing by all accounts. 

Mintage: 10,017 (includes 17 assay coins). On October 16, 1916 3,268 ex- 
amples, including the 17 assay coins, were melted at the San Francisco Mint. 

Net Distribution: 6,749. 

Official Sale Price: S4.00. 

Designer: Obverse by Charles Barber, reverse by George Morgan. 

Each of the lots from 888 through 892 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 888. 

Fmn the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Impressively Beautiful 1915-S Panama-Pacific $50 

Round Format 
Gem Mint State 



Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 


(2x photo) 


891 MCMXV-S (1915-S) Panama-Pacific Exposition $50. Round. 
MS- 6 5 (PCGS). Essentially flaw^lcss bright honey gold with in- 
tense lustre and equally strong eye appeal. An extraordinary coin lor 
the grade — this issue is virtually always found wdth some sort ol 
“cabinet friction" on the high points. Not so with the present coin, 
for try as you will, you will not find friction or marks of conse- 
quence for that matter. In short, this coin is superb in all respects! 
Arguably the most beautiful of all U.S. commemorative coinage 
designs; indeed, this writer (FW) would \\)te it the most beautiful 
of all U.S. com designs bar none. Athena (or Minerva), the patron 
goddess and namesake of ancient Athens, appears here in full war 


regalia, bust to left. Her plumed helm is a work of art in itself, wfoile 
her shield bears the date in Roman numerals, MCMXV. UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA and FIFTY DOLLARS appears around 
her portrait, while IN GOD WE TRUST is just abovx' her head. 
On the reverse, Athena’s familiar owi, the ages old symbol tor wis- 
dom forms the central motif, perched upon a branch of Western 
pine and surrounded by pine cones, with E FLURIBUS UNUM 
in the field behind the owl. FANAMA-PAClFiC EXFOSITR^N 
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SAN FllANCISCO encircles the reverse motif. An extraordinary 
gem, a coin that has few peers and none better. 

PCGS Population: 8; none finer. 

Mintage: 1,510 (includes 10 assay coins). On October 30, 1916, 1,027 ex- 
amples of the issue were melted, a figure that includes the 10 assay coins. 

Net Distribution: 483. 


Official Sale Price: $100,00 (which price included one each of the half dollar, 
dollar, and quarter eagle coins as well). 

Designer: Robert I. Aitken. 

Each of the lots from 888 through 892 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 888. 

From the Luther A, Breck Collection. 


Impressive Gem 1915-S Panama-Pacific $50 




(2x photo) 


892 MCMXV-S (1915-S) Panama-Pacific Exposition $50. Oc- 
tagonal. MS-65 (PCGS). Deep yellow gold with some faint or- 
ange highlights and intense cartwheel lustre on both sides. A splen- 
did gem example of the only U.S. coin, commemorative or other- 
wise, struck in an octagonal format. The design of this beautiful 
coin is similar to the round format offered in the preceding lot, al- 
though here the devices are somewhat smaller, reduced in size to 
allow for the insertion of a dolphin at each of the eight angles on 
each side. The dolphins represent freedom of the seas and the ability 
to now pass from the Atlantic to the Pacific without the necessity" of 
traveling either around the tip of South America (a long and tire- 
some journey) or overland across Panama. None graded finer by 
PCGS. Simply superb in all respects. 


PCGS Population: 13; none finer. 

Mintage: 1,509 (includes 9 assay coins). On October 30, 1916, 864 examples 
of the issue were melted, a figure that includes the nine assay coins. 

Net Distribution: 645. 

Official Sale Price: Official Sale Price: $100.00 (which price included one 
each of the half dollar, dollar, and quarter eagle coins as well). 

Designer: Robert 1. Aitken. 

According to the official release information, the obverse depicts “the God- 
dess of Wisdom, Skill, Contemplation, Spinning. Weaving, and Agriculture and 
Horticulture.” Dave Bowers noted in his Eiicydopcdia that Minerva was “obvi- 
ously an all-around, ideal type of mythological person.” 

Each of the lots from 888 through 892 will be sold on a provisional basis, as 
described in Lot 888. 

Frow the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


Octagonal Format 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 


Complete Five-Piece 
Panama-Pacific Commemorative Set 
All Gem Mint State 
Offered as a Single Lot 

893 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition fivc-piccc set. All MS-65 

(PCGS). As individually described in lots 888 through 892 above. 


At this point in the sale, the provisional awards for lots 888 and 892 
will be totaled, 5% will be added, and that will constitute the open- 
ing bid for the current lot, Lot 893. If this bid is met or exceeded, 
the pro\isional awards will be cancelled and the coins will be owmed 
by the successful bidder on the present lot. (Total: 5 pieces) 

Frow the Luther A. Breck Collection. 
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MODERN ISSUES 


894 Date run of American Eagle silver dollars, 1986 to 2001, all 
Proof-.69 DCAiM (PCGS): ☆ 1986-S ☆ 1987-S ☆ 1988-S ☆ 1989- 
S ☆ 1990-S ☆ 199 1-S ☆ 1992-S ☆ 1993-P ☆ 1994-P ☆ 1995-P ☆ 
1996-P ☆ 1997-P ☆ 1998-.P ☆ 1999-P ☆ 2000-P ☆ 2001 -W. A 
splendid group, the early daces gently toned near the rims. An un- 
broken run of this popular series. (Total: 16 pieces) 

From the Luther A. Breck Collectioti. 

895 Date run ofPCGS-cer tified Proof-69 DCAM American Eagle 
silver dollars, 1986 to 2001, plus two Buffalo dollars. Ameri- 
can Eagles: ☆ 1986-S ☆ 1987-S ☆ 1988-S ☆ 1989-S ☆ 1990-S ☆ 
1991-S ☆ 1992-S ☆ 1993-P ☆ 1994-P ☆ 1995-P ☆ 1996-P ☆ 1997- 
P ☆ 1998-P ☆ 1999-P ☆ 2000-P ☆ 2001-W. Buffalo dollars: ☆ 
2001 -P Proof-69 DCAM ☆ 2001 -D MS-69. A desirable group of 
near- flawless gems. (Total: 18 pieces) 

From the Luther A. Breck Collection. 


HAWAIIAN COIN 

The Hawaii series is a small but interesting one, consisting of a cent 
struck in 1847 at a private mint in Massachusetts and four U.S. de- 
nominations (dime, quarter, half, and dollar) struck by the U.S. Mint 
at San Francisco in 1883. The survivorship of these coins is very small, 
and finding top quality representatives of any of the denominations is a 
significant challenge. A number of interesting tokens also circulated in 
the Hawaiian Islands; these are avidly pursued along with the 1847 and 
1883 issues, as are some fantasy/pattern issues. 


Choice Uncirculated 1883 Kingdom Hawaii $1 



896 1883 AKAHI DALA ($1). MS-64 (PCGS). Intense lustre bursts 

forth from beneath an amazing amalgam of rich rose, gold, electric 
blue, and pale violet iridescence. Sharply struck and aesthetically 
appealing, and among the finest examples of this rare issue from the 
days of King Kalakaua. 

PCGS Population: 22; 3 finer (MS-65 finest). 

The 1SS3 coinage for the King of Hawaii was instigated by a friend of King 
Kalakaua, Claus Spreckles, who was born in Lamstedt, Germany in 1828, and 
immigrated to the United States in 1846. The Spreckles fanuly eventually settled 
in San Francisco m 1856. Five years later, in 1863, Spreckles entered the sugar 
refining business, and eventu.illy secured a monopoly on the importation and sale 
of refined sugar to the Pacific Coast of America. He owned large sugar cane plan- 
t.itions in the Hawaiian Islands, and eventually became a close friend and confi- 
dant ot the King. Steamship lines and various other companies also fell under the 
umbrella ol'the Spreckles funily, and a private bank bearing the fimily name in the 
Ha w.m.m Islands issued notes th.it arc extremely rare and highly collectable todiy 


III 1883, dimes, quarters, half dollars, and dollars were struck for general circula- 
tion. The mintage of the dollar denomination was 500,000 pieces, but over the 
years some 453,652 were ofllcially redeemed by banks in Hawaii, that figure 
amounts to nearly 9/96 of the mintage! 


PRIVATE AND 
TEPJCITORIAL ISSUES 

Private and territorial coins have endured a renewed interest in 
recent years, with the recovery of the treasure of the S.S. Cetitml 
Anierica doing much to popularize the study of the Gold Rush and 
the coins that serve in the pioneer days of California. “Territorial” 
gold coins, of course, have their beginnings in the American south, 
where the gold dollar denomination was first developed by the im- 
migrant goldsmith Christoph[er] Bechtler. In California, the pro- 
duction of gold coins by private concerns became a necessity for the 
fast-moving economy of that state to function, until the founding of 
the U.S. Assay Office (and then the San Francisco Mint) brought 
federal control to the emission of gold coins. Our offering of 
territorials includes such rarities as a glorious Mint State Norris, 
Gregg, and Norris $5, and a nicely pedigreed 1855 Wass, Molitor 
SIO from the S.S. Central America, The silver coins from that wreck 
follow, with gold ingots and a superb collection of California Small 
Denomination Gold coins also in the pages to come, make this a 
memorable event for enthusiasts in the field ofWestern numismatic 
Americana. 


Rare and Historic C. Bechtler $5 
“August 1, 1834” 



897 (ca. 1834-1837) C. Bechtler S5. Kagin-19, Rarity-6+. 140 
grains, 20 carats. MS-61 (NGC). Deep yellow gold, a rich tone, 
with lovely ruddy rose toning and protected are.is showing lustn' 
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and rdlcctivity. Scattered tiny contact marks and faint hairlines, some 
areas of very shallow roughness, digs noted for identification over 1 
and under 4 of 1834. Similar in color to most specimens encoun- 
tered, from the Garrett coin to a piece in the March 1882 J.W. Scott 
sale described as “very red gold.” The visual appeal is excellent, sharp 
and natural in appearance. This rare variety, issued for but a brief 
period if its rarity is any indication, makes reference to the Mint Act 
ot 1834 which was passed in June of that year. The original draft of 
that important piece of legislation, which set new values for gold 
coins to prevent their export and eventual melting, included the 
suggestion that “new tenor” gold coins include the phrase “August 
1, 1834” as a part of their designs. While the new gold coins simply 
included the motto E PLURI13US UNUM in the end to make the 
change easily discernible, Bechtler apparently followed the legisla- 
tion closely and included the recommended language in early 1834 
on his readily-accepted gold coinage. An historic and rare issue by 
the pioneer who struck the first gold dollar in America, here pre- 
sented in near unsurpassable quality. 


Lustrous A. Bechtler Gold Dollar 



(2x photo) 


898 Undated (ca. 1842-1850) A. Bechtler $1. Kagin-245 Rarity-3. 
27 grains, 21 carats. MS-61 (NGC). Pale yellow gold with lively 
lustre, especially in protected areas of the design. Surfaces show typi- 
cal myriad tiny contact marks and abrasions, hght wrinkle in planchet 
as often seen on these diminutive issues, no heavy dents or rim prob- 
lems. A delightful specimen of this Southern private gold issue of 
the second generation of the Bechtler family. 


Choice Norris, Gregg, and Norris $5 

Prooflike Mint State 



(2x photo) 


899 1849 Norris, Gregg, and Norris $5. Kagin-2, Rarity-5. Plain 

edge. MS-62 (NGC). Pale yellow gold with bright lustre on re- 
flective fields. Very weU struck for the issue, which is rarely located 
in Mint State in any case, with only tiny scattered marks in the fields 
preventing a higher grade. The obverse is quite free of marks of con- 
sequence. A diagonal nick over KA of FILANCISCO and a cluster 
of tiny digs near the first N of N,G Sc N are noted for future identi- 
fication of this specimen. As Dan Owens noted in his pioneering 
study California Coiners and AssayerSy “The firm of Norris, Gregg, Sc 
Norris is believed to have been the first quantity issuer of gold coins 
in California.” The pieces first received published notice in the San 
Francisco area on May 31, 1849 and soon received wide acceptance. 
For those interested in the history of the Gold Rush, a specimen of 
this issue is a necessary addition to a well-formed cabinet. 

NGC Census: 2; 2 finer (MS-63). 



Attractive 1851 Humbert $50 Slug 

900 1851 Augustus Humbert $50. 887 THOUS, reeded edge. 

Kagin-6, Rarity-4. EF-40, sharpness of AU-50, lightly cleaned. 
Attractive medium yellow gold with blushes of deep rose around 
legends. Excellent eye appeal, the cleaning manifests only as subtle 
hairlines on the obverse which give a slight brightness to the fields 
but otherwise blend in and avoid serious notice. Minor rim bruise 
at the corner near T of HUMBERT and a smaller one at last A of 
CALIFORNIA. Typical light field digs, reverse rims show only 
minor abrasions. A very collectible and attraenve example of this 
most popular Gold Rush issue, the spiritual predecessor of the United 
States Assay Office of Gold issues of 1852 and 1853. Worthy of a 
strong bid in today's market. 
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Very Rare 1855 Wass Molitor $10 
Discovered Aboard the S.S. Central America 



(2x photo) 


901 1855 Wass, Molitor, & Co. $10. Kagin-6, Rarity-7. AU-50 

(NGC) . Even light yellow gold with abundant remaining lustre and 
excellent eye appeal for this crudely struck issue. The surfaces show 
manifold scattered contact marks, some shallow peripheral rough- 
ness, with digs on the lower jaw and neck noted. A very rare issue, 
far more elusive than the $5 and SIO issues of 1852, struck after a 
two-year lull in the minting operations of Wass, Molitor that ended 
by popular demand. In March, 1855, many of the merchants of San 
Francisco grew frustrated at the unsteady supply of gold coins from 
the San Francisco Mint, and Wass, Molitor, &: Co. hastened to re- 
sume production. They added $20 and S50 coins to their repertoire 
in 1855, while continuing the SIO denomination as seen here. Ac- 
cording to the Alta California of May 1, 1855, the $10 pieces were 
the first struck that year “and twenties and fifties followed/’ This 
example has perhaps the most fascinating pedigree of any Wass, 
Molitor coin: the wTeck of the S.S. Central America. It clearly saw 
circulation before boarding that ship but remains lovely even after a 
long period in the depths. Any cabinet of territorial gold coins would 
be enriched with the addition of this classic rarity. 

From Sotheby's sale of '‘Treasures from the S.S. Central America/' 
December 1999, Lot 99. This sale, the first to include pieces from the wreck , 
consisted of the insurer's stake oj the recovered bounty. 


Fascinating Clark, Gruber $20 Pattern 



902 1860 Clark, Gruber & Co. pattern $20. Copper. Kagin-4A, 

Rarity-5. AU Details, corroded (NCS). Medium brown with 
finely granular obverse fields and shallow periphery roughness on 
the obverse, more moderate even granularity on the reverse. An 
attractive specimen despite the imperfect surfaces, very sharp with 
bold detail and no major flaws. A rare and interesting issue, show- 
ing a textured equilateral triangle as a sudized Pikes Peak, an even 
less accurate form than the manure pile representation that was ac- 
tually used on the gold S20 and SIO issues. This example would 
make an excellent addition to a cabinet that included a specimen of 
the very popular issues of the Denver private mint. 


SILVER COINS FROM THE 
S.S. CENTRAL AMERICA 

Shipwrecks have long captivated the imaginations of people ev- 
erywhere, perhaps because of the heady contrast between the tur- 
moil inherent in a violent storm and the treasure that awaits discov- 
ery under calm seas. Numismatists, whose appreciation of history 
and treasure is beyond that of the general public, have a special at- 
traction to those coins that come from famous wrecks - particularly 
the coins that glitter instantly upon their reintroduction to the sur- 
face after years in the depths. 

The 21 coins that follow from the famous wreck of the S.S. 
Ccjitral America, the “Ship of Gold,” do not glitter. But, as a further 
study in contrast, this is part of their attraction. Thousands of bright 
gold coins, mostly brand new and looking much like the day they 
went aboard the S.S. Sonora in San Francisco on August 20, 1857, 
were recovered from the wreckage of the Central America, along with 
hundreds of gold ingots that were equally precious and beautiflil. But 
only the small number of U.S. silver coins that follow were among 
that golden treasure, recently discovered among uncleaned artifacts, 
carefully curated to remove encrustation, and encapsulated by PCGS 
with the distinctive gold label noting them as treasure from the S.S. 
Central America. These pieces were not antiseptic cargo consigned by 
a company, instead, these low value and mostly circulated pieces were 
pocket change, coins that went onto the ship in pockets and satchels 
rather than strongboxes, A small number of (mostly uncleaned) sil- 
ver coins were among pieces sold by Christie's in December 2000 
(and catalogued by members of our staff), but no others have been 
distributed through public or private channels and no more arc ex- 
pected to be uncovered. 
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The silver pieces all show varying signs of saltwater corro- 
sion, a fict of life that collectors of shipwreck coins have learned to 
accept. All the pieces have been lightly cleaned to remove encrusta- 
tion, but not brightly buffed to a shine like many of the Florida ship- 
wreck coins on the market generally. We have endeavored to care- 
fully describe their state of preservation for potential bidders, but all 
are of above average eye appeal for recovered silver pieces and show 
plentiful detail. 

We are pleased to have been selected by the California Gold 
Marketing Group to offer this group of American silver coins from 
the richest shipwreck in history. 



903 1842 dime from the wreck of the S.S. Central Aiuenca. Light 

silver gray with fairly even corrosion, moderate to heavy, but light 
enough that all salient details including a bold dace remain. Fairly 
sharp, some raised scale at reverse periphery. One of only two dimes 
recovered, a coin that no doubt had an excitingjourney from Phila- 
delphia to California to the murky depths off the Carolinas. 


Very Sharp 1853 Dime 

From the Central America 



904 1853 With Arrows dime from the wreck of the 5.5. Central 

America. Light silver gray with extremely bold detail, probably AU 
or finer when lost. The corrosion is very fine, allowing for clear 
devices and legends, some dark splashes across reverse, patches of 
scale at stars 1-2 and star 8. Dimes and other smaU change were very 
scarce in Gold Rush-era California, a fact to which the tiny propor- 
tion of the S.S. Central America treasure that was composed of such 
pieces further attests. The sharper of the two dimes recovered and a 
splendid association piece that deserves strong bidding action. 



905 184- quarter from the wreck of the 5. 5. Central America. Phila- 

delphia Mint, full date not discernible. Mottled silver gray with dark 
peripheries and significant raised scale. The reverse is still bold, es- 
pecially at center, obverse more corroded though the seated figure 
and 184 of the date is plain. Not a beautiful coin, but perhaps no 
more historic item is available anywhere in numismatics. 



906 1847 quarter from the wreck of the 5.5. Central America. Pale 

silver gray with some dark toning at base of reverse. Wliile clearly 
circulated, this piece has survived salt water corrosion remarkably 
well with all designs but the head of the eagle present and bold. 
Perhaps VF or so in terms of w^ear, happily far more eye appealing 
than most shipwreck coins in general and S.S. Central America silver 
pieces specifically. A future collection highlight. 



907 185- quarter from the wreck of the 5.5. Central America. Mint 

and full date not discernible. Pale silver gray with some darker areas. 
Fairly heavily corroded, reverse sharper than obverse, crescent out- 
line of coin on obverse where two pieces lay in contact on the ocean 
floor, 185 of date visible but rough, mintmark area corroded aw^ay, 
most reverse legends plain. A vital artifact from the most famous 
American wreck of all time that should be affordable for most col- 
lectors. 


Superbly Preserved 1853 250 



908 1853 Arrows and Rays quarter from the wreck of the 5.5. 

Central America. A bold and w^ell-preserved specimen with some 
remaining lustre on the reverse! Light silver gray with shaUow patches 
of roughness on the obverse, the reverse shows only peripheral evi- 
dence of saltwater corrosion while the centers show tan and black 
toning and traces of natural lustre in the recesses. AU or so in 
terms of sharpness, one of the most attractive of the recovered silver 
coins. A real prize. 



909 1854 Arrows quarter from the wreck of the 5.5. Central 

America. Even silver gray with some tan toning on the high points. 
A WTll-protected specimen that show's nearly no evidence of corro- 
sion, save for a crescent at the left reverse periphery that reveaK that 


I 
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this coin was largely protected by another abutting com of the same 
or similar size. About Fine m terms of wear, but fully eye appealing 
for those who find the saltwater surfaces of most silver coins objec- 
tionable. Another attractive treasure coin that deserves strong sup- 
port. 

1856-S Quarter from the Central America 


910 1856-S quarter from the wreck of the S.S. Central Attierica. 

Mottled light silver gray with some tan highlights. Raised silver oxide 
corrosion at top of reverse and eagle’s shoulder, raised corrosion 
above Liberty’s head, otherwise lightly rough but well-detailed. A 
coin that left San Francisco for the first time within a year of its 
manufacture, never to return. The date and large S mintmark are 
both very bold, central reverse very sharp and clearly protected by 
another com with a broad crescent outline noted in left reverse leg- 
end. From the position and shape of the mintmark, this appears to 
be the scarce overmintmark variety, though the uiidermintmark is 
not plain. One of only two San Francisco Mint quarters recovered, 
both from the fairly substantial issue of 1856, the last of ov^r a quar- 
ter miUioii pieces for nearly 20 years thereafter. As a San Francisco 
issue, this piece is a special association piece for collectors of West- 
ern Americana. 


The Other S-Mint 250 

From the Central America 



911 1856-S quarter from the wreck of the S.S. Central America. 

Even light silver gray with excellent detail and sharpness, lightly af- 
fected by corrosion except for raised dark scale noted atop the re- 
verse and a more significant patch of encrustation at the base of the 
rev'erse, neither ofw^hich interrupt detail. The variety appears to be 
the same as the other 1856-S quarter recovered, the mintmark es- 
pecially bold and showing the position and weak low^er curve dis- 
tinctive of the Large S over Small S variety. San Francisco silver pieces 
from the Central America are a special and rare breed - only five were 
recovered, two of them quarters. Such a distinction will not be lost 
on the successful bidder on this lot. 



912 1842 half dollar from the wreck of the S.S. Central America. 

Medium date. Obverse light silver gray with some dark toning at 
the periphery, reverse more mottled with raised silver oxide corro- 
sion in a neat quarter-moon around the crescent impression of a 
once-abutting quarter dollar. The obverse w^as w’ell-protected at the 
bottom of the Atlantic with VG or better detail and a bare mini- 
mum of corrosion, the reverse was exposed w’here it was not par- 
tially protected by another com and heavily corroded at left side, the 
large right portion of the reverse not substantially affected. The mint- 
mark area w^as not exposed and lacks a mark. The oldest silver coin 
from the wreck (along with the 1842 dime, above) and a w^ll-pre- 
served one at that. 


913 1843 half dollar from the wreck of the S.S. Central America. 

Light silver gray with mottled splashes of dark toning on moder- 
ately to heavily corroded surfaces. The date is clear, the mintmark 
area is uncorroded but empty. Raised silver oxide is present over 
much ofboth sides, leaving a coin that is more interesting than pretty. 
A most desirable artifact, still, and less expensive than the ingots 
which in real terms are dozens of times more common with this 
unique provenance. 

Nice 1847-0 500 from the Central America 


914 1847-0 half dollar from the wreck of the 5.5. Central America. 

Even pale silver gray with some golden gray silver oxide corrosion 
at the very top and bottom edge of the obverse. The obverse is finely 
corroded so as to leave behind superb sharp detail, including full 
LIBERTY and date, w’hile the reverse w^as clearly protected from 
saltwater and show^s nearly no evidence of corrosion but for a tew 
splashes of golden color. A lovely coin that endured an interesting 
overland (or, more probably, oversea) trip from Gull port to the Bay. 
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915 1848 half dollar from the wreck of the S.S. Central America, 

Light silver gray with excellent eye appeal. Finely granular but not 
heavily corroded, a thin ring of silver oxide corrosion at extreme 
periphery. About VG in terms of wear, a coin that more than did its 
time in the halls of commerce, struck the year that “Eureka!” was 
first cried at Sutter’s Mill . In only nine years the piece became worn, 
perhaps in the coin-poor economy of Gold Rush-era California, 
before disappearing into the time capsule that was the S.S, Central 
America, A conversation starter and a highlight in its next cabinet. 


919 1857-S half dollar from the wreck of the S.S. Central America, 

Even medium gray with splashes of darker toning on the obverse, 
pale gray with areas of dark tan on the reverse. Clearly Mint State at 
the time it left San Francisco, with some apparent obverse frost, 
though some raised corrosion is noted on both sides, especially the 
reverse. The mintmark area is beneath the silver oxide corrosion 
but the mark remains discernible - the mintmark was missed at the 
time of encapsulation, as the label reads simply “1857.” Ofcourse, it 
would have been nearly impossible for a Philadelphia product to 
reach San Francisco by the time the Sonora left on August 20 of that 
year. Among silver coins, only half dollars were recovered with the 
magic 1857-S date - and those four pieces are among the most de- 
sirable pieces in this offering. 

Another 1857-S 500 


917 1853 Arrows and Rays half dollar from the wreck of the S.S, 

Central America, Even pale silver gray with extremely bold detail 
and barely any evidence of corrosion aside from microscopically 
granular surfices on both sides. A small patch of raised corrosion 
affects nothing at the top of the obverse. Perhaps EF in terms of 
wear, but one of the more attractive silver pieces from the wreck. A 
dedicated bidder could form a set of 1853 Arrows coins from the 
Central Atnerica, all of which for some reason were well-protected 
from the rigors of saltwater corrosion. 


920 1857-S half dollar from the wreck of the S.S. Central America, 

Dark gray and tan and some darker splashes on the reverse. The 
obverse is quite heavily corroded, with a touch of black scale left ot 
12:00, though the date is unmistakable. The reverse shows some 
raised corrosion at center but other areas show apparent lustre on 
well-protected and nicely detailed surfaces. The special nature of 
this date does not need to be rehashed, but bidders should be pre- 
pared to assert their strong desire for ownership. 


918 1854 Arrows half dollar from the wreck of the 5.5. Central 

America, Nice silver gray with some splashes of darker tomng on the 
obverse, the reverse a mottled mix of gray and tan. The obverse was 
protected from corrosion and remains sharp and attractive. Fine or bet- 
ter in terms of wear, the reverse was heavily affected by saltwater corro- 
sion and shows significant raised silver oxide that obscures all but ex- 
treme central details, where the shield is nice and sharp. A prime op- 
portunity to purchase a silver piece with an unbeatable pedigree. 


Extremely Sharp 1857-S 500 


916 1849-0 half dollar from the wreck of the 5.5. Central America, 

Splashes of tan and brown toning over light gray surfaces on the 
obverse, reverse shows light tan speckling. Moderately but finely 
corroded, most detail preserved and plain, clear date and mintmark. 
Another coin introduced into a Caribbean and southern economy 
only to end up m the new western marketplace that was only a 
twinkle at its time of mintage. 


Very Sharp 1853 Half from the Central America 


Important 1848 Half Dollar 

Gold Rush Date, Central America Pedigree 
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Third 1857-S 50^ A Final 1857-S 50^ 



921 1857-S half dollar from the wreck of the S.S. Central America. 

Pale silver gray wnth an area of deeper slate gray on the reverse. The 
reverse was nicely preserved and mostly shows fine granularity but 
good sharp details. The obverse is slightly more affected but the 
date and design remain plain. Another coin with the “magic date” 
that despite its relative rarity will likely realize far less than any of the 
thousands of 1857-S double eagles recovered. 


922 1857-S half dollar from the wreck of the S.S. Central America. 

Deep gray with a large area of black toning at central obverse and 
some dark toning in areas of the reverse. The reverse is again the 
sharper side, with light even corrosion and only small areas of raised 
silver oxide. The obverse is fairly well preserved with most details 
present, particularly so at center. A final chance to purchase a silver 
coin with the historic 1857-S date, an important opportunity' since 
we do not expect that these pieces, once purchased by collectors, 
will be offered publicly for many years, if ever. 



acter of the famous and important Polhemus countermark remains 
bold. The countermark is present on the obverse with an alignment 
directly opposite that of the coin - in other w'ords, it’s upside down. 
No raised corrosion is present, and both sides are better preserved 
than many of the coins in this unique offering. 

Counterstamped half dollars bearing theJ.L. Polhemus mark, in 
real terms, are not terribly scarce - they actually seem to be the me- 
dium of choice for his coin-based advertis- 
ing. Of course, Polhemus countermarked 
whatever came through his till, from dimes 
and quarters to a 1776 Mexican 1 real com 
and a thaler from Saxony. The most famous 
pieces bearing his mark are two double eagles 
- both San Francisco Mint products. An 
1857-S $20 was brought to market over a de- 
cade ago, and for many years held the record 
for a counterstamped coin sold at auction (un- 
less one counts the Dexter 1804 dollar, which 
bore a tiny D mark in a cloud, probably placed 
by a later owner named Dunham). The other 
J.L. Polhemus mark on a $20 w'as found 
aboard the S.S. Central America, an 1855-S 
coin included in the I^ecember 2000 Christie’s sale that the present 
cataloguer (JK) had the privilege to describe for that auction. This 
half dollar is the only other Polhemus countermark found aboard 
the Ship of Gold. 

Polhemus advertised his place ofbusincss, a drugstore, with a large mortar and 
pestle posted out front which vv^as identical to the one seen on the second line of 
his five-line prepared stamp. He arrived in Sacramento in 1849 and opened his 
pharmacy in 1850, bringing in customers with traditional and nontraditional ad- 
vertising methods, m addition to promotions like all-mght shopping Only one 
other countermark appeared among the S.S. Central America treasure, a gold piece 
marked by dentist and assaycr W. W. Light which was also sold in the 2000 Christie's 
sale. We do not expect any others to appear on the market in the future. 

For those interested in pieces from Gold Ikush-era California, and the mer- 
chant personalities of that period, the appeal of this coin is clear. Most collectors ot 
countermarks revel in the fact that a counterstamped coin can be placed in a pven 
location in a given period, but this piece can not only be placed in Sacramento 
between 1850 and 1857 but its whereabouts from then forward are also known. 
The sale of this coin at public auction is a mere punctuation mark in its unbroken 
history', a story which opens a new chapter once it finds a place m its tirst-ever 
numismatic cabinet. 


Important J.L. Polhemus Counterstamp 500 

1847-0 

From the S.S. Central America 


(2x photo) 

923 1847-0 half dollar from the wreck of the S.S. Central America. 

J. L. Folhemus countermark. Pale silver gray with even, moderate 
corrosion that allows most of the details to remain bold. Some mi- 
iK'ir dark deposits on the reverse, good eye appeal, every single char- 
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INGOTS 

Ingots are like a bag of coins in concentrate: a dense measure of 
value produced to transport precious metal m an easy and readily 
identifiable way. They are an inherently temporary form, unless meant 
for presentation, as typical ingots were merely produced to move an 
assayed quantity of precious metal from one place to another - then 
be turned into another form, be it coins or wrought products or what- 
have-you. Ingots, especially in the West, served a currency function. 


and could pass hand to hand several times at a certain value. The 
wreck of the S.S. Central America revolutionized our understanding 
of the importance of gold ingots in the West in the years following 
the Gold Rush, and other ingots, such as the rare ingots made by 
Felix Grundy Hoard and the Star Mining Company, have become 
more interesting as a result. In modern times, the ingots made by the 
U.S. Assay Office of New York were once all but unknown, but are 
now collectible to a new kind of collectors: those specializing in gold 
ingots. 


924 


Kellogg and Humbert Gold Ingot 

From the S.S. Central America 
39.74 Ounces, .887 Fine 


(ca. 1857) Kellogg and Humbert ingot from 
the S.S. Central America. San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. 39.74 ounces, serial number 803. Choice 
AU. .887 fine gold. 98.9 mm x 44.5 mm x 16.9 
mm. $728.66 value. Oriented vertically, first line: 
No. in prepared punch, 803 in individual number 
punches. Second line: Prepared 4 line framed punch 
reading KELLOGG / & / HUMBERT / 
ASSAYERS. Third line: 39.74 in individual 
punches, Oz. in prepared punch. Fourth line: 887 
in individual punches, FINE in prepared punch. 
Fifth hne: $728.66 in individual punches. Bottom 
(back) face: 803 in individual punches near top. Deep 
cooling depression on bottom (back) face, which 
faced up at the time of hardening. Two truncated 
corners, cut for assaying, at lower right of the front 
face and top right of the back face. Bright lustrous 
yellow gold with some rust-orange patches of ton- 
ing, very attractive and without serious marks, some 
light pits left from bubbles releasing gas during cool- 
ing process. Kellogg and Humbert stamp bold and 
well impressed, corner of weakly impressed first 
strike at K of KELLOGG. A hefty and very desir- 
able ingot from this well known assaying team, 
whose assayed fineness is identical to that of $50 
coins produced by Humbert alone and by Humbert 
and Kellogg together as employees of the United 
States Assay Office of Gold after 1852. Tliis example 
will be a prized conversation piece for its next owner, 
an historic artifact of the Gold Rush and the richest 
shipwreck in American history. 
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Pedigreed Felix G. Hoard Ingot 


925 (ca. 1867) Felix Grundy Hoard ingot. Fiddletown (i.e. Oleta), 
California. 9.43 ounces, serial number 2179. EF. .999 fine 
gold. 51.7 mm X 32.9 mm x 9.8 mm. Oriented vertically, 23.8 mm 
diameter circular prepared punch at top reading F. G. HOAR19 
ASSAYER in outer ring, AMADOR CO. CAL. in center. Below, 
first line: No. in prepared punch, 2179 in individual punches. Sec- 
ond line: 9.43 in larger individual punches, OZS. in prepared punch. 
Third line: 999 in individual punches, THOUS. FINE in two-line 
prepared punch. USM from single punch on bottom (back) face, 
slightly doubled punch. This abbreviation, in the past, has been said 
to stand for United States Mint “to indicate that the F.G. Hoard bar 
was accepted there” according to Dave Bowqts American Coin Trea- 
sures afid Hoards. Medium yellow gold, good lustre within recessed 
circular HOARD ASSAYER punch and other prepared punches, 
area of roughness below^ circular punch, even texture of tiny digs 
and marks. Low^r right corner on bottom (back) face truncated as if 
for assay, striated texture on that truncated corner consistent with a 
cut after pour instead of a dent and closely resembles those found on 
Cetitral America ingots. One of only 26 recorded ingots from this 
Amador County assayer, a valuable and well-pedigreed artifact from 
California a decade and a half after the height of the Gold Rush. 

Felix Grundy Hoard is known primarily by a small group of gold ingots - all 
more or less this size and fineness— first discovered in the late 1960s. As noted in 
Dave Bowers’ Atucriaiu Coin Treosurcs and Hoards, Hoard (that was his last name) 
was listed as an assayer in 1867 in the Pacific Cotist Business Directory and in a later 
edition as a stock and money broker, an occupation that involved buying and sell- 
ing paper money and securities and perhaps involved trading foreign coins and 
bullion. 

First offered in Glendininci’s sale of None f fiber 1969, Lot 599. Pur- 
chased by Superior Galleries, who obtained the import license for this bar. 
i\ext offered in Bowers and Ruddy’s sale of the Henry Clifford Collection, 
.March 1982, Lot 24. Most recetitly offered in Stack’s Americana sale of 
January 2000, Lot 779. Illustrated in the February 1970 issue of Nninis- 
matic Scrapbook Magazine, pa^^e 165. 


Rare 1880 Star Mining Company Ingot 



926 1880 Star Mining Company ingot. Rose Creek, Sonora, 

California. 7.27 ounces, serial number 042. EF. .678 fine gold, 
.288 fine silver. 51.3 mm x 27.5 mm x 12.4 mm. First line: 7.27 in 
individual punches, OZ and NO in prepared punches, 042 in indi- 
vidual punches. Second line: CAL in prepared punch, [large 5 pointed 
star punch] with MINING / CO in single prepared punch below, 1880 
in individual punches. Third line: G 678 in individual punches, FINE 
in prepared punch, S 288 in individual punches, partiaf HNE punch 
again showing only FI. Pale yellow gold, commensurate with the fine- 
ness, corners show Ught wear, riny digs give a uniform pebbly texture to 
all faces. A 3 mm hole has been neatly drilled in modern times near the 
left end of the bottom face, seemingly to determine whether or not this 
piece was solid gold. The punches are evenly and boldly impressed for 
the most part, CAL a trifle weak at L, E of FINE interrupted by S 
punch. An attractive and very desirable ingot, one of 28 recorded speci- 
mens from this Tuolumne County mining operation. 

Dave Bowers* American Coin Treasinvs and Hoards gives the most detailed infor- 
mation on the Star Mining Company and the discovery of the ingots made by tliis 
firm. According to that text, ‘johnj. Ford, Jr. recalled that 52 or more ingots relat- 
ing to the Star Mining Company were found with the aid of a metal detector” circa 
1968. Some w^ere offered in a 1969 Glendining’s sale (which also included the Felix 
Grundy Hoard ingot offered previously); this piece and five like it, including one 
later offered in the Clifford Collection sale, entered the marketplace in the April 
1980 NASCA sale. The Star Mining Company w^as in business from the 1870s until 
1895, and their ingots are known to bear 1877 and 1880 dates. Most known pieces 
are of similar size to this one. Incidentally, the number 043 bar is also known and 
apparently came from the same assay -it too is of .678 gold and .288 silver tmeness. 
This bar is the lowest numbered Star Mining Company ingot known. 

From NASCA ’s sale of April 1980, Lot 2434. 





927 (ca. 1950s) Nevada Silver Company ingot. Tonopah, Nevada. 
5.11 ounces, S6.59 value. Choice AU. .999 fine silver. 53.8 mm 
x 35.1 min x 9.5 iiim. Top (front) ficc shows dio-suiik seal ot the 
Nevada Silver Company with defiant eagle at center, first line be- 
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low reads 999 in individual punches and FINE in prepared punch, 
second line reads 5.11 in individual punches and OZS. in prepared 
punch, third line reads VAL, in prepared punch and $6.59 in indi- 
vidual punches. Bottom (back) face reads 999 FINE / SILVER near 
center with numbers in individual punches and words in prepared 
punches. A nifty little silver ingot, scarce and collectible, an artifact 
of the dying 20th century silver industry in central Nevada that was 
based in the town of Tonopah. 


1968 New York Assay Office Ingot 

Very Rare 



928 1968 U.S. Assay Office, New York ingot. New York City. 

25.04 ounces, serial number 48424. Choice AU. .9997 fine 
gold. 56.9 mm x 38.0 mm x 20.2 mm. Top (front) face shows die- 
sunk seal of the U.S. Assay Office at New York with internal 1968 
date with FINE / 999.7 from two prepared punches below. Re- 
ceipt number 48424 in individual punches on top side face de- 
notes the precise assay of the gold that created this ingot, lot num- 
ber R191 in individual punches on bottom side face denotes the 
source of the deposit, OZS in small prepared punch and 25.04 in 
individual punches on right side face gives the weight. A very rare 
ingot, one of only three 1968 USAONY ingots known to us and 
one of less than two dozen total USAONY ingots recorded. Pro- 
duced from industrial and government deposits during the era 
when private gold ownership was prohibited, these ingots bore 
the same official government sanction as coins but were created 
for circulation only among banks, government agencies, foreign 
governments, and approved commercial entities. This piece is far 
larger than most known USAONY ingots; only two 28.7 ounce 
ingots from 1951 outweigh it. A substantial and precious numis- 
matic item from an era in our history when gold was a commodity 
that required approval to own or transfer. 

Notably, this ii{{iot is not from the large July 2002 offering of USAONY 
ingots, nor is one of the indiindtial ingots anctioiied by Stack's in the last few 
years. 


CALIFORNIA SMALL 
DENOMINATION GOLD 

In sharp contrast to the large values represented by gold ingots in 
the West, the need for small change was treated in a different manner 
by goldsmiths and jewelers in 19th century California. The creation 
of small gold coins, struck in denomination of quarter dollar, half 
dollar, and dollar, was a unique innovation in this economy that re- 
volved around gold (and little else) as currency. The following lots 
represent some of the finest California Small Denomination Gold 
on the market today - many are among the finest known of their 
variety or type, and many popular types such as the “Peacock” re- 
verse and Washington Head are included. Catalogued by Frank Van 
Valen, our resident expert, with the most up-to-date research from 
the second edition of Walter Breen and Ron Gillio’s California Pio- 
neer Fractional Gold, the following pages will be a welcome chance for 
specialists to improve upon their holdings, or a fine opportunity for 
newcomers to “get their feet wet” with excellent quality examples. 
Many historic Period One types are offered in exceptional quality, 
and many rare varieties of the Period Two jeweler’s issues are like- 
wise in superlative grade. A mail-bid only section is present at the 
end of the catalogue and will further interest those fascinated by these 
tiny and desirable artifacts from California’s growth period of the 
mid to late 19th century. (All California Small Denomination Gold 
photos are 2x) 



929 1853 Octagonal 250. Breen Gillio-102. Liberty Head. Rarity- 

4-. MS-64 (PCGS). A high degree of lustre on deep honey gold 
surfaces. Rich violet iridescence makes it presence knowm on both 
sides. A pleasing example of one of the earhest of the California 
Small Denomination gold issues. In the second edition of California 
Pioneer Fractional Gold by Walter Breen and Ronald J. Gillio (2003), 
lead author Robert D. Leonardjr. noted that Lot 23 of the M. Tho- 
mas &c Sons auction sale of thej. W. Kline Collection, sold June 12. 
1855, contained four examples of this variety. This information 
shows that not only were these coins in contemporary circulation, 
but were also avidly collected by those few collectors on the scene 
111 the mid- 1800s. 

PCGS Population: 14; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Maker: Frontier, De\ierc\' A: Co., 1853-64, successors to Joseph Bros, (tor 
minting business only). 

Obverse; Large, crude head of Liberty to left, four six-pointed stars around, 
first star close in under Liberty’s jaw line. 

Reverse: Beaded circle motif with fraction, denomination, and date within. 
Fraction at top, horizontal bar 1 at left end of b«ir, 4 more centered. DOLLAR in 
semicircle beneath denomination, D without serifs, first L faint, A filled, R dis- 
tant. Date numerals successively lower from left to right, 1 8 5 nicely spaced. 3 
distant, 8 faint, 5 tilted left, 3 tilted right. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 

Die State III: Struck from rusted dies. A “mouse*' patch of rust at top of 
Liberty^'s portrait, another patch of rust at junction of her chin and nock. 
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Choice Mint State BG-204 

Octagonal Quarter, Rarity-5 



930 Undated (1853) Octagonal 25^. BG-204. Liberty Head. Rar- 
ity-5. MS-63 (PCGS) Highly lustrous deep honey gold with vi- 
brant orange highlights. A satiny specimen, one that is decidedly 
choice for the assigned grade. One example of this variety was re- 
trieved from the S.S. IVinficld Scott, which sank offthe coast of Cali- 
fornia on December 1, 1853. 

PCGS Population: 7; 1 finer (MS-64). 

Maker: Joseph Bros. 1852-53. 

Obverse: Small federal style head of Liberty to left, 12 six-pointed stars around. 
The star punch had a broken point, as illustrated on this v'ariety; some of the stars 
appear to have just four points. First star attached to point of Liberty’s bust, die 
crack from rim to seventh star to top of Liberty’s head (this obverse die a later state 
ofBG-203). 

Reverse: Open-topped WTeath, sLx triple leaves to left, six to right, six-pointed 
star at top of wreath, bow at bottom, a solitary berry to left and again to right of 
bow. Fraction and denomination within wreath, diagonal fraction bar, 1 in frac- 
tion directly below star, and apparendy from an I punch, 4 in fraction with high 
top and no serif Denomination has DOLL., the only Period 1 issue with this spell- 
ing. D O L widely spaced, O broadly repunched, L L close, second L considerably 
lower. 



932 1856 Round 25fi. BG-230. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS-64 

(PCGS) A bright and lustrous honey gold proofhke specimen, with 
frosty motifs and mirrored fields. Splashes of attractive rose irides- 
cence enhance the overall appeal of this lovely coin. 

PCGS Population: 14; 3 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Maker: Antoine Louis Nouizillet, 1852-58. 

Obverse: Federal style head of Liberty to left, 12 six-pointed stars around. 
Point of bust points to extreme right side of first star, star eight opposite upper hair 
bun, Liberty’s tresses end in three distinct points. 

Reverse: Open topped wreath, five triple leaves to left, six triple leaves to 
right. Five pairs of berries per stem, though some of these later fade in various die 
states. Fraction, denomination, and date within WTeath. Fraction high, fraction 
bar thin and short, upper serif of 1 long, plain crossbar on 4. DOLLAR nicely 
spaced, D O L slightly but progressively higher from left to right, L A R even at 
their bases. Date centered above crude, angular bow, all numerals nicely spaced, 1 
from the same punch as used in the fraction, 8 faint, 5 bold and slightly low, 6 thin 
and slightly high. 

Edge: Plain. 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 


Famous 1853-FD, Octagonal 

Peacock Reverse 


Gem Uncirculated (1853) Quarter Dollar 

BG-222, Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 


931 Undated (1853) Round 25^. BG-222. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
2. MS-65 (PCGS) Deep yellow gold with distinctive olive high- 
lights. Somewhat prooflike. An attractive com, one that is wwthy 
of the assigned grade. A readily available variety that is often se- 
lected for inclusion in California Small Denomination gold coin 
type sets. Two examples of this variety were recovered from the 
1853 wreck of the S.S. I Vinfield Scott. 

PCGS Population: II; none finer. 

Maker: Antonie Louis Nouizillet, 1852-58. 

Obverse: Federal stymie head of Liberty to left, 12 si.x-pomted stars around, 
first star opposite tip of Liberty’s bust, star eight opposite upper curl in Liberty’s 
hair bun. 

Reverse: Open topped wreath, six pairs of triple leaves to left, six pairs to 
right, five pairs of berries to left, five pairs to right. Fraction, denomination, and 
six-pointed star within wreath. Horizontal fraction bar tapered at left end, 1 in 
fraction appears as I, 4 in fraction with large left foot, no right foot. DOLLAR 
closely spaced. O slightly high, first L slighdy higher than second L, L L A joined 
at base, right foot of A niissing, pointed right toot to R. SLx-pomted star between 
denomination and angular bow. 

Edge: Reeded. 

Early Die State II: Faint crack now appears from wreath tip to wreath tip, 
crossing the I in the fraction. 



933 1853-FD Octagonal 50^. BG-302. Liberty Head. Peacock 

Reverse. Rarity-4-. MS-64 (PCGS). Deep prooflike yellow gold 
with splashes of bright sky blue iridescence on the devices and leg- 
ends. The famous “Peacock’’ reverse, a name given long ago by Art 
Kagin. The rays behind the eagle are no doubt an effort to imitate 
federal quarters and half doUars with arrows at date and rays on the 
reverse, a few of which made it to San Francisco by late 1853, with 
the rays feature then becoming part of the design of this issue. Defi- 
nitely one of the “Peacock” varieties; of late, PCGS has a penchant 
for caUing any California Small Denomination gold piece with an 
eagle reverse a “Peacock.” Somew^hat prooflike and extremely at- 
tractive for the grade. 

PCGS Population: 11; 2 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Maker: Frontier, Deviercy &: Co., 1853-64. 

Obverse: Broad head of Liberty to left, 13 six-pointed stars around, date be- 
low bust, F. D. behind bust in field. Point of Liberty’s bust points to first star, tip of 
coronet points to star seven. 1 in date heavy and thick, 8 5 close and smaller than 
the 1 and 3, the 3 broadly Repunched, resembling an 8. 

Reverse: CALIFORNIA GOLD, arches above the central eagle motif, with 
50. CENTS, curving below. Central eagle perched on a single arrow, its head 
turned left and wings spread. A radiant spray appears behind the eagle’s head and 
shoulders, resembling a Peacock’s tail, hence the colorful nickname of this popu- 
lar variety. 

Edge : Reeded. 

Die State I: Perfect dies. Clear repuiiching on 50 T in denomination, which 
gradually fides from die use; here the repunching is faintly noticeable. 
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A Second 1853-FD Peacock Reverse SOfzi 



934 1853-FD Octagonal 50f^. BG-302. Liberty Head. Peacock 

Reverse. Rarity-4-. MS-63 (PCGS). Deep rich honey gold with 
splashes of lively orange toning. Somewhat prooflike in appearance. 
Another attractive example of one of the most popular issues in the 
entire series. 

PCGS PopuLuion: 23; 13 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Maker: Frontier, Deviercy Co., 1853-64. 

Obverse; Die descriptions as in the preceding lot. 

Reverse: Die descriptions as in the preceding lot. 

Edge: As in the preceding lot 

Die State I: Die descriptions as in the preceding lot. 



935 1854 Octagonal 50^. BG-305. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 

64 (PCGS). A prooflike specimen with hghtly frosted motifs and 
deeply mirrored fields. Lustrous yellow gold with pale rose high- 
lights. One of the varieties with a low karat content as its core, then 
gold plated with higher karat content. Among the finest examples 
certified by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 7; 1 finer (MS-66). 

Maker: Frontier, Deviercy 6c Co., 1853-64. 

Obverse: Large federal style head of Liberty to left, nine six-pointed stars 
around, first four stars between tip of bust and tip of coronet, star seven nearly 
touches upper hair bun. Date below bust, 1 and 8 evenly spaced, 8 5 very close, 5 
tilted heavily left, 4 large and tilted heavily right. 

Reverse: Beaded circle at the center, CALIFORNIA GOLD, around, two 
six-pointed stars below the circle. Fraction and denomination within circle, no 
fraction bar in fraction. DOLLAR below fraction, D O L evenly spaced, L L very 
close, second L leans left and shows repunching at the top, L A connected at the 
base, A R close. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 

Die State Hr Both dies brilliantly polished to remove clash marks, faint traces 
of which remain on both sides. 



936 1856-N Octagonal 50fS. BG-311. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 

63 (PCGS). Rich shades of violet and pale blue on deep orange- 
gold surfaces. Somewhat prooflike in appearance, and an attractive 
com to behold. Among the finest examples of the variety certified 
by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 21; 2 (MS-64 finest). 

Maker; Antoine Louis Nouizillet, 1852-58. 

Obverse: Large head of Liberty to left, 13 six-pointed stars around, several 
stars attached to the dentils. 


Reverse; HALF DOL. CALIFOILNIA around an open topped wreath, N 
below the wreath, date within. Wreath with five triple leaves and four pairs of 
berries per side. L in CALIFORNIA very low in relation to the other letters. 1 )ate 
central in wreath, nicely spaced and on the same horizontal plain, 5 6 moderately 
closer to each other than the spacing of the other numerals. 

Edge: Widely reeded, sometimes plain. 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 


Choice Uncirculated 1852 Round 50(z: 

BG-401, Probable First Small 
Denomination California Gold Issue 


937 1852 Round 50 ^. BG-401. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-63 

(PCGS). Rich honey gold with delightful orange iridescence. Frosty 
and satiny, with a strong strike and a generous amount of eye appeal. 
This variety above all others is suspected of being the first of the 
California Small Denomination gold issues, probably the style men- 
tioned in the June 29, 1852 issue of the New Orleans Daily Picayune 
(see note below). Definitely choice for the grade, and worthy of 
inclusion in any collection. 

PCGS Population: 20; 7 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Maker: Joseph Bros., 1852-53. 

Obverse; Small federal style head of Liberty to left, 13 sLx-poiiited stars around. 

Reverse: HALF DOL. CALIFORNIA GOLD, around an open topped 
wreath, date at center of wreath, angular bow beneath. Four sets of triple leaves on 
each side of wreath, a single berry on each side of the bow plus four pairs ofberries 
and a single berry at the tip of each sprig on each side. Date numeral large and well 
formed, nicely spaced and aesthetically pleasing. 

The Tuesday evening, June 29, 1852 edition of the New Orleans Daily Pica- 
yune noted “We were shown this morning a gold half-dollar. California money, 
which is so much like the United States gold dollar piece, that the best judges 
would be completely deceived at a first glance. The half-dollar piece is lighter in 
color and somewhat smaller in diameter than the dollar. They are of a private issue 
and have stamped on them ‘HALF DOLLAR CALIFORNIA GOLD 1852.’” In 
the newest edition of the California Pioneer Fractional Gold, lead author Bob Leonard 
surmises “the com shown to the Picayime*s editor must have left San Francisco 
about the first ofjune, probably on the steamer Tennessee, or the Unicom or Inde- 
pendence. This story allows the introduction of Small California gold to be dated to 
the spring of 1852, probably the later part of May.” While the exact t>pe seen on 
June 29 cannot be determined with certainty, it is thought that either BG-401 or 
BG-426 are the most logical issues to wear the mantel of “first” California Small 
Denomination gold issue. Interestingly enough, Walter Breen surmised that BG- 
427 could very well wear this honor. Of course, we will never know for certain 
but Leonard’s and Breen’s research have certainly narrowed the task dow n to just 
a few^ distinct possibilities. 

Edge; Reeded. 





938 1853-GG Round 50c. BG-414. Liberty Head. Rarity-5-. MS- 

62 (PCGS). Lustrous deep olive-gold with splashes of rose and or- 
ange in the recessed areas. A pleasing example of the issue, here 
from a very late state of the die; polishing has eliminated the row of 
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beads along the top edge ot the coronet, these beads sometimes called 
'■pearls." and this late state sometimes called the "no pearls” variety. 
A pleasing com for the grade, and among the finest certified by 
FCGS 

PCGS Popitlacion: 7; I finer (MS*63). 

Maker: Gaime. Guillemot Co., 1852-54 (by Frontier, Deviercy & Co.). 

Obverse: Large federal sryle head of Liberty to left, 13 srx-pomted stars around, 
stars consisting of six “tear drop lines" that join at the center, G.G maker’s mark 
below truncation, second G first punched into die upside-down, then corrected. 

Reverse: Wide open wreath at center, CALIFORNIA GOLD. Arcs above, 
date below wreath. Fraction and denomination within wreath, bow of wreath con- 
sists of three heart-shaped lines, two within the wreath, the third inverted below; 
the third loop separates the 8 and 5 in the date. Fraction bar horizontal, 1 of frac- 
tion slightly left of center, 2 of fraction slightly right of center. DOLLAR un- 
evenly spaced, D O nearly touch, O low, and visibly repunched to the right, O L 
more widely spaced. L L A joined at base, R slightly low' with its right foot at- 
tached to leaf in wreath. 

Edge: Reeded. 

Die State I: Die crack from upper left wreath end across fraction bar and 
from there down to the R m DOLLAR. 



939 1853-D Round 500. BG-421. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS-63 

(PCGS). Deep and rich yellow gold with distinctive olive high- 
lights and an occasional nuance of orange. Somewhat prooflike, es- 
pecially so on the reverse. A splendid coin for the grade, one that 
would be a suitable addition to any California Small Denoimnation 
gold type collection. 

PCGS Population: 17; 10 (MS-65 finest). 

Maker: M. Deriberpie. 1852-54. 

Obverse: Large federal style head of Liberty to left, 11 six-pointed stars around, 
one point on the star punch broken. D marker’s mark below portrait, period within 
maker’s mark. 

Reverse: CALIFOILNIA GOLD HALF D. around a small open top wreath, 
date within wreath. Letters in legend crude, poorly formed, and poorly spaced as 
well, the O punch broken at the top. Left stem of wreath with five triple leaves, 
five pairs of berries and a single berry at the end of the stem; the berry on the 
outside of the wreath below the N in CALIFORNIA is doubled. On the right 
stem there are 12 berries m six pairs. Date at center of wreath, numerals bold and 
robust, nicely spaced and well formed. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 

Choice Uncirculated 1853-D 50^ 

BG-422, High Rarity-6 


940 1853-D Round 500. BG-422. Liberty Head. Rarity-6+. MS- 

63 (PCGS). A satiny beauty with bright yellow gold centers that 
give way to deeper golden peripheries. Struck on a slightly wavy 
planchet. not an unusual occurrence for the wiricty. A rarity in all 
grades, especially so at the assigned grade; just seven e.xamples are 


graded by PCGS with only one specimen finer than the present 
one. A splendid opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 1; I finer (MS-64). 

Maker: M. Deriberpie, 1852-54. 

Obverse: Same as I3G-421. 

Reverse:. Very similar to BG-421. CALIFOILNIAGOLD. HALF D. around 
scant, small wreath, date at center above crude triangular bow. A six-pointed star is 
above the date near the top of the wreath. The letters in the peripheral legend are 
crude and broken, several of them repunched as well. 1 and 8 in date close, 8 and 
5 distant, 5 and 3 distant. A large raised die line runs through the lower portion of 
the 8, 5, and 3 in the date. Wreath with four triple leaves per side and six crude 
berries per stem. Bisecting crack from rim to nm from 3.00 to 9:00, heavily raised 
die lines among portions of the legend. This is the only die state known; the die 
crack leads us to believe that this die broke down during use and was quickly dis- 
carded, thereby accounting for the rarity of the variety. 

Edge: Crudely reeded 


941 1853 Round 500. BG-430. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-64 

(PCGS). Bright and lustrous yellow gold with traces of olive iri- 
descence. Fully prooflike, with frosty motifs and mirrored fields. A 
variety that definitely saw use as pocket change in Gold Rush Cali- 
fornia; three examples of this variety were recovered from the 1853 
wreck of the S.S. Winfield Scott. Only five examples of this date 
have received finer grades from PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 13; 5 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Maker: Antoine Louis Nouizillet, 1852-58. 

Obverse: Federal style head of Liberty to left, 13 six-pointed stars around. 
Star five nearly touches tip of coronet. 

Reverse: HALF DOL. CALIFOPJMIA GOLD around an open top wreath, 
six-pointed star below wreath, date within w reath. Five triple leaves on left stem 
of wreath, five triple leaves on right stem, five pairs of berries per stem, angular 
bow' w ithin wreath. Date numerals nicely formed and evenly spaced, 5 leans slightly 
right, large ornate balls on 3. 

Edg e: Reeded 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 

It IS interesting to note that the present variety, BG-430, was illustrated as 
current money on the cover of Dye’s 1854-1855 cambist, there v'alued at 48c‘ for 
gold content. The same illustration was used on the cover of Hodges’ Gold & Si/ivr 
Coin Chart MiH null, where it w'as also valued at 48c (circa 1858: later, circa 1861 the 
value there was reduced to 32c). 

Desirable 1855/4-FD Overdate Octagonal $1 

Tied For Finest Certified by PCGS 


942 1855/4-FD Overdate. Octagonal SI. BG-511. Liberty- He.ad. 

Rarity-4+. MS-63 (PCGS). Distinctive yellow gold with olive 
traces on the obverse, and with a hint of bright orange iridescence 
on the reverse. An area of planchet darkness is noted at 2;(H) on the 
obverse. An early auction appearance of this com was in the March 








AMERICAN NUMISMATIC IU\RITIES 


Ti IK Classics Salk 


213 


13, 1882 sale held by John W. Scott, where an example of this vari- 
ety was sold as Lot 16. A delightfully prooflike specimen, with frosty 
motifs and deeply mirrored fields. A lovely example of a variety that 
is typically found lightly circulated. No example ofBG-511 has re- 
ceived a finer grade from PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 6; none finer. 

Maker: Frontier, Deviercy Co., 1853-64. 

Obverse; Federal style head of Liberty to left, 10 five-pointed stars around, 
first four stars between point of Liberty’s bust and tip of coronet. 

Reverse: CALIFORNIA. GOLD, separated by a five-pointed star, around a 
beaded circle, FD beneath the circle, F broadly repunched. 1, DOLLAR, and date 
on three lines within circle, I apparently from an I punch, DOLL close, L L lean 
distinctly left, L A R widely spaced, R leans distinctly left. 185 in date evenly 
spaced, 55 close, second 5 heavily repunched to obliterate the underlying 4. 

Edge: Reeded. 

Die State I: Heavy obverse polishing beginning to remove lower portions of 
Liberty’s portrait, with the bridge of her nose nearly removed by polishing. 


Popular 1853-DERI $1 

BG-514, High Rarity-5 



943 1853-DERI Octagonal $1. BG-514. Liberty Head. Rarity-5+. 

MS-63 (PCGS). Warm yellow gold with lively orange highlights. 
A lustrous and nicely struck example of one of the most popular 
gold dollar issues. Another of the varieties that circulated readily in 
the Gold Rush era, as shown by the recovery of an example of this 
variety from the 1853 wreck of the S,S. Winfield Scott. Among the 
finest examples of the issue graded by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Maker: M. Deriberpie, 1852-54. 

Obverse: Large federal style head of Liberty to left, eight six-pointed stars 
around, one point on the star punch blunt and broken, three stars between tip of 
bust and point of coronet. 

Reverse: CALIFOILNIA GOLD arches around, DERI below an inner circle 
of tiny triangular beads, 1 DOLLAR 1853 in three lines within circle. Letters in 
the legend crude, several of them from broken punches, most of them filled. In 
the denomination, the 1 is boldly repunched, the 8 is low and shows die artifacts 
within the loops, the 5 is slightly higher than the 8, and the 3 is lowest of all. 
DOLLAR is nicely formed and evenly spaced, the D perhaps a little low. 

Edge: Reeded. 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 


Another 1853-DERI Octagonal $1 



conservatively graded in this writer’s eyes (FVV). Another variety 
that was present in “pocket change” on the ill-fated S.S. Winfield 
Scotty which sank off the coast of California on December 1, 1853; 
wo examples of BG-519 were later retrieved from that wreckage in 
the early 1960s. A beautiful coin for the grade. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Maker: M. Deriberpie, 1852-54. 

Obverse: Large federal style head of Liberty to left, eight five-pointed stars 
around, one point of the star punch broken and blunt, star five nearly touches 
upper hair bun, star eight virtually attached to underside of Liberty’s bust, sharp 
beaded dentils around the periphery. 

Reverse: Octagonal outer border of beads sharp and crisp. A star followed by 
CALIFOILNIA GOLD followed by another star arches around a tightly beaded 
circle at the center, with DERI below the circle, 1 DOLLAR 1853 within circle 
in three lines, DOLLAR closely spaced, evident repunchmg at the top of OLL, R 
slightly wider in spacing, right leg broken, date numerals nicely formed and widely 
though even spaced, numerals slightly lower in progression from left to right. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 

Die State I; Perfect reverse die; a break later forms from the rim through the 
first A in the legend. 


Impressive 1853-DERI Octagonal $1 


None Graded finer by PCGS 



945 1853-DERI Octagonal $1. BG-523. Liberty Head. Rarity-5. 

MS-63 (PCGS). Deep and lustrous orange-gold with intense cart- 
wheel lustre on satiny, faintly mattelike surfaces. A beautiful coin 
for the grade, easily among the finest known examples of the issue; 
PCGS has not certified a finer example than the present coin, and 
they have certified only eight specimens in all Mint State grades. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Maker: M. Deriberpie, 1852-54. 

Obverse: Federal stymie head of Liberty to left, eight six-pointed stars around, 
one point of star punch broken and blunt, star one practically touches tip of Liberty’s 
bust, tip coronet points to star four, star six nearly touches upper hair bun. 

Reverse: A sLx-pointed star with a broken, blunt tip appears before CALI- 
FORNIA GOLD, another star after GOLD, DERI below inner beaded circle, 1 
DOLLAR and date on three lines within circle, left foot of 1 in denoimnation 
broken, DOLLAR nicely formed and fairly evenly spaced, outer curve of D thin 
and tenuous, right foot of R broken, date numeral widely spaced, 85 widest, 3 
malformed at base w'here it nearly touches the beaded circle. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 

In The American Kumismatical Manual, by Montroville Wilson Dickeson M.D., 
(Philadelphia, j. B. Lippincott Sc Co., 1859) this type was listed among “Califor- 
nia Coins.” Interestingly enough, the date is giv'en correctly in the text as 1853, 
though the artist drew the date as 1857 on the plate com, mistaking the flat-topped 
3 for a 7. According to Bob Leonard, the error w^as not corrected in the second 
edition of 1860 or ev'en in the third edition, dated 1865. 


944 1853-DERI Octagonal SI. BG-519. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. 

MS-63 (PCGS). Highly lustrous and satiny yellow gold with a hint 
of prooflike reflectivity. A lovely coin for the grade, a piece that is 
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946 1853-N Octagonal SI. BG-530. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS- 

62 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous yellow gold with distinctive olive 
highlights. Somewhat prooflike, with moderately frosted head of 
Liberty on the obverse set against satiny, somewhat reflective fields. 
One of the more plendRil California Small Denomination gold dollar 
issues. Some 15 or so examples were taken from the wreck of the 
S.S. IVinJleld Scott, suggesting that Nouizillet made these in large 
quantities for circulation. While many Uncirculated examples of the 
die combination are known, substantially more are known in circu- 
lated grades. 

Maker: Antoine Louis Nouizillet, 1852-58. 

Obverse: Large federal style head of Liberty’ to the left, 13 sLx-pointed stars 
around, first six stars between tip of Liberty’s bust and point of coronet, then a 
large space followed by seven additional stars. 

Reverse: CALIFORNIA GOLD w’ith a group of four tiny dots in a dia- 
mond-shaped formation before, between, and after the two words in the legend 
an N with a six-pointed star on either side is at the bottom of the reverse. A beaded 
circle is at the center, with the denomination 1 DOLLAR and the date within the 
circle. DOLLAR evenly spaced, second L slightly tilted left, date numerals large 
and nicely formed, moderately lower in the die from left to right, bottom of 3 
“broken.” 

Edge: Reeded. 


Elusive 1859-FD Octagonal 250 

BG-701, Low Rarity-6 




947 1859-FD Octagonal 250. BG-701. Liberty Head. Rarity-6-. 

MS -64 (PCGS). Rich honey gold with bursts of bright orange- 
gold iridescence. Somewhat prooflike and from highly polished dies 
with reflective surfaces both around and within the design elements. 
This rare variety was first discovered by David Proskey or possibly 
John W. Scott, and first published in The Coin Collector's Journal on 
page 37 of the March 1884 issue. A rarity from the Period II (1858- 
1882) issues. Among the finest examples of the variety certified by 
PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 (MS-65 finest). 

Maker: Frontier. Deviercy iS. Co., 1853-64. 

Obverse: Broad head of Liberty to left, eight five-pointed stars around, one 
point of the star punch broken and blunt, FD on coronet in Liberty’s hair. 

Reverse: Fraction, denomination, and date within open top wreath, five triple 
leaf groups on left stem, six groups on right stem plus extraneous leaves on both 
stems. Fraction without fraction bar at top of wreath, DOLLAR at center, date 
below D O close, O L distant, L L close, L A R touching. O, first L, and R arc all 
broadly repunched. Some tiny circular lathe marks appear as rings at the center. 
Date numerals slightly wide but evenly spaced, 5 crude and “patchwork” m ap- 
pear.ince, as is the 9. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 

Die State II: C’)bverse cracks from rim at 1:00, 3:00, and 4:30. 



948 1870 Octagonal 250. BG-713. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS- 

65 (PCGS). A splendid prooflike gem with mildly reflective fields 
and frosty motifs. Rich golden surfaces with distinctive olive high- 
lights present. Definitely choice and worthy of serious bidder con- 
sideration, particularly if the bidder is currently assembling a gem 
type set of California Small Denomination gold issues. 

PCGS Population: 18; 6 (MS-67 finest). 

Maker: Frontier Co., 1864-72. 

Obverse: Broad head of Liberty’ to left, nine five-pointed stars around. 

Reverse: Open topped wreath, four groups of triple leaves on left, five groups 
on right, plus extraneous leaves on both stems, nine berries left, six berries right, 
perhaps more on each stem though some are faint or blurred. Fraction at open top 
of wreath, no fraction bar, 1 large and tall, 4 tiny and squat, both faint in the die. 
DOLLAR at center, D O L higher than L A R. L A R close, A R touching, date 
left of center, numerals slant down to right progressively from left to right. 

Edge: Plain 


Exemplary Gem 1871 Octagonal 250 



949 1871 Octagonal 250. BG-714. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 

66 (PCGS). An exemplary gem specimen with extraordinary eye 
appeal. The lightly mirrored fields and heavily frosted motifs are 
virtually alive with intense gold, orange, and olive highlights. Sev- 
eral spidery die cracks at the center of the reverse. It is difficult to 
imagine a finer specimen than the present coin, though PCGS has 
certified one specimen at the MS-67 level. A gorgeous coin overall, 
one that is significantly finer than most other examples of the grade 
and die combination. In short, one glance and you will feel a dis- 
tinct need to add this coin to your collection! 

PCGS Population: 22; 1 finer (MS-67). 

Maker: Frontier &: Co.. 1864-72. 

Obverse: Same as BG-713. 

Reverse: Artistically engraved unadorned wreath with double bow loop at 
bottom, no berries on left, perhaps one or two among leaves on right. Fraction at 
top without fraction bar, 4 leans slightly left, DOLLAR at the center, D O L 
widely spaced, L L A touch at base, R slightly tilted left and nearly touching the 
leaf above. Date slightly left of center, first 1 crude and barely visible, 8 attractively 
formed, 7 scrawny and tilted right, second 1 more boldly punched than its prede- 
cessor. 

Edge: Widely reeded 
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Rare 1871 Octagonal 250 
BG-716, High Rarity-6 



950 1871 Octagonal 250. BG-716. Liberty Head. Rarity-6+. MS- 

64 (PCGS). Somewhat prooflike fields and heavily frosted motifs 
display warm olive and bright orange iridescence. An attractive and 
decidedly choice coin for the grade. A rarity in all grades. An ex- 
ample of this variety was acquired by Virgil Brand in 1919. 

PCGS Population: 3; 6 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Maker: Frontier & Co., 1864-72. 

Obverse: Same as BG-713. 

Reverse: Open topped wreath with several elongated leaves on each stem, 
three berries left, three berries right, double looped bow at bottom. Fraction at 
top, tall 1, no fraction bar, small 4. DOLLAR above center, top of O broken, L A 
R attached at bases, R closed by die flaw. Date just below center, 1 smaller than 8, 
8 smaller than 7, 7 taller than final 1. 

Edge: Plain 

Die State II: Obverse repolished, polished field extends into coronet and 
separates hair buns on back of Liberty’s head. Tiny die cracks near star four and star 
eight. 



951 1871 Octagonal 250. BG-717. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-65 

(PCGS). A lustrous prooflike gem with rich orange toning on yel- 
low gold surfaces. Sharply struck and aesthetically appealing. Virgil 
Brand purchased a specimen of this die combination from Thomas 
L. Elder on April 7, 1906. A popular issue, one that is frequently 
found at choice and gem Uncirculated, a boon to today’s collectors. 

Maker: Frontier &: Co., 1864-72. 

Obverse: Same as BG-713. 

Reverse: Open topped wreath with several nicely formed individual leaves 
on each stem, two berries left, two berries right, open double-looped bow at bot- 
tom. Fraction, denomination, and date on three lines within wreath. Fraction at 
top of wreath, no fraction bar, numerals nicely formed. DOLLAR evenly spaced 
and nicely formed, berry opposite R. Date numerals nicely formed and widely but 
evenly spaced. 

Edge: Plain. 

Die State III: Die heavily repolished, nose and front of coronet “broken” 
and fully prooflike. Several tiny cracks extend into the field from various points at 
the rim. 


surfaces. Some prooflike reflectivity on both sides. As Bob Leonard 
noted in the latest edition of California Pioficcr Fractional Gold, the 
Washington Head issues with a quarter dollar denomination on the 
reverse were “unaccountably ignored by Baker, Mcdallic Portraits of 
Washiii^tou, though he hsted a similar piece with CHAILM reverse as 
his No. 504.” Leonard also called this variety “one of the most popu- 
lar of all small California gold pieces,” a notation with which we heartily 
concur. For the record, PCGS has certified just two examples of this 
variety at a finer grade, both MS-64. A splendid opportunity for a 
California Small Denomination gold type set completist. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Maker: Frontier &: BelJemere, 1871-75. 

Obverse: Bust of George Washington to left, 13 six-point stars around, the 
uppermost star nearly resting atop Washington’s head, date in large well-formed 
numerals below the bust. 

Reverse: Open top wreath, 1 1 individual leaves to left, nine individual leaves 
to right, three berries left, four berries right, the inner berries on both sides on 
very long stems. Fraction, denomination, and CAL. within wreath on three lines. 
Fraction at top without fraction bar, numerals nicely formed, DOLLAR at center, 
nicely spaced, D O slightly lower than the other letters, CAL nicely spaced, C 
slightly lower. Two round loops below CAL at bottom of wreath. 

Edge: Plain. 



953 1873 Octagonal 250. BG-727. Liberty Head. Rarity-4+. MS- 

65 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold with reflective surfaces and frosty 
motifs. Splashes of rich violet and blue iridescence grace the ob- 
verse. A splendid gem example of a popular variety, first discovered 
by David Proskey or John W. Scott, and first published in The Coin 
Collector's Jonrual, on page 38 of the March 1884 edition. This vari- 
ety shares a reverse with BG-722. 

PCGS Population: 9; 5 finer (MS-67 finest). 

Maker: Frontier & Bellemere, 1871-75. 

Obverse; Broad head of Liberty to left, 13 six-pointed stars around, star 11 
touches upper portion of Liberty’s hair bun. Date below bust, numerals sUghdy 
lower in the die from left to right. Several raised die hnes noted on Liberty’s por- 
trait. 

Reverse: Ten individual leaves in left branch of open-topped wTeath, nine 
leaves in right stem. Fracaon, denomination, and CAL on three lines within wTeath. 
Fraction numerals nicely formed, no fraction bar. DOLLAR nicely spaced, top of 
O broken, that letter low^er than the others, left upright of A also broken. CAL 
nicely spaced, C marginally low'er. A die crack extends across the reverse from 
3:00 to 9:00, forming a cud beneath the R in DOLLAR and also connecting the 
tops of CAL. 

Edge: Plain 


Choice 1872 Washington Head 250 
BG-723, Low Rarity-6 



952 1872 Octagonal 250. BG-723. Washington Head. Rarity-6-. 

MS-63 (PCGS). Deep orange-gold highlights on lustrous, satiny 


954 


Uncirculated 1870-G Octagonal 250 
BG-753, Lazy G Variety 




1870-G Octagonal 250. BG-753. Liberty Head. Rarity-6+. 
MS-62 (PCGS). Deep honey gold with proofiike fields and lightly 
textured devices. Variety with G entered horizontally rather than 
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vertically m the die. A rarity in all grades with only eight examples 
graded Mint State by PCGS, and just a single coin rating higher 
than the present one. A few fiint marks serve to define the assigned 
grade. 

PCGS Population: 4; I finer (MS-63). 

Maker: Robert B. Gray & Co., 1858-71 (successors to Antoine Louis 
Nouizillet). 

Obverse: Federal style head of Liberty to left, 13 tiny si.x-pointed stars around, 
several stars faint and nearly nonexistent. Maker’s mark G horizontal below bust. 

Reverse: Four triple leaves and three pairs ofberries on each branch in wreath, 
fraction, DOLLAR, and date within. Fraction bar long and thin, pointed on its 
right end, 1 well above bar, top of 4 nearly touches underside of bar. DOLLAR 
widely though evenly spaced, D leans slightly left, O leans slightly right, L leans 
slightly left, L A Rail lean slightly right. 1 in date strong, 87U faintly impressed, all 
numerals progressively lower from left to right, 7 rakislily to right. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 


955 1874 Octagonal 250. BG-795. Indian Head. Rarity-3. MS-65 

(PCGS). Intense yellow gold with splashes of orange and olive high- 
lights. Impressively prooflike, with frosty motifs and deeply mir- 
rored fields. Low date variety, with the bottoms of the date numer- 
als essentially impaled on the dentils below. A popular Indian Head 
issue; Virgil Brand purchased one from Frank Howland on March 
23, 1895. Just one example of the variety has been graded finer by 
PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 16; I finer (MS-66). 

Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco, 1872-76. 

Obverse: Large Indian Head to left, 13 five-pointed stars around, six before 
the portrait, seven behind the portrait, date below portrait. 18 evenly spaced, 87 
widely spaced, 74 evenly spaced, 74 higher in the die than the other two numerals. 

Reverse: Heavy ornate uTeath, nearly closed at the top by single leaves, 11 
berries left, 1 1 berries right. Fraction, denomination, and CAL on three lines within 
wreath, long thin fraction bar separates two nicely formed numerals, DOLLAR 
nicely shaped and evenly spaced, AR perhaps a trifle lower than the other letters, 
CAL widely yet evenly spaced, CA perhaps wider than AL. Tiny bow below CAL. 

Edge: Plain. 

Gem “1852” Indian Octagonal 250 

None Graded Finer by PCGS 



956 “1852” (1881-83) Octagonal 25p. BG-799U (“1852’7C). In- 

dian Head. Rarity-5+. MS-65 (PCGS). Intense, vibrant orange 
iridescence and high degree of lustre on satiny motifs and deeply 
mirrored fields. Nicely struck and aesthetically appealing, the way a 
gem quality specimen should be! This exact type was first published 
and described by Robert H. Burnie in 1955. A rare and desirable 
back-dated issue, with the present specimen among the finest certi- 
fied by^ PCGS. Definitely a prize for an advanced specialist. 

PCGS PopuLuion; 6; none finer. 

Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco, 1872-76. 


Obverse: Large Indian head, six five-pointed stars before the portrait, seven 
five-pointed stars behind the portrait, date below. 1 of date touches bust above and 
dentils below, apparendy repunched. 852 touch the dentils below, 85 wide, 52 
close, hair touches tops ot 52. Additional, star nine is attached to a feather in the 
headdress. 

Reverse C: Open topped wreath with single leaves at end, tips of leaves curve 
upward and ouuvard. Eleven berries on each side of wreath. Fraction and DOL- 
LAR within WTeath, short fraction bar, numerals large and nicely formed, DC3L- 
LAR nicely formed and uniformly spaced. 

Edge; Plain. 

As noted by Bob Leonard in the second edition of California Pioneer Fractional 
Gold, “in 1876 tw-o series were produced: one with CAL for sale as California 
souvenirs, and one with CAL for sale outside California, chiefly in the East and 
Midwest.” He goes on to note “thereafter, the CAL was discontinued. The No 
CAL series also included back-dated pieces to provide additional varieties for sale 
to date collectors, or to hide the fact that illegal striking was continuing. The en- 
tire No CAL group dates to 1876-81 despite containing varieties dated earlier. 
Previous collectors have found them difficult not only because many are rare but 
also because previous attempts at classification have been needlessly muddled by 
repeated misdescriptions of the same reverses (reground, or with die cracks, or 
“ghosts” obscuring berries) as different dies, and failure to realize that many coins 
are back-dated.” 


957 1866 Octagonal 500. BG-903. Liberty Head. Rarity-5+. MS- 

64 (PCGS) . A frosty beauty of near gem quality. Medium gold with 
reflective fields, frosty motifs, and distinct olive highlights. Some 
“bubbling” is noted on both sides (see below). Another of the vari- 
ety that first gained recognition in The Coin Collector's Journal this 
particular one being listed on page 40 of the March 1884 edition. 
Scarce when found so nice. 

PCGS Population: 8; 4 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Maker: Frontier A: Co., 1865-72. 

Obverse: Large Head of Liberty to left, 11 six-pointed stars around, final star 
directly below Liberty’s portrait. 

Reverse: Scanty wreath, six triple leaves per stem, 10 berries left, nine berries 
right, five-pointed star below' tiny, broken bow at bottom of wTeath. Fraction at 
top of wreath, large, well-formed numerals, no fraction bar. DC^LLAR above center 
of wreath, letters nicely spaced, A slightly low, left upright of that letter broken, R 
broken at top, right foot touches leaf Date below center, numerals nicely formed 
and evenly spaced, 1 tilts somewhat to the right. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 

Dr. John W. Rowe (known to numismatics as jay Roe) w'as, among other 
things, a well-known chemist by trade. Analysis by Dr. Row'e showed that planchets 
for the present variety were typically 84% gold, 1 1 % silver, and 5% copper plated 
over a core of 57% gold, 7% silver and 36% copper, or roughly 20 karat plated 
over a 14 karat core. This plating would account tor the “bubbhng” otten seen on 
the plated varieties designated by Dr. Rowe and others. 
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Impressive Gem 1876 Octagonal 500 
BG-932, Baby Head Variety 
None Graded Finer by PCGS 



958 1876 Octagonal 50^. BG-932. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS- 

65 (PCGS). Baby Head variety. An incredible gem specimen with 
deeply mirrored fields and heavily frosted motifs. The surfaces are 
deep honey gold with intense orange iridescence in places, particu- 
larly at Liberty’s portrait and tresses. A definite gem of extraordi- 
nary quality and eye appeal, and one glance readily confirms the 
assigned grade. According to Bob Leonard, H.G. Brown of Port- 
land, Oregon and Spokane, Washington, owned an example of this 
variety near the turn of the 20th-century; that specimen was later 
sold by Lyman H. Low on October 11, 1904, Lot 146. PCGS has 
not certified an example of this variety at a finer grade! Definitely 
one of the visual highlights of the current offering, a splendid gem 
in all regards. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Maker: HermanJ. Brand, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Small head of Liberty to left, one of the “Baby Head” varieties, 13 
five-pointed stars around (Bob Leonard refers to them as “cinquefoil stars’) star six 
attached to point ofcoronet, heavily die file lines on Liberty’s portrait, date below, 
numerals rest atop pointed dentils below, obvious repunching in center of 6, often 
called “1876/5.” 

Reverse: Large, ornate wreath, six ornate groups of spidery leaves and 10 
berries per stem, rounded bow at bottom of wreath shows recutting in several 
places. Fraction, denomination, CAL within wreath, fraction near top with long 
fraction bar, 1 nicely formed and above bar, 2 dramatically repunched and touch- 
ing bar above. DOLLAR widely but evenly spaced, O broadly repunched at bot- 
tom, L slightly higher with traces of repunching at bottom, second L even higher, 
A lower, and showing repunching, R finely formed. CAL above bow, CA both 
broadly repunched. 

Edge: Plain. 

The Lyman Low sale of the H.G. Brown Collection in 1904 is notable as the 
first auction appearance of a Lesher dollar. The sale also included an 1804 dollar. 

Lovely Gem 1872/1 Octagonal 500 
Large Indian Head Variety 
Tied For Finest Certified by PCGS 



959 1872/1 Octagonal 500. BG-937 Indian Head. Rarity-4. MS- 

65 (PCGS). Deep, vibrant orange highlights on bright yellow gold 
surfaces. The fields are deeply prooflike, and the motifs are satiny 
and sharp. A splash of pale sky blue graces the highest points of the 
design. A popular variety, the first of the Large Indian Head issues. 
As Bob Leonard noted, this variety is typically “22K gold plated 
over lOK or less gold.” You won’t see or find a finer gem than the 


present specimen, at least not in a PCCjS holder. Bid confidently 
here, for the end result will be ownership of an exquisite coin in an 
outstanding grade. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

Maker:. Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Large Indian head to left, 13 five-pointed stars around, star six at- 
tached to first feather in the Indian’s headdress, lowest hair curl extends above 
right side 8, die crack from hair curl to top of that numeral, that numeral also 
shows repunching within the upper loop, and faint traces of the overdate are also 
visible. 

Reverse: Large, bountiful wreath with seven triple leaves on left stem, eight 
triple leaves on right, 12 berries per stem, wreath nearly closed at top. Fraction 
high within wreath, numerals well formed and fraction bar sturdy, 2 in fraction 
filled. DOLLAR just below center of wreath, nicely formed and evenly spaced, 
berry opposite D and R. CAL. below, letters nicely formed and evenly spaced. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 

Die State II: Reverse rim cud in wreath at the 3:00 position. 

Gem 1875 Indian Head Octagonal 500 

Hand Engraved Date Variety 



960 1875 Octagonal 500. BG-946. Indian Head. Rarity-4. MS-65 

(PCGS). Hand-engraved date variety, so-named for the crude, faint 
numerals that were obviously carved into the die by hand, not placed 
there using puncheons. Bright and deep olive-gold mirrors support 
frosty orange-gold devices. A splendid gem in all respects, visually, 
physically, and aesthetically. Typical weakness seen behind the 
Indian’s ear, probably the result of a die crack that spreads across the 
Indian’s cheek. This variety was first discovered by Kenneth W. Lee, 
circa 1970-79, and first described by Lee in 1979. Among the finest 
examples of the date graded by PCGS; just one has been certified 
finer by that firm. Lovely. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (MS-66). 

Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Indian to left, 13 five-pointed stars around, crude hand cut date 
below bust. 

Reverse: Large ornate wreath, nearly closed at the top, six triple leaves per 
stem, 11 berries left, 10 right (the eleventh berry on the left maybe just a small die 
flaw opposite the 1 in the fraction), bow at bottom ofwTeath separated from wreath 
stems by heavy die polishing. Fraction inside wreath at top, numerals thin but 
shapely, horizontal fraction bar also thin. DOLLAR at the center, nicely though 
somewhat widely spaced, O faint. CAL below widely but evenly spaced, top of C 
broken. 

Edge: Plain. 

Die State II: Base of 8 in date open, die crack from bottom of 8 to rim below, 
other die cracks from rim at 7:00 and 8:30. 50 
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Gem Uncirculated 1876 Octagonal 50^ 

None Certified Finer by PCGS 


961 1876 Octagonal 50c. BG-953. Indian Head. Rarity-5. MS-65 

(PCGS). Large Date. Deep honey gold mirrors support satiny honey 
gold motifs. Splashes of deep orange and pale sky blue enhance the 
overall effect of this beautiRil gem specimen. A truly splendid coin, 
just one of three examples of the variety called MS-65 by PCGS, 
with none graded finer. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Indian head to left, several heavy die lines on her portrait, 13 five- 
pointed stars around, date below 1 higher than 8, 7 taller than 8, 6 slightly lower 
than 7 and touching pointed dentil. 

Reverse B: Fancy but scanty wreath, nearly closed at top, terminal leaves 
point upward, six leaf groups and a terminal leaf per stem, 13 berries per stem, 
tiny, bow at bottom of wreath. Fraction near top of wreath, numerals well formed 
and evenly spaced from the horizontal fraction bar. DOLLAR nicely formed and 
evenly spaced, D O leans slightly left, tail of R attached to leaf A long spine runs 
from the nm at 3:00 to the leaf opposite R in DOLLAR. 

Edge: Plain. 

Rare 1871-G Round 500 

None Certified Finer by PCGS 


962 1871-G Round 50c. BG-1028. Liberty Head. Rarity-6+. MS- 

62 (PCGS). Satiny honey gold with pale sky blue highlights and 
some prooflike reflectivity in the fields. Lightly struck from heavily 
repolished dies (this obverse also saw use in BG-1025, 1026, and 
1027), A rarity in any grade, as PCGS has certified only eight ex- 
amples. The present specimen is certainly Condition Census as 
PCGS has not certified any example of this date above MS-62. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer. 

Maker: California Jewelry' Co., (Levison Bros.), successors to Robert B. Gray 
A Co. 

Obverse: Small head of Liberty' to left, G marker’s mark below bust, 13 small, 
faint six-pointed stars around, G maker’s mark and immediately below trunca- 
tion, date below maker’s mark, 18 widely spaced, 871 evenly spaced, 8 open at 
bottom. 7 tilted dramatically right, second 1 thin and attenuated. 

Reverse: Large wreath, five triple leaves per stem, two berries left (plus an 
empty stem inside the wreath at 9:00). f^ur berries right, inverted five-pointed 
star at opening atop wreath. HALF DOLLAR CAL on three lines wnthin wreath, 
HA close, A low and without crossbar, A L wide, L lower yet and leaning right, L 
F wide. DOLLAR evenly spaced save for the D O, which are wider than the other 
letters, D high, OLLAR. even at bottoms. CAL very widely spaced, C tilts notice- 
ably right, A without crossbar, L noticeably low. No bow to wTcath. 

Edge: Plain. 


Uncirculated 1875 Indian Round 500 Rarity 

BG-1036, High Rarity-7 



963 1875 Round 500. BG-1036. Indian Head. Rarity-7+. MS-62 

(PCGS). Small Indian Head variety. Bright yellow mirrors and 
frosted motifs display warm olive, and orange-gold iridescence. An 
extraordinary rarity within the series, one ofjust four examples of 
the variety enumerated by Robert Leonard in the second edition of 
the California Pioneer Fractional Gold. The present piece is the only 
one of the variety certified at MS-62 by PCGS; just one example of 
the variety has received a finer grade from that firm. Of the four 
examples enumerated by Leonard in his census, one is holed and 
plugged, with solder remnants on both sides. The present specimen 
is Condition Census by default, as the Condition Census typically 
involves the top six examples of any given date or variety; there is 
room for two more in the Condition Census for this variety. A clas- 
sic among the scries, and a variety that will see spirited bidding ac- 
tivity. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-63). 

Maker: Herman J. Brand, San Francisco 

Obverse: Small Indian Head to left, 13 large five-pointed stars around, virtu- 
ally all of them impaled on the pointed dentils at the rim. Date numerals below, 18 
small, 75 large and tilted to left. 

Reverse: Fraction, DOLLAR, and CAL within open topped wreath, five 
triple leaves and eight berries per wreath stem, small bow at bottom. Fraction high 
in wreath, fraction bar with long spur at left end, numerals nicely centered above 
and below' bar. DOLLAR evenly yet somewhat widely spaced, first L leans slightly 
left, second L boldly repiinched, A very faint in die. In CAL the C is very wide 
from the A, the AL are widely but evenly spaced. 

Edge: Plain. 


Rare 1871-H Round Half Dollar 
BG-1041, High Rarity-6 
Finest Graded by PCGS 



964 1871-H Round 500. BG-1041. Liberty Head. Rarity-O^^. MS- 

64 (PCGS). Deep mirror fields and lightly frosted motifs display 
intense orange, sky blue, and rose iridescence. According to Robert 
Leonard’s research, ‘‘an example of the type ot BG-1041 -46 assayed 
by the U, S. Mint in 1871 was .520 fine gold and weight 7.6 grains 
equal 0.49 grams (the average weight for these), giving it a value ot 
17c.” This variety is frequently found with various rv^u's ot jewelry 
damage. A rare variety, one that was suppressed by the tederal gov- 
ernment during their “witch hunt” that began in August 1871 and 
continued for years afterwards, all in an effort to suppress Period 
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1 wo California Small Denomination gold issues. Tlie finest example 
ot this rarity certified by PCCjS, and one of only eight graded by the 
firm- a notation that should alert you to the upcoming state of furi- 
ous bidding to expect when this choice Mint State specimen crosses 
the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Maker: Hershfield d: Mitchell, Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Obverse: Tiny, fanciful head of Liberty to left, 13 six-pointed stars around, 
H maker’s mark below truncation, date below maker’s mark, 18 very close, 87 
widely spaced, 71 very close and lower than 18. 

Reverse: Stark yet ornate wreath, four triple leaves per side, seven berries per 
side, five-pointed star at opening atop wreath, no bow at bottom. HALF DOL- 
LAR CAL on three lines within wreath, long die line from bottom of F in HALF 
to side of A m DOLLAR below. DOLLAR closely spaced, DOL lower than sec- 
ond L, AR virtually touch at their bases. CAL small, CA wider than AL, die line 
from right foot of A into field. 

Edge: 


Rare 1874 Round Indian 500 
BG-1054, Low Rarity-7 
Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 




965 1874 Round 50^. BG-1054. Indian Head. Rarity-7-. MS-64 

(PCGS). Small hand-engraved date variety. Bright yellow gold 
mirrors support frosty, satiny yellow gold motifs. A beautiful coin 
overall, one that comes oh-so-close to gem physically; it has already 
arrived at that level aesthetically! This variety was first discovered by 
Kenneth W. Lee, sometime between 1955 and 1970, when it was 
first described by Lee. Bob Leonard’s recent census for this variety 
enumerates 10 different specimens, although cautions “perhaps one 
dupheate” may be in that census. The present coin may in fact be 
number two in the Leonard census (Bowers and Merena, January 
1992, Texas:4396), although an exact match could not be made to 
the photo in the cited Bowers and Merena catalogue. That fact not- 
withstanding, the present specimen is high in the Condition Cen- 
sus for this rare variety, and will see spirited and serious bidding 
competition as a result. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Small Indian head to left, 13 large five-pointed stars around, small 
hand-engraved date below, 1 tiny, 8 large, 7 repunched at the top, 4 with large 
cros.slet feature. Obverse cracks from the rim at 8:00, 9:30, and 12:00 point to an 
early failure of the die, thus accounting for the rarity of this variety. 

Reverse: Large ornate wreath six leaf groups and 10 berries per stem, small 
bow at bottom of wreath. Fraction, DOLLAR, and CAL on three lines within 
wreath. Fraction near top of wreath, horizontal fraction bar thin, both numerals 
tall, thin, and stately. DOLLAR across center, DO leans slightly left, both letters 
broken at the top, all letters widely but evenly spaced, R broken at top. CAL widely 
but evenly spaced, C broken at top, small curled leaf nearly touches base of L. 

Edge: Plain. 


Choice Uncirculated 1876 Indian 500 
60-1064, Rarity-6 
Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 



966 1876 Round 500. BG-1064. Indian Head. Rarity-6. MS-64 

(PCGS). An impressive prooflike cameo specimen with frosty 
motifs and deeply mirrored fields. The satiny motifs and areas of the 
field are splashed with pale sky blue and deep orange-gold irides- 
cence. An impressive coin for the grade, and an impressive grade for 
the variety; PCGS has not certified a finer example of this varicty\ 

PCGS Population: 7; none finer. 

Maker: . Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse; Indian head to left, 13 five-pointed stars around, large, low date 
below' bust, 1 impaled on pointed dentil below'. 

Reverse A: Large, scant WTeath, many finely detailed small leaves on each 
branch, probably a dozen berries on each stem, though design weakness disallow^s 
an exact count on this particular specimen. Small bow at bottom, moderately open 
at top, WTeath ends curl up. Fraction near top of center of wreath, numerals tall 
and well formed, widely spaced from the thin horizontal fraction bar. DOLLAR 
beneath fraction, widely but evenly spaced, berry immediately after R. 

Edge: Plain. 
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Elusive 1882 Indian Half Dollar 
BG-1077, High Rarity-6 
Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 


967 1882 Round 500. BG-1077. Indian Head. Rarity-6+. MS-63 

(PCGS) . Young Head variety. Deep and lustrous orange-gold with 
somewhat reflective fields and satiny, mattelike devices. A glorious 
coin for the grade, with eye appeal and physical stature that go well 
beyond the assigned grade. Speaking of the assigned grade, MS-63, 
as represented here, is the finest grade assigned to any example of 
this variety by PCGS. According to Bob Leonard, X-Ray flores- 
cence reveals that BG-1077 is a variety that is gold plated on silver 
and copper, and he goes on to note that this variety is “frequently on 
slightly defective granular planchets.’’ A lovely example of a rare va- 
riety, one of the finest currently certified. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

Maker: Nast, Greenzweig &: Co., San Francisco. 

Obverse: Small or “Young” Indian head to left, 13 well-formed, five-pointed 
stars around bust, date high below truncation, 1 with long diagonal upper serif, 
date numerals widely but evenly spaced. 

Reverse: Large bountiful wreath nearly closed at the top, fraction, denomi- 
nation, and CAL within wTeath. Six triple leaf groups per stem, 13 berries per 
stem. Fraction high near top of wreath, numerals thin and well made, horizontal 
fraction. DOLLAR at center, numerals somewhat widely yet evenly spaced, D 
broadly repunched, top of R opposite of inner berry. CAL at bottom of center, 
letters widely but evenly spaced. 

Edge: Plain. 

Die State II: Heavy reverse clash marks. Clash marks are also noted on the 
obverse. 

Another Rare 1882 BG-1077 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 


968 1882 Round 500. BG-1077. Indian Head. Rarity-6+. MS-63 

(PCGS). Lustrous bright yellow gold with distinctive olive high- 
lights on the high points. A second choice Mint State example of 
this rare issue, one that should elicit equally strong bidding activity 
from the underbidders on the preceding lot. 

PCCiS Population: 4; none finer. 

Maker: Nast, Greenzweig A.' Co., San Francisco. 

Obverse: Same as above. 

Reverse: Same as above. 

Edge; Same as above. 

Die State II: Same as above. 


Popular 1871-G Liberty Head $1 


969 1871-G Octagonal $1. BG-1109. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 

63 (PCGS). Lustrous yellow gold with honey and ohve highlights. 
Prooflike fields and frosty motifs form a faint but pleasing cameo 
contrast. Scarcer in Mint State than its Rarity-4- status indicates. 

PCGS Population: 11; 3 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Maker: Robert B. Gray ^ Co., 1858-71, successors to Antoine Louis 
Nouizillec. 

Obverse: Large, stocky head of Liberty to left, 13 stars around, G markers 
mark immediately beneath truncation, date immediately beneath maker’s mark. 
First obverse star points directly to point of Liberty’s bust, inner point of star 10 
nearly touches hair bun. Date numerals widely spaced, 18 somew'hat higher than 
7, 7 lower than following 1. 

Reverse: CAL GOLD, around a small, scant wreath, four triple leaf groups 
on each stem, tvvo pairs of berries on each stem, oblique double bow at bottom of 
wreath. Denomination with a large 1 at top of wreath, DOLLAR in smaller letters 
at center of wTeath, R low. 

Edge: Widely reeded. 

Die State I: No obverse die crack. 

Choice Uncirculated 1873 Indian Head $1 



970 1873 Octagonal $1. BG-1123. Indian Head. Rarity-4+. MS- 

63 (PCGS). Deep and rich yellow gold mirrors surround frosty 
yellow motifs. A grand example of the desirable Indian Head gold 
SI format. This type is known to be struck on yellow gold plated 
planchets with a “baser core,” according to Bob Leonard’s research. 
Only a few examples of this variety have received a finer grade from 
PCGS, a fact worth noting when your bidding strategy is planned 
for this lot. 

PCGS Population: 9; 7 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Small Indian portrait to left, 13 five-pointed scars around, stars five, 
six, nine, 10 and 12 attached to dentils, stars six and seven attached by thin die lines 
to feathers in headdress. Date below bust, 1 and 8 wider chan 873, 8 higher than 
the other three numerals. 

Reverse: CALIFORNIA GOLD, arcs above a bountiful but small wreath, 
nearly closed at the cop, small bow at bottom. Several groups of leaves on both 
sides give the WTeath a bushy appearance, 13 berries per wTeath stem. Denomina- 
tion within wreath, a large 1 at the top, with a dot and two elongated diamonds in 
a pattern below the numeral, DOLLAR beknv that, letters nicely formed and 
evenly spaced, inverted five-pointed star below DOLLAR, bow beneath star. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 

Die State I: Perfect reverse die, crack not yet formed. 
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Choice Uncirculated 1875 Indian Octagonal $1 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 


971 1875 Octagonal $1. BG-1126. Indian Head. Rarity-5. MS-64 

(PCGS). Bright orange-gold with frosty motifs and heavily mir- 
rored fields. Splashes of rich, deep orange accentuate the reverse 
details. An exemplary example of a moderately rare variety, the 
present coin being one of three examples of the variety certified as 
MS-64 by PCGS, with none certified finer! Bob Leonard noted 
that this variety is typically struck on planchets that are “yellow gold 
plated over baser core.” A tiny gold dollar that packs a colossal amount 
of eye appeal. 

PCGS Population; 4; none finer. 

Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Small, distinctive Indian portrait to left, 13 five-pointed stars around, 
first four and final four stars distant from dentils, upper five stars are close or touching 
dentils, uppermost star repunched. Die line backward from Indian’s lip to cheek 
area. Date beneath bust, numerals much closer to bust than dentils below, nicely 
formed (though somewhat crude), 5 lower than other three numerals. 

Reverse: CALIFORNIA GOLD arcs above a thin but bountiful wreath, 
nearly closed at the top. Seven triple leaves per stem, 1 1 berries left, 1 2 berries 
right, small bow and knot at bottom ofwieath. Denomination as 1 high in the top 
of the wreath, dot and elongated diamond design below, DOLLAR nicely formed 
and evenly spaced, D perhaps slightly smaller than the other letters. A berry oppo- 
site D, another berry opposite R. Inverted five-pointed star below the denomina- 
tion. The reverse is shattered, which probably resulted in an early discard of the 
die, thereby accounting for the rarity of the variety today. 

Edge: Plain 

Choice Uncirculated 1875 Octagonal Indian $1 


972 1875 Octagonal $1. BG-1127. Indian Head. Rarity-4. MS-63 

(PCGS). Bright, rich yellow gold with deeply mirrored fields and 
frosty motifs. A whisper of bright orange iridescence graces the re- 
verse. Struck on a planchet that is “yellow gold plated over reddish 
9K gold,” according to Bob Leonard’s research. An example of this 
variety was presented to the American Numismatic Society on April 
20, 1907 by Daniel Parish, Jr. 

PCGS Population: 9; 10 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Same as BG-1126. 

Reverse: Similar to BG-1126, here the uppermost inner leaf touches the up- 
per serif of the 1 in the denomination. 

Edge: Crudely reeded. 


Choice Mint State Indian Octagonal $1 
Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 


973 1876/5 Octagonal $1. BG-1129. Indian Head. Rarity-4. MS- 

64 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous olive-gold with deeply mirrored 
fields and lightly frosted motifs. A lovely example of a very popular 
issue, one that is among the finest certified by PCGS; one glance 
will verify the quality of the present coin. According to the latest 
edition of the Breen-Gillio reference, BG-1 129 is struck on planchets 
made of “yellow gold plated over baser core (gold? silver?). “This 
variety was discovered by Augustus G. Fdeaton sometime before April 
1908. 

PCGS Population: 12; none finer. 

Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Same as BG-1126, here the date has been altered in the die. 

Reverse: Same as BG-1 1 27, with reverse altered by maker, now' showing e.x- 
tra berries at bow and ragged extra leaves. 

Edge: Plain. 

Another Mint State 1876/5 Indian Octagonal $1 


974 1876/5 Octagonal $1. BG-1129. Indian Head. Rarity-4. MS- 

62 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with reflective fields and frosty 
motifs. Splashes of rich orange iridescence adorn the design motifs. 
Another pleasing Uncirculated example of this popular variety. 
Maker: Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco. 

Obverse: Same as above. 

Reverse: Same as above. 

Edg e: Same as above. 
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PATTEl^N COINS 

With almost 100 lots of pattern coins, specialists in this series 
should carefully examine the pages to follow - they are filled with 
high-grade examples of popular issues and extrcffie rarities, the sort of 
Items that are perhaps offered once in a lifetime! As an appropriate 
foil to the Larry Steve collection, many fine small cent patterns are 
offered, including a beautiflil gem Proof 1865 cent in nickel Two 
rare 1873 trime patterns use the regular issue dies, but were struck in 
copper and aluminum. Rarities, these! An exceptional group offive- 
cent patterns follow, including “nickeR patterns and an 1864 half 
dime struck in nickel alloy. A Morgan dime in silver and a Liberty by 
the Seashore in copper will excite specialists, and larger denomina- 
tion patterns include many once-in-a-lifetime highlights. The 1872 
Amazonian quarter in silver is a classic, particularly in Proof-65 grade, 
this being the finest known! The popular Indian Princess design is 
here seen on half dollars and dollars alike, in a wide range of metals. 
The section of pattern dollars is exceptional - it will have to speak for 
itself, as a highlight listing would simply duplicate the catalogue list- 
ings! As patterns are coming into their own, especially with the new 
8th edition of the Judd book (rewritten by Q. David Bowers) com- 
ing out soon, these pieces will be immediately absorbed into collec- 
tions — we hope that yours is among them! Catalogue descriptions 
are by Frank Van Valen and Andrew W. Pollock, III, noted pattern 
expert and one of our consultants. 

1853 Liberty Head Pattern Cent 
Struck in German Silver 



975 1853 pattern cent. Liberty Head design from the gold $2.50. 

Judd-151, Pollock-178. Rarity-5. Proof-63 (NGC). German 
silver or nickel alloy (German silver being a general term without 
precise definition). Reeded edge. The obverse is from a standard 
production die of the 1853 quarter eagle. The reverse is from a pat- 
tern die featuring the denomination ONE CENT in wreath. At- 
tractively toned in shades of blue, violet, and gold. Close examina- 
tion reveals a scattering of spots and flecks consistent with the grade, 
not unusual for the v’ariety. This is a true pattern, not a numismatic 
creation, and was struck for strictly utilitarian purposes. Although 
this and other e.xamples are commonly graded as Proofs, they wTre 
not made from highly polished dies. 

Bcgiinung m 1850 the Mint issued several different varieties of one-cent pat- 
terns in connection with its attempt to find a substitute for the bulky large cents 
that were still in circulation. Mint officials and the Treasury Department felt that 
the old ‘large" copper cent was too cumbersome to use and too expensive to manu- 
facture. During the ensuing years many dilTerent reduced-diameter patterns were 
made of various alloys and utilizing several different motifs. The solution was fi- 
nally achieved in 1H57. when copper-nickel Flying Eagle cents entered into the 
channels ofcommerce, these depicting on their obverse the bird created by Chris- 
ti.in Crobrecht for the 183f> Liberty Seated dollar reverse. 


Popular 1854 Pattern “Large” 



976 1854 pattern “Large” cent. J-160, P-187. Rarity-4. Proof-66 

BN (NGC). Copper. Plain edge. Obverse and reverse types similar 
to the regular-issue type, but without stars around Liberty’s por- 
trait. Reflective chocolate brow'n surfaces with deep electric blue 
iridescence in the protected areas. A popular piattern issue that is 
closely reminiscent of the circulating large cents of era, but on a 
slightly smaller planchet and with a noticeably different reverse style. 

The diameter and weight are reduced in comparison with the regular-issue 
ty'pe; another entry in the field of experiments by the Mint to make the bulky and 
cumbersome cent denomination more convenient for public commerce. Then as 
well as now the cent was the most ubiquitous coin on the American scene. 



977 1854 pattern “Large” cent. J-160, P-187. Rarity-4. MS-64 BN 

(NGC). Copper or bronze. Plain edge. Similar to the regular issue 
type, but without stars around Miss Liberty’s portrait. Warm uni- 
form chocolate brown toning enhances both surfaces. 

Although this coin is graded as Mint State it is no different from those that 
have been called Proofs; all are from the same die pair and in the same state. 



978 1854 pattern “Large” cent. J-161, P-187. Rarity-4. MS-60 RB 

(ANACS). Copper or bronze. Plain edge. Variety as preceding. 
Sharply struck and partially brilliant with blushes and splashes of 
blue and tan. 

Listed as “original” on the ANACS label indicating that the weight falls in the 
range of 90 to 100 grains, rather than 113 to 114 grains, occasionally seen for re- 
strikes. 
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Pattern 1858 Flying Eagle Cent 

Ornamental Shield Reverse 


979 1858 pattern Flying Eagle cent, J -193, Pollock-236. Rarity- 

5. Proof-63 (NGC). Cupro-nickel. Plain edge. The obverse is 
the standard Flying Eagle die used for the regular issue circulation 
strikes of the date. The reverse has an open-topped oak wreath, 
laurel sprigs and arrows at bottom, ornamental shield at top. A 
sharply struck example with strong lustre and rich rose iridescence. 
A few faint flecks are seen, chiefly on the reverse. No doubt one 
of the coins that began life in the 12-piece small cent Proof offer- 
ings made up by the Mint and offered to collectors at the time. All 
things considered, a nice example of a popular issue, one that has 
been “adopted” by mainstream collectors of Flying Eagle and In- 
dian cents. 

Popular 1858 Indian Cent Pattern 


980 1858 pattern Indian cent. J-211, P-262. Rarity-4. Proof-63 

(NGC). Copper-nickel. Plain edge. The obverse is the type adopted 
for regular-issue coinage in 1859. The reverse has an unadorned oak 
wreath, nearly closed at top. Lustrous medium gold with pale rose 
and blue iridescences on the obverse, with vibrant splashes of or- 
ange, pale violet, and pale blue on the reverse. A popular adjunct to 
the Indian cent series, a pattern issue that has long since been col- 
lected along with the regular-issue Indian cents. 

Rare 1859 J-231 Pattern Cent 

Struck in Copper or Bronze 


(2x photo) 

981 1859 pattern Indian cent. J-231, P-274. Rarity-7+. Proof-64 

BN (PCGS). Copper or bronze. Plain edge. Regular-issue dies of 
the normal style, date numerals from a four-digit logotype, arranged 
in a gentle arc. This lovely coin displays partially faded mint red 
despite the BN designation on the PCGS label. Blushes of appeal- 
ing iridescent blue, violet, and green can be seen in the fields. 


While the tirciimstaiices surrounding its creation are not known, it is likely 
the case that this was produced as a numismatic delicacy rather than a pattern. 

Although the Mint experimented with bronze in the 1850s, n()thing came of 
the matter at the time, and the new small cents of 1856-1857 were struck m a 
special copper-nickel alloy. 

Among small cents, the first serious involvement with bronze was in 1863 at 
which time the J-299 coins were struck. Concerning the present piece, as it is 
encapsulated we cannot weigh it, to see ifit is on a 48-grain planchet as adopted in 
1864, or on a planchet of some other weight, it would be exceedingly useful if the 
leading certification services would at least add the weight in grains on the labels 
of newly certified coins, thus providing useful knowledge for attribution and study. 

With regard to copper vs. bronze, the Judd text lists both for this die pair, 
copper as J-230 and bronze as j-231. Determining the difference is a matter of 
elemental analysis involving a scientific laboratory. Whether this piece was so tested 
by the certification service is not known to us. Ifit was not tested, it might be J- 
230. 

Choice Proof Pattern 1864 Indian Cent 

Struck in Copper, Thick Planchet 


982 1864 pattern Indian cent. J-356a, P-427. Rarity- 6 +. Proof-64 

RB (NGC) . Copper. Plain edge. Thick planchet. Struck from regu- 
lar-issue dies, without Longacre’s initial “L” on the obverse. Vivid 
red-violet surfaces support frosty motifs and mirrored fields. Some 
faint flecks are seen under low magnification. Struck on a planchet 
the thickness of the standard issue Copper-nickel “white” cents then 
current in everyday commerce. An extremely popular pattern issue 
with Indian cent specialists. 

Obverse: Regular die, widiout designer’s initial, L, as used for circulation 
strikes. 

Reverse: Regular die as used for circulation strikes. 

Various pattern strikings of Indian cents were produced in 1864, chiefly, it 
seems, for the purpose of testing various metallic compositions in the small cent 
format. In addition to the thick planchet copper type offered here, the Mint also 
struck patterns in copper alloy (13 parts copper, 1 part aluminum; Judd-353), cop- 
per alloy (19 parts copper, 1 part aluminum, called “oroide” byjudd; Judd-354), 
copper alloy (9 parts copper, 1 part aluminum; Judd-355), bronze Qudd-355a), 
copper alloy (9 parts copper, 1 part tin; Judd-356), copper Qudd-356a, as offered 
here), and cupro-nickel 0udd-356b). 

Impressive Gem Proof 1865 Pattern \<t 


(2x photo) 

983 1865 pattern Indian cent. Plain 5. J- 4 O 65 P-475. Rarity- 6 -. 

Proof-65 (PCGS). Nickel. Plain edge. A frosty, lustrous matte- 
like specimen with surfaces readily reminiscent of the nickel three- 
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cent pieces ot the s^ime date. A whisper of pale gold enhances the 
lightly retlective fields and frosted moths. Sharply struck and thor- 
oughly appealing despite a few scattered, faint flecks on both sides. 
This belongs in your Indian cent set! 

Obverse: From the same die used to strike the circulating bronze issues des- 
ignated Snovv-1; repunchmg at upper serif of 1 and within loops of 8, also at the 
top of the 5 in date. 

Reverse; From the reverse die used to strike circulaung bronze cents of the 
date, specifically Siiow-l ; a raised die lump is seen on the N in ONE. In the latest 
edition of Snow reference, author Hck Snow makes note of the fact that this 
^punched date variet) was originally listed in Breen’s E/icyr/opcditi (1988) as an 
1865 4 Overdate. Snow goes on to note that the attribution was later changed to 
Plain 5 Over Fancy 5 in the 1992 edition of the Snow reference. That attribution 
was later questioned by Larry R. Steve (whose collection w^e offer elsew'here in 
this catalogue), that argument focusing on the shape of the Plain 5 and Fancy 5 
digits. Later in the variew’s description. Snow notes “This die is also found on 
some nickel alloy patterns. It is very unusual to find a die that was used to strike 
Proof qualiw patterns to be returned to service to strike business strikes.” 

1866 Indian Cent Struck in Copper Nickel 


(2.x photo) 

984 1866 pattern Indian cent. J-456, P-530. Rarity-6+. MS-65 

(NGC). Copper nickel. Plain edge. Regular-issue dies. A splendid 
lustrous gem example exhibiting just a whisper of delicate irides- 
cence. Presumably produced expressly for the coin collector trade, 
as were indeed many patterns coined during the era. Certainly among 
the finest known survivors of the variety. 

In the past several years we have witnessed a vastly increased interest in pat- 
terns and numismatic delicacies in the Indian Head cent series, a demand fueled in 
no small part by the enthusiasm engendered by the Fly-In Club and its journal, 
Lou^dcrc's Ledj^er, in step with several excellent books and studies on the series — by 
Larry Steve, whose collection we showcase elsewhere in this catalogue, and by the 
illustrious scries of books created by Rick Snow-. 

When this lovely copiyvr-nkkcl 1866 Indian cent crosses the block w'e e.xpect to 
see quite a few bids, and deservedly so. 

j.W. Scott was perhaps the first to print extensive listings of numismatic rari- 
ties in the Indian cent series, with post- 1864 copper-nickel cents being including 
among cents in his otTerings of coins for sale in the waning decades of the 

19th century. Such pieces were not designated as patterns by Scott, but appeared 
to be nornul issues, but very rare. 



(2x photo) 

985 1868 Liberty Head pattern cent. J-605, P-670. Rarity-6. 

Proof-64 (NGC). Nickel. Plain edge. The obverse has the Liberty 
motif featured on regular-issue nickel three-cent pieces of the era. 
The reverse wreath is the type employed on regular-issue gold dol- 
lars and three-dollar pieces of the 1860s through the 1880s, and ear- 
lier used on Flying Eagle cents. Mostly brilliant with just a hint of 
gold at the rims. The obverse shows considerable cameo contrast. 

This coin is part of a suite of minor issues (cent, nickel three-cents, nickel five 
cents) employing the common design of a Liberty’ Head on the obverse and the 
denomination expressed as a Roman numeral on the reverse. The idea lingered, 
and in 1869 related patterns were made. 

Although today we prefer distinctive designs for each of the several (and very 
few) denominations of coins being made, in the 19th century the Mint seemed to 
prefer sameness — as in common motifs used for all of the Liberty Seated silver 
denominations from the half dime to the dollar, and as a common motif for the $1 
and $3 gold and, separately, another common design for the $2.50, $5, and $10 
gold. The policy was not particularly unusual and, for example, the coins of En- 
gland usedjust a few coiimion designs spread across a large number of denomina- 
tions. 

Very Rare 1868 Liberty Head 
Pollock’s Variety I 


(2x photo) 

986 1868 Liberty Head pattern cent. J-609, P-674. Rarity-7+. 

Proof-63 RB (PCGS). Copper. Plain edge. The Liberty Head 
motif is similar in style to the device featured on nickel three-cent 
pieces. The reverse simply has a Roman numeral 1 in a wreath to 
indicate the denomination. Perhaps 40% mint red with blushes of 
vivid blue and violet in the remaining areas. A lov’ely coin. 

Two minor varieties ofj-6()9 are listed in the Pollock reference; the preseiidy 
offered piece is “Variety 1,” distinguished by having the 1 in the date closer to the 
central motif than to the border. On Variety 11 the 1 in the date is centered be- 
tween the motif and border. 
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Pattern 1869 “Small” Cent in Nickel 



(2x photo) 

987 1869 pattern cent. J-666, P-742. Rarity-6. Proof-66 CAM 

(NGC). Nickel. Plain edge. The obverse is very similar to the cir- 
culating nickel three-cent pieces of the era, but much smaller. The 
reverse features a laurel wreath with unadorned Roman numeral 1 
at the center, siimlar in appearance to the circulating nickel three- 
cent pieces of the date. Satiny devices contrast in a pleasing manner 
with the mirrored fields. While the design resembles the circulating 
nickel three-cent pieces of the date, the size is more akin to that of 
the silver half dimes of the era. A delightfully lustrous gem with a 
huge amount of eye appeal for such a tiny coin. 

The obverse of the present coin seems to be from a collapsing die; a semi- 
circular “crease” is noted at the bases of STATES OF, which then terminates in 
the field just shy of AM. 


Blazing Red Gem 1881 Pattern l0 



(2x photo) 

988 1881 Liberty Head pattern cent. J-1666, P-1866. Rarity-6+. 

Proof-65 RD (NGC). Copper. Plain Edge. Obverse and reverse 
motifs similar to those featured on Liberty Head nickels of 1883 and 
later years. The denomination on the reverse is simply expressed by 
the Roman numeral I. A blazing gem example certain to delight 
even the “fussiest” pattern specialist, and certainly among the finest 
extant examples of the variety. 

As pattern specialists know well, finding truly choice examples of bronze and 
copper issues is a formidable challenge — ^as so many have been cleaned, recolored, 
etc. Accordingly, although a piece may be Rarity-6+, as here, the availability of 
“lovely to look at, lovely to hold” specimens of the caliber of our coin may well be 
a higher order, such as Rarity-7. 


Popular Pattern 1863 20 
Motto GOD OUR TRUST 



989 1863 GOD OUR TRUST pattern two-cent piece. J-312, P- 

377. Rarity-4. Proof-65 RB (PCGS). Copper or bronze. Plain 
edge. At a quick glance this coin is similar to the adopted type of 
1864, but close inspection reveals the motto GOD OUR TRUST 
on the obverse, instead of the adopted IN GOD WE TRUST On 
the reverse the essential design elements are the same as adopted for 
circulation in 1 864, except that the word CENTS is more curved in 
Its arrangement. Perhaps 10% mint red fading to olive tan. Blushes 
of blue and maroon iridescence enhance both surfaces. Only a tiny 
proportion of surviving examples could match the splendid quality 
offered here. Once again, quality is emphasized — an aspect that is 
highly important for sophisticated bidders and buyers. 



990 1863 GOD OUR TRUST pattern two-cent piece. J-312, P- 

377. Rarity-4. Proof-64 BN (NGC). Copper or bronze. Plain 
edge. Variety as preceding, a reprise offering of this numismatically 
significant issue. Olive surfaces, with hints of faded orange, sea green, 
and blue. A perpetual favorite with both pattern specialists and two- 
cent collectors. 


1865 20 Piece in Copper-Nickel 



991 1865 pattern t^vo-cent piece. J-409, P-478. Rarity’-6+. Proof-64 

(PCGS). Copper-nickel. Plain edge. Regular-issue dies, with “Plain 
5" in date. Partially brilliant surfaces, fading to tan. Magnification re- 
veals some faint die polishing lines as made, and a few minute fiecks can 
be seen. A rare variety' listed as Rarity'-7 in the Pollock rcterence, 
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\ ‘wow com tor the speculiNt m two-cem pieces.jiist as a copper-nickel cent 
ot this cliie would be a dazzling acquisition for a specialist in that series. Struck as a 
nuniisniatic delicacT to please some 19th century dealer or collector. Exceedingly 
rare today — a good reminder that m the pattern senes the opportunity to acquire 
a piece is often as iniponant as the price paid, for in time the market seems to make 
everything turn out right. 


Pattern 1868 Nickel 30 



992 1868 pattern nickel three-cent piece. J-618, P-687. Rarity- 

5. Proof-64 CAM (PCGS). Nickel. Plain edge. The obverse is 
very similar to the circulation strikes of the denomination but on a 
larger scale. The reverse is also very similar to that of the circulat- 
ing issue, but without the vertical lines in the uprights of the de- 
nomination. Lightly frosted motifs and mirror fields display warm 
golden highlights. A popular issue with those who enjoy the 
“oddbaU” denominations put forth by the mint. Essentially the 
same as the circulating nickel three-cent pieces of the date, but 
here in a larger format. 



993 1869 enlarged-diameter pattern nickel three-cent piece. J- 

676, P-753. Rarity-5. Proof-63 (PCGS). Nickel. Plain edge. 
Similar to the regular-issue type, but with the diameter etilargcd to 
approximately one-cent piece size. On the reverse the “f’ elements 
in the Roman numeral III are smooth rather than ribbed. Essen- 
tially brilliant surfaces, with just a hint of gold. Close examination 
reveals a few minor spots and flecks, fairly typical for this and related 
issues in nickel alloy. 

Here at American Niiiiusiuatic Rarities orders have been pouring in for the 
new ( 'tiitcd States: Patterns book, billed as the 8th edition of the Judd classic, but 
with a virtually completely rewritten text by Q. David Bovvers, plus important 
technical and research notes by Saul Teichman, plus comprehensive prices (in three 
different grades, plus auction citations) gathered by Bob Hughes. 

If as you read these words in our catalogue you have not yet reserved your 
copy, please do so now. Yours will be among the first to be shipped, expected to be 
in early August if all production schedules are met (the project is impressive and 
immense!). 


Desirable 1870 Liberty Seated Trime 

A Specialist’s Delight! 



(2x photo) 

994 1870 pattern silver three-cent piece. J-799, P-886. Rarity-6+, 

Proof-64 BN (NGC). Copper. Reeded edge. Obverse wdth Wil- 
liam Barber’s novel Liberty Seated motif facing left. The reverse has 
the regular-issue trime design. Attractive uniform chocolate brown 
surfaces. Most design features arc sharp. Only a handful of examples 
arc identified including at least three impounded in major public 
collections located in Connecticut and Nebraska. 

For the pattern specialist this is a delight, a “must have“ variety. Only a few 
Liberty Seated varieties were ever produced in connection with the silver three- 
cent or trime series. 

In 1870 there was no serious thought being given to striking silver three-cent 
pieces of this design. The denomination had not circulated (except in the West) 
since early 1862, and, soon (in 1873) it w’ould be abolished altogether. The present 
variety w^as created by taking a Standard Silver fu>v-cent silver die and combining it 
with the reverse of a regular trime, to create a special coin for the numismatic 
trade. 


Gem Proof-65 1873 Pattern Copper 30 

Regular Proof Dies 
Exceedingly Rare and Very Choice! 



(2x photo) 


995 1873 pattern nickel three-cent piece, regular Proof dies. J- 

1260, P-1402. Rarity-7+. Proof-65 RD (PCGS). Copper. Plain 
edge. Regular-issue obverse and reverse dies. Close 3 in date. A blaz- 
ing gem example with fiery mint red fields and hints of blue and 
violet on the high points. Certainly one ot the finest examples ot 
this extremely rare variety. Seldom do more that one or two speci- 
mens cross the auction block during the course ot a decade. 

Please take notice of our comments regarding the hidden rarity of really “nice*’ 
copper pattern coins. Assigned rarity ratings by Judd, Pollock, et ai, are one thing, 
and the availability off/ieiVc specimens is often something else entirely. 
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Exceedingly Rare Aluminum 1873 Trime 

Buy it or (possibly) forget it! 

Pollock: Only one appearance! 



996 1873 pattern trime. J-1263, P-1405. Rarity-7 + . Proof-66 

(PCGS). Aluminum. Plain edge. Regular-issue dies. Fully brilliant 
surfaces with bold cameo contrast. Most design features are boldly 
defined, save for a few of the reverse stars. The fact that Pollock was 
able to account for only one example ofJ-1263 in his 1994 pattern 
reference attests to the extreme rarity of this variety. 

As to the significance of this specimen, we could remark that the Proof-66 
grade is superb and that quality-wise the coin is a winner. However, its greatest 
importance lies in its absolute, unquestioned, formidable, daunting rarity. It may 
be the case that ifyou do not buy this example ofJ-1263, you can forget about ever 
owning one! Unless, of course, the lucky buyer of this lot wants to take a profit. 

Presumably issued as part of a complete 1873 aluminum Proof set; alwnimwi 
strikings in all other denominations from bronze through gold have been recorded 
for the year. 

Gem Proof 1866 Washington 5^ 



997 1866 Washington pattern five-cent piece. J-461, P-535. Rar- 

ity-6. Proof-65 (PCGS). Nickel. Plain edge. Obverse with a bust 
ofWashiiigton facing right, after Jean Antoine Houdon’s 1785 sculp- 
ture. UNITED STATES OF AMEIUCA around border. The re- 
verse has the denomination “5 CENTS” in a wreath. Both surfaces 
display pale pewter gray toning with delicate gold, blue, and violet 
highlights. Notable for being one of the first U.S. pattern varieties 
to portray the portrait of a president. Worth a generous bid from 
the Washingtoniana collector and pattern specialist alike. Survivors 
are seldom seen this nicely preserved. 

In grossly altered form (with ridiculous hair curls added proimnently) the 
Houdon bust is familiar today on the obverse of the Washington quarter dollar. 
Perhaps Coin World and Numismatic News should each issue rallying calls for the 
Mint to un-tamper with this classic portrait, and return the Father of C3ur Coun- 
try to the appearance he had in 1932 when the Washington quarter made its de- 
but. And, while these highly esteemed numismatic newspapers are at it (if, indeed, 
they pick up the suggestion), it would be nice to return Abe Lincoln to the way 
that Victor David Brenner presented him in 1909. 


Desirable Proof 1866 Pattern 50 

Another Specimen 



998 1866 Washington pattern five-cent piece. J-461, P-535. Rar- 

ity-6. Proof-62 (PCGS). Nickel. Plain edge. Obverse and reverse 
as preceding. Mostly brilliant with blushes of pale gold and lilac. 
Both surfaces exhibit attractive cameo contrast. Another chance to 
acquire this attractive and very popular issue. 

Rare J-469 Washington Pattern 50 

IN GOD WE TRUST 


(2x photo) 

999 1866 Washington pattern five-cent piece. J-4695 P-561. Rar- 

ity-7. Proof-62 RB (PCGS). Copper or bronze. Plain edge. Wash- 
ington Head obverse as preceding, but with IN GOD WE TRUST 
at the border. Reverse with numeral ”5” in a wreath. Perhaps 20% 
brilliant, with blushes of blue, violet, and sea green. Spotting in front 
of Washington’s face, as illustrated, is probably all that prevented 
PCGS from assigning a substantially higher grade. A very rare vari- 
ety with fewer than a dozen examples beheved to exist, at least one 
of which is permanently (presumably) impounded in a museum 
collection. 


Rare “Dutch 5” 1866 Shield 50 



(2.\ photo) 


1000 1866 “Dutch 5” pattern fivx-cent piece. J-491, P-578. Rar- 
ity-7-. Proof-64 BN (PCGS). Copper or bronze. Plain edge. The 
obverse is similar to the adopted "‘Shield" wpQ. but with the date 
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diviik'd '■ IS (><>" by the ball t'lnial at the bottom of the shield. The 
reverse teacures a numeral “5’' wnhin a wreath. Judd refers to the 
distinctive denomination numeral as a “Dutch 5/’ a term retained 
111 the newly published 8th edition ofjudd. Attractive golden brown 
surfaces with some faint hints of steel blue. 

Both thin and thick plaiichet r\ pes are known for the variety', but it’s iinpos- 
sible to ascertain which type is otTcred here without breaking the PCGS holder. 
Again, on behalf of the large and ever-growing coinniunity of pattern coin enthu- 
siasts, we present the plea that certification services list the weights of patterns on 
their labels. In fact, a wide-awake certification service might well consider what 
other services it can otTer, besides grade numbers, to sophisticated buyers. It has 
been our e.xperience that advanced numismatists really on information and 
details! 

We aren't sure why the 5 on the reverse is “Dutch,” and the next time an 
American Numismatic Rarities statTer goes to Holland he or she will have to see if 
similarly -sty led digits can be found on signs, etc. 


ing at the centers changes to blue peripherally, and then to gold at 
the rims. 

Patterns of the nickel five-cent series exist in many dilTerent varieties dated 
1865 up to and including 1883. While some are great rarities, the acquisition of at 
least one impression from each die (but not combination) is within the realm of 
practicality. Our present offering will give you a running start in that direction! 

1867 Liberty Head Pattern Nickel 

J-570 in Nickel Alloy 



Gem Proof 1866 Pattern 50 
Judd-498, Rarity-7 
Finest Certified by PCGS 



(2\ photo) 


1001 1866 pattern five cents. J-498, P-584. Rarity-7. Proof-65 RB 

(PCGS). Copper-bronze. Plain edge. The obverse features a fed- 
eral shield with cross atop and olive leaves to either side, and with 
crossed arrow’s below. IN GOD WE TRUST arches above the shield 
in tiny letters, while the date below the shield is separated by the ball 
of the shield. The reverse is the die used to coin the regular-issue 
nickel Shield five-cent pieces of the date. Splashes of red-violet and 
gold combine with pale blue and rose in a flashy rainbow of bright 
iridescence. The mediiiin brown surfaces are deeply mirrored, and 
the devices are lightly frosted. A popular rarity that is v’cry similar 
overall to regular-issue Shield nickels of the date, including the rays 
on the reverse. A prize for the specialist within the denomination. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 


1867 Liberty Head Pattern Nickel 

J-566 in Nickel Alloy 



1002 1867 Liberty' Head pattern five-cent piece. J-566, P-627. Rar- 

ity-6. Proof-64 (PCGS). Nickel. Plain edge. Obv'erse with head 
of Liberty resembling that featured on nickel three-cent pieces of 
the era. Fkeverse with CT.NTS arranged in a straight line. Pink ton- 


1003 1867 Liberty Head pattern five-cent piece. J-570, P-638. Rar- 
ity-5+. Proof-64 (PCGS). Nickel. Plain edge. Obverse and re- 
verse types similar to j-566 above, but with a star on Liberty’s coro- 
net and with the word CENTS slightly curved. Sharply struck, with 
pale champagne iridescence on both surfaces. 

PCGS Population: 5; 5 finer (Proof-65 finest). 


1867 Shield 50 in Copper 

Regular Dies, No Rays 



(2.x photo) 


1004 1867 Shield pattern five-cent piece. J-573, P-650. Rarity-6+. 
MS-65 BN (PCGS). Copper. Plain edge. Obverse and reverse are 
regular-issue types, without rays. This example has ‘'Reverse B" as 
designated by Andrew' W. Pollock Ill’s essential reference. United 
States Pattern Coins and Related Issues, and is distinguished by the pres- 
ence of stars pointing to the centers ofE and T in CENTS. Attrac- 
tive tan surfaces with hints of deeper iridescence. 

Although designated as Mint State by the certification service, this and all 
other examples ofJ-573 were struck from Proof dies. 


1868 Liberty Head Pattern 50 

Normal Size Planchet 



1005 1868 Liberty Head pattern five-cent piece. J-623, P-692. Rar- 

ity-5+. Proof-64 (NGC). Nickel. Plain edge. Rcgiilar-iss»ic mzc 
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plaiichct. Obverse witli a Liberty Head in the sryde of tbrce-ceiit 
nickels. Tlie reverse lias “5 CENTS” in a wreath. Pewter gray cen- 
ters cliangc to saffron gold at the borders. A tiny planchet flaw can 
be seen to the right of “5” in the denomination. 

Two ditferciit planchet sizes were employed during production from these 
dies. Regular-issue size planchets are about 0.850 inches in diameter and weigh 
about 75 grains. Broad planchets are about 0.950 inches in diameter and weight 
about 92 grams. 


1868 Liberty Head 50 

Broad Planchet 



(2x photo) 

1006 1868 Liberty Head pattern five-cent piece. J-624, P-693. Rar- 
ity-6. Proof-65 (PCGS). Nickel Plain edge. Broad planchet. 
Designs as described in the preceding listing. The obverse has vivid 
golden toning. The reverse is mostly brilliant, with blushes of gold 
on the high points. A scarce issue made especially desirable by the 
unusual diameter and weight characteristics (see our note under J- 
623 for a comparison of the broad and regular-issue planchet styles). 


Popular J-633 Pattern 50 



1007 1868 Liberty Head pattern five-cent piece. J-633, P-705. Rar- 
ity-5. Proof-63 (NGC). Nickel. Plain edge. High Date. Obverse 
with a Liberty Head having a five-pointed star on her coronet. Re- 
verse with the denomination expressed by the Roman numeral “V”, 
Intermingled silver gray and champagne iridescence, with most de- 
sign features showing bold definition. A few tiny spots and flecks 
are probably all that prevented NGC from assigning a substantially 
higher grade. 

The denomination “V” on the reverse of this and certain other issues (dating 
back toJ-561 of 1867) anticipates the ‘'Without CENTS” nickels of 1883, which 
generated problems when unscrupulous individuals fraudulently gold-plated and 
reeded specimens and then passed them into circulation as half eagles. The story of 
this did(^ is related in Cy David Bowers’ book, More AdtH^iinircs With Riire Cohh. 


Eye-Appealing 1871 Liberty Head 50 
Reversed V in Denomination 
J-1050 in Nickel Alloy 



1008 1871 Liberty Head pattern five-cent piece. J-1050, P-1184. 
Rarity-6. Proof-64 (PCGS). Nickel Plain edge. Obverse with a 
liberty head in the style of nickel three-cent pieces. Reverse with a 
reversed “V” in the denomination (shaded on the right side rather 
than on the left) as illustrated. The satiny devices nicely comple- 
ment the mirror fields. Both surfaces are mostly brilliant with hints 
of gold. A tiny spot by the top of E in CENTS is mentioned more 
for purposes of identification than for any other reason. 

From Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. T sale of the Louis E. 
Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, May 1996, Lot 180. 


Scarce 1871 Liberty Head 50 
Reversed V 
J-1051 in Copper 



1009 1871 Liberty Head pattern five-cent piece. J-1051, P-1185. 
Rarity-5. Proof-64 BN (PCGS). Copper. Plain edge. Obverse 
and reverse types as preceding, including the perplexing use of a 
wrongly-shaded V. Warm golden brown toning with blues of blue, 
violet, and sea green iride.scence. A feast for the eyes! 



1881 Liberty Head Pattern Nickel 50 

Rare Copper Impression 


(2\ photo) 

1010 1881 Liberty Head pattern five-cent piece. J-1672, P-1873. 
Rarity-6+. Proof-64 RB (NGC). Copper. Plain edge (Obverse 
and reverse motifs similar in style to the adopted rvpcs of 1883. Per- 
haps 50% mint red with blushes of delicate blue and \iolct. An aes- 
thetic treat. 

Pattern Ic, 3c and 5c of 1881 were the fiiNt to bear the celebrated Libcrrv 
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HcaJ b\ C harleN h. Barber that Mibsequeiuly appeared on rc^lar-issue 

nukcK coined t'roin 18S3 through 1912, 

In the Judd book, tor patterns of this era the terms a)p/>fr and bronze inc inter* 
changeable. Virtually all “copper” patterns were in fact struck in bronze. 


1882 Copper Pattern Liberty 5^ 



(2x photo) 


1011 1882 pattern Liberty nickel five-cent piece. J-1691, P-1893. 

Rarity-6. Proof-65 BN (NGC). Copper. Plain edge. Obverse and 
reverse types similar to the adopted Liberty Head style of 1883, but 
with minor differences in the arrangement of obverse stars. Deep 
violet and electric blue vie for supremacy' on the rich red surfaces of 
this unusual Liberty nickel pattern. Struck the year before the de- 
sign type saw general production for circulation, but eagerly sought 
by many Liberty mckel specialists as an adjunct to the senes. Defi- 
nitely choice for the grade, and assuredly as lovely as the description 
implies. 


Popular Copper 1882 Liberty 50 Pattern 



(2x photo) 

1012 1882 pattern Liberty nickel five-cent piece. J-1691, P-1893. 


Rarity-6. Proof-62 BN (PCGS). Copper. Plain edge. Obverse 
and reverse ty'pes similar to the adopted Liberty Head style of 1883, 
without CENTS. On the reverse remnants of a stray S can be seen 
111 the field bem-een the S in PLURIBUS and the first U in UNUM. 
I^ecp chocolate brown with underKing lustre and pale chestnut high- 
lights on the high points. A popular issue that often serves as an 
extension of the Liberty nickel series among specialist in that disci- 
pline. In an old-style PCGS holder and a com that may eventually 
see its w'ay to resubniission to that third-party grading organization. 

Obverse: Barber's head of Liberty to left, 13 stars around, date below, virtu- 
ally as adopted for the circulating issues of the following year, 1883. 

Reverse: The “No C ENTS” reverse die as adopted in 1883. 



Rare 1882 Aluminum Shield 50 
The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Specimen 


(2.\ photo) 

1013 1882 pattern Shield nickel five-cent piece. J-1695, P-1897. 
Rarity-7. Proof-65 (PCGS). Aluminum. Plain edge. Obverse and 
reverse are similar to the regular-issue Shield type but without the 
ball at the bottom of the shield. Highly lustrous silver gray devices 
set against deeply nurrored silver gray fields. A great rarity', with 
perhaps as few as three examples currently known to collectors. 
Another grand opportunity^ for advance pattern specialists. Among 
the finest graded by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (Proof-67). 

From Auctions by Bomers and Mereiia, Inc. 'ssale if the Harry W. Bass, 
Jr. Collection, Part I, May 1999, Lot 1061; RARCOA \^sale of the Harry 
X Boosel " Collection, April 1972, Lot 1179. 



Desirable 1883 “Pure Nickel” Pattern 50 

Surprise: Struck in aliimitiuiii! 


(2x photo) 

1014 1883 ‘‘Pure Nickel” pattern five-cent piece. J-1706, P-1910. 

Rarity-7+. Proof-64 Cameo (PCGS). Aluminum. Plain edge. 
The obverse is of the Liberty Head portrait styde, siimlar to the regular 
issue, but with UNITED STATES OF AMERICA surrounding. 
The reverse proclaims within a w'reath that this coin is struck in 
PURE / NICKEL. Houmr, for this specimen, this is hardly the 
case, for it is struck in aluminum! Aren’t patterns fascinating? 

Both surfaces of this lovely coin are fully brilliant, with frost)' devices and 
nicely refiective fields. The die alignment is about 300°, an unusual teamre sug- 
gesting carelessness and perhaps hastiness on the part ot Mint personnel who prx't- 
duced the variety. A tiny Heck near the point of Miss Liberty's bust should serve aN 
a means of future identification, j-1706 is an extremely rare variety which is sel- 
dom offered more than once or tw ice during the course ot a decade, note^ our 
consultant, pattern expert Andrew W. Pollock 111. 
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Gem Proof-65 1883 Liberty Head 50 

75% Nickel, 25% Copper Alloy 


(2x photo) 

1015 1883 pattern Liberty nickel five-cent piece. J-1707, P-1911. 
Rarity-6+. Proof-65 (PCGS). Nickel alloy (magnetic composi- 
tion), Obverse and reverse motifs similar in style to the adopted Lib- 
erty Head type of the year. A blazing, brilliant gem having frosty 
devices and nicely reflective fields. Most design features are sharp 
save for a few leaves near the bottom of the wreath. Microscopic 
planchet granularity is noted at the center of the reverse as made. 

A senes of different experimental compositions for the five-cent denomina- 
tion was evaluated during the year including pure nickel, 75% nickel with 25% 
copper, 50% nickel with 50% copper, and 33% nickel with 67% copper. All tested 
compositions evidently failed to positively impress Mint personnel because the 
standard composition of 25% nickel with 75% copper was retained and is still 
being used at the Mint for nickel coinage production. 

We reiterate our suggestion the collecting one example of each die used to 
strike pattern five cent pieces may be a worthwhile idea for you. This present 
catalogue will give you many opportunities — a delightful combination of varieties 
plus quality. In the future it would be our pleasure at American Numismatic Rari- 
ties to personally work with your “want list” to help you track down needed pieces. 
We dare say that our numismatic staff and consultants (including Andy Pollock) 
have had just about as much experience with pattern coins as any other group of 
people on the planet! 




Extremely Rare J-380 Pattern Half Dime 

Nickel Alloy 




photo) 


1016 1864 pattern half dime. J-380, P-448. Rarity-8. Proof-66 

(NGC). Nickel. Reeded edge. Regular-issue dies. Attractive golden 
toning. The wreath motif displays surprising sharpness, with even 
the tassels showing bold delineation. Possibly from the Proof set in 
nickel offered by the Chapman brothers in their 1906 sale of the 
Harlan P. Smith Collection. King Farouk owned an e.xample (pos- 
sibly the same as that previously owned by Smith) which was of- 
fered m Sotheby’s “Palace Collection” Sale of 1954. 

Among patterns of silver dauvnimuioits struck as numismatic delicacies, those 
in nickel alloy are exceedingly rare in comparison to copper and aluminum im- 
pressions. Generally — but not the case here — the hard nickel alloy did not take the 
die impression very well, and many areas show extensive weakness. Perhaps this 
coin was made with great care for a very speciid customer! 


Rare 1871 J-1069 Pattern Half Dime 



1017 1871 ‘‘Indian Princess” pattern half dime. J-1069, P-1205. 
Rarity-7. Proof-64 RB (PCGS). Copper. Reeded Edge. Obverse 
with Longacre’s celebrated “Indian Princess” design. Regular-issue 
type reverse. The obverse is about 50% mint red fading to blue and 
violet. The reverse is mostly blue and violet wath hints of fiery mint 
brilliance. A very rare variety with a survKing population estimated 
at no more than a dozen pieces. 

James B. Longacre was “six feet under” by 1871, having breathed his last on 
January 1, 1869. However, liis legac)^ was continued with this attractive Indian 
Princess motif, which was not used for pattern coinage during his lifetime. We 
have located no contemporary mention that Gobrecht’s Liberty' Seated design (cre- 
ated in 1835 and first used for coinage on the silver dollar of 1836) was intended to 
be replaced by the Mint in 1871 or any other year around this time. However, if 
this had been done, this entry is one of the more attractive of the era and might 
have been a good candidate. 

Suggestion for Tlw Gobrecht Jotmial: Why not consider publishing an article on 
the variations of Miss Liberty, seated, that were used on pattern coins after 1836? 


Brilliant 1868 “Postage Currency” Dime 



(2x photo) 


1018 1868 “Postage Currency” pattern dime. J-646, P-718. Rar- 
ity-7+. Proof-64 (PCGS). Aluminum. Plain edge. Obverse with 
a shield and inscription EXCHANGED FOR U.S. NOTES. Re- 
verse with a WTeath similar to the regular-issue ty^pe, but including 
the date and a six-pointed star. Mostly brilliant surfaces exhibit a 
scattering of spots, predominantly^ at the peripheries. Only a tiny 
handful of examples exist, two ofwEich arc permanently impounded 
in the Smithsonian Institution. 

Q. David Bow’ers, m die soon-to-be-published 8th edition of Judd, relates 
that the date 1868 w'as due to a die sinker’s error, and that the actual date of mint- 
age w'as 1863, The information is from the excellent research of David Cassel, a 
consultant to Bow'ers and others working on this extensiv'e project, who has made 
the 1863 (usual date on the patterns, cf J-325 and following) Postage Currency 
issues a research specialty^ 
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Popular “Standard Silver” 10^ 


(2x photo) 

1019 1869 “Standard Silver” pattern dime. J-696, P-775. Rarity- 

5. Proof-64 (NGC). Silver. Reeded edge. Liberty Head with cap 
on obverse. The reverse has the denoinination in a wreath with 
STANDARD SILVER above. Brilliant and attractive with a whis- 
per of pale gold at the borders. 

The presently otTered piece is part of the extensive senes of “STANDARD 
SILVER” patterns coined in 1869 and 1870. The intent of the Mint was to use 
coins of this type to replace paper Fractional Currency issues that had been placed 
in circulation beginning in the Civil War years. The coins were to be composed of 
0.900 fine silver alloy, but were to be of reduced weight so as to discourage hoard- 
ing. The new 8th edition of the Judd book gives much worthwhile information 
about the interesting Standard Silver patterns which, of course, were not standurd at 
all — but were anomalous. 


Rare 1869 Pattern 

“Standard Silver” in Copper 
J-704, Rarity-7 



(2x photo) 


1020 1869 “Standard Silver” pattern dime. J-704, P-783. Rarity- 
7. Proof-65 RD (NGC). Copper. Reeded edge. A high degree of 
lustre graces frosty red motifs and evenly mirrored fields. The re- 
verse displays a nuance of rich violet iridescence on the high points 
of the wreath. A lovely gem Proof example of the Standard Silver 
issues, here a ten cent piece is struck in copper. 

The obverse features a finely rendered portrait of L iberty to right unadorned 
ti.ira in hair, hair in bun behind and above tiara, other tresses flowing freely be- 
neath tiara to her shoulder. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA arcs above and 
around Liberty, while IN COD WE TRUS T adorns a fanciful ribbon beneath 
her bust The OD in COD is broadly repunched. On the reverse the design has a 
sm.ill centra! wreath with laurel as the left sprig and oak as the right, STANDARD 
SILVER arcs above the wreath, 10 CENTS on two lines within the wreath, date 
horizontally below wreath. 


Liberty Head “Standard Silver” 10^ 


(2x photo) 

1021 1869 “Standard Silver” pattern dime. J-708, P-787. Rarity- 
5. Proof-63 (NGC). Silver. Reeded Edge. Liberty' is wearing a head 
band on the obverse. The reverse features “10 CENTS” in an oak 
and laurel wreath with STANDAILD SILVER above. Essentially 
brilliant surfaces with hints of gold at the rims. 

The Standard Silver patterns of this era comprise hundreds of different die 
combinations, metals, and edge style variations. However, the assembly of a com- 
plete collection of dies is a challenge that can be address by just about anyone — 
interesting, worthwhile, and affordable. Our present sale will launch you in this 
direction! 

Gem Proof 1870 100 

Judd-833, High Rarity-6 


(2x photo) 

1022 1870 pattern dime. J-833, P-923. Rarity-6+. Proof-65 RB 
(PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. The obverse features William 
Barber’s Liberty Seated motif The reverse is the “cereal wreath” 
type featured on regular-issue dimes of the date. Bursts of lively mint 
red in the recessed areas blend warmly strong violet iridescence. 
Sharply struck and aesthetically appealing. A beautiful Liberty Seated 
de.sign variation in an extraordinary state of preservation. This at- 
tractive design is attributed to William Barber. A beautiful coin by 
all standards. 

Barber’s Seated Liberty motif is a fanciful portrait of Liberty seated and facing 
left, hair tied back with a ribbon, left hand holding an olive branch, nght hand 
resting on a partially hidden federal shield with LIBERTY on a scroll, a liberty and 
Phrygian cap in the background, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA arcs above 
and around Liberty, the date appears belowL 
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Scarce 1870 “Standard Silver” 100 



(2x photo) 


1023 1870 ''Standard Silver” pattern dime. J-849, P-956. Rarity- 
5+. Proof-62 (PCGS). Silver. Reeded edge. Liberty with a head 
band on obverse. The reverse has the date and denomination cen- 
tered in a wreath with STANDARD above. Wisps of steel blue iri- 
descence complement pewter gray surfaces. Hints of gold can be 
seen at the obverse border. 


Elusive 1877 “Sailor Head” 100 



(2x photo) 

1024 1877 “Sailor Head” pattern dime. J-1498, P-1651. Rarity-6+. 
Proof-64 BN (PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. Obverse with Wil- 
liam Barber’s “Sailor Head” version of Liberty facing left. The re- 
verse is the regular-issue wreath design. Perhaps 50% mint red with 
blushes and splashes of blue and violet iridescence. 

The date 1877 is “magic” in numismatics, and few are the market appearances 
of patterns struck in this year. Here is a remarkable opportunity, it would seem! 

The Sailor Head motif first appeared on pattern trade dollars of 1873 (J-1276 
and others), and, modified by adding a ribbon, on 20-cent pieces of 1875, and is 
very similar in style to the Liberty Head on Dana Bickford's pattern eagle minted 
in 1874 (see Judd 1373). Walter Breen opined that the design may have been in- 
spired by Queen Victoria’s “Young Head” coinage, never mind that the good 
monarch was never a sailor in the classic sense, but only by her status as a passenger 
on the royal yacht. 

Actually, the head, with a tiara, not a cap, does not even fancihilly resemble 
anything a sailor might wear, not even in H.M.S, Pitiajore or Show Boat. Presum- 
ably, the peak of the tiara resembles at quick glance, and perhaps after consuming 
a pint of grog, the upturned rim of a sailor’s cap. 


Rare 1879 Pattern “Morgan” Dime 



(2x photo) 


1025 1879 pattern dime. Judd-1586, P-1779. Rarity-6+. Proof-63 
CAM (PCGS). Silver. Reeded edge. The obverse features Morgan’s 
familiar (if somewhat smaller) head of Liberty with UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA arcing around, and with date below bust. 
The reverse has a “Cereal” wreath (wheat, corn, cotton, and to- 
bacco), just open at top, around beaded circle, ONE / DIME at 
center in two lines, E PLURIBUS UNUM arcs above, 13 stars curve 
below, the rightmost star shows definite repunching Frosty motifs 
and mirror fields show a touch of deep golden toning. A lovely piece 
for the assigned grade, with eye appeal that far exceeds its small size. 
This ever-popular pattern type sees steady support from Morgan 
dollar enthusiasts and pattern specialists alike, and we expect that 
same support will be evident when the present piece takes its turn at 
the auction block. 


Famous 1875 “Sailor Head” 200 



(2x photo) 


1026 1875 "Sailor Head” pattern 200. J-1392, P-1535. Rarity-6. 
Proof-64 CAM (NGC). Silver. Plain edge. Frosty motifs and deeply 
mirrored fields exhibit pale, even champagne highlights. An attrac- 
tive example of William Barber's popular design type, referred to as 
the “Sailor Head” by numismatists. Walter Breen once noted that 
Barber’s design profile resembled the portrait on Queen Victoria’s 
“Young Head” coinage. A popular design t\^e, denomination, and 
grade combination for your bidding pleasure. 

The obverse design has William Barber’s “Sailor Head” bust of Liberrv* to left, 
hair tied back in a bun with two ribbon ends. Libcrt\*’s tiara with LIBERTY upon 
It, and an ornate spray at die front of the coronet. Thirteen six-pointed stars around, 
date below. The reverse features a fancy federal shield at center, radiant spray at 
top, olive leaves and arrows at bottom, hollow 20 at center of shield. UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA arches around the shield, CENTS below the shield. 
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Rare 1875 “Liberty at the Seashore” 20y 



(2.\ photo) 

1027 1875 “Seashore” pattern 20-cent piece. J-1397, P-1540, Rar- 


ity-7 +. Proof-64 RB (PCGS). Copper. Plain edge. The obverse 
features a Miss Liberty sitting by the seashore with a side-wheel 
steamship in the background. The denomination on the reverse is 
expressed both as “1/5 OF A DOLLAR'’ and “TWENTY 
CENTS” Perhaps 50% faded mint red with blushes of pink and 
blue in the remaining areas. 

The obverse motif has long been an object of mirth. Although the sails are 
fully billowed towards the bow of the boat, the fumes are curiously trailing to the 
rear; something which many have pointed out as defying the laws of physics. The 
present design proves that art can be at odds with science, but still achieve a suc- 
cessful aesthetic affect. 

The idea of Miss Liberty by the sea, facing westward, is derived from the trade 
dollar of 1873 and related patterns, in which she is gazing toward China, where 
such coins w^ere destined to be used. In the 1870s the majority of side-wheel steamers 
on ocean (but not river) routes carried auxiliar)' sails which were used when trade 
winds and other breezes w’ere available. 

The study of ships depicted on American coins and banknotes offers an op- 
portunity to combine numismatic knowledge with maritime information. It will 
be soon noted that the twain often nuss each other — and that many ships shown 
on tokens and coins (less so on bills) are illogical — prime e.xamples being the 
“Webster” issues m the Hard Times token series. 

Gem Proof 1869 Silver Pattern 25^ 

“Standard Silver” Issue 


1028 1869 “Standard Silver” pattern quarter. J-728, P-809. Rarity- 
6+. Proof-66 (NGC). Silver. Plain edge. The obverse depicts a draped 
bust of Liberty to viewer s right, loose, ribbon reading LIBERTY in 
hair, queue abtwe the ribbon, loose, Howing tresses below, unadorned 
tiara at her forehead. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA arcs above 
and around Liberty, IN GOD WE TRUST on banner below bust. 
The reverse has STANDARD SILVER above an open wreath of oak 
and laureL 25 I CENTS within wreath on two lines, date on straight 
line below wreath. Robust rose and pale golden iridescence grace the 
frosty motifs and mirrored fields of this lovely silver pattern quarter 
dollir. A scarce and popular issue, part of the “standard silver" pattern 


issues also made for dimes and half dollars of the date. An attractive 
pattern in every sense of the word. 


Gem Proof CAM 1869 Quarter Rarity 

“Standard Silver” Issue in Aluminum 



(2.\ photo) 


1029 1869 “Standard Silver” pattern quarter. Judd-732, P-813. 
Rarity-7. Proof-66 CAM (PCGS). Aluminum. Plain edge. Ob- 
verse and reverse types as described forJ-728, P-8()9 above. A lovely 
cameo Proof example of the type, this with frosted motifs and mir- 
rored fields forming a light but distinct contrast. The same “stan- 
dard silver” design as the preceding lot, but here struck in alumi- 
num (which was a more precious metal than silver at the time). Rare 
and important, as can be said for any pattern ranked Rarity-7 or 
higher! Sure to cause a stir when it takes its place on the auction 
block, as much for its rarity as for its attractive presentation. 


1030 1870 “Standard Silver” pattern quarter. J-888, P-987. Rar- 
ity-5+. Proof-63 (NGC). Silver. Reeded edge. Obverse with 
capped Liberty Head facing right. Reverse with the date and de- 
nomination centered in a wreath with STANDAIU9 above. Sharply 
struck with nicely reflective fields. Both surfaces are essentially bril- 
liant with just a hint of gold. 

Impressive 1870 “Standard Silver” 250 



1031 1870 “Standard” pattern quarter. J-894, P-1001. Ranty-5+. 

Proof-64 (PCGS). Silver. Reeded edge. Obverse with diademed 
Liberty Head facing right. Rewrse with the date and denomination 
centered in a wreath, with STANDARD above. Steel grav wirtaces 
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exhibit gulden brnwn and steel blue highlights. A prize for the tui- 
niisiiiatic connoisseur. 

Rare J-921 “Standard Silver” Pattern 25^ 



Liberty wearing a head band facing right. Reverse with the denomi- 
nation in a wreath, and with STANIMILJ) SILVEIL and the date 
above and below respectively. Chocolate brown with vivid blue and 
violet highlights. Traces of original mint red can still be seen on 
both surfaces despite the BN designation on the NGC label. Close 
examination reveals a scattering of tiny spots and flecks, not a coin 
for the connoisseur, but nevertheless a major rarity that has its place. 

We Ve been hearing nice things about the Numismatic Conservation Service, 
and although we have not sampled their talents first-hand, it just might be the case 
that this coin would be worth sending there. Quite a few aypper patterns are in 
serious need of improvement due to careless handling. 


1032 1870 ‘‘Standard Silver” pattern quarter. J-921, P-1025. Rar- 
ity-7. Proof-62 BN (NGC). Copper. Plain edge. Obverse with 


Gem Proof 1872 “Amazonian” Quarter Pattern 


J-1195, Rarity-7 



Finest Graded by PCGS 


sfrniim 


1033 1872 pattern quarter. William Barber’s “Amazonian” design. 
J-1195, Pollock-1335. Rarity-7. Proof-65 (PCGS). Silver. 

Reeded edge. A truly splendid gem Proof example of one of the 
most desirable and beautiful of all pattern coinage design types. Frosty 
motifs and deeply mirrored fields form a heavy^ cameo contrast, 
though such is not noted on the PCGS holder. The obverse is mainly 
vivid electric blue with splashes of rich violet iridescence in and 
around the central motifs, while the reverse affords a burst of bright 
gold which gives way to concentric rings of violet, deep blue, and 
electric blue. Barber’s bare-breasted Liberty and her familiar Ameri- 
can bald eagle dominate the obverse design, while another interpre- 
tation of the eagle is the crowning glory of the reverse design. Just 
three examples of this rarity have been certified by PCGS, with the 
present specimen being the finest certified by that firm. If you are 


currently in active pursuit of the finest patterns available to today’s 
collecting community^ you will do well to consider this com. It of- 
fers an outstanding combination of beautyx rarity^ and history, and 
would easily be a highlight in any pattern coin collection. 

PCGS Population: 1 ; none finer. 

Obverse: Barber’s depiction of Seated Liberty to left, tlowing hair and 
Phrygian cap atop her head. Her left arm rests on a tilted federal shield, her left 
hand holds a broad sword that cuts diagonally across the shield. Her right arm is 
extended, her right hand atop the head of a bald eagle, partly hidden hy her legs. 
Seven stars arc to her left, six stars arc behind her, the date is below. 

Reverse: Central eagle motif, the eagle ficing left, beak open and wings partK 
spread. The eagle’s left talons hold the top of a federal shield, with a ribbon draped 
diagonally across the shield that reads IN GOl^ WE TRUST. The eagle's right 
talons clasp three arrows, w hile the foot and shield rest on a small torse. L NITHO 
STATES OF AMERICA arches abo\'e and around the central motif, with a six- 
pointed star at either end of the legend, and with QUAR. liOl . cursing below. 
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Popular Pattern 1859 Half Dollar 



1034 1859 pattern half dollar. J-237, P-293. Rarity-4. Proof-64 
(PCGS). Silver. Reeded edge. Obverse with Longacre’s Liberty' 
Head. Rev'erse with HALF DOLLAR centered in a cereal wreath. 
Mirror fields and frosty motifs display a heavy blend of iridescent 
violet, electric blue, and dusky rose. A thoroughly attractive design 
t)'pe. 

R. Coiilton Davis is said to have referred to the obverse motif as the “French 
Head of Liberty,” nomenclature that seems to be suitable enough and which has 
been utilized here and there in numismatic descriptions, including above. Cornelius 
Vermuelc, in Xurnismaric Art in America, believed that the design was inspired by 
the figure of Apollo Belvedere at the Vatican. 

The reverse was designated as the “cereal wreath” by Mint Director Janies 
Ross Snowden, the appellation having arisen from a suggestion proffered by Harold 
Newiin, a local numismatist of importance and later renown (in 1883 his classic 
w ork on silver half dimes w as published). 


Longacre’s 1859 “French Liberty Head” 500 

J-237, perhaps after “Apollo Belvedere” 



1035 1859 pattern half dollar. J-237, P-293. Rarity-4. Proof-63 
(PCGS). Silver. Reeded edge. Obverse head of Liberty byjames B. 
Loiigacre. The reverse vvTcath is similar in style to the design first 
employed on half dime and dime reverse dies beginning in 1860. 
The central areas are mostly brilliant, deepening to an attractive 
champagne shade at the borders. The reverse, m particular, shows 
pronounced cameo contrast. The obvx'rse field has die finishing lines 
as made; something likely to be misinterpreted as hairlines by an 
11 1 11 1 1 formed collector. 


1859 Liberty Seated Pattern 500 in Silver 
Inartistic(?) Design by Paquet 
Exceedingly Rare 



(2x photo) 


1036 1859 Paquet pattern half dollar. J-247, P-286. Rarity-7+. 
Proof-64 (PCGS). Silver. Reeded edge. Obverse w'ith a seated fig- 
ure of Liberty holding a shield and fasces. The reverse features the 
denomination HALF DOLLAR centered in a “cereal wreath” of a 
style virtually identical to that featured on half dimes and dimes be- 
ginning in 1860. The obverse has vivid biilFs eye toning in vivid 
shades of pink, blue, violet, and gold. The reverse is about 50% 
brilliant with blushes of champagne in the remaining areas. Prob- 
ably no more than three or four examples could be accounted for 
today. 

Both the obverse and reverse designs of the variety were created by Anthony 
Paquet, who joined the Mint staff in 1858. When we reviewed the te.xt oi the 
forthcoming Judd 8th edition w'e noted that quite a bit of information is given 
regarding Paquet ’s work on this and the related 1859 pattern $20. On close in- 
spection the figure of Miss Liberty is seen to be rather clumsily styled. How ever, 
Its artistic attributes present or absent as per your own feelings, this silver striking 
has unquestioned status and appeal as one ot the rarest items ot this important 
pattern year. 
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Desirable 1869 “Standard Silver” 500 

J-743 Pattern in Silver 


1038 1869 “Standard Silver” pattern half dollar. J-752, P-835. Rar- 
ity-7. Proof-64 (NGC). Aluminum. Plain edge. Obverse and re- 
verse types similar to J-728, P-809 as described above. Rjch reflec- 
tive silver gray fields and lightly frosted motifs. A few faint hairlines 
account for the grade, but still a pleasing example of a rare pattern 
issue from the “Standard Silver” series. Its rarity speaks for itself, as 
the bidding activity will no doubt prove. 
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Rare 1871 Pattern 500 
Judd-1112, Low Rarity-7 
Longacrc’s Seated Indian Princess Design 


(2x photo) 

1039 1871 pattern half dollar. STANDARD. J- 11 12, P-1248. Rar- 
ity-7-. Proof-66 RB (NGC). Copper. Reeded edge. Obverse \\dth 
Longacre’s “Indian Princess” motif The reverse has 50 CENTS in 
an agricultural wreath, consisting of wheat, corn, and cotton, with 
STANDARD above. Sultry red iridescence tempered with violet 
and rose, with the reverse toning highlights heavier than those on 
the obverse. A rarity for the STANDARD design series, with 
Longacre’s popular Indian Princess motif on the obverse. Rare and 
attractive, and certain to cause a bidding stir as a result. 

Longacre’s Seated Indian Princess has a head syle remarkably similar to that 
on the $3 gold issues of the era. Liberty is seated on globe and facing left, breasts 
bared, her left hand resting on a globe that is encircled by a broad ribbon that reads 
LIBERTY, two flags behind her, one of those \Mth 13 stars, her foot and the globe 
resting on a small a patch of earth, her right hand holds a liberty' pole that is topped 
by a Phrygian cap, 13 stars around, date. 


1037 1869 “Standard Silver” pattern half dollar. J-743, P-824. Rar- 
ity-6+. Proof-63 CAM (PCGS). Silver. Plain edge. Obverse with 
capped Liberty Ldead facing right. Reverse with the denomination 
in a wreath, and with STANDAITD SILVER and the date above 
and below respectively. The central areas are brilliant changing to 
gold peripherally. The frosty devices beautifully complement the 
reflective fields. Nice eye appeal for the grade. Lots of good old- 
fashioned value here! 


Choice Proof 1869 Half Dollar 

“Standard Silver” Issue in Aluminum 
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Copper 1871 Liberty Seated Indian Princess 50y 

Judd-1115, Rarity-7 



(2x photo) 

1040 1871 pattern half dollar. J- 11 15, P-1215. Rarity-7. Proof-64 
RB (NGC), Copper. Reeded edge. Obverse with Loiigacre’s “In- 
dian Princess” motif The reverse has the perched eagle design fea- 
tured on regular issue half dollars. Deep red and brown with splashes 
of iridescent gold, violet, and electric blue in the recessed areas. A 
pleasing e.xaniple of a rare and desirable design type. An important 
pattern issue, and a coin that will no doubt enjoy a position of promi- 
nence in an advanced pattern cabinet. 

Jjnies iiarton Longacre’s popular Indian Princess pattern design has Libert)' 
seated left on globe, her head near a replication of that found on the thrcc-dollar 
gold design rvpe of Longacre. A ribbon that reads LIBERTY is draped across the 
globe. I ibertv’s left hand rests upon the globe, and her right hand holds a staff 
topped by a Phrygian cap. Two Hags are behind Liberty, one of those with 13 stars. 
Thirteen six-pointed stars surround Libert)’, the Phrygian cap between stars five 
and six. and Liberty’s head between six and seven. 


Impressive Gem Proof Copper 1875 Pattern 500 

Judd-1418, High Rarity-7 



(2x photo) 


1041 1875 pattern half dollar. J-1418, P-1561. Rarity-7+. Proof-65 
RD (PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. Obv^erse and reverse designs 
are the typ>es employed to coin regular-issue half dollars during the 
year. A splendid gem Proof with frosty motifs and mirrored fields. 
Bright red-orange surfaces have an appeal that immediately calls to 
mind Proof gold coinage of the era. A few faint obverse flecks are 
noted, the most prominent of these on Miss Liberty’s arm. A hint 
of electric blue shows on the reverse. Rare, appealing, and sure to 
take a place of honor in its ne.xt owner’s collection. 
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Blazing Red 1871 Indian Princess $1 


(2x photo) 


1043 1871 Indian Princess “Standard Silver” pattern dollar. J-1142, 
P-1284. Rarity-7-. Proof-64 RD (PCGS). Copper. Plain edge. 
The obverse features James B. Longacre’s Indian Princess version of 
Liberty seated facing left, used posthumously, with 13 stars around 
and the date below. The reverse has the denomination 1 DOLLAR 
in a wreath with STANDARD above, A blazing mint red example 
displaying bold detail definition at virtually all points of the design. 
Hints of violet iridescence can be seen on both surfaces. 

The Indian Princess design first appeared on pattern dollars dated 1870, but 
the design actually was created nearly two decades earlier in 1852, in sketches cre- 
ated by Longacre for a proposed gold bullion coinage which never came to frui- 
tion. 


Barber’s “Liberty Seated” Pattern Dollar 
J-1005 in Silver, Gem Proof 


1042 1870 William Barber’s Liberty Seated pattern dollar. J-1005, 
P-1137, Rarity-6. Proof-65 BN (NGC). Copper. Plain edge. 
William Barber’s ‘‘Seated Liberty” motif featured on the obverse 
was also employed on other denominations of patterns coined dur- 
ing the year, from silver three-cent pieces (an illogical production; 
see our listing of an example) through half doUars. Barber’s depic- 
tion shows Miss Liberty facing to the viewer’s left, her right hand 
resting on the top of a shield upon which is a ribbon inscribed LIB- 
ERTY (perhaps a precursor of the ribboned shield on Barber’s later 
“Amazon” reverse). A pole emerges from nowhere and apparently 
is self-supporting; on top of it is a pileus or liberty cap, a nod to 
patriotism and tradition. She is seated on a bale, catafalque, rock, or 
something else, the details of which are obscured by excess cloth 
(she seems to sit upon the folds of her gown above where they fall). 
Her right hand is simply “there,” doing nothing in particular (per- 
haps it could have held the pole and liberty cap?). 

The reverse is the regular-issue silver dollar design. Mostly golden brown and 
steel gray surfaces, with vivid gold, blue, and violet iridescent highlights. Sharply 
struck with virtually all design features showing bold definition, including the 
obverse stars, all of which show their central divisions. 

Both thick and tlun planchet variants are known. The solitary thin planchet 
piece recorded in the Pollock reference weighed 333 grains, while the more fre- 
quently seen thick planchet piece ranged in weight from about 386 to 392 grains. 
Unfortunately, the slab prevents us from reporting the planchet weight of the pres- 
ently offered specimen. Again we suggest that if at least one enlightened certifica- 
tion service would take the time and trouble (which can’t be much) to list the 
weights on coins, it will earn the gratitude of pattern enthusiasts and, quite possi- 
bly, their pofnmage (with good bottom-line results!). 
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Desirable 1871 Longacre’s “Indian Princess” $1 
J-1146 in Silver 



(2x photo) 


Exceptional J-1150 Indian Princess $1 
Rarity and Beauty Combined 



(2x photo) 


1044 1871 Indian Princess pattern dollar. J-1146, P-1288. Rarity- 
6+. Proof-64 (NGC). Silver. Plain edge. The obverse features 
Longacre's Indian Princess design, which, as is related above, was 
first employed for the production of pattern pieces in 1870, but had 
actually been created nearly two decades earlier by Longacre in 1 852, 
Although artistic merit is in the eyes and mind of the beholder, more 
than a few people agree that in the “Liberty Seated competition’ ’ 
between the deceased Longacre’s work and that of newly appointed 
chief engraver William Barber, Longacre’s motif triumphs. 

I he reverse of this lovely piece features the regular-issue design. The devices 
are frosry^ and the fields are nicely retlective iiurrors. Both surfaces are essentially 
brilliant, with just a hint of champagne iridescence on the high points and at the 
runs. At least tvvi) examples of the variety are iiiipoiinded m major museum col- 
lections. 


1045 1871 Indian Princess pattern dollar. J-1150, P-1292. Rarity- 
7+. Proof-64 (PCGS). Aluminum. Plain edge. The obverse has 
James B, Longacre’s Indian Princess design as described for J- 1142 
offered above. The reverse features the regular-issue perched eagle 
design. Sharply struck, with virtually all design features showing Rill 
definition. Both surfaces exhibit pearl gray toning. Highly desirable 
from the dual perspectives of rarity and aesthetic quality. Probably 
no more than a half dozen examples could be accounted for today. 

Miss Liberty, in the form of an Indian princess (with plumed headda'ss loosely 
sinular to that on Longacre’s 1854 Type II gold dollar), is seated on a globe, facing 
to the viewer’s left. Her right hand is holding a pole upon which is a liberty* cap, 
while her left hand rests upon the Arctic ice cap, Beiiind her are r^vo tlags on 
spearhead-tipped poles, one Hag displaying 22 stars. 

The reverse illustrates a finely-detailed wreath enclosing 1 DOLLAR. At 
the top border is the word STANDARD, 

Interestingly, this coin bears no clue as to the country ot us origin' 1 he in- 
scription UNITED STA LES OF AMERICA is nowhere to be found. 
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1878 Barber Pattern Dollar 
J-1554 in Silver 
Rarest of a Pattern Trio 



1046 1878 pattern dollar by William Barber. J-1554, P-1737. Rar- 
ity-7. Proof-63 (NGC). Silver. Reeded edge. Obverse with Wil- 
liam Barber’s head of Liberty facing left, styled after his 1877 pat- 
tern S50 and other productions. The reverse is a perched eagle mo- 
tif with the national bird holding an olive branch and arrows. Steel 
gray surfaces exhibit wisps of misty blue and violet iridescence. 

Andrew W. Pollock III in his pattern reference recognizes three different vari- 
eties of patterns that came under the heading of J-1554; P-1737 (J-1554), as of- 
fered here, is the scarcest of the three, and accordingly should be worth a substan- 
tial premium for that reason alone. 


Outstanding 1878 Goloid Pattern $1 

Blazing Copper Impression 



(2x photo) 

1047 1878 ""Goloid” pattern dollar. J-1559, P-1751. Rarity-7^. 
Proof-64 RB (PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. Obverse wdth a Lib- 
erty Head motif facing left. Reverse with inscriptions arranged within 
a ring of stars, Perhaps 50% mint red with wisps and blushes of 
pink, sea green, and blue. A spot on Miss Liberty’s throat will serve 
to identify this piece in the future. Our cataloguer, Andrew^ W. Pol- 
lock III, was able to account for just five examples in his 1994 pat- 
tern reference, one of which is impounded in a permanent museum 
collection. Worth a generous bid. 

While goloid pattern dollar die impressions are encountered w ith some regu- 
larity in goloid and silver alloys, copper (or bronze) impressions are exceedingly 
rare. 
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Gem Proof 1878 Goloid Metric $1 Pattern 

The Eliasberg Specimen 


(2\' photo) 

1049 1878 pattern dollar. GOLOID METRIC. J-1563, P-1754. 
Rarity-6-. Proof-66 (NGC). Goloid alloy (5.26% gold, 84.74 sil- 
ver, 10.00 copper). Reeded edge. Metric weight system. Obverse 
with a head of Liberty to left, Phrygian cap and agricultural flora 
atop her head. Reverse with UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
100 CENTS, and a starry circle. A splendid gem Proofwith frosty 
motifs and mirrored fields that form a pleasing cameo contrast 
(though this is not mentioned on the holder). Mainly brilliant silver 
with whispers of pale champagne iridescence on both sides. An al- 
together pleasing coin that was deemed suitable for inclusion in the 
Louis E. Eliasberg Collection, and a coin that will be a highlight in 
the ne.xt collection it adorns. 

The goloid alloy consisted of 24 parts silver for every part gold by weight, and 
several ditTerent varieties of pattern goloid dollars were struck circa 1878-18S0. 
The variety offered here is the “metric” weight variety*; another variety is known 
as the “English” variety*, with the reverse of that issue bearing the weights at the 
center in grains rather than grams (as offered in the present specimen). 

From Auctions by Bourrs aitd Mcretta, luc. 's sale of the Louis F. Elios- 
beri^, Sr., Collection, May 1996, Lot 287; Harlicr frow the Chapman Broth- 
ers' sale of theWl. A. Broum Collection, April 1897, Lot 64; to J. M. 
Clapp; Clapp Estate, 1942; to Louis E. Eliasbei}^, Sr. 


Copper 1878 Pattern Morgan $1 


1048 1878 pattern Morgan dollar. J-1551, P-1726. Rarity-7. Proof- 
65 RB (NGC). Copper. Reeded edge. Obverse with Morgan’s 
popular design, as adapted, E PLURIBUS UNUM arcs above 
Liberty’s portrait, date below^ stars flanking seven left, six right. The 
reverse is similar to the adopted design but with three leaves on the 
branch in the eagle’s talon. Fiery deep orange with lively rose, elec- 
tric blue, and orange toning highlights. A tiny spot is seen in the 
field near the juncture of Liberty’s hair and forehead. A popular 
pattern issue, or as Dave Bowers noted in his recent update of the 
Judd pattern reference (July 2003), “Patterns for the Morgan silver 
dollar (J-1550 to 1553) have always been in demand from collectors 
of regular silver dollars as a nice ‘go-with’ fora specialized cabinet.” 
If past performance records are any indication, w'c expect this at- 
tractive gem Proof example of Judd- 1551 to draw^ an impressive 
amount of bidding activity before this “go-with” finds a place in an 
advanced Morgan dollar cabinet or specialized pattern collection. 


AMERICAN numismatic: ICAKITIES 


ri Hi Classics Sale 


243 


1878 Pattern Goloid $1 in Silver 

J-1564, Gem Proof 



(2x photo) 


1050 1878 Goloid pattern dollar. J-1564, P-1755. Rarity-7-. Proof- 
65 (NGC). Regular silver alloy (90% silver, 10% copper) rather 
than Goloid as determined by the experts at NGC. Reeded edge. 
Intermingled pearl gray and golden brown toning with hints of pale 
blue. The surfaces are nearly flawless, indicating that doting care 
was exercised by various owners since the time of issue in 1878. 

As mentioned elsewhere in this section of the catalogue, goloid alloy, which 
had approximately equal amounts of gold and silver in terms of prevailing values at 
the time of issue (i.e. about a half dollar’s worth of each), was virtually indistin- 
guishable from silver It seems likely that standard silver impressions were made for 
purposes of comparison, so that Congressmen and others would able to see how 
similar these alloys were to one another, the Mint’s way of demonstrating that the 
entire concept was seriously flawed. 


Desirable 1879 Morgan $1 Pattern 
J-1611, Low Rarity-7 



(2x photo) 

1051 1879 pattern Morgan dollar. J-1611, P-1807. Rarity-7-. Proof- 

65 (NGC). Silver. Reeded edge. The obverse features the regular- 
issue Morgan dollar design. The eagle motif on the reverse is chiefly 
unadorned and appears Teutonic or European in nature (similar to 
certain German Empire and German State issues of the era). A pat- 
tern that enjoys unflagging importance owing to its direct tie in 
with the Morgan dollar series. Frosty motifs and mirrored fields 
exhibit a mild yet enchanting cameo contrast. A wTisper of pale 
champagne adds to the overall appeal. 
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Historic 1879 “Goloid Metric” Pattern $1 

J-1626 in Goloid Alloy 



1052 1879 “Goloid Metric” pattern dollar. J-1626, P-1822. Rar- 
ity-3. Proof-63 (NGC). Goloid alloy. Reeded edge. Obverse with 
Wilhani Barber’s Liberty Head facing left. Reverse with inscrip- 
tions centered within a circle of stars. Intermingled pearl gray, gold 
and blue iridescence enhances both surfaces. A perennial favorite 
with pattern collectors; historic, classic, and thoroughly worthwhile. 

The concept of the goloid alloy was conceived by William Wheeler Hubbell, 
who believed that a coin having appro.ximately equal proportions of gold and sil- 
ver, in terms of the monetary' values that prevailed at the time, would be useful in 
eliminating the old rivalry' between silver and gold interests. Unfortunately for his 
scheme, casual examination showed that goloid was virtually indistinguishable from 
standard silver alloy. Specific gravity tests were required to distinguish between 
the alloys, and there was no way that a shopkeeper in Peoria or a bartender in 
Kalamazoo could tell the difference. This was a fatal flaw of certain other alloy 
schemes in which a precious metal was mi.xed with a base metal — a prime example 
being billon (used here and there among patterns, including in the 1792 mixed or 
“Risible” alloy pattern cent of 1792 and the memorable two-cent patterns of 1836). 


Desirable 1880 Metric $1 


Struck in Copper 




1053 1880 “Metric” pattern dollar. J-1646, P-1846. Rarity-6-. 

Proof-64 RD (PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. The Liberty Head 
on the obverse is reminiscent of the motif depicted on the half union 
($50) patterns of 1877. The reverse consists of inscriptions and a 
wreath. The presently offered specimen is a blazing mint red ex- 
ample exhibiting hints of pale violet iridescence. All design features 
are about as sharp as could be desired. A few tiny spots and flecks arc 
noted, most prominently by Miss Liberty’s chin and the first A in 
AMERICA. Another can be seen following the date. 

The Metric dollar was an experimental issue combining silver, gold, and cop- 
per in such proportions that the resulting com would have both an intrinsic value 
of one dollar and a weight of precisely 25 grams (hence the metric designation). 
The idea is complicated enough when the inscriptions are read, but, as noted ear- 
lier. such .in alloy could not be discerned from silver, and thus counterfeiters could 
m.ike pieces inexpensively 

The idea of striking a com in copper, but with inscriptions relating to it being 
1 lade of silver and gold, is absurd — ^akm to the logic behind thej-17()6 pattern 
tnc-cent piece offered earlier 



Gem Proof-65 1880 Metric Pattern $1 
Quality and Rarity to the Fore 


(2x photo) 

1054 1880 “Metric” pattern dollar. J-1649, P-1849. Rarity-7-. 
Proof-65 RB (PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. Similar to J-1646 
offered above, but with a different Liberty Head motif on the ob- 
verse; on this variety, she is wearing a head band, and her hair is tied 
in bun. The surfaces are perhaps 30% mint red fading to golden 
brown. Pink and blue highlights complement both the obverse and 
reverse. Certainly, among the finest extant examples from a vx'ry 
rare issue. 

The niottc4 on this and certain other goloid and related coins of the era, in- 
cluding the $4 Stellas, is DEO EST GLORIA. It is not known it this was ever 
seriously considered as a replacement for IN GOD WE TRUST, though the an- 
swer is surely' in the records of the Treasury Department in the Natic'^nal Archives. 
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Pattern 1885 Morgan $1 
Experimental Lettered Edge 



dusky highlights. Perhaps lightly cleaned long ago, and with a small 
toning spot in Liberty’s tresses. The rare and popular type with h 
PLURIBUS UNUM and 13 stars on the edge. A tiny run bruise is 
noted at 9:00 relative to the obverse and is noted for accuracy, as it 
makes little visual impact. Finer than our description implies, and 
worthy of in person examination before biddingjudgment is passed. 

Obverse: From the standard circulation strike die of the date. 

Reverse: From the standard circulation strike die of the date. 

Edge: E followed by a single star, PLURIliUS followed by a single star, 
UNUM followed by 11 stars. 


1055 1885 pattern $1. Judd-1747, P-1959. Rarity-6. Proof-60. Sil- 
ver. Experimental Lettered and Stars edge. Pale champagne with 




1872 “Indian Princess” Commercial $1 

Gem Proof in Silver 
A “Find” for the Pattern Specialist 


(2x photo) 


1056 1872 “Commerciar’ pattern dollar, Indian Princess design 
by Longacre. J-1212, P-1352. Rarity-6+. Proof-65 (NGC). 

Silver, Reeded edge. Obverse with James Barton Longacre’s Indian 
Princess design, beautiful then and beautiful now — one of the all- 
time favorite motifs in the pattern series. 

Reverse with COMMERCIAL DOLLAR inscription, cornucopias, wreath, 
and other elements, including the curious use of the rejected GOI3 OUR TRUST 
motto. Both surfaces have warm gunmetal-gray toning, with delicate intermingled 
gold, blue, violet, and lilac iridescence. Certainly among the finest extant examples 
of this rare variety. 

“Comnierciar’ dollar patterns of 1871 and 1872 (as here) are forerunners of 
the trade dollar patterns which were coined predominantly in 1873, although some 


are also dated 1872. Coimnercial or trade dollars were intended for markets m the 
Orient where Mexican dollars were then \'ery popular and w'ere the coins of choice. 
Unfortunately, at that time for U.S. interests, American merchants had to pay a 
preimum to get the Mexican dollars, and accordingly, it was thought that a U.S. 
coin, if accepted by Oriental trading partners, would result in a considerable sasings 
for U.S. importers. The trade dollar was a stunning success, served its purpose well, 
but was terminated by the most illogical of American traditions: ;x)/iVib. The entire 
story IS told in detail in Q. Da\nd Bovvers' 1992 study, Silm Dolhn'S twd Trade Dollars 
of (he United States, long out of print, but available from numismatic and antiquarian 
booksellers if you are foruinate enough to find a listing. 

The “father" of the trade dollar was John J. Knox, prominent in the U.S. 
Treasury Department and central to the issuance of currency'. Knox was a numis- 
matist of some accomplishment, but details of his cabinet are not known to us. 
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Superlative 1873 J-1278 Trade $1 

Marvelous quality! 

Enticing rarity! 



(2x photo) 


1057 1873 Liberty Head pattern trade dollar. J-1278, P-1420. Rar- 

ity-7+. Proof-66 RD (PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. Obverse 
with a diademed head of Liberty facing left, an early version of Wil- 
liam Barber’s incorrectly nicknamed “Sailor Head” motif, in this 
instance lacking a downward ribbon in the hair. The reverse dis- 
plays a wreath and extensive inscriptions. 

The present coin is a superlative gem example displacing sharp frosty devices 
and nicely rellective fields. Both the obverse and reverse are fiery mint red, with 


just a hint of natural iridescence on the reverse. Virtually as nice as the day it was 
made! No more than a dozen examples of the variety are thought to exist, and of 
these, two are impounded in major museum collections. As we mentioned earlier, 
finding quality copper patterns is a challenge in itself, as most of those of higher 
denominations have been cleaned, retoned, or worse (King Farouk was said to 
have polished his copper patterns; for shame!). Accordingly, the present piece is not 
only important for its rarity', but its marvelous quality may be an even more com- 
pelling reason to bid liberally. 


1873 Gold $1 Copper Impression 

J-1331, Regular Proof Dies 
Rarity-7+ 


(2.\ photo) 

1058 1873 pattern gold dollar. J-1331, P-1475. Rarity-7+. Proof-64 
BN (PCGS). C 'opper. Reeded edge. Regular-issue obverse and 
reverse dies. Close 3 m date. Chocolate toning with vivid blue, vio- 
let, and gold highlights. Attractive overall and very desirable, de- 
spite a tiny spot on Liberty’s cheek that will serve to distinguish this 
specimen from all other examples. Possibly from a Proof set in cop- 
per, js other regular-issue deiiomiiiatious were also struck in copper 
during the year. Pollock was only able to account for three or four 
different examples in his 1994 pattern reference. 

It nuv be .1 long time until another J-1331 appears in one of our sales. We 
riKoiiriite vour attention and a corresponding enthusiastic bid! 


Rare 1865 $2.50 Struck in Copper 

A Classic Rarity 


(2x photo) 

1059 1865 pattern quarter eagle. J-439, P-512. Rarity-7. Proof-65 
RB (PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. Regular issue obverse and re- 
verse designs from Proof-finish dies. The obverse display's about 50% 
mint color with blushes of blue and violet. The reverse is chocolate 
brown with pale blue highlights. A v^ery rare variety with no more 
than a dozen examples thought to exist in all numismatics. Often it 
IS the case that several years pass between auction appearances. This 
offering presents a vTry impxirtant opportunity tor the aware ad- 
vanced pattern com or gold specialist — a com combining both qualitv 
and extreme rarity. 
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Possibly from a C(.)ppcr Proot set dated 1865 and produced ni this era, but not 
necessarily in the year indicated. 1 he rarity of 1865 half eagles, eagles, and double 
eagles in copper suggests that some ot the 1865 copper quarter eagle Proofs were 
distributed as separate items, rather than in sets. There was no “testing” or “pat- 
tern purpose for making such pieces, and thus they can be enumerated among 
the numismatic delicacies, or, per Don l axay, “pieces dc caprice,” produced dur- 
ing the 1860s> 


1872 Barber’s “Amazonian” $3 Pattern 
J-1236 in Copper 
Rare Design for a $3 Coin 



{2x photo) 


1060 1872 Barber’s ‘‘Amazonian” three-dollar pattern. J-1236, P- 
1378. Rarity-6+. Proof-65 BN (NGC). Copper. Reeded edge. 
Obverse with William Barber’s capped head of Liberty facing left, 
sometimes called the “Amazonian” type, but this nomenclature is 
better used for the related silver issues (quarter, half, and dollar). 
Reverse with an eagle supporting a shield with its left claw as used 
on the aforementioned silver Amazonian issues, and by extension 
itself called the “Amazonian reverse,” 

The specialist in pattern S3 coins will find httle variety in the designs, for the 
vast majority of pieces are off-metal strikings of the regular motifs. At last, in 1872 
the “Amazonian” - a distinctively different design by Barber — is encountered, 
adding spice to the smorgasbord. While it would be nice to have a^vW impression 
of this die pair, there is but one gold coin known, leaving copper (as here) and 
aluminum strikings available now and then, but not very often. 

The specimen we offer displays mostly golden brown surfaces exhibiting pale 
blue and sea green iridescent highlights. Considerable amounts of faded red can be 
seen at the borders despite the BN designation on the NGC label, 

Gratitude is extended to Saul Teichman who researched the “Amazonian” 
name and who could not find any reference to the term in the present context 
prior to 1890, in which year the term appeared in the sale catalogue of the Lonn 
G. Parnielee Collection. It is supposed the moniker was created by either Harlan 
P. Smith or David U. Proskey, both of whom catalogued the sale. 

Teichman, one of the most careful of modern researchers, was essential to the 
production of the new 8th edition of the Judd pattern book, and he is appropri- 
ately credited on the cover. 


Rare Gold 1866 Mcrriam Lincoln $3 “Pattern” 



1061 1866 Merriain Private S3 pattern. J-Appendix C, P-5080. 
Rarity-7+. MS-60. Gold. Broadly reeded edge. Obverse with 
Merriam’s stoic bust of Lincoln to right, GOD AND OUR 
COUNTRY arch above, small date below bust. Broad rim with 
tiny triangular dentils. The reverse has an ornate wreath, view’er’s 
left branch oak, right branch olive, Roman numeral 111 at the cen- 
ter. Artful curved designs support a six-pointed star at the top of the 
wreath. Broad rim with thin, elongated dentils. Satiny and lustrous 
yellow gold with a touch of olive iridescence. The motif on this 
particular piece is attributed to medalist Joseph H. Merriam, who 
apparently was most active as a die engraver in the 1860s. Reverse is 
said to have been made at the Mint for production of pattern three- 
ceiit pieces, though this is still considered doubtful. In fact, Q. David 
Bowers considers these varieties to be numismatic fantasies, as do 
many other collectors and specialists. That fact notwithstanding, 
many pattern specialists have adopted this issue into the mainstream 
pattern series. A pleasing example of the issue, one that will thor- 
oughly satisfy its new owner. 


Extremely Rare J-1338 Pattern $5 
Barber’s Liberty Head Motif 
“Amazonian” Reverse 



(2x photo) 


1062 1873 Liberty Head pattern half eagle. J-1338, P-1482. Rar- 
ity-7+. Proof-64 (NGC). Copper, gilt. Reeded edge. Obverse with 
diademed head of Liberty facing right. Reverse with an eagle sup- 
porting a shield with its left claw\ similar in style to the eagle fea- 
tured on “Amazonian” silver and gold issues of the preceding year 
Brilliant, reflective fields. The eagle's feather details show’ bold def 
nition. A prize for the advanced specialist. 

Strikings from these dies are known in gold and alunimum as well as ropper; 
all of which are considered to be rarities of the highest order. Our highly esteemed 
consultant, Andrew W. Pollock III, was only able to account for five examples of 
the variety' in his 1994 book on patterns 
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Extremely Rare 1875 Copper J-1441 $5 
From Regular Proof Dies 


(2x photo) 

1063 1875 pattern half eagle. J-1441, P-1585. Rarity-7+, Proof-64 
RB (PCGS). Copper. Rccdcd edge. Regular-issue obverse and 
reverse Proof dies. A lovely example having chocolate brown ton- 
ing with violet highlights at the centers gradually changing to faded 
red at the borders. Virtually all design features are defined to full 
advantage including Miss Liberty’s hair details and the obverse stars. 
The eagle’s feathers and claws are all sharp. 

Presumably from a complete Proof set in copper, as copper strikings of other 
denominations of the year are knowm to the numismatic community. The year 
1875 is ver>' special in American gold coinage, as most of the regular Philadelphia 
Mint denominarions are great rarities, the double eagle excepted. The present speci- 
men will appeal strongly to the pattern specialist and has further desirabihty to the 
gold aficionado. 


Extremely Rare 1861 Pattern $10 
J-285 in Copper 
GOD OUR TRUST 



(2x photo) 


1064 1861 “God Our Trust” pattern eagle. J-285, P-340. Rarity- 7, 
F^roof-64 BN (PCGS). Copper. ILcedcd edge. Obverse and re- 


verse similar to regular-issue ty pes, save for the motto above the 
eagle’s head. Bronzed reddish browTi, as struck, in the manner of 
mint medals of the era and various other 1861-1863 “God Our 
Trust” patterns seen. Andrew^ Pollock was only able to account for 
four or five examples of the variety in his 1994 pattern reference. 

Ex Bowers and Ruddy Galleries sale of the Garrett Collection, Part //, 
March 1980, Lot 1087. Earlier from IV. Elliot Woodward's sale of the 
Dohrmann Collection, March 1882. The Dohrmann collection included a 
very sigtiificant group of patterns and represents a very desirable pedigree. 

Exceedingly Rare 1861 Pattern $10 
J-287 in Copper 
GOD OUR TRUST 


1065 1861 “God Our Trust” pattern eagle. J-287, P-342. Rarity- 
6+. Proof-63 BN (PCGS), Copper. Reeded edge. Bronzed sur- 
faces as issued. Obverse and reverse types, similar to the regular-issue 
designs except for the motto, GOD OUR TRUST. This is Pollock’s 
“Low Date” variety. 

The coin we offer displays intermingled chocolate brown and golden brown 
surfaces with faint blue and \'iolet highlights. Minor reverse spotting is probably all 
that prevented PCGS from assigning a considerably higher grade (might careful 
conservation lift the grade?). 

Andrew Pollock could trace only one example of the presently offered die 
combination and assigned the Rarity-8 rating. The Rarity'-6+ figure above is for 
the combined rarity' of both P-342 (Low Date) and 344 (High Date), which Pol- 
lock considered to be distinct varieties. 

The motto GOD OUR TRUST was considered in the 1860s, but was aban- 
doned (or so it seemed at the time) in favor of IN GOD WE TRUST, the adopted 
version which first appeared on circulating coinage on the two-cent piece of 1864. 

Years later in 1871, GOD OUR TRUST reappeared on the “Commercial 
Dollar” reverse (see earlier offering here). We cannot help but wonder ifjohn Jay 
Knox, an accomplished numismatist, su^ested its use. 
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1863 “God Our Trust” Pattern $10 
J-350 in Copper 



(2x photo) 


1066 1863 ‘‘God Our Trust” pattern eagle. J-350, P-422. Rarity- 
6. Proof-64 BN (PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. Obverse and 
reverse similar to the regular-issue types, but with the motto GOD 
OUR TRUST on a ribbon above the eagle's head, similar in style 
to the regular-issue design beginning in 1866, The surfaces are 
bronzed reddish or chestnut brown in color, as uiade, in the style of 
mint medals and many other “God Our Trust” pattern half dollars 
and eagles coined during the 1861-1863 period. Sharply struck and 
attractive. 

The introductory material in the new Judd 8th edition delineates the formula 
used at the Mint for the bronzing process — ^used on many medals of the 1860s and 
on some patterns, in the latter category most notably on certain issues of 1861- 
1863. 


Important Liberty Head Copper Pattern $10 



(2.x photo) 

1067 1869 Liberty Head pattern eagle. J-779, P-864. Rarity-7+. 


Proof-65 BN (PCGS). Copper. Rccdcd edge. The Liberty Head 
motif on the obverse is reminiscent of the design featured on nickel 
tbree-cent pieces of the era and is by the same engraver, James B. 
Longacre (in this instance posthumous as he died on New Year’s 
Day 1869). The appearance of this design on a SIO coin is some- 
what startling to the eye, perhaps analogous to seeing an Indian Head 
cent design on a $10. 

The reverse has the regular-issue $ 10 design of the era, probably from a Proof 
die used to strike regular issues. Both surfaces are mostly golden to chocolate brown, 
with faint pink and blue highlights. Traces of faded red can be seen at the obverse 
periphery. 

Impressions from these dies are hsted m aluminum as well as copper. All are 
e.xceedingly rare. No gold strikings have yet come to the attention of numismatic 
researchers. 
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Rare 1876 Copper Pattern $10 

Impression from Regular Dies 



1068 1876 pattern eagle, J-1486, P-1639. Rarity-7+. Proof-63 RB 
(PCGS). Copper. Reeded edge. Regular-issue obverse and reverse 
dies. Perhaps 10% faded mint red changing to a delightful tan shade. 
Blushes of pink and blue iridescence complement both surfaces. An 
exceedingly rare variety that has only appeared m a handful of auc- 
tion sales in recent decades, and worthy of a generous bid as such. 
While any and all patterns are scarce to rare, and some are very rare, this present 
coin is so rare that certain of our staff experts have never seen one! As the Ameri- 
can Numismatic Rarities “dream team” has catalogued just about any and all rari- 
ties in American coinage, this is a rarity comment worth noting. 

Presumably from a 1876 copper Proof set, as copper strikings from regular- 
issue dies are listed for the other denominations coined during the year. 


END OF LIVE 
PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 
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California Small Denomination Gold: Lots 2001-2126 


CALIFORNIA SMALL 
DENOMINATION GOLD 

This further offering of California Small Denomination Gold coins 
will be available for bids via mail or internet. All bids must be received 
by Thursday, August 7 at 9:00 PM EST. In this special section, collec- 
tors and newcomers will discover a superb variety of pieces from both 
Period One and Period Two. Some are in very high grade, some are 
lightly circulated, all are appropriate for long-time enthusiasts or those 
who have recently discovered this exciting scries. Examine the lot de- 
scriptions carefully and enjoy formulating your bidding strategy! Note: 
these pieces wiU be available for lot viewing in Baltimore prior to the 
Classics Sale and during the ANA Convention. (All photos are 2x.) 


2001 1854 Octagonal 25^. BG-105. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 
64 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Brilliant and lustrous. The edi- 
tors of the recently published 2nd edition of the Breen-Gillio refer- 
ence note that at least some specimens of the variety have gold plat- 
ing on a core of gold, copper, and silver. 

Die State I: Upper hair touches back of coronet. 

2002 1854 Octagonal 250. BG-105. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Pale olive-gold iridescence. 
Traces of prooflike character can be seen in the fields. 

Die State I: Upper hair touches back of coronet. 



2003 1855/4 Octagonal 25^. BG-106. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 
63 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Brilliant with frosty devices and 
inirrorlike fields. An attractive example of one of the Type I issues 
actually struck for use as a circulating medium during the heady 
days of the California Gold Rush. 

Die State L Raised mark (die rust) on Liberty’s cheek. 



2004 1856-FD Octagonal 25^. BG-107. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. 
MS-63 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Olive-gold toning comple- 
ments both surfaces with splashes of blue on the reverse. 

Die State IV (III in first edition): Dramatically repolished to remove clash 
marks, reverse rusty, date crumbling, now resembles “ 1866 .” 



2005 1854 Octagonal 25p. BG-108. Liberty Head. Rarity -4-. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Federal style head of Liberty resembles 
that on the Type 1 U.S. gold dollars of the era. Brilliant, wTth frosty 
devices and satiny fields. 
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2006 Undated (1853) Round 25?. BG-22L Liberty Head. Rarity- 
3. MS-64 (PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Dies aligned 180°. Bril- 
limit and satiny. Close to the pinnacle of quality for the variety; PCGS 
has certified just two examples of the variety at a finer grade. 

PCCjS Population: 24; 2 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Die State III: Obverse crack from rim to star 9. 


2007 Undated (1853) Round 25p. BG-221. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
3. MS-62 (PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Brilliant and frosty. Miss 
Liberty’s hair details show bold definition. A delightful Period One 
issue in all regards. 

Die State III: Obverse crack from rim to star 9. 



2008 Undated (1853) Round 250. BG-222. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
2. MS-64 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Fully lustrous and mostly bril- 
liant with some wisps of rich saffron gold. Two examples of this 
variety were recovered from the wreck of the S.S. Winfield Scott, 
which went down off the coast of California in December, 1853. 

Die State 11: Die crack through top of wreath and numerator in fraction. 

2009 Undated (1853) Round 250. BG-222. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
2. MS-64 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Brilliant and frosty. Miss Liberty’s 
hair and the wreath’s foliage show bold definition. 

Die State Ih Die crack through top of wTeath and numerator in fraction. 

2010 Undated (1853) Round 250. BG-222. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
2. MS-64 (PCGS). Reeded edge. The design elements are frosty 
and fields are satiny. 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 

2011 Undated (1853) Round 250. BG-222. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
2. MS-64 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Intermingled olive-gold, pink, 
and lilac iridescence. 

Die State II: Die crack through top of wreath and numerator in fraction. 

2012 Undated (1853) Round 250. BG-222. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
2. MS-62 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Satiny and mostly brilliant with 
some blushes and splashes of coppery gold on the reverse. 

Die State II: Die crack through top of wreath and numerator in fraction. 

2013 Undated (1853) Round 250. BG-222. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
2. MS-62 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Brilliant with frosty devices. The 
fields exhibit considerable prooflike character. 

I^ie State 11: Die crack through top of wreath and numerator in fraction. 

2014 Undated (1853) Round 250. BG-222. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
2. MS-60 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Pale olive-gold iridescence. A 
final example of a popular Period One piece. 

Die State I Perfect dies. 



2015 Undated (1854?) Round 250. BG-224. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
3. MS-64 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Brilliant with nicely reflective 
fields. A splendid example of the variety when taken within the 
context of the grade — PCGS has certified only one example of the 
variety at a finer grade. 

PCGS Population: 22; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Die State II: Faint reverse cracks from rim 


2016 Undated (1854?) Round 250. BG-224. Liberty Head. Rarity- 
3. MS-63 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Intermingled olive-gold and pink 
iridescence complements satiny surfaces. 

PCGS Population: 22; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Die State II: Faint reverse cracks from rim 

2017 1856 Round 250. BG-230. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS-63 
(PCGS). Reeded edge. Mostly brilliant with hints of lilac and or- 
ange. 

Die State I: Faint crack on Liberty’s neck. 



2018 1854 Octagonal 500. BG-305. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
63 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Intermingled blue, pink, and orange 
toning on lustrous surfaces. Among the finest examples of the date 
graded by PCGS; above MS-63 the population thins dramatically. 

PCGS Population: 26; 8 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Die State I; Perfect dies. 

2019 1854 Octagonal 500. BG-305. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. AU- 
58 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Brilliant and satiny, and a nice coin for 
the grade. 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 



2020 1854-N Octagonal 500. BG-308. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS- 
63 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Satiny and mostly brilliant with some 
blushes of coppery gold. Small federal style head of Liberty. 
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2021 1856-N Octagonal 500. BG-311. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Weakly reeded or plain edge. Partially brilliant with 
blushes of lilac and orange. 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 

Both Plain Edge ’ and “Weakly Reeded Edge’’ types have been listed by the 
editors of the recently published Breen-Gilho reference. 

Popular 1852 Liberty Head Round 

Perhaps Earliest Small Denomination Gold Issue 



2022 1852 Round 500. BG-401. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-62 
(PCGS). Reeded edge. A bright yellow gold specimen with dis- 
tinctive olive highlights. Undeniably choice for the assigned grade, 
with strong eye appeal and equally strong physical quality. One ex- 
ample of this variety was recovered from the 1853 wreck of the S.S. 
Winfield Scott. Perhaps the first of the California Small Denomina- 
tion gold issues. 

It is currently believed that the present issue, BG-401 (or perhaps BG-426 or 
427) was the first fractional California issue made, as it very closely answers the 
description of a coin described in the June 19, 1852 edition of the New Orleans 
Dailey Picayune. 


2023 1853 /2-DN Round 50^. BG-409. Liberty Head. Rarity-3 . MS- 
63 (PCGS) . Reeded edge. Satiny yellow gold with distinctive olive 
and orange highlights on the obverse, and with much yellow bril- 
liance on the reverse. Only seven examples of this variety have re- 
ceived a finer grade from PCGS, all of those at the MS-64 level. A 
popular overdate with ‘‘apparent middle stroke of 2 visible from cusps 
to lower knob of 3” on the reverse, according to Bob Leonard's 
description. 

PCGS Population: 18; 7 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Die State IV (III in first edition): Struck from a heavily shattered reverse die. 



2024 1853/2-DN Round 50^. BG-409. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Largely prooflike with a nuance of pale 
olive toning on bright yellow gold surfaces. Splashes of pale rose 
adorn the reverse. 

Die State II: Faint cracks at NIA G and from wreath to 3 in date. 



2025 1853 Round 50p. BG-428. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-63 
(PCGS) . Reeded edge. Bright and lustrous yellow gold wath traces 
of olive. Definitely choice for the grade designation, with impec- 
cable overall eye appeal! PCGS has certified just five examples of 
the variety at a finer grade than the present coin. 

PCGS Population: 23; 5 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Die State I: Perfect dies. 

2026 1853 Round 50p. BG-428. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-62 
(PCGS). Reeded edge. Bright and reflective yellow gold with defi- 
nite olive highlights. Prooflike and appealing in all regards. 

Die State II (I in first edition): Faint reverse crack joins tops of wreath and 
e.xtend down through 5 to right of bow. 


2027 1853 Round 50p. BG-429. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. AU-58 
(PCGS). Reeded edge. ILich honey gold with lively orange irides- 
cent highlights. Somewhat prooflike and thoroughly attractive for 
the grade. 

Die State I: Obverse cracks and reverse rim breaks not yet formed. 

From the Bruce Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 

2028 1853 Round 50p. BG-430. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-62 
(PCGS). Reeded edge. Bright olive-gold with intense lustre and a 
great degree of appeal for the assigned grade. Three examples of this 
variety^ were recovered from the wreck of the S.S. Winfield Scott, 
which sank December 1, 1853 off the coast of California. Bob 
Leonard noted that this variety^ was “illustrated as current money on 
cover of Dye's 1854 or 1855 cambist, valued at 48 cents; same cut 
used on cover of Hod^^es^ Gold & Silrer Coin Chart Manual, also at 48 
cents (circa 1858), later (1861) with value reduced to 32 cents." 

Die State I: Both dies perfect. 
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Popular 1853-FD Octagonal $1 




2029 1853-FD Octagonal $1. BG-505. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. AU- 
58 (PCGS). Reeded or plain edge. Bright yellow gold with reflec- 
tive prooflike fields and lightly frosted motifs. A nuance of pale ol- 
ive graces the fields, while a burst of rich rose adorns Liberty’s tresses. 
Popular variety with invert G in GOLD on reverse. 

Die State II; Reverse polished, with portions ofthe legends there fragmented. 



2030 1853-N Octagonal $1. BG-530. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. AU- 
58 (PCGS) . Reeded edge. Lustrous and highly brilliant yellow gold 
with distinct olive highlights. A nice coin for the grade; indeed, most 
w^ould call this Mint State. Perhaps 15 or 16 examples of this popu- 
lar gold dollar issue w^ere found aboard the wreck of the S. S. Winfield 
Scott, suggesting that the firm of Antoine Louis Nouizillet made 
this particular variety' in quantity' for circulation purposes. 

2031 1853-N Octagonal $1. BG-530. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. AU- 
58 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Deep yellow gold with some warm ol- 
ive highlights. Splashes of intense orange iridescence grace the re- 
verse. 

2032 1853-N Octagonal $1. BG-530. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. AU- 
55 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Bright yellow gold wdth generous 
amounts of lustre remaining. 

2033 1853-N Octagonal $1. BG-530. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. AU- 
53 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Muted lu.stre on olive-gold surfaces. 
Splashes of rich orange -gold can be seen in the reverse devices. PCGS 
holder marked “Brand” suggesting this coin is from the Virgil Brand 
Collection. 

Unbelievably, Virgil Brand, an accumulator masse, owned 15 specimens of 
this variety, making precise pedigree information nearly impossible to discern. 
The pieces were sold as lots 890 through 904 in Auctions by Bowers and Mercna, 
Inc.’s sale ofthe Brand Collection, Part I, November 1983. Of the 15, not a single 
one was graded Mint State. All were acquired between 1898 and 1918. 

2034 1853-N Octagonal $1. BG-530. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. AU- 
50 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Warm honey gold with bright orange 
iridescence. 



2035 1853-N Octagonal $1. BG-531. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. AU- 
58 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Intensely brilliant and lustrous yellow 
gold with mirror fields and frosty motifs. Another variety that was 
represented in the coins taken from the 1853 wreck of the S.S, 
Winfield Scott. 



2036 1855-NR Octagonal $1. BG-533. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. 
AU-53 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Muted honey gold with sky blue, 
orange, and rose iridescence on somewhat prooflike surfaces. A 
popular variety that is typically found VF to AU, indicating accep- 
tance as circulating currency medium despite very low average weight 
of these pieces; “some weigh less than some 1853 half dollars” ac- 
cording to Bob Leonard. 

Die State 1: Prooflike polished dies; in a later state, both Liberty’s lips are 
separated from her portrait, and the leading edge of the coronet all but disappears 
at the bottom. 




2037 1866 Octagonal 25^. BG-708. Liberty Head. Rarity-4+. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Deep and lustrous honey gold 
with strong orange highlights in the protected areas. Somew'hat 
prooflike. A pleasing coin for the grade. 



2038 1870 Octagonal 25^. BG-713. Liberty Head. Rarit>'-4. MS- 
63 (PCGS). Plain edge. Deep honey gold with substantial orange 
and olive highlights on both sides. Nicely struck on the obverse, 
weakly struck on the reverse, as typically seen for this die combina- 
tion. 
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2039 1871 Octagonal 25^. BG-714. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 
63 (PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. A brilliant and lustrous olive- 
gold specimen with deeply mirrored fields and frosty motifs. Defi- 
nitely choice Mint State; many would see it as even a finer grade. 


2040 1871 Octagonal 25^. BG-717. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-65 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Subdued golden lustre on satiny olive-gold 
surfaces. Somewhat prooflike in the fields, and with all the eye ap- 
peal and quality necessary to claim the MS-65 grade. 

Die State III (II in the first edition): Obverse heavily repolished, nose and 
front of coronet incomplete, many stars distorted. On the reverse, rust obscures 
the stem of the lower most inside right berry. 



2041 1871 Octagonal 250. BG-717. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-65 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Bright and hvely olive-gold with strong cameo 
contrast. A beautiful gem in all regards. 

Die State II: Repolished obverse with nose details just beginning to separate, 
front of coronet basically intact. This die state is called “Extremely rare” in the 
second edition of the Breen-Gilho reference. 



2042 1868-G Octagonal 250. BG-746. Liberty Head. Rarity-4+. 
MS-62 (PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Deep honey gold with in- 
tense yellow and orange iridescence highlights. Fully proofhke and 
highly attractive for the grade. One of the varieties with the reverse 
fraction in a federal style shield. In July 1871, the British Museum 
purchased an example of this variety from Lincoln &c Sons, showing 
that this variety was known scant few years after its appearance. PCGS 
has certified fewer than a dozen examples of this variety in higher 
grades, none of those above MS-64. 

PCGS Population: 19; 11 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Die State I: Faint obverse crack from rim to point of coronet. 



2043 1870-G Octagonal 250. BG-759. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS- 
63 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Bright yellow gold with prooflike 
surfaces and splash of rose on Miss Liberty’s portrait. According to 
Bob Leonard, “X-ray florescence analysis of Jay Roe specimen 
showed pure gold plated over baser gold (slightly over 14K).” A speci- 
men of this variety was presented to the American Numismatic So- 
ciety in April 1908 by J. Sanford Saltus. PCGS has certified fewer 
than a dozen examples of this variety in higher grades. 

PCGS Population: 23; 11 (MS-65 finest). 


2044 1870-G Octagonal 250. BG-763. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. EF- 
40 (PCGS). Plain edge. Variety with incomplete G marker’s mark. 
Rich honey gold with generous amounts of lustre in the protected 
areas. A pleasing coin for the grade. 


2045 1871-G Octagonal 250. BG-765. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 
61 (PCGS). Plain edge. Warm yellow gold with strong lustre and a 
nuance of olive iridescence. A prooflike specimen that is both at- 
tractive and choice for the assigned grade. 

2046 1871-G Octagonal 250. BG-765. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. AU- 
58 (PCGS). Plain edge. A liighly lustrous prooflike specimen with 
reflective fields and frosted motifs. Splashes of deep orange irides- 
cence grace the peripheries. Choice for the grade. 


2047 1871-G Octagonal 250. BG-767. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 
62 (PCGS), Plain edge. Bright yellow gold with lively orange iri- 
descence. Fully prooflike and cameo in appearance. A pleasing coin 
overall. Both dies show signs of imminent shattering. 

2048 1871-G Octagonal 250. BG-767. Liberty Head. Rarity -3. MS- 
61 (PCGS). Plain edge. An intensely proofhke specimen wath strong 
lustre on bright yellow gold surfaces. Decidedly choice for the grade. 
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2049 187 1-G Octagonal 25C. BG-768. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS- 
62 (PCGS), Plain edge. Deep and sultry orange-gold with highly 
renective fields and frosty motifs. Choice for the grade. 




2054 1871 Round 25^. BG-813. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Reflective fields and frosted motifs show strong 
lustre and splashes of rich orange-gold. A pleasing coin for the grade. 

Die State I: Bridge of Liberty’s nose lightly “broken” from die polishing, no 
reverse die crack. 

2055 1871 Round 25^. BG-813. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-62 
(PCGS), Plain edge. Warm olive-gold with definite prooflike quali- 
ties. Lustrous. 

Die State I. 


2050 1880 Octagonal 25c. BG-799X. Indian Head. Rarity-3, MS- 
64 (PCGS). Plain edge. A splendid prooflike example of a popular 
Indian Head issue, a com that mayjust easily be called MS-65. Struck 
in “gold plated 9K gold,” according to Bob Leonard. Slightly over a 
dozen examples of the variety have been graded finer by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 52; 14 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Die State II: Top of bow in wreath crudely recut, now extending to left. 




2051 1868 Round 25^. BG-806, Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-65 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded or plain edge. A bright and frosty gem 
with pale rose, sky blue, and orange iridescence. Nicely struck and 
aesthetically appealing. Just a dozen examples of this variety have 
been granted a finer grade by PCGS, all of those called MS-66. 

PCGS Population: 46; 12 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Die State I: No reverse die break. 



2052 1870 Round 25<. BG-808. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-64 
(PCGS). Plain edge. A splendid example of the grade and variety', 
with outstanding eye appeal and brisk lustre. Somewhat prooflike, 
with reflective surfaces and lightly frosted motifs. An extraordinary 
coin in all regards. 

Die State II: Reverse repolished, I and 4 in fraction not touching, top of O in 
DC')LLAR and top of 0 in date open. 


2056 1871 Round 25^. BG-813. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-61 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Warm honey gold with pale sky blue high- 
hghts on frosty motifs and mirrored fields. From Die State II of the 
dies, and considerably rarer than its Die State I counterpart. 

Die State 11: Severely rusted obverse, eye details indistinct. On the reverse, 
cracks in the lower right wreath join the rim at the 4:00 position. 



2057 1873 Round 25f^. BG-817. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-64 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Frosty olive-gold with strong underlying lus- 
tre. A pleasing example of the variety and grade. 

2058 1873 Round 250. BG-817. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Bright and lustrous olive-gold with somew^hat 
reflective fields and frosted motifs. Decidedly choice for the grade. 

2059 1873 Round 250. BG-817. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge. A delightfully brilliant prooflike example of 
the variety. Yellow gold fields support frosty motifs. Miss Liberty'^s 
portrait glows with rich rose iridescence. 



2060 1865 Round 250. BG-822. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS-61 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Warm deep gold and rose iridescence and 
strong lustre on reflective fields and lightly frosted motifs. 


2053 1870 Round 250, BG-808. Liberty Head. Rarity-3, MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Intensely lustrous orange-gold. Extraordinary 
eye appeal for the assigned grade, a coin that many w'ould consider 
to be a finer grade. Worthy of serious bidder consideration. 



2061 1870-G Round 25c. BG-835. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Bright and lustrous yellow' gold with proollikc 
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fields and lightly frosted motifs. Pale olive iridescence adds to the 
overall eye appeal. Choice of the grade. The variety with a straight 
border at the dentils immediately above Liberty’s head, 

2062 1870-G Round 25^. BG-835. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Intensely brilliant mirror fields and frosty 
motifs display deep, rich orange iridescence. A lovely example of 
the variety, especially for the assigned grade. 

2063 1870-G Round 25^. BG-835. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Another prooflike specimen, this medium 
orange-gold with strong lustre and excellent eye appeal for the as- 
signed grade. 

2064 1870-G Round 25^. BG-835. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. AU-58 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Bright sky blue and deep golden toning on 
reflective fields and satiny motifs. A nice opportunity for an alert 
mail bidder! 


Choice 1871-G Round Liberty 250 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 



2065 1871-G Round 25^. BG-838. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-64 
(PCGS). Plain edge, A splendid example of the variety. Frosted 
motifs and deeply mirrored fields reflect intense gold and pale olive 
highlights. Variety with repunched G maker’s mark on obverse. From 
the late, heavily polished state of the dies. PCGS has not certified a 
finer example of this variety. Decidedly choice for the grade. 

PCGS Population: 20; none finer. 


2066 1871-G Round 250. BG-838. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-64 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Deep honey gold with frosty motifs and re- 
flective fields. Splashes of rich orange-gold on both sides. No ex- 
ample of the variety has been graded finer by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 20; none finer. 

2067 1871-G Round 250. BG-838. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge, A startlingly attractive example of the variety 
and assigned grade. Deep orange -gold mirrors and frosty motifs. 
Another great opportunity for an attentive mail bid patron. 

2068 1871-G Round 250. BG-838. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Muted olive iridescence on high reflective 
fields and lightly frosted motifs. 




2071 1871-G Round 250. BG-839. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Bright yellow gold mirrors and frosted motifs 
display delightful olive iridescence. Another of the varieties with a 
repunched G maker’s mark on the obverse beneath Liberty’s por- 
trait. 


2072 1871-G Round 250. BG-839. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Muted shades ofindescent rose, gold, and sky 
blue on lightly frosted motifs and mirrored fields. 



2073 1871-G Round 250. BG-840. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Plain edge. Bright yellow gold with distinctive pale 
green highlights. A pleasing example for the grade, and certainly at 
the “high-end” of that grade. Another of the varieties with 
repunched G beneath Liberty’s portrait. 

2074 1871-G Round 250. BG-840. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Plain edge. Wisps of pale sky blue and rose on lightly 
frosted motifs and somewhat satiny, reflective fields. 

2075 1871-G Round 250. BG-840. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
60 (PCGS). Plain edge. Deep honey gold with somewhat reflec- 
tive fields and frosted motifs. Much finer than the assigned grade 
implies. 



2076 1875 Round 250. BG-847. Indian Head. Rarity-4. MS-62 
(PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Deep honey gold with rich rose 
iridescence in the fields. Somewhat prooflike, especially so on the 
reverse. One of the Small Indian Head varieties. The present variety 
was struck on planchets which contained a high silver content, thus 
accounting for the deep, rich toning that frequently is found on ex- 
amples of this variety. 


2069 1871-G Round 250. BG-838. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. ILich orange-gold highlights on prooflike sur- 
faces and somewhat satiny motifs. 

2070 1871-G Round 250. BG-838. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Prooflike fields and frosty motifs support lus- 
trous splashes of pale sky blue and olive. 


2077 1876 Round 250. BG-854. Liberty Head or “Baby” Head. 
Rarity-5-. MS-63 (PCGS). Plain edge. Deep orange-gold mir- 
rors support frosty motifs. ILichly toned and aesthetically appealing. 
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With plcnrv of overall qualm* and eye appeal for the assigned grade. 
An altogether pleasing example of a moderately scarce and popular 
design r\*pe within the series. 


2078 1871-H Round 25y. BG-865. Liberty Head. Rarity-5. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Deep honey gold wath strong lustre and splashes 
of rich orange iridescence. The '‘Largest Head'’ variety from the 
firm of Hershfield & Mitchell in Leavenworth, Kansas. Scarce in all 
grades; PCGS has certified fewer than 1 1 examples of this variety at 
a finer grade. 

PCGS Population: 12; 11 finer (MS-54 finest). 


2079 1870 Round 25^. BG-867. Liberty Head or “Goofy Head.” 
Rarity-4. MS-63 (PCGS). Reeded edge. Warm honey gold with 
reflective fields and frosted motifs. A nuance of pale olive is noted 
in the fields and a dash of pale rose adorns Miss Liberty’s portrait. A 
popular design ty^pe from an unknown maker (referred to as “Un- 
known Maker C” in the 2003 edition of the Breen-Gillio refer- 
ence). Fewer than 10 examples of this popular variety^ have certified 
finer by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 14; 8 finer (MS-64 finest). 

2080 1870 Round 25^. BG-867. Liberty Head or “Goofy” Head. 
Rarity-4. MS-61 (PCGS). Reeded edge, A decidedly choice ex- 
ample of the variety and grade, with impressive prooflike surfaces 
and lightly frosted motifs. 


2081 1872/1 Round 25<. BG-869. Indian Head. Rarity-4-. MS-64 

(PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. An exceptionally gorgeous example 
of the issue. Heavily mirrored fields and frosted motifs display in- 
tense orange-gold iridescence. PCGS has certified fewer than a dozen 
e.xamples of this variety in finer grades; they must be truly spectacu- 
lar specimens to compete with the present coin! Definitely choice 
and worthy of your strongest bid. 

PCGS Population: 37; I ! finer (MS-66 finest). 



2082 1872/1 Round 250. BG-870. Indian Head. Rarity-3. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Muted lustre on olive-gold mirror fields and 
lightly frosted motifs. A touch of rose iridescence adorns the high 
points. 


2083 1874 Round 250. BG-876. Indian Head. Rarity-4-. MS-64 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Frosty olive-gold with some prooflike 
reflectivity^ and frosty, mattelike devices. Struck from a shattered 
reverse die. 

PCGS Population: 36; 9 finer (MS-65 finest). 


2084 1874 Round 250. BG-876. Indian Head. Rarity-4-. MS-64 
(PCGS). Plain edge. An extraordinary example of the grade and 
design type. Deep mirror fields and frosted motifs exhibit deep, rich 
golden iridescence. Perhaps “as nice as they come” for the assigned 
grade. 


2085 1874 Round 250. BG-876. Indian Head. Rarity-4-. MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Another splendid representative ofthe design 
type and assigned grade. Deeply mirrored fields and frosty^ motifs 
with medium to deep golden orange iridescence. Decidedly choice 
for the grade. 


2086 1880/76 Round 250. BG-885. Indian Head. Rarity-3. MS-64 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Struck on a somew^hat w*a\y planchet, not an 
unusual occurrence for the design type. Rich rose, pale violet, and 
pale skv' blue iridescence on deep orange-gold surfaces. A nice cameo 
contrast exists between the mirrored fields and frosted motifs. 
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2087 1880/76 Round 25^. BG-885. Indian Head. Rarity-3. MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Bright yellow gold witii dynamic olive high- 
lights on mirror fields and frosty motifs. 


2088 1881 Round 25^. BG-887. Indian Head. Rarity-3. MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Deep golden highlights on honey gold mirror 
fields and frosted motifs. Splashes of iridescence sky blue adorn the 
high points. 


2089 1873 Octagonal 50^^. BG-915. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
63 (PCGS). Plain edge. A lovely example of the variety and grade. 
Somewhat reflective fields and frosty motifs display warm rose and 
pale blue iridescence. 


2090 1864-C (actually a faulty or lightly impressed G maker’s mark) 
Octagonal 50^. BG-918. Liberty Head. Rarity-4. MS-63 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Also called the “Caricature Head” variety. A 
splendid medium orange-gold specimen with deeper orange high- 
lights in the protected areas. Prooflike, and choice for the grade as 
well. PCGS has certified fewer than a half dozen examples of this 
variety at a finer grade, none of those above MS-64. The present lot 
spells o-p-p-o-r-t-iMi~i-t-y to us! 

PCGS Population: 15; 5 finer (MS-64 finest). 


2091 1870-G Octagonal 250. BG-920. Liberty Head. Rarity-4+. 
MS-62 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge, reeded after striking. Highly 
lustrous honey gold with a satiny, somewhat reflective fields sur- 
rounding frosted motifs. An apostrophe between CAL and GOLD 
on reverse. Fewer than 10 examples of this variety have been certi- 
fied by PCGS, none of those above MS-63. 

PCGS Population: 20; 9 finer (MS-63 finest). 


1871-G Octagonal 500 


2092 1871-G Octagonal 500. BG-924. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 
63 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Variety with triple-punched 
maker’s mark. Warm yellow gold with distinctive olive highlights. 
Prooflike fields and frosty motifs. 

1871-G Octagonal 500 

2093 1871-G Octagonal 500. BG-924. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Pale olive-gold with prooflike 
surfaces. Wisps of pale sky blue glow warmly in the recessed areas. 

1871-G Octagonal 500 

2094 1871-G Octagonal 500. BG-924. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. 
MS-62 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Bright honey gold with 
distinct orange-gold iridescence. Proofhke fields. 

1871-G Octagonal 500 

2095 1871-G Octagonal 500. BG-924. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. 
MS-62 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Deep violet iridescence on 
rich honey gold mirror fields and frosty motifs. 

1871-G Octagonal 500 

2096 1871-G Octagonal 500. BG-924. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. AU- 
53. (PCGS). Deep honey gold with sky blue iridescence on the 
high points. A lightly circulated but still highly attractive specimen. 

Popular 1870 Round 500 

“DOLIAR” Variety 


2097 1870 Round 50^. BG-1010. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. MS-63 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. The popular DOLIAR variet\\ now 
recognized as a spacing a problem and not a case of poor spelling. 
Deep honey gold with strong violet, rose, and olive highlights. 
Choice for the grade. 

2098 1870 Round 500. BG-1010. Liberty Head. Rarity-3. AU-58 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. A lightly circulated example of the 
popular DOLIAR variety. 
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1871 Round 50c. BG-1011. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-65 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Bright and lustrous olive-gold with 
soinew'hat reflective fields and lightly frosted motifs. Splashes of pale 
rose enhance the overall appeal. Fewer than 10 examples of this va- 
riety have received a finer grade from PCGS. 

PCCiS Population: 24; 7 finer (MS-66 finest). 


2100 1871 Round 50c. BG-1011. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-65 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Intense bursts ofviolet, medium elec- 
tric blue, and orange grace the lustrous prooflike obverse, while the 
reverse is nearly fully brilliant wnth just a hint of olive iridescence. A 
lovely gem example of the variety. 

PCGS Population: 24; 7 finer (MS-66 finest). 


gold with deeply mirrored fields and lightly frosted motifs. An ex- 
emplary example of a moderately rare issue. PCGS has assigned a 
higher grade to fewer than 10 examples of the present variety, mak- 
ing the coin oflered here all the more alluring despite MS-62 status. 

PCGS Population: 21 ; 9 finer (MS-64 finest). 



2110 1859-G Round 50^. BG-1020. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
63 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Deep and rich orange irides- 
cence on heavily mirrored fields and succinctly frosted motifs. Some 
faint, scattered obverse scratches probably account for the grade; the 
reverse is considerably finer than the obverse. For the record, PCGS 
has certified Just two examples of this date at a finer grade! 

PCGS Population: 10; 2 finer (MS-65 finest). 


2101 1871 Round 500. BG-lOll. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-64 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Deep yellow gold with attractive 
olive highlights. Decidedly choice of the assigned grade. 

2102 1871 Round 500. BG-1011. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-64 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Muted lustre on pale honey gold 
surfaces. Light sky blue iridescence on the high points. 



2103 1871 Round 500. BG-1011. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-64 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Warm honey gold beneath rich sky 
blue and rose iridescence. 

2104 1871 Round 500. BG-1011. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-63 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Deep honey gold with intense vio- 
let and sky blue iridescence. Prooflike. 

2105 1871 Round 500. BG-1011. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-63 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Muted olive-gold with rose irides- 
cence on the high points. 

2106 1871 Round 500. BG-1011. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-63 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Deep mirror fields and frosty motifs 
display w'arm honey gold and pale olive iridescence. 

2107 1871 Round 500. BG-1011. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-63 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Subdued lustre on pleasing, satiny 
honey gold surfaces. SouKWvhat prootlike, especially on the reverse. 

2108 1871 Round 500. BG-1011. Liberty Head. Rarity-2. MS-62 
(PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Intense electric blue and rose irides- 
cence on deeply mirrored fields and frosted motifs. For those who 
appreciate richly toned 19th-century coins. 



2109 1867-G Round 500. BG-1018. Liberty Head. Rarity-4+. MS- 

62 (PCGS). Crudely reeded or plain edge. Intensely bright orange- 
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1859-G Round 500. BG-1020. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Subdued lustre on rich orange- 
gold surfaces. Somewdiat prooflike in appearance. 



2112 1859-G Round 500. BG-1020. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Crudely reeded edge. Deep honey gold with olive high- 
lights on prooflike surfaces. 



2113 1870-G Round 500. BG-1024. Liberty Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 

62 (PCGS). Weakly reeded edge. Deep honey gold wdth broadly 
reflective fields and lightly frosted motifs. One of the varieties struck 
on reddish gold planchets that were plated with yellow gold. Only 
16 e.xamples of this issue have received higher grades trom PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 32; 16 hner (MS-65 hiiest). 
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2114 1871-G Round 50^. BG-1027, Die State I (formerly BG- 
1026 A). Liberty Head. Rarity-5. MS-63 (PCGS). Plain edge. 
Deep yellow gold with splashes of warm orange and pale olive iri- 
descence. A popular variety that once bore the attribution number 
BG-1026A, but has since been reclassified as 13G-1027 in the latest 
edition ofBreen-Gillio reference. There, Bob Leonard noted “State 
I, obverse as 1026. Erroneously reported asBG-1026A; PCGS popu- 
lation report shows many certified and holdered as BG-1()26A. Has 
been certified by ICG as 1027A. Rarity-5.” A scarce variety regard- 
less of attribution number assigned. 

Interestingly enough, the present coin is one of just five MS-63 specimens 
certified by PCGS as BG-1026A, with none graded finer, 

2115 1871-G Round 50^. BG-1027, Die State I (formerly BG- 
1026A). Liberty Head. Rarity-5. MS-63 (PCGS). Plain edge. 
Bright yellow gold with prooflike mirror fields and lightly textured 
motifs. A choice example of the grade and t)^e. 

2116 1871-G Round 50^. BG-1027, Die State I (formerly BG- 
1026A). Liberty Head. Rarity-5. MS-61 (PCGS). Plain edge. 
Medium honey gold, bright yellow and pale rose iridescence. Fully 
prooflike and quite attractive for the assigned grade. 


2117 1871-G Round 50^. BG-1027 (also called BG-1026A). Lib- 
erty Head. Rarity-5. MS-62 (PCGS). Plain edge. Intense or- 
ange-gold on reflective fields and lustrous devices. Choice for the 
grade. 

2118 1871-G Round 50^. BG-1027 (also called BG-1026A). Lib- 
erty Head. Rarity-5. MS-62 (PCGS). Plain edge. Deep honey 
gold with warm iridescent orange highlights. Some faint hairlines 
on the prooflike surfaces keep this from a much finer grade. 


2119 1871-G Round 50^. BG-1033. Liberty Head. Rarity-5. MS- 
62 (PCGS). Plain edge. Distinctly prooflike with highly retlective 
fields and frosty motifs. Splashes of pale iridescence sky blue and 
rose seen on both sides. A scarce variety that is always in demand. 

PCGS Population: 7; 7 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Die State 11: 13ie crack from rim past points ot sixth star to hair above Liberty’s 
forehead; on some examples, this crack extends across Liberty’s portrait to the rim 
near the 12th star, 


Choice Uncirculated 1870 “Goofy” Head 500 


2120 1870 Round 500. BG-1047. Liberty or “Goofy” Head. Rar- 
ity-4+. MS-63 (PCGS). Crudely reeded or plain edge. Absolutely 
prooflike in appearance, with deep mirror fields and lightly frosted 
motifs. This variety is known to be struck on silver cores with gold 
plating. The popular “Goofy” Head variety, currently attributed to 
“Unknown Maker C.” Nineteenth century collectorjules Fonrobert 
owned an example of this variety as early as 1877 according to Bob 
Leonard’s research in the newest edition Califowia Pioneer Fractional 
Gold. Among the finest examples of the variety graded PCGS, and a 
distinctive type within the California Small Denomination gold se- 
ries. 

PCGS Population: 9; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 



2121 1872 Round 500. BG-1048. Indian Head. Rarity-4-. MS-63 
(PCGS) . Plain edge. Bright yellow^ gold with distinctive olive high- 
lights. Definitely prooflike in appearance, andjust as definitely choice 
for the assigned grade. One of the Large Indian Head varieties. 


2122 1875/3 Round 500. BG-1058. Indian Head. Rarity-4+. AU- 
58 (PCGS). Plain edge. Intense, deep golden lustre onyeUow^gold 
surfaces. Splashes of strong orange brilliance grace the high points. 
A variety struck on baser red-gold planchets with, y^llow^ gold plat- 
ing. One of many popular overdates in the California Small De- 
nomination gold series. 

Die State I: Fraction bar consists of two end fragnaents without a center por- 
tion, tops of O and R m DOLLAR incomplete (BG-1058 features a later reverse 
die state ofBG-1057). 
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2123 1876/5 Round 50c. BG-1059. Indian Head. Rarity-4. MS-62 
(PCGS). Plain edge. Intense yellow gold with strong and vibrant 
orange iridescent highlights. An incredibly attractive coin for the 
assigned grade, one that would make an outstanding highlight in 
any t\'pe collection. 

From the same obverse die as BG-1058, which is an 1875/3 Overdate. On 
BG-1059, the variety offered here, the final numeral has been crudely altered in 
the die by the maker (Christopher Ferdinand Mohrig, San Francisco). 


2124 1880/70 Round 50c. BG-1067. Indian Head. Rarity-4-. MS- 
61 (PCGS). Plain edge. Deep yellow gold with reflective fields and 
frosty motifs. Splashes of iridescent sky blue grace the feathers of 
the Indian’s headdress. A variety struck on “yellow gold plated over 
baser core,” according to Bob Leonard’s notes. An example of this 
variety was presented to the British Museum in December 1884 by 
one Mr. H. G. Babcock. 

Die State 1: Corner of 7 plain at right top of second 8 in date (this disappears 
and becomes Die State II). 



2125 1881 Round 50^. BG-1069. Indian Head. Rarity-4-t-. AU-58 
(PCGS). Plain edge. A splendid example of the design ty^e. Deeply 
mirrored fields and frosty motifs exhibit rich orange iridescence. 
Definitely choice for the grade. 

Die State II: Obverse die reground to remove a spur that points downward 
from the fourth obverse star (in Die State I). 



2126 1868-G Octagonal $1. BG-1105. Liberty Head. Rarity-4+. 
AU-53 (PCGS). Plain edge. The “Necklace Bust” variety; Liberty 
wears a string of five pearls around her neck. Deep honey gold with 
a mix of violet and electric blue. Weakly struck at the center, as 
t)^ical for the variety. An attractive, lightly circulated example of a 
fairly scarce gold dollar issue. 


END OF SALE 
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